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ABARCA, Isabel (UNC) What We Inherit: Responsibilities and 
Forms of Care as Children and Scholars of Migration. This paper 
explores the multifaceted nature of inheritance, inspired by 
filmmaker Mel Halbach’s contextualization of “revolution as 
an inheritance.” I critically examine forms of inheritance—my 
name, the complex relationship I have with my Salvadoran 
migrant father, and the responsibility I hold, as both daughter 
and ethnographer, to witness, write, and carry on histories of kin 
(both immediate kin and more expansive notions of kin). What 
do these traumas, wounds, experiences, and relationships open 
up in considering alternative futures? Witnessing and writing can 
begin to function as modes of care, and an inheritance of hope 
makes room for otherwise futures. isaluz@unc.edu (W-65)

___________________________

ABERLE, Lukas (Portland State U) Engaging Faith Communities in 
Eldercare and Disaster Preparedness. In preparing for increases in an 
aging population and the frequency and intensity of natural disasters, 
local governments need to understand the existing resources and 
supports outside of their official purview. In the U.S., churches are 
a ubiquitous presence that concentrates and organizes individuals 
under significant ideological motivations. Branching between the two 
is important, though difficult, due to ethical and legal obligations to 
maintain secularism. This presentation focuses on how anthropology 
can help bridge the divide between religious organizations and 
government in a way that is positive for all involved while maintaining 
separation of religion and state. aberle@pdx.edu (W-96)

___________________________

ABULHAB, Aseel (Northwestern U) Bridging the Gap: D/deaf 
Refugees, Dual Language Acquisition, and the Development of D/deaf 
Futures in the Classroom. My doctoral research focuses on global sign 
language ideologies as they emerge and echo within the language 
classroom(s) setting and how they impact the D/deaf Middle Eastern 
migrant learner as they construct new lives in the host country. In this 
paper, I review relevant literature on language ideologies, D/deafness, 
migration, and language acquisition. In doing so, I suggest that D/
deaf migrant classrooms are a critical site for exploring expansion, 
constraint, and possibilities for D/deaf migrant futures in the host 
country. I extend Michele Friedner’s framing of “D/deaf futures” to 
imagine D/deaf Middle Eastern migrant futures as created and built 
within D/deaf migrant classrooms. As I am interested in situating 
this work in the Midwest, I believe both “Midwest” and “Mideast” 
must be problematized as our understanding of them is shaped 
by settler colonialist and Orientalist gazes. aseelabulhab2028@u.
northwestern.edu (Whova)

___________________________

ACHARYA, Suman (UCF) Enhancing the Knowledge of Differential 
Vulnerability: Insights From One of the World’s Most Climate 

Vulnerable Regions, Karnali Nepal. In the context of increased 
weather extremes, communities within the same geographic 
area experience varying impacts of climate change, influenced 
by social, political, economic, and cultural factors. This study 
explores differential vulnerability by examining the interaction 
of five sociopolitical factors—resource distribution, access 
and mobility, governance, culture, and knowledge—alongside 
climate components like exposure and adaptive capacity. 
Using ethnographic methods in Nepal, I find that marginalized 
communities, such as women and low-caste individuals, face 
greater climate impacts due to limited resources access. I 
advocate for region-specific, group-sensitive approaches in 
vulnerability assessments and climate policies to better address 
the needs of these communities. suman.acharya@ucf.edu (S-45)

___________________________

ADAMS, James (UCI) Beyond the (Re)Invention of (Petro)Culture: 
Towards an Immanent Anthropology of Just Energy Transitions. 
Transitions to more just and sustainable societies will require 
inventing new, non-petrocultural mode(l)s of the human, 
society, and sociality. And yet, if—as “petroculture” suggests—
contemporary fossil-fueled technopolitics have saturated the 
very categories of our thought and perception, any attempt to 
reform the culture of petroculture runs the risk of already being 
petrocultural. Reflecting on my research and fieldwork with 
energy-transition actors in Austin, Texas, this paper suggests, as a 
way forward, situating petrocultural critique within itself, utilizing 
anthropology’s comparative approach to unsettle the diverse 
research designs of local actors by creating new transversal 
infrastructures of reflexive recursivity. jradams1@uci.edu (S-45)

___________________________

ADEAGBO, Morolake and LINDERMAN, Marc (U Iowa), 
REISINGER, Schacht Heather (U Iowa Carver Coll of Med & Iowa 
City VAHCS) Exploring Farmers’ Understanding of Risks and 
Uncertainty: Evidence From a Qualitative Study in Iowa. Farmers 
face significant challenges related to weather variability and 
climate risks, which affect agricultural systems and influence farm 
profitability, impacting farmers’ mental health. Despite Iowa’s 
crucial role in U.S. agriculture, limited research exists on Iowa 
farmers’ perceptions of risks and uncertainty. Using qualitative 
methods from an intersectional and social constructionist 
lens, 19 Iowa farmers shared insights on common stressors 
and impacts. Findings highlight major risk factors impacting 
mental health, including climate variability, market uncertainty, 
inflation, generational continuity, and competition. Despite using 
management practices, most farmers expressed fear and worry, 
underscoring the need for interventions addressing farming risks 
and mental health in Iowa. morolake-adeagbo@uiowa.edu (TH-
140)

___________________________

ADEJUMOBI, Precious (U Oregon) Investigating Women’s 
Social Support Systems as an Impediment to Accessing Care for 
Chronic Reproductive Diseases in Nigeria. This paper explores 
how women’s social support systems contribute to delays in 
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the diagnosis and treatment of chronic reproductive diseases 
in Nigeria. Based on illness narratives shared by women with 
endometriosis, polycystic ovarian syndrome, and fibroids, I argue 
that support systems are often a significant hindrance to women’s 
search for diagnosis and treatment due to prevailing discourses 
of normalized pain and expectations of fertility. Essential care and 
support for women who may suffer debilitating symptoms like 
chronic pain exist alongside bias against medical treatment for 
these conditions, causing extended suffering as well as diagnostic 
and treatment delays. paa@uoregon.edu (W-85)

___________________________

AFONSO, Ana Isabel (FCSH-U Nova de Lisboa & CRIA-NOVA) Beyond 
the Grid: Anthropological Perspectives on Energy Transitions. 
The rise of renewable energy sources (mainly wind and solar) 
has significant implications for local communities. By examining 
the social acceptance of energy transitions, we explore how 
anthropological insights can contribute to more just, sustainable, 
and equitable communities. This study investigates the economic, 
environmental, and social implications of renewable-energy projects, 
focusing on case studies from diverse regions. By understanding the 
complex interplay of these factors, we can identify opportunities for 
anthropologists to engage in community-based research, facilitate 
dialogue, and promote sustainable development. This research 
highlights the potential of applied anthropology to address pressing 
global challenges, contributing to a more resilient and equitable 
future. ai.afonso@fcsh.unl.pt (S-45)

___________________________

AGBLEVOR, Emelia Afi (Ghana Coll of Physicians & Surgeons) 
and DARKO, Natasha (Dodowa Hlth Rsch Ctr) A Qualitative 
Analysis of the Effectiveness of School Infirmaries in the Provision 
of Adolescent Mental, Sexual, and Reproductive Health Services 
in Greater Accra, Ghana. The Policy and Guidelines for School-
Based Health Services (SBHS) guide the delivery of adolescent 
health services in Senior High Schools in Ghana. Using 142 
hours of participant observation, 27 rich pictures, 18 in-depth 
interviews, and 24 focus group discussions, the study analyses 
the delivery of the SBHS policy in senior high schools. Findings 
indicate that despite a comprehensive policy, logistical, financial, 
and cultural barriers hinder effective service delivery. Adolescents 
face issues like long wait times, confidentiality concerns, and lack 
of access to basic mental health services. The study recommends 
improved funding, logistics, and awareness of the cultural 
context to enhance adolescent health services. eagblevor@gcps.
edu.gh (W-143)

___________________________

AJIBADE, Anuoluwapo (CWRU) Enhancing Anthropological 
Methods: Visual Timelines as a Tool. Given that a significant 
proportion of anthropological research is retrospective, relying 
on participants’ ability to recall past events, improving the validity 
and reliability of data, and mitigating recall bias are of important 
concern. This paper presents how visual timelines, when 
combined with traditional anthropological methods of interviews 
and observations, can address these concerns. Particularly, this 

paper presents a model of how this combination can be done 
and how this can help enhance anthropological methods. The 
paper draws primarily from health-seeking behavioral research 
conducted in the summer of 2024 in Nigeria. ada79@case.edu 
(F-85)

___________________________

AKHTER, Afsana (TX State U) Family Planning and Contraception 
Use: A Medical Anthropological Perspective. Family planning and 
contraception are critical components of reproductive health. 
Over the past few decades, scholars have explored how family 
planning has evolved from an intimate decision to one shaped 
by political, cultural, and religious factors that impact individuals’ 
reproductive choices. This review selectively draws from the 
vast literature, highlighting key topics like fertility management 
policies, men’s involvement, patient-provider interactions, 
socioeconomic constraints, and cultural and religious influences. 
It highlights contemporary ethnographic family planning research, 
addressing key debates, themes, and gaps in the research and 
the critical role of medical anthropology in offering new insights 
into public health and demographic studies. peh60@txstate.edu 
(W-55)

___________________________

AL-CHAMI, Mohamad Hamze and GIFFORD, Wendy (U Ottawa), 
COBURN, Veldon (McGill U), DICK, Peggy (Algonquins of 
Pikwakanagan First Nation), WAZNI, Liquaa (UVic & U Ottawa), 
BENOIT, Maggie (Algonquins of Pikwakanagan First Nation) 
The Algonquins of Pikwakanagan First Nation’s Response to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic: Relational Caretaking of the Community, 
the Land, and Culture. Colonization in Canada has systematically 
erased Indigenous knowledge, values, and practices from nursing 
and healthcare. We describe how a First Nations community 
integrated Indigenous ways of knowing and doing into their 
COVID-19 public-health response, realizing no COVID-19 cases 
in the first 1¾ years of the pandemic. We held sharing circles 
and interviews (n=71 people) with community members, Elders, 
and health providers and conducted thematic analysis. Results 
revealed a relational epistemology that honors cultural traditions 
and spaces for caretaking human and non-human worlds. In our 
presentation, we demonstrate how traditional knowledges and 
practices promote health and healing in community nursing and 
health care. malchami@uottawa.ca (Whova)

___________________________

ALTMAN, Heidi (GA Southern U) Social Aspects of the Maternal 
Mortality Crisis in Georgia. According to the WHO, social drivers 
of health and health-related social needs account for 30-55% 
of health outcomes. In examining data from the Georgia Moms 
Project, the role of SDOH and HRSN in the maternal mortality 
crisis comes into sharp focus by connecting demographic survey 
data to the narrative experiences of people who have given birth 
in Georgia. This paper details the connections between the SDOH 
and HRSN of project participants and their health outcomes and 
obstacles to care. Original qualitative and demographic data are 
combined with research from the Georgia Maternal Mortality 
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Review Commission to form the basis of recommendations for 
social change. heidi.altman@protonmail.com (TH-85)

___________________________

ALVAREZ, Alana (Mercer U) Beyond Mercury: Oral History in 
Service Learning. In Peru’s Andean highlands, the voices of 
Artisanal and Small-scale Gold Mining (ASGM) communities 
have been systematically overlooked by headlines, and recent 
scholarship entirely focused on mercury usage and its impact 
on the environment. To bring to the forefront these voices, I led 
students on two service learning trips (2018-2019) to conduct 
interviews with members of ASGM communities in the town of 
Laberinto in the Madre de Dios region. This compelling body of 
work is the basis of a book project to disseminate the peripheral 
voices of mining communities beyond the mercury-centered 
narrative of an environmental catastrophe. alvarez_av@mercer.
edu (W-06)

___________________________

ALYGIZOU, Niki Xenia (Urban Planner) Fragmented Green 
Futures: Urban Governance, Public Participation, and the Quest 
for Sustainability in Limassol. This paper examines the dynamics 
of urban governance in Limassol, Cyprus, against the backdrop 
of the city’s designation as an “EU Mission City” within the 
European Union’s sustainability agenda. Using ethnographic and 
discourse analysis, it investigates how Limassol’s decision making 
elite—urban planners, policymakers, and technocrats—negotiate 
the EU’s call for inclusive, citizen-driven sustainability initiatives 
within a historically centralized governance model. The analysis 
centers on how these actors frame public participation in the 
context of the “green transition,” revealing divergent views on 
what “public” means: some see it as essential to policymaking, 
while others view it instrumentally as a means of securing 
legitimacy. The findings underscore the ongoing challenges to 
governance in the face of ambitious climate goals and entrenched 
power structures. nikixeniaalygizou@gmail.com (W-80)

___________________________

ANCONA-MANZANILLA, Juan (UCF) Health Consequences of 
a Potential Eco-Syndemic in Yucatán and Daily Self-Treatment 
Strategies: A Preliminary Overview. This study explores how 
extreme heat affects people’s food systems and health in a 
municipality in the Mayan region of Yucatán and how they 
organize their daily lives to mitigate these impacts through self-
treatment practices. Research methods include documentary 
analysis, participant observation with local families, and semi-
structured interviews with beekeepers, milperos (local farmers), 
and food retailers. In conclusion, the unusually intense heat 
seasons are altering food consumption patterns, affecting sleep 
quality, and disrupting daily work activities—especially outdoor 
jobs—potentially triggering eco-syndemics enhanced due to 
preexisting health conditions. le-cons@hotmail.com (TH-20)

___________________________

ANDERSON, Robert (USFS NRS) Contested Environmentalisms: 
Reconciling Care, Killing, and Science in Ecological Management. 

Environmental managers often grapple with the need to kill one 
form of nonhuman life to care for other desirable life. I examine 
these biopolitical tensions via multiple examples from forest 
restoration and wildlife management in forested ecosystems 
in the Pacific Northwest and across the U.S. Debates over the 
science behind lethal ecological decisions are intertwined with 
questions about governmental authority and competing ideas 
about which non-human lives are desirable. Examining how “the 
science” emerges as the focal point of debates over the killing 
of nonhuman life offers insight into how scientific knowledge 
is deployed and contested in American environmental politics. 
robert.anderson3@usda.gov (W-44)

___________________________

ARAUJO, Mariana (OR State U), RAVENA, Nirvia (U Federal do 
Pará), ZHANG, Shaozeng (OR State U), and PEREIRA, Felipe 
(U Federal do Ceará) Deep Roots, Tall Palms: A Multispecies 
Ethnography in the Brazilian Amazon. This multispecies 
ethnography examines how oil palm reshapes local communities’ 
livelihoods by affecting their relationship with cassava in the 
Brazilian Amazon, localized in the northern part of the country. 
Results reveal that oil palm, driven by global capitalism, disrupts 
traditional farming, degrades local resources, and threatens 
community well-being, while cassava farming supports long-
term ecological sustainability and cultural resilience. This 
approach highlights the complexity of “post-humanism,” shaped 
by communities marginalized and dehumanized within colonial, 
capitalist, and techno-scientific systems. Our study also illustrates 
how my interlocutors navigate the tension between short-term 
economic gains from oil palm and sustainable ecological practices 
centered on cassava. ribeirom@oregonstate.edu (F-107)

___________________________

ARTEAGA, Ignacia, GINN, Brandi, and HERNANDEZ DE JESUS, 
Alma (UCSF), ABRAMSON, Corey (Rice U), DOHAN, Daniel 
(UCSF) The Social Effects of Underdiagnosis: A Case Study in 
Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias (ADRD). DISCERN-
MC is a NIA-funded comparative ethnography of aging and 
cognitive decline in diverse U.S. communities. It is well known 
that lack of ADRD diagnosis impedes appropriate medical care. 
This case study of an Indian-American family expands on the 
social impact of non-diagnosis. In this family, under-diagnosis 
triggered suffering, affecting family dynamics and relatives’ 
mental health. Exacerbating caregiving burdens and generating 
psychosocial spirals within the family, underdiagnosis further 
limited the pursuit of biomedical management and formal 
social support. Our study highlights the importance of equitable 
diagnostic processes and accessible support systems to address 
underserved communities’ needs while grappling with cognitive 
decline. ignacia.arteaga@ucsf.edu (W-54)

___________________________

ASADUZZAMAN, Md (ASU) Seeds of Reproductive Transformation: 
Interventions in Family Planning and Sociopolitical Dynamics 
of Rohingya Refugee Camp in Bangladesh. This study analyzes 
the impact of family planning interventions within Rohingya 
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refugee camps in Bangladesh, where contraceptive adoption is 
promoted through Community Health Workers (CHWs) amidst 
cultural and religious resistance. NGOs and hosting authorities 
have encouraged long-term contraceptive use, addressing 
high birth rates by empowering CHWs to provide door-to-door 
counseling on implants and IUDs. Despite initial reluctance, 
contraceptive adoption has gradually increased. Employing 
semi-structured interviews, surveys, and observation, this study 
elucidates the intersection of reproductive health interventions 
with socio-political structures, thereby illuminating the political 
contextualization of refugees’ reproductive rights and agency 
within the restrictive situation of the refugee camps. masaduzz@
asu.edu (W-55)

___________________________

ASANTE, Emmanuel (UKY) State Politics of Veterans’ Pension 
Funds During COVID-19: Implications for Veterans Access to 
Biomedical Health Care in Ghana. This paper explores the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic as a window for investigating 
the historical trends of how state politics of veterans’ pension 
funds interfere with veterans’ access to biomedical health care 
in Ghana. Employing ethnographic interviews and document 
analysis, I discuss how the political-economic effects unleashed 
by the pandemic can be linked to colonial administration politics 
in addressing returned veterans’ pension funds at the dawn of 
Ghana’s independence in 1957. This paper aims to highlight 
the experiences of understudied veterans and offers insights 
into how they navigate the changing state pension policies that 
impact veterans’ access to biomedical health care. eaasante91@
gmail.com (F-114)

___________________________

ASHDOWN, Brien (Albizu U), ALMALIK, Mohammad (American 
U Sharjah), MAREE, Haneen (United Arab Emirates U), FADAVI, 
Neda (American U Sharjah), and ITANI, Alaa (Cornell U) Culture 
and Identity Among Emerging Adults in the United Arab Emirates. 
Identity development is a key aspect of emerging adulthood 
(EA). Cultural context and values play an important role in 
that development. The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is highly 
multicultural, as about 88% of the residents are non-citizen 
immigrants. EAs (n=255) living in the UAE provided qualitative 
data regarding their own perspectives on how culture impacts 
their identities. Data revealed issues of belongingness (e.g., 
interpersonal judgment, language), values and beliefs (e.g., 
religion, honor), social and cultural norms (e.g., marriage, gender 
expectations), and behaviors and practices (e.g., food, health) as 
important for the EAs’ sense of their own identity development. 
bashdown@albizu.edu (Whova)

___________________________

ASSAF, Sandi (SHSU Coll of Osteopathic Med) Skin Health Through 
the Lens of Culture and Religion: A Medical Anthropological 
Review. Modern-day pharmacologic treatment of skin diseases 
remains similar across the world. However, preventive 
dermatologic practices and skin rituals are intrinsically tied to 
culture, religion, and natural resources. This paper provides 

a medical anthropology review of the skin products used in 
various cultural and religious ceremonies, including the ochre 
paint used by Aboriginal Australians, turmeric used in South Asia 
Haldi ceremonies, Dead Sea mud in the Middle East, palm ash 
used by Catholics for Ash Wednesday and in African Black soap, 
and pearls used by Asian royal families. As new dermatologic 
products are developed, it is essential to review ancient practices. 
sandiassaf88@gmail.com (Whova)

___________________________

AULDS, Meredith and MANN, Aubrey (Purdue U), CHEYNEY, 
Melissa (OR State U) No “Now It’s Safer to Stay Home”: Home 
Birth, Transfer, and Risk During the COVID-19 Pandemic. Although 
hospital birth is the cultural norm in the U.S., the number 
of homebirths increased significantly during the COVID-19 
pandemic. This paper uses interview data with birthing people, 
doulas, and midwives in the Midwest to examine (1) home-to-
hospital transfer narratives during the pandemic and (2) how 
the pandemic impacted decision making regarding homebirth 
in the Midwestern U.S. Results suggest that birthing people and 
birth workers can be better supported by health care systems by 
improving home-to-hospital transfer systems and acknowledging 
that birthing people consider many different factors when 
deciding where to give birth. Hospital policies and provider 
interactions are important factors. (TH-85)

___________________________

BAIM-LANCE, Abigail (James J Peters VA Med Ctr) Exploring 
Interdisciplinary Partnerships: Co-Management in Geriatric 
Medicine. Clinical co-management, in which two medical 
specialties work together on behalf of patient care, is a lifeline for 
the field of geriatric medicine, which has struggled with building 
a provider workforce and consistent patient volume. Yet, co-
management can only be advanced if interdisciplinary partners 
agree to collaborate around patient care. This paper will explore 
across two geriatric co-management programs (one with surgery 
and the other with HIV care) the nature of inter-disciplinary 
relationships, including tensions and opportunities that exist. 
We will consider implications as to what this might tell us about 
contemporary medicine and the building of patient-centered 
clinical models. abigail.baim-lance@mssm.edu (F-24)

___________________________

BALAGNA, Jay (Pardee RAND Grad Sch) and PETERS, Laura 
E. R. (OR State U) Hazardification: An Examination of the 
Social Differentiation Between Benign and Hazard Events. The 
thresholds at which certain processes and events are designated 
as concerning or problematic enough to draw attention as 
hazards carry deep implications for disaster risk reduction 
policymaking. Such thresholds inherently determine whose lives, 
property, and interests are deemed worth protecting. For some 
natural hazards, this threshold is designated by technical actors, 
but these do not exist outside of cultural processes, place-based 
experiences, or coping capacities for agenda setting. This work 
uses case study vignettes and Steven Lukes’ three faces of power 
to steer theoretical conversation toward the social process and 
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power struggle of “hazardification” that draws—and redraws—
these lines. jaybalagna@gmail.com (F-20)

___________________________

BALOY, Natalie and RODARTE, Mia (WWU) Equitable Exchange: 
Collaborating Across Disciplines and Differences. This 
presentation features the lead social scientists on an NSF-funded 
multi-institution initiative that aims to effect culture change 
in the geosciences by elevating community-based research. 
We share how we are applying anthropology in service to this 
initiative through ethnographic research on geoscience culture 
and transformation and also contributing to the team’s efforts 
to train future scientists by mobilizing applied anthropology 
methods and ethics and offering critical science histories. 
This project is one example of the growing demand for social 
science in the sciences, an important arena for revitalizing 
applied anthropology and making our research actionable in the 
community and the academy. natalie.baloy@wwu.edu (W-34)

___________________________

BARGIELSKI, Richard, MOLNAR, Marisa, and VALDEZ, Alesia 
(OR Dept of Ed) “Whatever We Need to Do for Them”: A Case 
Study of Mckinney-Vento Service Providers at Four Oregon 
School Districts. Rates of housing instability in Oregon have 
continued to grow since the COVID-19 pandemic. Upon taking 
office, Oregon’s Governor issued an executive order directing 
state agencies to prioritize enhancing data collection and direct 
services for people navigating housing insecurity. As part of this 
charge, Oregon Department of Education researchers conducted 
qualitative research with McKinney-Vento liaisons and staff at 
four school districts across the state to better understand the 
resources, supports, assets, and barriers districts face supporting 
students navigating housing insecurity. This paper outlines 
the background, process, findings, and next steps to providing 
enhanced supports for individuals experiencing navigating 
housing insecurity. richard.bargielski@ode.oregon.gov (TH-14)

___________________________

BARTHOLOMEW, Ted and ANDERSON, Rachel (Scripps Coll), 
ABADI, Taliana (SDSU) Everyday Discrimination, Trauma, and 
Psychological Distress in a Refugee Community. The U.S. has 
a 2024 year ceiling of 124,000 possible people resettled with 
refugee status. Though this ceiling has increased in recent 
years, prior iterations of this limit reflect a context of ongoing 
discrimination and dehumanization people with refugee status 
have been made to endure in the U.S. Such discrimination has 
a potentially profound impact on the psychological health and 
distress of people with refugee status, many of whom have 
endured violence and forced migration when needing to leave 
their homes. Minority stress theory poses that discrimination is 
positively associated with psychological distress. Evidence also 
shows that people with refugee status are at risk for trauma 
exposure, which is also predictive of higher levels of distress. Given 
these relationships and the likelihood that people with refugee 
status are exposed to discrimination, we examine everyday 
discrimination experiences as a moderator of the relationship 

between trauma and distress. tbarthol@scrippscollege.edu (W-
48)

___________________________

BASTIAN, Hope (Wheaton Coll) Breastfeeding Bureaucracies, 
WhatsApp, and the Metrics of Cuban Maternal Infant Health. 
Based on ethnographic fieldwork in Havana and Cuban virtual 
spaces, this paper analyzes how postpartum life and health risks 
are shaped by local biomedical assemblages. I argue that Cuban 
biomedicine’s bureaucratization, in a highly politicized and 
centralized public health system, creates iatrogenic harms for 
infants and birthing people. Premature breastfeeding cessation 
is rooted in power struggles between health practitioners with 
distinct care cosmologies (evident in conflicts between hospital-
based obstetricians and neonatologists and between tertiary and 
primary care providers), as well as the overdependence on audit 
technologies, like Cuban infant weight gain charts, in neighborhood 
clinics. bastian_hope@wheatoncollege.edu (TH-85)

___________________________

BEAUDREAU, Anne (UW SMEA) Insider/Outsider Dynamics 
and Management Complexity in Pacific Salmon Fisheries. 
Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, settler colonialism and 
commercialization of Pacific salmon fisheries painfully disrupted 
longstanding systems of Indigenous stewardship and governance. 
Contemporary salmon management bears this challenging legacy 
and is a complex system of polycentric governance that operates 
across regional and international scales. I will draw from research 
with Southeast Alaska communities to reflect on (1) conflicting 
and convergent values regarding equitable access to salmon 
fishing, (2) beliefs regarding subsistence priority and the role of 
state and federal agencies in mediating access to salmon, and (3) 
conceptualizations about what constitutes “insider” or “outsider” 
status within salmon fisheries. annebeau@uw.edu (W-10)

___________________________

BECKHAM, Abigail and SHOREMAN-OUIMET, Eleanor (UConn) 
“Hope Is Not a Plan”: Preparedness-Disparity and Emergency 
Management in Connecticut, U.S. This work builds upon research 
investigating disaster preparedness in eastern Connecticut by 
presenting ethnographic data from EMDs in western Connecticut 
to assess preparedness disparity across the state. Previous work 
revealed a “Place of Disaster” where impending hazard events, 
socioeconomic inequity, and antiquated preparedness practices 
intersect with an over-reliance on decreasing volunteers. The 
current work examines in greater detail issues arising from 
municipal dependence upon mutual aid, volunteer-based EMDs, 
a lack of unified strategy from municipal departments, and the 
contribution of these themes to decreasing levels of disaster 
preparedness in the face of increasingly frequent and severe 
climate-induced weather events. abigail.beckham@uconn.edu 
(Whova)

___________________________

BEITL, Christine, HILTONSMITH, Julia, HARRELSON, Clea, and 
UR RAHMAN, Ashik, (U Maine) Partnerships in Power to Elicit 
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Stories From the Sea: A Case Study of Offshore Wind in Maine. 
As multiple institutions coordinate to develop policies and 
regulatory frameworks to advance offshore wind development 
in the Gulf of Maine, fishermen continue to raise concerns 
about competing uses of ocean spaces and the future of their 
livelihoods. Through our partnership with a state agency and a 
nonprofit organization, the goal of our project is to document 
fishermen’s stories from the sea that may be used to inform 
marine spatial planning. This paper contributes to the growing 
body of research on the anthropology of energy by illuminating 
insights about the asymmetrical power relations underlying 
state-driven energy transitions. christine.beitl@maine.edu (F-18)

___________________________

BELL, Alannah (U Arizona) Breaking the Clovis Glass Ceiling. This 
analysis of how Native American interpretations of their distant 
past are being considered reflects new scientific findings that 
challenge the previously held idea that Native people did not 
occupy North America longer than 12,000 years BP. This analysis 
engages with recent scientific findings that Native people were 
present in North America up to 40,000 years ago. Opening the 
scientific limits of Native presence affords a reinterpretation of the 
past using Native interpretations. Native American perspectives 
were derived from 404 ethnographic interviews with Numic-
speaking peoples, focused on 24 ancient springs near Death Valley, 
California, and Las Vegas, Nevada. bellaj0801@gmail.com (W-72)

___________________________

BENNARDO, Giovanni (NIU) Cultural Model Theory: A Polynesian 
Ontology. Cultural Model Theory (CMT) has brought cognitive 
anthropology back into the major fold of anthropological research 
and beyond. Contributions by scholars adopting CMT have grown 
to provide a kaleidoscopic array of research agendas conducive to 
a great number of findings. It is time to assess the field and look 
for patterns that may be emerging. This contribution represents 
an essential moment of reflection in testing the validity of this 
approach to the study of cultures. I present a detailed account 
of a research project attempting to describe the ontology of a 
Polynesian culture by adopting CMT and its necessary tri-partite 
methodology. bennardo@niu.edu (S-04)

___________________________

BENNETT-FORD, Ivy (Independent) The Architects of Power: 
Identity Politics and the Early Computer Programmer. Six women 
were responsible for the construction and verification of the 
Electronic Numerical Integrator and Computer (ENIAC) device. 
Personnel records show their presence, but history denies their 
expertise. This paper will explore the ways in which the value 
of work performed by a computer programmer came to be 
diminished by the politics of identity. It will demonstrate how 
this treatment is now commonplace in the computing field using 
participant ethnography. It will call upon historical evidence 
to paint a picture of exclusion, capital, and the architecture of 
power as we trace the nascence of the stored memory program. 
ivy.abford7@gmail.com (W-67)

___________________________

BENNETT, Elaine (Saint Vincent Coll) Purposeful Innovation: 
Building Mission-Aligned Strategies for AI Integration in Liberal 
Arts Education. This project reflects how mission-driven liberal 
arts institutions can navigate AI integration in higher education 
through community-based curricular reform. Drawing from 
participant observation, semi-structured interviews, and surveys 
with faculty, administrators, and students at a private religious 
college, this paper explores how institutional values and identity 
shape responses to AI’s pedagogical challenges. Findings 
explore how anthropological methods can bridge traditional 
academic culture with emerging technological imperatives while 
preserving core institutional missions. The approach described 
offers a framework for mission-centered curricular adaptation in 
response to AI. elaine.m.bennett@gmail.com (F-64)

___________________________

BERGER, Casey (Westminster U) “It Was Something to Do”: 
Male Adolescent Bonding Through Online Gore. This exploratory 
research examines the impacts of adolescent boys viewing gore 
videos through analysis of 28 qualitative survey responses. Gore-
watching influences instances of homosocial bonding to aid 
negotiations of masculine identities through competition, humor, 
and rebellion to conform to hegemonic ideals of masculinity that 
restrict emotion and glorify violence (Connell & Messerschmidt, 
2005; Murer & Schwarze, 2020). This research examines personal 
narratives of watching online gore and shock content within the 
framework of masculinity studies, establishing connections with 
violence, peer bonding, and gender role conflict (O’Neil, 2008), 
emphasizing the necessity for further research on the broader 
societal implications of gore-watching. caseyberger217@gmail.
com (F-26)

___________________________

BERGER, Margaret and KRETZLER, Ian (Cultural Resource 
Consultants) When the Pocket Expands: Survey and Delineation 
Testing at a Puget Sound Shell Midden. This paper presents a 
case study of managing a site that turned out to be more than 
a pocket. Cultural Resource Consultants (CRC) recently identified 
small, isolated, shell-midden deposits as part of a shoreline 
restoration project. CRC initially proposed test excavations, but 
consultation with Tribes and involved agencies pointed to another 
path forward: delineation testing around the midden. Testing 
determined that areas thought to be dominated by fill contained 
more extensive midden deposits, which warrant consideration as 
project design progresses. This work highlights the importance of 
close-interval delineation to evaluate whether apparent pockets 
are not, in fact, larger sites. margaret@crcwa.com (TH-104)

___________________________

BERGMAN, Amanda (NDSU) and HEINEMANN, Laura L. 
(Creighton U) “We Encourage You to Keep Calling, Keep Trying, 
Keep Quitting”: Tobacco/Nicotine Cessation and Missed 
Connections Between NDQuits and North Dakota Pharmacy. 
Pharmacists play an important role in patients’ efforts to quit 
tobacco and nicotine. North Dakota law requires pharmacists 
treating tobacco dependence to offer behavioral counseling 
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and/or refer patients to additional resources like NDQuits, a 
free state quitline that offers nicotine replacement therapies 
and personalized counseling. NDQuits offers an important suite 
of patient resources, but ongoing ethnographic research among 
North Dakota community pharmacies and tobacco prevention 
experts reveals communication gaps and missed connections. 
While examining challenges that prevent pharmacists from 
helping their patients and the quitline from fulfilling its mission, 
we also highlight interlocutors’ ideas and efforts to bridge these 
gaps. amanda.j.bergman@ndsu.edu (S-23)

___________________________

BEVERIDGE, Rachelle and GAVENUS, Erika (UBC) What Does 
Priority Mean in a Context of Decreasing Abundance?: Upholding 
Nuxalk Rights to Salmon Availability. Along the BC coast, First 
Nations face persistent systemic challenges to their access to 
salmon, including federal management practices that seem to 
contravene section 35(1) of the Canadian Constitution. Here, we 
consider how to assess whether these rights have been upheld 
in recent years, using case studies of sockeye and spring salmon 
in Nuxalk territory. Bringing together evidence from health, 
food security and fisheries science, and contributing restorative 
harvest and community perspectives, we assess Nuxalk fishing 
rights in terms of abundance, amount, and allocation. We then 
identify opportunities that would support greater First Nations 
salmon access. rachelle.beveridge@gmail.com (W-38)

___________________________

BHUIYAN, Md Khaled Bin Oli (Rutgers U), KHALAD, Mohammad 
Ibrahim (Jahangirnagar U), and CULLY, Siobhan M. (UNM) Kin 
Selection May Underlie Patterns in Gendered Kidney Donation 
in Bangladesh. Kidney transplantation among kin is a common 
means of managing end-stage kidney disease. Kidney donation is 
often gendered, which many studies have attributed to cultural 
gender preferences. Gendered patterns in kidney donation 
may also be understood in light of evolutionary theory. In this 
study, we use evolutionary theory to explain patterns in kidney 
donation in Bangladesh. Study findings reiterate female-to-
male patterns of kidney donation, with mothers being especially 
common donors, followed by sisters. Kin selection theory helps 
to explain this pattern, as mothers are likely to have completed 
childbearing relative to younger potential donors. k.bhuiyan@
rutgers.edu (S-25)

___________________________

BIESEL, Shelly Annette (U Maine & NPS) Co-Producing Knowledge 
in Site Interpretation: Lessons From Wabanaki Elders. Indigenous 
communities frequently face misrepresentation in museums 
and historical site narratives, but what constitutes equitable 
interpretation? This presentation examines the collaborative 
development of interpretive materials at St. Croix International 
Historic Site in Maine, involving Passamaquoddy cultural 
knowledge holders, elders, tribal council representatives, and 
youth. Our innovative interpretation method entails stepping 
back and allowing Indigenous partners to spearhead discussions 
and choices that shape the cultural stories represented at the 

site. I will address both the opportunities and the challenges 
associated with achieving more equitable interpretative efforts. 
shelly.biesel@maine.edu (TH-10)

___________________________

BILLINGSLEY, Krista (JMU) Violence During Peacetime in Nepal: 
Conflict Victims’ Experiences After the War. Although Nepal’s 
conflict ended in 2006, people there continue to experience 
political violence and human rights violations. Nepal has markers 
of a successful post-conflict transition, which include “free and 
fair elections,” transitional justice processes (e.g., truth and 
reconciliation commissions), and institutional reform. Yet, long-
term engaged ethnographic research with conflict victims reveals 
how people continue to face violence and stalled justice processes 
almost 20 years after the signing of the peace agreement. In this 
paper, I question common definitions of successful transitional 
justice processes amidst conditions of ongoing violence. 
kristabillingsley@gmail.com (Whova)

___________________________

BINGHAM, Julia, STELMACH, Greg, BOUDET, Hilary, and 
HAZBOUN, Shawn (OR State U), FIRESTONE, Jeremy (UDel), 
HIRSCH, Shana (UW), JACOBSON, Arne (Cal Poly Humboldt), 
JOHNSON, Teresa and NOBLET, Caroline (U Maine) Community 
Benefits and Impacts From Offshore Wind. U.S. federal goals 
for offshore wind (OSW) development are ambitious. A just 
renewable energy transition must be informed by communities’ 
values, needs, and vulnerabilities regarding potential benefits 
and impacts associated with hosting OSW infrastructure. 
Focusing on rural coastal communities and Tribal Nations in 
Washington, Oregon, California, and Maine, our research seeks 
to (1) categorize mechanisms for providing community benefits 
in existing U.S. OSW installations; (2) understand community 
preferences and expectations for OSW community benefit 
arrangements and decision making processes; (3) explore 
how communities’ needs, interests, and concerns change over 
time; and (4) provide actionable information for developing 
equitable community benefits. binghamj@oregonstate.edu 
(TH-18)

___________________________

BLAKE, Suzana (U Miami) Bridging Knowledge Gaps: Using Oral 
Histories to Understand Marine Resource Use and Resilience in 
Puerto Rico. This presentation explores the use of oral histories 
to address knowledge gaps in marine resource use in Puerto Rico, 
focusing on traditional, current, and shore-based fishing areas. 
Through personal accounts, we gain insights into ecosystem 
histories, climate change impacts, and community resilience. Oral 
histories reveal the lived experiences of fishers, documenting 
changes in marine ecosystems and fishing practices over time. 
These insights offer a ground-zero understanding of climate 
change’s direct impacts on both the marine environment and 
the communities that depend on it, informing future adaptive 
strategies for sustainability and resilience. suzana.blake@noaa.
gov (TH-78)

___________________________
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BLOCK, Ellen (CSBSJU) South African Doulas and the Public-Private 
Divide. In South Africa, middle-class women give birth in private 
clinics, while poor women give birth in large public hospitals. In 
many ways, care in private clinics is superior, including private 
rooms, attentive and friendly care, and longer hospital stays. 
Large public hospitals are notorious for poor treatment by 
healthcare personnel and short hospital stays. However, in public 
hospitals, there is a push to enact friendly mother-baby policies 
around postpartum care and breastfeeding, and Cesarian rates 
in the public hospitals are much lower. This research explores 
this dynamic from the perspectives of doulas supporting births in 
private and public settings. eblock@csbsju.edu (W-25)

___________________________

BLOCKSTEIN, Joshua (OR State U) and OLMETA SCHULT, 
Felicia (OR Sea Grant/OSU Ext) “Todos Preparados”: Culturally 
Responsive Emergency Preparedness for Hispanic/Latine 
Coastal Communities. In Oregon, Latine coastal communities 
are disproportionately vulnerable to Tsunamis because of 
employment located within inundation zones and a lack of 
multilingual resources. In collaboration with trusted community 
partners, we conducted a survey and organized two focus groups 
to identify gaps in hazard knowledge and delivery preferences 
of Latine communities, finding that tsunami preparedness was 
low and existing resources were not culturally relevant. In-person 
trainings on evacuation route wayfinding were developed and 
conducted in Spanish and were also expanded to additional 
Latine communities. Ongoing work is evaluating the impact of 
these trainings on preparedness attitudes, anticipatory actions, 
and social resilience. blockstj@oregonstate.edu (F-110)

___________________________

BLUM, Nichole and CHEYNEY, Melissa (OR State U) Mapping Early 
Experiences of Stress: Child-Centered Ethnography With 3-4 Year-
Olds in Western Oregon. This study examines how institutional 
stressors and supportive strategies in early education are 
embodied by preschool children (ages 3-4), identifying aspects 
of the school environment that induce stress versus those that 
promote emotional safety, coping, and calm. Using child-centered 
ethnography, the research adapts body mapping for young 
children, integrating the perspectives of the early childhood 
workforce through community-based participatory research 
practices. Findings will illustrate the value of ethnographic 
methods in elevating children’s voices, uncovering stress-inducing 
and protective factors within the early education system, and 
strengthening efforts to prioritize emotional well-being in early 
learning settings. blumni@oregonstate.edu (W-105)

___________________________

BOKE, Charis and KELLY, Sarah (Dartmouth Coll), REDDY, 
Elizabeth (CO Sch of Mines), SPANG, Aletha and SULLIVAN, Holly 
(Dartmouth Coll), BEZANSON, Noah (CO Sch of Mines) Rural Rivers 
Project: Teaching Critical Disaster Studies With Undergraduate 
Students. The rivers that made the rural towns of the Northeast 
now threaten them. Within a settler-modernist logic of control, 
ideas about managing water behavior result in the creation of 

social and technical infrastructure, which diminishes the capacity 
for disaster response and mitigation. In Vermont, towns where 
official flood response is hindered by washed-out mountain 
roads, residents take disaster response into their own hands. Our 
research team brings students into these spaces, engaging across 
two institutions in community-based participatory research on 
flooding disaster response, recovery, and mitigation with people 
in the Black and White River Valleys of Vermont. charis.ford.
morrison.boke@dartmouth.edu (S-37)

___________________________

BOONE, Hannah (UGA) Community Viewpoints on the Klamath 
Basin: Photo Elicitation and Perspectives on the Importance of 
Water in a Time of Transition. The historic project to remove 
four dams along the Klamath River was completed in late August 
2024 (Sherriff 2024), and accounting for diverse community 
perspectives on natural resource management decision making 
post-dam removal is integral. Part of the efforts to engage 
community members in thinking about decision making 
priorities was to conduct interviews with affected parties, which 
included participatory photography methods demonstrating 
the importance of water in the Klamath Basin. This paper will 
describe the process of using photo elicitation and our findings, 
detailing the community’s sense of environmental loss, the 
beauty of the Klamath Basin, and implications for future natural 
resource management. hannah.boone@uga.edu (W-107)

___________________________

BORGELT, Taylor (Purdue U) Considering Training in Deathcare: 
An Anthropological Lens Applied to Understand Medicolegal 
Frameworks. In revitalizing applied anthropology, we must 
reconsider how we study death and dying. Coronial work is an 
example of state-led death management, as coroners navigate the 
roles of state actor (law enforcement and local government) and 
deathcare provider (relating to patient care, family engagement, 
and local communities). This project explores my experiences 
taking a nationally-certified medicolegal death investigation 
training program, to practically and analytically understand how 
state priorities around death are communicated to people in 
medicolegal careers, like coroners. Engaging with Black Feminist 
principles, including politicization, care, intersectional identity, 
and experiential knowledge making, this project considers state-
made death. tborgelt@purdue.edu (F-55)

___________________________

BORSEY, Raven (WWU) 7th Generation Sovereignty: Jurisdictional 
Community Stewardship Before, During, and Beyond the Treaty 
Era. January 2025 marks 170 years since several Coast Salish 
nations signed the Treaty of Point Elliott with the U.S. As a member 
of the Lummi Nation, I am a 7th generation descendant; my 
daughter the 8th, my father the 6th, and my great-grandmother 
the 2nd. Generations fostered in intergenerational passing of 
inherent knowledge, surviving the vast impacts of colonialism. 
This presentation combines seven-generation thinking, 
embracing two-eyed seeing frameworks to analyze inherent 
rights, sovereignty, and jurisdictional communities before, 
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since, and beyond the treaty era. Revitalizing our jurisdictional 
practices is key to sustainability and sovereignty for the next 
seven generations. ravenborsey@settingsunproductions.org (W-
70)

___________________________

BOWNESS, Evan (Western U) and STEIN, Sharon (UBC) Reparative 
Research for the Climate and Nature Emergency. Research on the 
climate and nature emergency (CNE) often stems from the same 
anthropocentric and Eurocentric ontologies that caused the crisis 
in the first place. This paper explores a reparative approach to CNE 
research. We review how research can contribute to epistemic, 
relational, and material repair of the harms caused by colonial 
and industrial extractivism and dispossession and outline some 
challenges and possibilities for coordinating research across 
knowledge systems. We then outline some guiding principles for 
those new to reparative approaches. Finally, we invite researchers 
from all fields to reflect on how their work can support reparative 
research efforts. ebowness@uwo.ca (S-45)

___________________________

BOYETTE, Adam (Max Planck Inst) The Secret Lives of Research 
Questions: Cultural Evolution, Family Diversity, and the Break 
Room. This talk describes the emergence of a research question 
and approach—from inspiration through data wrangling and 
coffee table conversations to publication and wider aspiration. I 
review our study motivated by the paucity of research on family 
diversity among contemporary hunter-gatherers. We show that 
(1) stepparenting can, theoretically, increase the frequency and 
persistence of a new cultural trait and validate the premise of 
the model, and (2) many BaYaka children in our sample live with 
stepparents. Unpacking the study “metadata,” I also connect the 
complexities of field data collection to uncovering meaning as 
well as future research directions. adam_boyette@eva.mpg.de 
(F-40)

___________________________

BRAITBERG, Victor (U Arizona) and SIMMERS, Steven (Tucson 
Police Dept) From Critique to Conversation: How an Anthropologist 
and Police Officer Reimagined Policing and Structural Racism. 
Based on a 14-year friendship and collaborative research aimed 
at addressing systemic racism within a police department, we 
explore how an anthropologist and a police officer transformed 
each other’s understanding of policing. The anthropologist, 
who initially viewed police solely as agents of structural 
racism, now recognizes that officers’ lived experiences are also 
shaped by these structural forces. Conversely, the officer, once 
resistant to such critiques, now understands policing through 
the lens of structural racism. Our paper highlights the value of 
anthropological dialogue with law enforcement for meaningful 
reform that mitigates the harms of policing on minoritized and 
marginalized communities. victorb@arizona.edu (W-125)

___________________________

BRAUSE, Holly (NMSU) The Politics of Irrigation Efficiency in 
Southern New Mexico. In Southern New Mexico, drought, climate 

change, and litigation over groundwater use are driving desires to 
conserve water, especially in the agriculture sector. Agricultural 
water conservation projects taken on by individual farmers, 
state-sponsored programs, and non-governmental conservation 
entities promote efficient irrigation technologies as a solution 
to water scarcity. But, there are questions about whether or 
not efficiency really “saves” water. In this presentation, I use 
ethnographic data from long-term research in southern New 
Mexico to examine the politics of irrigation efficiency, its limits 
for water conservation, and its multispecies effects. hbrause@
nmsu.edu (TH-10)

___________________________

BRAZELTON, Elizabeth “Lisa” (UA) Hemp for Hope: Agency 
Among Alabama Minority Hemp Farmers. Hemp farming is 
risky business. The 2023 USDA Hemp Report showed a 71% 
decrease in hemp farming from 2022, and Alabama’s permitted 
hemp farmers decreased by 90% from 2019-2024. Newly 
legalized in 2014/2018, hemp was touted as a replacement 
crop for tobacco. Historically, Southern Black farmers were the 
predominant U.S. tobacco cultivators, but they are a minority 
among hemp farmers. I conducted field ethnography with five 
Black Alabama hemp farmers to examine racial biases and 
identify farmers’ challenges to success. I found that these 
farmers are redefining their roles, reflected in how they enact 
agency in a cannabis equity discourse. eabrazelton@crimson.
ua.edu (F-08)

___________________________

BREDA, Karen (U Hartford), DAVID, Helena and ACIOLI, Sonia 
(UERJ) The Anthropology of Public Health Nursing in Brazil, Chile, 
and the U.S. Nurses and other health care workers who practice 
in public health and primary health care settings in Brazil, Chile, 
and the U.S. have similar professional ethical-political bases, 
but the way they organize practice can be vastly different. We 
propose a reflection on how health systems and their principles 
affect and are affected by the work process of nurses in these 
countries, identifying common challenges for access to health. 
Critical applied medical anthropology offers a lens by which to 
understand the pressures of globalization and political economy 
on the practices of public health and primary health care cross-
nationally. breda@hartford.edu (Whova)

___________________________

BREDA, Karen (U Hartford), RAFAEL, Ricardo de Mattos Russo 
(State U Rio de Janeiro), and CARAVACA-MORERA, Jaime (U Costa 
Rica) Bans and Censorship of Travesti and Trans Identity in Brazil. 
Censorship and bans on actions and ideas can be political, moral, 
religious, or cultural. Scientific and public health controversies 
are on the rise. Censors seek to change public policy and laws. 
Sexual and gender minority groups are frequent targets of public 
disputes and censorship regarding scientific controversies. This 
paper examines the ideology of bans and censorship vis-à-
vis gender and racially diverse persons in Brazil. Despite their 
longstanding presence in Brazilian society, travesti and trans 
persons are considered the “most at-risk group in Brazil.” Applied 
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health anthropologists and providers analyze reports and case 
studies to bring to light this pressing issue. breda@hartford.edu 
(Whova)

___________________________

BRENTON, Barrett (Binghamton U), MILLER-CORCORAN, Kate 
and SUMMERLEE, Erin (Rural Health Network of S Central NY) 
Managing Chronic Disease and Food Insecurity Within Local 
Food Systems Through Produce Prescription (PRx) Programs. 
Produce Prescription (PRx) or Food as Medicine Programs have 
received increasing support for preventing and managing chronic 
disease. They are facilitated by partnerships between health 
care providers who write “prescriptions” (vouchers) for fresh 
fruits and vegetables to patients who are at risk or have been 
diagnosed with diet-related chronic illness, and local farmers’ 
markets, farm stands, and other retail options where they can 
be redeemed. This presentation will review an assessment and 
related policy implications of a PRx Program managed by the 
Rural Health Network of South Central New York that is also 
focused on targeting food-insecure (SNAP-eligible) individuals. 
bbrenton@binghamton.edu (F-115)

___________________________

BRENTON, Barrett, TYO, Ethan, HUMMEL, Taylor, and LANGLIE, 
BrieAnna (Binghamton U), FERGUSON, Angela (Onondaga 
Nation Farm) Decolonizing Relationships With Indigenous 
Haudenosaunee Communities Through University-Placed Three 
Sisters Gardens and Cycles of Rematriation. The Three Sisters 
(Maize, Beans, and Squash) Garden Initiative is a university 
collaboration with Haudenosaunee Nations in the spirit of the 
Two Row Wampum belt- Gaswéñdah. It represents a Living Treaty 
tied to the garden as a decolonizing alternative to performative 
Land Acknowledgements. This presentation discusses the 
principles and practices of sustaining a community-driven process 
of engagement embedded in growing a university-placed Three 
Sisters Garden. Insights from Indigenous partners on knowledge 
around food sovereignty, Rematriation of sacred seeds from 
botanical collections, and cycles of planting and harvesting the 
garden demonstrate pathways that can strengthen partnerships 
between Haudenosaunee Nations and universities. bbrenton@
binghamton.edu (W-86)

___________________________

BRIGHT, Allyna (Hendrix Coll) Where Does the Divide Stem From?: 
Athletes and Non-Athletes Strive to Mend the Rift. I examined the 
student-athlete/non-athlete divide on a small liberal arts campus 
in the South. Students, faculty, and administrators identify this 
rift as the most salient on campus, surpassing political, religious, 
or racial divisions. Using interviews from both student-athletes 
and student non-athletes on the campus, along with participant 
observations during an ongoing, open campus weekly discussion 
about the campus tensions, I illuminated the sources of the 
divide. I conclude by suggesting steps to bridge the division with 
applications for campuses around the country. brightallyna071@
gmail.com (TH-14)

___________________________

BROICH, Anna (USF) Observational Study of Anti-Abortion 
Centers in Tampa Bay. Anti-Abortion Centers (AACs) pose a 
grave threat to the reproductive health outcomes of Americans. 
Disguising themselves as licensed health clinics, AACs target 
vulnerable communities to prevent or delay abortion care. This 
secret-shopper study endeavors to understand the ways in which 
AACs in Tampa, Florida, communicate anti-abortion rhetoric to 
pregnant people seeking abortions. Thematic analyses from a 
series of phone calls and visits to AACs, wherein the researchers 
are posed as patients who are seeking abortion care, serve 
to empower people of reproductive age to make informed 
healthcare decisions without the influence of stigmatization, 
religion, or coercion. aebroich@usf.edu (TH-86)

___________________________

BROWN, Camille (BYU) From Love to Protest: Environmental 
Activism Among Quechua Singers in Ecuador. Quechua women, 
speakers of an Indigenous language in Amazonian Ecuador, are 
known for singing traditional music called “llakichina songs.” 
Historically, these songs evoke feelings of love, sadness, and 
empathy to influence the hearts of husbands or family members 
to return home. In recent years, however, many contemporary 
singers have adapted these traditional songs to address pressing 
concerns about their land, calling for a reconnection to the earth. 
This paper draws on ethnographic research to argue how modern 
Quechua singers reinterpret traditional “llakichina” songs to 
protest decisions regarding the treatment of the earth and their 
own land. (W-56)

___________________________

BROWN, James (CWU), COOPER, Jordan (AnchorQEA), and 
HACKENBERGER, Steve (CWU) Making Places on the Landscape: 
Monumentality of Semi-Subterranean Houses on the Columbia 
Plateau of North America. Hunter-gatherer settlements of the 
Columbia Plateau were characterized by semi-subterranean 
houses. Studies of these structures in terms of size and 
construction labor cost focus on the types and amounts of kin 
cooperation required to maintain large homes. We develop 
measures of house and family size for different residential 
patterns (patrilocal, bilocal, matrilocal) to infer changes in 
population demographics for regions of the Middle to Upper 
Columbia River. This research seeks to provide answers within 
a broader framework how rapid increases in house numbers 
and size might represent in situ population increases and/or in 
movements. (S-15)

___________________________

BROWN, Jayme, LINN, Colleen, and OWUOR, Patrick Mbullo 
(Wayne State U) The Infrastructural Challenge: Limitations of 
Unconditional Cash Transfer as HIV Prevention Mechanisms 
Among Young Women in Kisumu, Kenya. Despite global efforts to 
reduce HIV, high cases of new infections persist, especially among 
girls and young women in sub-Saharan Africa. Novel interventions 
such as unconditional cash transfer programs designed for HIV 
prevention among young people have shown some success 
with positive health outcomes. However, the infrastructural 
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challenges to such structural interventions, particularly among 
young women, are underexplored. This research examines the 
technological challenges of accessing unconditional cash transfers 
for HIV prevention among young women in Kenya. Policymakers 
must address infrastructural barriers to enhance access to critical 
resources needed to cushion vulnerable populations from poor 
health. (S-54)

___________________________

BROWN, Jill, ROGGE, Emily, and CHRISTOFFERSEN, Maria 
(Creighton U) Can Worldview Help Us Understand the Polycrisis. 
Our paper brings the construct of worldview into closer 
conversation with our planet’s polycrisis. Worldview is a set of 
assumptions about physical and social reality that has significant 
effects on cognition and behavior yet is underrepresented in 
most cross-cultural psychology (Kim, 2024). In the paper, models 
of worldview will be discussed. We then discuss psychological 
and behavioral correlates of worldview, presenting our own 
exploratory research of how worldview is related to sharing 
strategies between cultural communities in Namibia (Calvin, 
Brown, & Kamwanyah, 2024). The paper concludes by discussing 
the malleability of worldview and interventions designed to 
shape worldview. jillbrown@creighton.edu (TH-103)

___________________________

BROWN, Joshua (U Colorado) Sharing Arctic Indigenous 
Knowledge Through Digital Tools and Storytelling Techniques 
to Mobilize Support. This paper explores utilizing traditional 
and evolving Indigenous knowledge, digital technologies, and 
storytelling to mobilize audiences. It primarily features Arctic 
Indigenous communities’ communication approaches and 
considerations in navigating social and ecological flux while 
advocating for Indigenous rights and well-being. Additionally, 
it will surface Indigenous communities’ current dynamics, 
with fraught legal and political power and other conditions, 
creating complexities narrators need to consider when utilizing 
knowledge and tools in storytelling. Finally, it will focus on 
strategies and tactics to convey Indigenous peoples’ histories, 
cultures, and contemporary lived realities to their communities, 
other Indigenous communities, often far-off public audiences, 
and political actors. joshua.brown-2@colorado.edu (W-47)

___________________________

BROWN, Shan-Estelle (Rollins Coll) The Role of Medical 
Anthropology in Community-Based Participatory Research for 
HIV Prevention Among Cisgender Black Women in Central Florida. 
This project addresses targeted HIV prevention among American 
Black women, a group disproportionately affected by HIV. 
Through a community-engaged approach and an interdisciplinary 
team, we collaborated with diverse stakeholders, including local 
HIV/AIDS organizations and Black women, to identify barriers 
to effective prevention. Using individual interviews and group 
concept mapping, we sought to promote a culture of health 
where interventions are tailored to the specific needs of Central 
Florida Black women. This presentation explores the intersection 
of community-engaged research with medical anthropology and 

ethnography, emphasizing the importance of communicating 
anthropology’s value to broader audiences. sbrown1@rollins.
edu (TH-105)

___________________________

BRUNA, Sean (WWU) An Ethnographic Look Inside a Federal 
Initiative. In this presentation, a Senior Advisor at a federal 
agency explores the role of scaling from individual subject matter 
science to national policy and provides recommendations for 
anthropologists who wish to have their research inform national 
policy. Using a national initiative he led as a case study, he 
presents the strategic coordination of various components—
research by scholars, national organizations, congress, career 
staffers, and representatives of multiple federal agencies, among 
others—to move from individual science to policy. While not 
ethnographic in the formal use of the term, he argues that the 
initiative’s success stems from the application of ethnographic 
insights into the “field” of policy. brunas@wwu.edu (F-45)

___________________________

BRUSH, El (UC Denver) Paradise Lost: A Mixed Methods Study 
Exploring the Role of Religious Trauma in Illness Experiences of 
Autoimmune Disease. Religious trauma is a growing phenomenon 
within Christian Evangelicalism, and research indicates long-term 
mental health consequences for survivors. However, the impact 
on physical health has yet to be fully explored, despite evidence 
that trauma increases the risk for autoimmune disease and can 
influence how people experience illness. Due to chronic shame, 
psychosocial control, and toxic theology, traumatic experiences 
within Christian Evangelicalism may contribute to unique barriers 
when attempting to navigate an autoimmune disease. Using 
semi-structured interviews and body mapping, this project 
explores how those with religious trauma make sense of their 
bodies, health, and identity throughout intersecting experiences 
of illness and trauma. elizabeth.brush@ucdenver.edu (W-85)

___________________________

BRYAN, Catherine (Dalhousie U) Social Work Labour and Social 
Reproduction Under the Conditions of Capitalism. Drawing on the 
author’s tenure as an anthropologist and social work educator 
and recent research on child protection social work, this paper 
contributes to a nascent anthropology of social welfare. It 
details the welfare state’s social reproductive function under 
the conditions of Canadian capitalism and how social workers 
understand their role as state-embedded actors who, through 
relational and bureaucratic labour, support (and contest) the 
state’s operations and collaboration with capital. Concurrently, 
it elaborates on the gendered organization of their work. A 
reflection of their alienated labour, the ensuing devaluation is 
productive for the state, as it reinforces an additional register of 
exclusion, which social workers must navigate in the service of 
their own reproduction. c.bryan@dal.ca (W-116)

___________________________

BUCCELLO, Taylor (OR State U) Reproductive Refugee Abortion 
Seeking and Abortion Receiving Experiences in Post-Roe 
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Oregon. This study uses semi-structured interviews to examine 
the abortion-seeking and abortion-receiving experience of 
reproductive refugees coming to western Oregon post-Roe. 
Specifically, it aims to (1) identify and systematically review 
existing literature on the impact of U.S. abortion bans on care 
structures in Oregon, (2) conduct expert interviews with state-
level abortion access advocates, and (3) collect and analyze 
abortion narratives from reproductive refugees arriving in 
Oregon. This presentation will describe my work as an Uplift Lab 
researcher and emphasize Uplift Lab’s dedication to centering 
the voices and priorities of those living the experiences we wish 
to study. taylorbuccello@gmail.com (W-105)

___________________________

BUCCI, Deb (Fielding Grad U) Applying Anthropology to the 
Human Experience of Hurricane Disasters in Greenville, SC, and 
Western North Carolina. This study investigates the human 
experience of hurricane disasters in Greenville, SC, and Western 
North Carolina, using an Applied Anthropology approach to 
explore cultural and social aspects of disaster response and 
recovery. Through ethnographic methods, the research examines 
how these communities perceive and manage the challenges 
posed by hurricanes. Key themes include local resilience, the role 
of social networks, cultural practices, and barriers to accessing 
aid, especially in rural and mountainous areas. The findings 
provide insights into the impacts on all affected individuals, 
offering culturally sensitive recommendations to improve 
disaster resilience and recovery efforts in the region. deb@
livewellstrategies.com (S-42)

___________________________

BUDE, Alex (U Puget Sound) Development Paradigms and 
Smallholder Realities in Cambodia’s Mango Sector. Cambodia’s 
2016 Master Plan for Crop Production designates mango as a 
priority crop for intensive value chain development, aligning with 
the nation’s goal to meet high-income country status by 2050. The 
encounters between international development organizations 
and target populations, wherein development projects are 
imagined and effectuated, are often bound by principles of 
authority that favor the former. This project centers instead 
on the personal narratives of thirty mango smallholders across 
seven Cambodian provinces, putting them in conversation with 
prevailing paradigms of agricultural development in Cambodia. 
Development creates a complex array of challenges for these 
smallholders and undermines their agency. abude@pugetsound.
edu (W-22)

___________________________

BUGBEE, Mary (UConn) Resisting Private Equity’s Incursion Into 
Healthcare in the U.S. and Abroad. Private equity (PE) investments 
are contributing to the growing trend of the financialization of 
health, with devastating consequences for patients, workers, 
and communities in the U.S. and abroad. PE-owned companies 
depart from other forms of for-profit healthcare in their excessive 
debt loads, relative lack of transparency around their finances, 
and extractive financial tactics that generate outsized returns for 

investors alongside harms for healthcare workers and patients. 
This paper will explore the unique financial strategies deployed 
by PE in healthcare and how activist groups, regulators, and 
unions are fighting back. mary.bugbee@uconn.edu (W-114)

___________________________

BUHRMASTER, Zoë (Portland State U) “Your Food Is Who You Are”: 
Food Sovereignty Within a Native Urban Community Garden. 
This paper examines food sovereignty in a community garden 
managed by the Native American Youth and Family Center (NAYA) 
in Portland. Initiated in 2019, the garden grows First Foods and 
medicinal plants, offering cultural revitalization, health benefits, 
and community engagement with food sources. Interviews with 
coordinators highlight food sovereignty as a relational approach 
to plants and access to ancestral foods. The garden also serves 
as an educational and ceremonial space, bridging traditional 
practices and modern challenges like climate change. This study 
situates the garden within broader Indigenous food sovereignty 
efforts, emphasizing its role in urban Native health and cultural 
continuity. zoe.buhrmaster@gmail.com (W-96)

___________________________

BUNKLEY, Emma (UC Denver) The Weight of Rumor. Type 2 
diabetes causes rapid weight loss. In Senegal, weight loss is 
often a reason women seek out a biomedical diagnosis for 
their ailment. Loss of weight has negative connotations, from 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and financial troubles to an unhappy 
marriage. When women lose weight, they become the subject of 
rumors and gossip in their communities. This leads to isolation. 
Research shows that isolation has deleterious mental health 
effects, especially in places as communal as Senegal. Worsening 
mental health exacerbates diabetes. This presentation explores 
Senegalese women’s experiences with weight loss due to 
diabetes and the effects weight loss has on lived experience and 
social networks. emma.bunkley@ucdenver.edu (TH-144)

___________________________

BURGER, Annetta (Oak Ridge Nat’l Lab) The Evolving Roles for 
Anthropologists in the Computational Social Sciences. Advances 
in artificial intelligence and computer simulations have created a 
growing need for anthropological knowledge and skills to provide 
cultural awareness, understanding of the human context, and 
critical thinking in computational methodologies. Extensions of 
anthropology into code and algorithms can bridge qualitative 
and quantitative work through applications in experimental 
design and data collection, assessments of limitations and 
bias, and verification and validation of computational results. A 
growing body of work provides examples of how these worlds 
can be bridged through synthetic populations assessments and 
validation of the realism of daily patterns of life in human mobility 
models of Irbid, Jordan. burgerag@ornl.gov (F-34)

___________________________

BURGES, Nikketa (UC Denver) Zines as Radical Anthropology: 
Applying DIY to Amplify Unhoused Narratives and Harm 
Reduction Praxes. I created zines about unhoused individuals 
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and harm reduction practices as part of my activist medical 
anthropology creative work in Colorado. Topics included lived and 
living experiences of people who use drugs (PWUD), the impact 
of housing shortages on PWUD, and outreach with unhoused 
individuals in the form of wound care and unauthorized harm 
reduction supplies. The stories and artwork make visible unmet 
community needs and the urgency to end encampment sweeps 
and criminalization of PWUD. How can zines help to foster policy 
change? What emergent theories of zines in the streets are 
required to eliminate structural inequalities? nikketa.burges@
ucdenver.edu (S-10)

___________________________

BURKE, Nancy (UC Merced) Moral Actors and Structured Neglect: 
Community-Based Organizations Responding to COVID-19. In 
response to disparities in COVID-19 vaccine and testing access, 
alongside unequal disease burden in minoritized population 
groups, the NIH created the Community Engaged Alliance 
Against COVID-19. This paper reports on CEAL collaborations 
with community-based organizations (CBOs) serving Punjabi 
poultry workers, Latino farmworkers, and Hmong small-scale 
farmers in California’s Central Valley. Analysis of interviews and 
fieldnotes detail the ways CBOs filled in the gaps left by decades 
of underfunding local public health infrastructure to increase 
access to vaccines and testing, direct access to culturally and 
linguistically appropriate information and COVID-19 resources, 
and advocate for labor rights and housing support. nburke2@
ucmerced.edu (TH-105)

___________________________

CABRAL, Ale (UCLA) Policing Practices, Structural Vulnerability, 
and Drug-Related Harms. Policing practices are structural 
determinants of health, including for people who use drugs 
(PWUD). Through the lens of structural vulnerabilities, or the 
ways in which an individual or group’s interactions with normative 
hierarchies place them at risk for negative health outcomes, this 
paper studies the role of policing in the production of drug-related 
harms. Drawing from a larger mixed-methods study of overdose, 
survey data assess the relationship between law enforcement 
interactions and opioid overdose, while interviews with PWUD 
and community stakeholders contextualize experiences of 
structural vulnerability to implicate how policing perpetuates 
harms and to imagine alternative ways to address overdose. (W-
113)

___________________________

CABRERA, Gabrielle (Dartmouth Coll) The Moral Economy of 
Migrant Narratives. This paper assesses how narratives function 
as a form of social capital and how the prevalent narrative on 
undocumented immigrants depends on a moral economy 
as a frame for immigration reform. I demonstrate that these 
narratives are broad and diverse, and people are fashioning 
themselves depending on the specific context. This paper (1) 
explores the calculus one must engage in when debating how 
to structure their stories and to which audience, (2) rejects 
the form of personhood reliant on “good moral character,” and 

(3) considers what undocumented epistemologies offer for 
dismantling understanding of personhood as tied to juridical 
citizenship. gabrielle.cabrera@dartmouth.edu (W-112)

___________________________

CADZOW, Renee (U Buffalo) Participant Observation Training as 
Preparation for Interprofessional Education (IPE). The culminating 
activity for an undergraduate 100-level health humanities 
course was to participate in an interprofessional education (IPE) 
healthcare simulation with students in clinical programs. To 
observe, critique, and write the continuation of the scenario for 
their final assignment, we prepared students with several weeks 
of interactive content on participant observation methods, 
implicit bias, effective communication, and the history and 
culture of healthcare. This paper will describe the coursework, 
evaluation, and a qualitative analysis of student perceptions. 
This will inform strategies for future integration of anthropology 
in healthcare experiential learning. rcadzow@buffalo.edu (W-34)

___________________________

CALL, Tristan (Southern Crossroads) Captive Labor and the State 
in 21st Century U.S. Agriculture. In agriculture, farmworkers’ 
problems are often understood as “exclusion” from New Deal 
labor protections, employers’ ability to avoid “regulation,” and 
society’s “abandonment” of farmworkers. But, using ethnographic 
examples from Tennessee farms, I argue that employers degrade 
farmwork and hyperexploit farmworkers not just because of 
government “inaction,” but also through capturing hyperattentive 
state regulatory power while exercising governing power 
themselves. I explore how the Southern plantation system has 
adapted and institutionalized several modern and interrelated 
forms of captive labor, which allow employers to periodically 
reshuffle their workforce, using prison work-release programs, 
the threat of immigrant incarceration, and single-employer 
“guestworker” programs. tristancall@gmail.com (W-142)

___________________________

CALLEJAS, Linda M. (USF) Beyond the Provision of Local Guidance: 
The Role of Applied Anthropologists in Critical Examination of Child 
Protection Systems Here and Abroad. Research within U.S. child 
protection systems has generally been undertaken by sociologists 
and social workers, while anthropologists have typically studied 
systems in other countries with some exceptions. The growth of 
parent advocacy efforts in the U.S. and elsewhere has increased 
research interest among social scientists. My presentation will 
draw from ethnographic data on grassroots efforts to mobilize 
system-involved families’ shared experiences of harm to consider 
how these efforts reflect emerging global consensus about 
the need for widespread policy and system change. Applied 
anthropologists can offer critical perspectives in our current era 
on institutions of social control like child protection systems. 
callejas@usf.edu (W-116)

___________________________

CANTY-JONES, Eliza (OR Historical Society) Partnering With 
OCDP: Getting Data Into the World. The Oregon Historical 
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Society’s (OHS) partnership with OCDP includes sponsoring and 
co-hosting public programs, collaborating on a special issue of the 
Oregon Historical Quarterly, and creating educational resources. 
The Winter 2021 issue of the Quarterly, guest co-edited by 
Chelsea Rose and Jennifer Fang, reached thousands of readers 
and provided abstracts in English and Chinese as well as three 
complete articles translated into Chinese. It informed a series 
of public programs in 2022 and the first curriculum on Chinese 
history in Oregon, released in Fall 2024. Working with OCDP has 
changed how OHS staff understand and present Chinese diaspora 
history in Oregon. Eliza.Canty-Jones@ohs.org (F-14)

___________________________

CARNEY, Megan (U Arizona) The Promise(s) of Exit: Fugitivity 
and Abolition in the Ongoing Violence of Neoliberal Carceral 
States. This paper presents some of the varied manifestations 
of “exit from the U.S.,” including heightened emigration of U.S. 
citizens, while analyzing their broader connections to systems of 
violence and psychosocial well-being. Among those exploring the 
possibility of leaving the U.S., a question often arises regarding 
what alternatives might exist to physical exit. Some ask how they 
might instead agitate for change “at home” rather than pursue 
a life abroad. My paper considers exit as praxis in examining 
contemporary social formations and emergent communities 
in the U.S. that explicitly refuse state institutions and logics. 
Drawing on ethnographic, interview, and autoethnographic data 
with grassroots coalitions based primarily in Washington state 
and Arizona, I examine how people engage in collective action 
to mobilize toward life-affirming and liberatory futures that 
transcend and exceed neoliberal carceral logics. megcarney@
gmail.com (TH-22)

___________________________

CARNEY, Molly (OR State U), SCHER, Naomi (Far Western Anth 
Group), NEUBAUER, Fernanda (UCLA), and TUSHINGHAM, 
Shannon (CA Academy of Sci) Preserving Traditions: The Role 
of Smoking and Air-Drying in Ancestral Plateau Cuisines. Food 
preservation techniques and technologies are designed to keep 
food safe for future use. As part of our broader collaborative 
efforts exploring histories of food security, we look at the ways 
foods were preserved by ancestral Plateau peoples at 45PO358, 
a mid-Holocene earth oven site. Drawing on macrobotanical, 
microbotanical, and wood charcoal datasets, we hypothesize 
that many of the diverse plant foods identified were steamed, 
toasted, smoked, or air-dried. We focus on how smoking and 
air-drying alter the chemical composition of these traditional 
foods and consider ways of merging contemporary food safety 
guidelines with traditional practices. carnemol@oregonstate.edu 
(TH-69)

___________________________

CARR, Codey J. (UMD) and JARPPI, Kayla (Lawrence U & UMD) 
Health Equity and Harm Reduction in Washington, DC: Rethinking 
Theoretical and Empirical Approaches Towards an Understanding 
of Harm Reduction Vending Machines. Harm reduction vending 
machines (HRVMs) are novel interventions aimed at addressing 

drug-related harms and the broader overdose crisis. Rooted in 
community-based legacies of harm reduction, we reconsider 
current empirical and theoretical methods in the context of 
HRVMs. This presentation will discuss the possibilities of using 
an intersectional justice framework that centers inclusivity, with 
respect to gender and sexual identities, in concert with empirical 
approaches using innovative HRVM and survey data to identify 
predictors of service utilization. We ask: how can a multifaceted 
approach towards this intervention promote both health 
justice and accountability within/among community-researcher 
interactions? ccarr21@umd.edu, kayla.j.jarppi@lawrence.edu 
(TH-83)

___________________________

CARRILLO, Erika (SJSU) and BRILLER, Sherylyn (Purdue U) A Smart 
Move: Collaborative Applied Anthropology and Human-Tech 
Interfaces. Applied anthropologists often work on aging projects, 
including in multidisciplinary settings. We discuss our experiences 
as applied cultural anthropologists collaborating with a range 
of colleagues outside of our discipline, including engineers, 
industrial designers, and occupational therapists on aging 
projects. We each discuss working on human-tech interfaces. 
First, a project about the designing of a smart assistive device for 
people with dementia is featured. Then, a project about using 
anthropology to teach others about designing technology for 
people over the life course is covered. From these experiences, 
we will highlight some practical advice for successfully applying 
anthropology in multidisciplinary research collaborations. erika.
carrillo@sjsu.edu (W-53)

___________________________

CASTAÑEDA, Heide (USF) Racialized (Im)mobilities and the 
Politics of Belonging: USF Community-Based Research in 
Morocco. Large populations of sub-Saharan Africans are settling 
in Morocco with irregular/undocumented status, often after 
failed attempts to reach Europe. As the state addresses this new 
pattern of settlement, migrants live in precarious conditions 
and face everyday racism, violent attacks, and dire poverty. 
This paper examines processes of racialization within a novel 
context shaped by postcolonial factors, a history of slavery, and 
regional political demands. We report on three years of research 
in southeastern Morocco to highlight how racial hierarchies and 
xenophobia serve as key mechanisms through which nations 
draw lines between those who belong and “others” who are 
denied membership. hcastaneda@usf.edu (TH-128)

___________________________

CASTELLANOS, Christian (CSUN) AI Blues: A Case Study 
in Technology, Cultural Heritage Institutions, and Applied 
Anthropology. Artificial intelligence promises to democratize 
and provide one with the ability to optimize tasks and create in a 
matter of seconds. The proficiency in technology is also a factor 
that, for small cultural heritage institutions, can liberate the 
workload or become a hindrance. In this paper, I aim to discuss 
the parallels between these institutions and the revitalization 
efforts of applied anthropology. By using my experience in 
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NPCON, various meetings with small historical societies, and my 
time as a part-time archivist, I argue that interdisciplinary skills 
are essential for these institutions and applied anthropology. 
christian.castellanos.29@my.csun.edu (F-10)

___________________________

CAVES, Meghan (U Idaho) Cross-Generational Archaeology 
at Tku̓́pa—Utilla Indian Agency—Fort Henrietta: Analyzing an 
Assemblage Spanning 40 Years of Cultural Resource Protection 
Work. On the banks of the Umatilla River, there is a place called 
tku̓́pa, named for the tulle reeds gathered there by the Umatilla 
people since time immemorial. Euro-American encroachment 
to this place brought the Oregon Trail, the Utilla Indian Agency, 
Fort Henrietta, and now a town called Echo, Oregon. Cultural 
resource work throughout the 1980s verified a multicomponent 
archaeological site representing the activities from each chapter 
of the land’s use. In response to emergency riverbank restorations 
in 2023, a Memorandum of Agreement required comprehensive 
reanalysis of the site assemblage to mitigate adverse effects, the 
results of which I present here. mcaves@uidaho.edu (TH-13)

___________________________

CERVENY, Lee (USFS PNRS), ARMATAS, Christopher (USFS 
RMRS), THOMAS, Alyssa (USFS PNRS), RANDRUP, Kristina (UW), 
and KAMINSKI, Abigail (USFS PNRS) Socio-Spatial Approaches 
to Engage the Public Around Post-Wildfire Planning in National 
Forests of the Pacific Northwest. Over the past decade, wildfire 
events have increased in frequency and intensity in Pacific 
Northwest forests. National forest managers rely on a variety 
of inputs to guide plans for postfire restoration and recovery in 
these burned landscapes. We developed a public engagement 
approach using a socio-spatial tool (human ecology mapping) 
to identify priority sites and elicit ecosystem benefits as well 
as preferences for forest treatments and investments. Our 
presentation focuses on applications in two national forests—
the Mendocino (California) and the Willamette (Oregon). We 
describe the approach, share project highlights, and discuss 
applicability to other forest settings. lee.cerveny@usda.gov (W-
44)

___________________________

CHAPMAN, Brandon (RCBC) Cultural Models of Communism and 
Capitalism in Russia. Middle-aged and elder Russians of today 
have first-hand experiences with the dismantling of a near-fully 
autocratic Socialist political economy and then, within a decade, 
the failure of a primarily privatized, market, and democratic 
political economy known as the “Transition Era.” Living through 
such rapid failures of two diametrically opposed political 
economies suggests that Russians should have skepticism of 
these systems. Responses (n=67) to a questionnaire from current 
Russian citizens who were adults during the Transition show deep-
rooted cultural models that help explain how these experiences 
of political and economic transformation have resulted in doubt 
about two major political-economic systems. bchapman@rcbc.
edu (W-116)

___________________________

CHAPMAN, Christopher (U Oxford) Traversing a Precarious 
Home: Rethinking Belonging and Displacement in Child Welfare. 
Japan’s child welfare system relies on a network of nearly 600 
privately managed residential care institutions. The use and 
continued dominance of this system is a longstanding pain 
point among welfare advocates and contradictory to global 
discourses on children’s rights, with critique centering on the 
socio-developmental harm caused by institutionalization. This 
paper presentation explores the lived experience of youth in care 
to better understand client needs. Findings illustrate how the 
position of being in state care is more than emplacement. Rather, 
it is a child’s holistic journey through and social displacement 
by the care system that shapes embodied understandings 
of belonging. Overall, this talk offers new ways to think about 
children’s care needs and placemaking, inclusive ways to position 
youth voice in applied ethnographic research on child welfare, 
and build the relationship between anthropology and social 
work. (S-17)

___________________________

CHARNLEY, Susan (USFS PNRS) Community Forestry in the 
Pacific Northwest: Addressing the “Leftovers” Problem. The 
forest products industry and controversy over industrial forest 
management have a long history in the Pacific Northwest. 
Seeking control over how local forests are managed, communities 
have been purchasing former timber company land to establish 
community forests, managing them in an environmentally sound 
way for local community benefit. A key challenge is obtaining 
funding for land acquisition and operations. Community groups 
typically can only afford marginal or cutover forestland that 
others don’t want: “leftovers,” which don’t generate sufficient 
revenue to be financially sustainable. I explore this challenge and 
potential policy solutions to support community forestry in the 
Pacific Northwest. susan.charnley@usda.gov (W-44)

___________________________

CHAUTEMS, Caroline (UCSB) Doulas Navigating the Margins of 
Biomedical Perinatal Care in Switzerland and Anthropologists as 
Cultural Mediators. While medical studies highlight doula care’s 
benefits, many Swiss healthcare professionals challenge doulas’ 
legitimacy, relegating them to the healthcare system margins, 
where they must constantly negotiate access to maternity wards. 
While doulas can unsettle discriminating structures and practices 
in the birthplace, their scope for action remains limited and in 
balance, jeopardizing their access to healthcare facilities. Doulas 
and biomedical professionals come from diverse backgrounds 
and professional cultures, increasing communication difficulties. 
Based on interviews with 15 doulas and 20 healthcare 
professionals working in public Swiss hospitals, this paper 
explores these misunderstandings and reflects on the role of 
anthropologists as mediators. cchautems@ucsb.edu (W-25)

___________________________

CHAVAJAY, Pablo (UNH) Parent-Child Participation in Organizing 
Children’s Daily Activities in Maya Families. This study examined 
the everyday activities of children in a Maya town in Guatemala. 
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Eighty-eight first-grade children and their parents were 
interviewed separately about children’s daily activities inside and 
outside the home and the role children and parents played in 
organizing the daily activities. Findings indicate that parents more 
frequently organized children’s participation in formal activities 
outside the home, while children tended to play more active 
roles in organizing and deciding on their involvement in informal 
activities inside and outside their homes. Results are discussed 
in the context of Maya cultural practices and expectations of 
decision making involving participation in daily activities in 
families and communities. Pablo.Chavajay@unh.edu (TH-103)

___________________________

CHEEK, Linden (USF), FAUX, Victor and GIBSON, Natasha 
(Fragments of Hope), MCKENNA, Rory and TROTZ, Maya (USF) 
Co-Creation Through Capacity Sharing in Coastal Engineering: 
Lessons From a Case Study in Southern Belize. This paper explores 
how anthropological methods enhance co-designed research in 
engineering and natural science. In a case study at Laughing Bird 
Caye National Park, Belize, a coastal engineering Ph.D. student 
and coral restoration practitioners collaborated to design and 
execute an experiment on wave attenuation of restored coral 
reefs. Practitioners’ local knowledge informed the engineer’s 
technical planning. Practitioners were trained to independently 
collect data, reducing external reliance. Interviews captured 
their experiences, highlighting successes and challenges in 
capacity-sharing. This work offers methodologies for co-creation 
partnerships in social and natural sciences, aligning academic 
and community goals for shared ownership of research and 
outcomes. linden3@usf.edu (F-77)

___________________________

CHEN, Binhua (U Auckland) Integrating Class Analysis in 
Autoethnography: Enhancing Critical Consciousness Among 
Social Practitioners. Applied anthropology employs diverse 
observational and analytical methods to examine social practices, 
with autoethnography connecting personal narratives to broader 
contexts in education and social work. Narrative approaches may 
risk self-indulgence, but critical analysis can enable practitioners 
to examine the status quo and their practice. Although some 
autoethnographic practices integrate intersectional and 
Indigenous perspectives, socioeconomic considerations remain 
underdeveloped. This study proposes that incorporating class 
analysis deepens autoethnographic inquiry, enhancing its 
capacity to foster critical consciousness among practitioners. 
binhua.chen@auckland.ac.nz (Whova)

___________________________

CHEN, Bo Jie (Ctr for Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault 
Prevention-Taoyuan) Intersecting Identities: Mental Health of 
Foreign Gay Men With HIV in Taiwan During COVID-19. This study 
examines the mental health of foreign gay men living with HIV 
in Taiwan during the COVID-19 pandemic. Due to their sexual 
orientation, HIV status, and foreign nationality, these individuals 
faced heightened stigma and isolation, which negatively impacted 
their mental well-being. Barriers to healthcare access, including 

HIV treatment and mental health services, were exacerbated 
by pandemic-related restrictions. Additionally, the lack of social 
support, increased anxiety, and fear of discrimination further 
worsened their mental health. This research highlights the need 
for targeted mental health interventions and support systems to 
address these compounded challenges. (TH-80)

___________________________

CHEN, Ran (U Arizona) Preserving Cultural Heritage: 
Ethnoarchaeological Collaboration With Museums, Local 
Businesses, and Communities. This project presents, preserves, 
and shares traditional beer-brewing knowledge in Zhejiang, China. 
Archaeological residue analysis of prehistoric pottery suggests 
red rice beer consumption, while ethnoarchaeological studies 
show that local villagers still use similar brewing methods today. 
The local museum can incorporate this new information into 
future exhibits on beer-brewing pottery. A local family brewery 
can promote its authentic traditional brewing practices to 
enhance business. Villagers can preserve and convey this cultural 
knowledge through video and written records. These three levels 
of engagement illustrate the value of linking ethnography and 
archaeology in collaboration with communities to preserve and 
promote cultural heritage. ranchen95@arizona.edu (W-97)

___________________________

CHEN, Yi-Tsun (Taiwan’s Artificial Intelligence Workforce 
& Network Inc) In Between Identities: Caregiving Through 
Uncertainty, Gazing Across Boundaries. This paper follows three 
ganranzhe (HIV-infected individuals) in Taiwan since 2012, 
exploring their experiences through pre-pandemic, pandemic, 
and post-pandemic times. It examines how multiple marginalized 
identities—due to HIV, homosexuality, disability, and poverty—
have impacted their lives, yet caregiving has emerged as a means 
of resilience. Their struggles reflect Taiwan’s own geopolitical 
marginalization in global organizations like the WHO and UN. By 
linking personal and national resilience, this paper highlights how 
marginalized identities navigate care and technoscience amid 
profound social and political challenges. f.taiwanintheworld@
gmail.com (TH-80)

___________________________

CHENG, Yueqi (Duke U) Families Built in the Periphery: Nursing 
Assistants and Their Elders in Public Hospitals in China. This 
paper focuses on elder-care nursing assistants working in public 
hospitals in Hunan, China. My research subjects are middle-aged 
women who come from rural China, highly mobile, and labor in 
the periphery of society to maintain a frugal life for themselves 
and their families. Despite being overworked, underpaid, and 
overlooked, they build relationships not only with the elders 
they care for but also with the elders’ family members. I seek to 
portray a dynamic and complex image of these nursing assistants 
and answer the following question: how do they transcend the 
employer-employee relationship and class differences to develop 
emotional bonds with the elderly and their families? alex.cheng@
duke.edu (Whova)

___________________________
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CHEUNG, Jacqueline (OR Chinese Diaspora Proj) Yes, We Can. 
Canned salmon was a major industry in Oregon and Washington 
from 1870-1942. After George Hume took the advice of his Chinese 
cook to hire the first Chinese cannery crew in 1870, Chinese 
crews became the industry standard for decades. Fishermen and 
cannery owners were dependent on these reliable, skilled men 
who worked year to year at the canneries to butcher, process, 
and preserve seasonal salmon runs. The archaeology of Pacific 
Northwest cannery sites has the potential to explore this aspect 
of the Chinese diaspora experience and illuminate the lives of the 
workers. (F-44)

___________________________

CHEYNEY, Melissa and BOVBJERG, Marit (OR State U) The Uplift 
Lab: Writing Ourselves Into Being. When geese fly in formation, 
they support one another in ways that make it possible for the 
group to go further together than would be possible if they each 
flew alone. Each bird flies a bit above the bird in front of them, 
reducing wind resistance, gliding on the resulting lift from the 
closest member of the flock. In this introductory presentation, 
Dr. Cheyney describes the vision behind the Uplift Lab, where 
fellows use community-led research approaches that engage art, 
poetry, music, ethnography, biomimicry, and population data 
science to imagine and implement more equitable futures. (W-
75)

___________________________

CHINTAKINDI, Malvya (U Oregon) Pursuing the “Good Life”: 
Intersections of Caste, Class, and Gender in Urban Slums of India. 
This ethnographic inquiry examines the intersectionality of class, 
caste, and gender in Hyderabad’s urban slums, focusing on Dalit 
women in India’s informal labor sector. The research investigates 
how these factors shape aspirations for a “good life” amidst 
vulnerabilities, structural inequalities, and labor precarity. It 
employs a capabilities approach to examine women’s desires, 
abilities, and barriers. By amplifying the voices of Dalit women, 
often marginalized in policy discourse, this research contributes 
to anthropological literature on subaltern experiences in the 
Global South. It analyzes how urban employers, state actors, 
and socioeconomic conditions shape aspirations while exploring 
manifestations of resilience and resistance. Using multi-modal 
methodologies, it aims to provide insights into post-pandemic 
realities and inform policy interventions. malvyac@uoregon.edu 
(S-17)

___________________________

CHRISOMALIS, Stephen (Wayne State U) Building 
Methodological Pluralism Into Graduate Pedagogy. A strength 
of anthropology across subfields ought to be that it can 
integrate a vast array of methods into naturalistic settings, 
allowing for verification and refutation of findings within 
fieldwork contexts. This paper sets out a framework for 
integrative pluralistic methodologies in research design, with 
a specific focus on doctoral education. Encouraging Ph.D. 
students to mindfully incorporate multiple methodologies 
into projects enhances our ability to convince ourselves and 

others of the validity of our findings. chrisomalis@wayne.edu 
(F-04)

___________________________

CHROSTOWSKY, MaryBeth (GGC) Market-Based Humanitarian 
Development and Refugee Cultural Identity: South Sudanese 
Refugees in Uganda. In harmony with Uganda’s Self-Reliance 
Strategies (SRS), most refugee aid programs in Uganda focus 
on livelihood strategies to achieve self-reliance. Consistent with 
Western concepts and values, these programs target individuals 
and promote income-generating activities that rely on market-
based transactions. Similarly, most of the scholarly research 
on Uganda’s self-reliance approach also focuses on livelihood 
strategies and welfare outcomes. However, little attention 
has been given to understanding refugee cultural well-being, 
practice, and/or maintenance during asylum. Moreover, there is 
even less consideration of the potential for cultural values and 
livelihood strategies to increase refugee self-reliance during 
asylum. mchrostowsky@ggc.edu (F-48)

___________________________

CLASSEN, Chandler (UNCCH) Environmental Wounds in the 
Aftermath: Complicated Success and Community Divides in the 
Fallout of Failed Nuclear Waste Siting. You just want to re-open 
our biggest wounds, don’t you? A collaborator asked this after I 
told him about my ethnographic research regarding a decades-old 
protest that prevented the building of a nuclear waste facility near 
his home. He wasn’t alive during the protests but had inherited 
community trauma passed down in the wake of division around 
the “nuke dump.” Sanitized environmental success stories fail to 
consider the dynamics of structural inequity. This essay addresses 
the complexity of nuclear absence and grapples with productive 
care and reciprocity as one practice of witnessing, documenting, 
(and inciting) woundedness and trauma. cclassen@unc.edu (W-
95)

___________________________

CLAY, Patricia and HARVEY, Chris (NOAA Fisheries), SELDEN, 
Rebecca (Wellesley Coll), MOORE, Stephanie, ANDREWS, 
Kelly, and DEREYNIER, Yvonne (NOAA Fisheries), BEAUDREAU, 
Anne (UW), LIU, Owen R. (Ocean Assoc), NORMAN, Karma and 
SAMHOURI, Jameal (NOAA Fisheries), BELLQUIST, Lyall (Nature 
Conservancy & Scripps Inst of Oceanography), BURDEN, Merrick 
(Pacific Fishery Mgmt Council), COLBURN, Lisa, HALTUCH, 
Melissa, HARLEY, Abigail, KAPLAN, Isaac, and KASPERSKI, 
Stephen (NOAA Fisheries), KLAIBOR, Willem (U Miami), LEWIS-
SMITH, Connor (PSFC), TOLIMIERI, Nicholas (NOAA Fisheries), 
WATSON, Jessica (PSFC), WISE, Sarah (NOAA Fisheries) 
Embracing System Complexity and Social-Ecological Information 
Pathways to Promote Climate-Ready Fisheries. Climate change 
has dramatic effects on marine fisheries and fishing communities, 
often eliciting fishery management responses intended to 
mitigate negative effects. But the responses may not account 
for the complexity of fisheries systems, leading to unintended 
consequences. Including more diverse forms of ecological, 
economic, and social information can reveal elements of system 



18

Paper Abstracts

structure and pathways of information flow that could lead to 
more climate-adaptive management approaches and better 
outcomes. Here, four U.S. case studies highlight the complex 
and iterative nature of developing climate-adaptive strategies for 
fisheries management and the importance of defining “fishing 
community” based on the specific case. Patricia.M.Clay@noaa.
gov (W-40)

___________________________

COELHO, Camila (Purdue U) From Radio to Internet: The 
Communication Revolution for the Kayapo. This paper examines 
how communication has transformed within a Kayapo community, 
an Indigenous group from the Brazilian Amazon, following the 
introduction of internet connectivity in 2020. Focusing on the 
shift from radio to WhatsApp, the study explores how digital 
media affects cultural and social practices. Through multi-sited 
ethnography and community interviews, findings reveal both 
the benefits and challenges of internet use, including improved 
connectivity and cultural dilemmas. While digital communication 
strengthens logistical organization and family ties, it also raises 
questions about cultural preservation amid increased external 
influences. The study also highlights the community’s interest 
in cybersecurity education and future collaborations. ccoelho@
purdue.edu (W-67)

___________________________

COHEN, Amber and CELLARIUS, Barbara (NPS) Addressing 
Food Security in Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve. 
When Congress passed the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act in 1980, designating and expanding federal 
conservation units in Alaska, it recognized the importance of 
wildlife, fish, and plant resources harvested from public lands to 
the way of life of local residents and authorized what has come 
to be called “subsistence harvests” on many federal public lands 
in the state. This paper discusses subsistence food security 
concerns of rural communities affiliated with Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park and Preserve and recent efforts to support food 
security resilience of these communities. amber_cohen@nps.
gov (W-08)

___________________________

COLL, Kathleen (USFCA), COHEN, Alison K. (UCSF), FLORES, 
Juana and JIMENEZ, Maria (MUA), RUELAS, Gabriela L. (USFCA) 
Sanando Juntas: Community-Led Research, Trauma, and Activism 
That Heals. This paper considers testimonio as a methodological 
and epistemological tool in grassroots political organizing and 
research on trauma and healing in immigrant women’s lives. 
From 2020 to 2023, Mujeres Unidas y Activas and academic 
allies studied MUA’s community power-building and domestic 
violence prevention work. Sharing testimonios build trusting 
relationships, collective knowledge, and personal healing 
linked to political engagement and policy advocacy. Likewise, 
testimonio and reflective dialogue provided support, healing, and 
analysis among the research team. The realities of democratic 
collaboration across multiple lines of inequality and privilege, 
especially during the pandemic, from research design through 

dissemination, were both fraught and productive. kmcoll@usfca.
edu (W-95)

___________________________

COLLINS, Logan and SWEENEY TOOKES, Jennifer (GA Southern U) 
Netting the Crisis: Drug Abuse and Economic Strain in Georgia’s 
Shrimping Communities. Drug abuse in America affects rural 
areas with low economic and social resources, such as Georgia’s 
fishing communities. Shrimpers have felt pressures from high 
gas prices, low shrimp costs, and an aging workforce for over a 
decade. Local drug use is adding to their stress. Job hardships 
like long hours, strenuous labor, and unpredictable hours, 
combined with lack of economic advancement and loss of social 
structures, make the industry prone to drug abuse. This paper 
uses oral histories alongside qualitative and quantitative data to 
explore drug usage in the commercial fishing industry of Georgia. 
mc34799@georgiasouthern.edu (TH-108)

___________________________

COLÓN, Emily (UMF) Challenging the Notion of Mebêngôkre-
Kayapó Women’s Worlds Through the Politics of Care. 
Mebêngôkre-Kayapó women have commonly been relegated 
to the domestic sphere in anthropological literature, 
ostensibly because of their inability to communicate with 
outsiders. However, since 2015, there has been an increase in 
women chiefs, from 3 to 13 across Mebêngôkre villages. This 
phenomenon may seem connected to Brazil’s recent “Feminist 
Spring;” however, Mebêngôkre women have held longstanding 
political roles in their communities through their biocultural 
stewardship. This paper examines the importance of relationality 
and care practices in their communities and, in turn, challenges 
anthropology’s interpretations of Mebêngôkre women’s worlds 
and Euro-western assumptions about gender, leadership, and 
ownership. (S-18)

___________________________

CONNON, Irena Leisbet Ceridwen (U Stirling) Disaster Denied?: 
Deconstructing Discourses of Post-COVID Disengagement With 
Disasters Through Deep Cultural and Disability Perspectives. As 
the world witnesses increasing climate-related disasters following 
the COVID-19 pandemic, another crisis is said to have emerged 
in Western societies—disaster disengagement. Characterized 
by apathy and denial, the phenomenon is framed both in 
terms of “selfishness” or as a traumatic response to “caring too 
much.” While disability perspectives challenge ideas about the 
novelty of the disengagement effect, this paper explores how 
the application of a deep cultural perspective to ethnographic 
evidence from rural Scotland challenges narratives of post-
COVID disengagement by revealing how refusal to engage with 
dominant discourses of disaster represents deliberate means of 
resistance, recovery, and survival. irena.connon@stir.ac.uk (TH-
110)

___________________________

COPELAND, Meagan (UA), HORAN, Holly (UAB), and HELFRECHT, 
Courtney (UA) Trauma on the Frontlines: Understanding PTSD, 
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Compassion Fatigue, and Coping Strategies Among First 
Responders. First responders often work within the context of life-
threatening and traumatic events, creating an emotionally taxing 
and potentially dangerous work environment. Working under 
such conditions increases the risk of developing compassion 
fatigue, burnout, and the aggravation of existing mental health 
conditions. Utilizing a mixed methods approach, this study 
explores the emotional toll of first responder professions and 
how this impacts their ability to provide quality support to 
community members, particularly trauma survivors. The findings 
will identify gaps in the existing support systems with the goal 
of enhancing first responder well-being and the quality of care 
they provide to vulnerable populations. mcopeland1@crimson.
ua.edu (F-86)

___________________________

CORBETT, Josie (U Wyoming) “Roots of Resilience”: Carework 
and Grassroots Agricultural Activism of Women Ranchers in the 
Mountain West. Women ranchers in the Mountain West play a 
vital role in grassroots agricultural activism, often embodying 
a unique blend of resilience, stewardship, and community 
leadership. This project aims to highlight their caring labor going 
beyond traditional ranching; it encompasses efforts to sustain 
not only their livelihoods but also the ecological health of their 
lands and the well-being of their communities and addresses 
the adverse narratives of animal agriculture. They frequently 
foster strong community ties through local markets, cooperative 
initiatives, and educational programs. By sharing knowledge and 
resources, they empower fellow ranchers and create networks 
that bolster economic stability as well as land and animal 
stewardship. jcorbet5@uwyo.edu (S-18)

___________________________

CRAFT, Betsy (Arapahoe County Public Hlth CO) and OTAÑEZ, 
Marty (UC Denver) Arts-Based Anthropology and Liberatory 
Harm Reduction: Perspectives From a University Researcher-
Community Member Graphic Novel Collaboration. Betsy, a 
community member, and Marty, a professor, discuss things that 
go well and not so well in collaborative research and creative 
work. Beginning in 2021, we produced a digital overdose story, 
co-led harm reduction presentations and workshops, and co-
authored a graphic novel excerpt with assistance from university 
undergraduate students and a graduate student. Through 
dozens of conversations, we figured out how anthropology can 
appropriately serve people who use drugs (PWUD) and push for 
liberatory harm reduction. What are the benefits non-academic 
individuals receive from being involved in academic projects? 
How can faculty members and university students be rewired to 
ethically co-lead with PWUD university-community initiatives? 
betsy.coloradodpc@gmail.com (S-10)

___________________________

CRAVER, Amy (Denali Nat’l Park) and EVANOFF, Karen (Lake 
Clark Nat’l Park) Subsistence: Passing on Ancient Knowledge to 
the Younger Generation—A Collaborative Project Between Denali 
and Lake Clark National Parks. This video is about the passing 

on of knowledge from the Dinak’i and Dena’ina Athabascan 
people of Nikolai and Nondalton, Alaska. Traditional knowledge 
is connected to a specific place and shared between Elders and 
youth through stories and observation. Our project was to hear 
directly from the Elders about some of these traditional ways 
and understand why they believe these practices and beliefs 
are important to pass on to the next generation. Elders have 
many years of experience and can speak to the youth about how 
important it is to participate in a subsistence lifestyle respectfully. 
amy_craver@nps.gov (W-08)

___________________________

CREEK, Emily (NPS, Noatak Nat’l Preserve) and BRAEM, Nicole 
(NPS) Community-Led Placenames Recording in Noatak. This 
paper reflects on the long-standing relationship between the 
National Park Service and the Native Village of Noatak, the role of 
placenames in Iñupiaq language revitalization, efforts to document 
placenames along the Noatak River corridor, and potential uses 
of placenames. This paper also addresses the challenges and 
joys of river-based ethnographic fieldwork in the Arctic and 
methodological solutions. emily_creek@nps.gov (W-08)

___________________________

CRUZ-TORRES, Maria (ASU) The Making of Fishing Communities 
in Northwestern Mexico: Cultural, Historical, and Environmental 
Processes. This presentation traces the development of fishing 
communities in northwestern Mexico and the various local and 
global processes that shaped their histories and cultures. Its main 
goal is to explain how these communities have been connected 
to broader economic development interests promoted and/
or supported by the Mexican state and their impact on local 
households. Using a political ecology approach, I examine 
how conflicts over access to fishing resources, environmental 
degradation, and economic development have led to the 
emergence of short-term social justice movements. I also 
discuss the impact of drug-related violence and its implication 
for conducting engaged ethnographic fieldwork. maria.Cruz-
torres@asu.edu (W-40)

___________________________

CUJ, Miguel (Vanderbilt U) Feasting on Knowledge: Exploring 
Guatemala’s Maya Food Groups in a Global Approach. This 
paper explores how the K’iche’ Maya people in Guatemala 
interact with the country’s food guidelines, regional food policies 
of classification, and nutritional global classification of food. 
The nutritional global and regional classification of food also 
influences recent food patterns of ultra-processed products in 
Guatemalan Indigenous communities. This biomedical approach 
dismisses Indigenous epistemologies and ontologies of food, 
which classify food according to relational taste and context. By 
analyzing contextual data, observing, and speaking with K’iche’ 
Maya ixoq’ib’ (women) in their food preparation and consumption 
practices, this paper highlights the cultural values of appropriate 
food that go unrecognized in food guidelines designed by global 
health experts. (F-37)

___________________________
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CULLY, Siobhán (UNM) Envisioning a More Inclusive Human 
Behavioral Ecology. In its 50 years of existence, human behavioral 
ecology (HBE) has offered much to the study of contextual human 
variation. Yet, its influence has not expanded much beyond 
English-speaking populations despite study populations heralding 
overwhelmingly from the Global South. In this presentation, we 
argue that HBE has historically navigated tradeoffs in its framing 
that have yielded positive outcomes in terms of theoretical and 
methodological rigor but also negative ones in terms of topical 
breadth and practitioner diversity. We highlight several areas for 
continued growth—including applied HBE—that will enhance 
breadth and innovation in this key framework for anthropology. 
smattison@unm.edu (Whova)

___________________________

CURL, Emily (UC Denver) Psychedelic Tourism, Indigenous 
Practices, and Judaism: An Autoethnographic Approach to Sacred 
Plant Medicines. Psychedelic tourism outside the U.S. offers 
individuals spaces to increase personal growth and spiritual 
enlightenment. However, this mode of travel raises questions 
about economic, environmental, and cultural exploitation. 
What portions of money paid by Westerners for retreats go to 
Indigenous communities who are the stewards and knowledge 
keepers of these substances? What are the risks associated with 
psychedelic tourism? I discuss exploitation, safety issues of plant 
and fungi medicines, and psychedelic tourism. I also discuss 
psychedelic consciousness through a Jewish lens, recognizing 
that Kabbalistic and earth-based principles in Jewish thought 
often align with some sacred Indigenous traditions. emily.curl@
cuanschutz.edu (F-09)

___________________________

CURTEMAN, Jessica (OR Dept of Transportation), BIALAS, Cathy 
and TUCK, Janna (Historical Rsch Assoc) At Home in the Valley: 
Chinese Families’ Role in Oregon’s Agriculture at 35MA417. A 
seemingly barren tax lot at the congested corner of an Interstate 
5 on/off ramp tells the stories of families and laborers during a 
time of exclusion and anti-Chinese sentiment. As part of a cultural 
resource study for a redesign project by the Oregon Department 
of Transportation (ODOT), in partnership with Historical Research 
Associates, Inc. (HRA), research and archaeological excavations 
at a French Prairie farmstead rediscovered the presence of 
Chinese families and laborers. These findings offer insight into 
the home life of Chinese hop laborers in the Willamette Valley 
during the early 1900s. Genealogical research and conversations 
with descendants provide valuable snapshots of the lives of 
those who lived on the farm, highlighting a perspective often 
overlooked by archaeologists. (S-14)

___________________________

DAHLBERG, Britt (CMSRU) Expanding Roles for Anthropology 
in Healthcare: From Critic to Collaborator, Theory to Practice. 
Anthropologists work in various roles in healthcare education 
and practice, including designing curricula, teaching content, and 
conducting research. Thinking about anthropological theory as 
praxis opens up other roles, such as adapting research methods—

which include rigorous approaches to reflexivity, inclusion, 
framing questions, and close listening—into ways of training 
clinicians in theoretically grounded communication skills. I share 
lessons learned from adapting oral history to communication 
training for Internal Medicine Residents. I reflect on this and 
other experiments to explore different models of collaboration 
between humanities, social sciences, and healthcare, including 
“consultant/critic” and collaborator to “think with.” dahlberg@
rowan.edu (S-23)

___________________________

DALSTROM, Matt (Saint Anthony Coll of Nursing) and KLEIN, 
Colleen J. (OSF HealthCare) When the Hospital Is Your Home: 
Policies, Patient Experience, and New Models of Care in a Digital 
Age. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid launched the Acute Hospital at Home initiative in 
November 2020, allowing Medicare-certified hospitals to provide 
inpatient-level care to patients in their homes. The Hospital at 
Home (HaH) programs have evolved from this early design and 
purpose; however, more research is needed to understand their 
application. This paper will explore the experience of receiving 
care at home, the ethical considerations of eligibility, and the 
impact on patient experience through reporting on direct 
observations of program staff and interviews with patients, 
caregivers, and providers at one HaH program in the Midwest. 
matthew.d.dalstrom@osfhealthcare.org (F-114)

___________________________

DARIA, James (Spelman Coll) Fair? Clean? Ethical?: The 
Privatization of H2A Labor Recruitment Standards. Imagine solving 
labor problems and recruitment challenges while earning record 
profits! On the heels of the private regulation of labor standards 
in global produce industries, transnational corporations and 
their allies propose the private regulation of worker recruitment 
through voluntary standards and certifications as a win-win 
situation for workers, growers, and retailers. This presentation 
presents the results of current research into programs that certify 
H2A worker recruitment as “fair,” “clean,” and “ethical.” This talk 
will outline the history of the concept and analyze ethnographic 
evidence provided by Central American farmworkers contracted 
to work in Mexico and the U.S. jamesdaria@spelman.edu (W-
142)

___________________________

DE JESUS, Madjelyn (UC Denver) A Critical Indigenous Lens 
Applied to the Study of Legalized Psilocybin (“Magic”) Mushrooms 
in Colorado. Some people sit with psilocybin mushrooms in non-
clinical settings for ceremonial, spiritual, and healing purposes. 
A critical Indigenous lens is applied to analyze the tension 
between Indigenous science and Western science. Indigenous 
people want to protect cultural traditions, while Western 
researchers want to medicalize and commodify psilocybin. Cities 
and states considering the legalization of psychedelics should 
ensure equitable access to psilocybin and other substances 
to marginalized and Indigenous populations. This will remedy 
problems of cultural appropriation, the individualized approach 
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to healing that decenters community healing, and biopiracy, 
in which capitalists exploit Indigenous knowledge without 
compensation. madjelyn.dejesus@ucdenver.edu (F-09)

___________________________

DE MUNCK, Victor (Vilnius U) Affordances That Complement 
Cultural Models of Normative Courtship Sequences. Affordance 
and cultural model theory are used to explain three different 
modes of courtship. Affordance theory is based on the claim that 
our perceptions of the environment contain salient information 
that we use depending on our “effectivities.” Affordances 
are adaptive dispositions for evaluating beneficial or harmful 
features in the environment. Affordances are encoded as “fast 
memory triggers for action.” Cultural models are shared plans 
for behavior. I will use both theories to analyze three different 
courtship practices in the Euro-American cultural region and 
show how they correlate with population collapse. demunckv@
gmail.com (S-34)

___________________________

DEL AQUELARRE ERRANTE, Cristof (OR State U) Listening to 
Suffering: Embodied Psychache and Chronic Suicidality. This 
presentation describes multimodal ethnographic work with a 
small cohort of people living with chronic suicidality in the Pacific 
Northwest of the U.S. Using poetic inquiry and transposed musical 
scores of standardized depression screening tools, this project 
elicits “thick description” of experiences living with embodied 
psychache—or unbearable psychological pain. Focusing on 
suicidal subjectivities and phenomenological meanings adjoined 
to the chronicity of suicidal ideations, I explore meaning-
making and suffering caused by unfulfilled needs and conclude 
by examining the ethical argument for death with dignity for 
incurable psychological disease. fraustch@oregonstate.edu (W-
105)

___________________________

DENGAH, Francois (FSU) Culture, Motivation, and the Individual: 
A Cognitive Anthropological Approach to Behavior. Integrating 
cultural model theory with self-determination theory, this 
paper explores motivations as mediators between cultural 
knowledge and individual actions. We argue that individuals are 
intrinsically or extrinsically motivated to enact cultural behaviors, 
with these patterns empirically observable through cognitive 
anthropological methods. Using Brazilian gender roles as an 
example, we demonstrate how gender and religious affiliation 
shape individuals’ perceptions and enactments of gendered 
behaviors. Findings emphasize the importance of understanding 
motivations underlying culturally informed behaviors, advancing 
insights into the interplay between culture and the individual. 
francois.dengah@fsu.edu (S-04)

___________________________

DENHOLM, Ursula and MARTINEZ, Ana Paula (U Arizona) 
Revitalizing Research Through Collaborative Methodologies. The 
Collaborative Anthropology of Reproduction and the Environment 
Lab at the University of Arizona aims to understand the (f)actors 

informing young people’s reproductive aspirations and what 
this conveys about outlooks toward future political, social, and 
ecological realities. Our process counters individualistic models 
of anthropological knowledge production. As a collaborative 
endeavor, CARE Lab members elevate research through their 
proximities to the study and by participating in focus groups. This 
year’s researchers also included students from Tucson, Arizona. 
Join us as we unpack the methods of collaborative cultural 
anthropology and discuss our experiences as undergraduate 
students in the CARE Lab. (TH-133)

___________________________

DHATT, Zena (UCSF), MARTINEZ, Carlos (UCSC), LOPEZ, Andrea 
(UMD), KOENDERS, Sedona (UCSF), AUGUSTINE, Dallas (SJSU), 
GOURDET, Marie, TAYLOR, Grace, JACQUES, Tianna, RILEY, 
Sabina, and KNIGHT, Kelly R. (UCSF) The Production and 
Impact of Xenophobic Rhetoric and Criminalization on Latinx 
People Experiencing Homelessness Who Co-Use Fentanyl and 
Stimulants in San Francisco: Exploring the Implications of 
Multiple Perspectives. This paper draws on data from the POLY 
HOME study, a longitudinal ethnographic and qualitative study 
examining fentanyl-stimulant polysubstance use and overdose 
vulnerability among people experiencing homelessness in San 
Francisco. By contrasting narratives from media and public 
officials blaming Honduran migrants in San Francisco for the 
overdose crisis and public disorder with ethnographic data from 
Latinx study participants and interviews with policy and program 
key informants, we interrogate the implications and ethics 
of conducting inclusive, multi-modal research in the context 
of heightened xenophobia and criminalization. This research 
provides critical evidence necessary for developing equity-
centered responses to this public health crisis. zena.dhatt@ucsf.
edu (TH-113)

___________________________

DIAZ-SANTANA, Eduardo and MELO, Milena A. (UTRGV) 
Birth Stories: A Community Archive of Women’s Health in the 
Borderlands. The lack of health and well-being among U.S.-
Mexico border populations poses a significant threat to maternal 
and child health in the U.S. Accounting for more than half of 
all U.S. births, approximately 300,000 births occur annually in 
the U.S.-Mexico border region. Through qualitative interviews 
facilitated by anthropology students, the local community, and 
housed in UTRGV’s Border Studies Archive, this project employs 
a mixed methods approach to capture the nuanced experiences 
and individual voices of Mexican and Mexican-American women 
while also obtaining broader insights and identifying trends that 
can inform policy, healthcare interventions, and support services 
targeting this specific population. eduardo.diaz.santana@gmail.
com (W-82)

___________________________

DICIUCCIO, Laurel (Portland State U) Relational Histories: 
Exploring the Transmission of Alaskan Ceramic Technology 
Through Petrographic Analysis. This research explores 
multiple sites across the Norton Sound Region of Alaska, each 
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representing different times of occupation and significance to 
both Thule and Norton material culture. The goal is to investigate 
interconnections between technology, culture, and space 
using petrographic techniques to identify the forming methods 
employed by potters, assess the consistency of forming methods 
and paste compositions across the region, and identify patterns of 
knowledge transmission. This approach seeks to uncover subtle 
markers of knowledge transmission within ceramic technology to 
reveal ways in which Arctic hunter gatherer ceramic technology 
has been adapted, shared, and innovated. (S-15)

___________________________

DICKSON, Catherine (Hoyo) and LUNG, Linda D. (Lung Family 
Historian) The Lung Family: Lineal Descendants Connect the 
Past and Present at Auburn, Oregon. Men from China were the 
dominant group mining in Auburn by the 1870s. Most people 
listed as Chinese in the 1900 Census for South Baker Precinct 
are men without their families, but the Lung family had children 
born in Oregon. Archaeologists hired by the Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife to evaluate mining sites on their property 
researched this family and found lineal descendants living in the 
Denver area. Learning the Lung family’s experience is informing 
our understanding of the archaeological sites we’ve found and 
is challenging our usual assumptions about the population of 
mining communities. catherine@hoyocr.org (F-44)

___________________________

DICKSON, Catherine (Hoyo) Learning About First Foods From 
Legacy Archaeological Collections as Mitigation for Adverse 
Effects to a Historic Property of Religious and Cultural Significance 
to Indian Tribes. Analysis of archaeological assemblages is often 
incomplete, especially for floral and faunal materials. The CTUIR 
reviewed reports from Lower Monumental Reservoir, gleaning 
information about 172 identified botanical specimens (ranging 
from fungus to trees) and 486 faunal remains (amphibians, 
arthropods, birds, fish, mollusks, and reptiles), some of which 
are surprising (turtles, frogs, songbirds). As the next step, we 
recommended further analysis of collections likely to contain 
microbotanical samples and unanalyzed faunal material. As the 
climate changes, information from archaeological sites may help 
the CTUIR understand how plant and animal distribution has 
changed over time and assist in future management. catherine@
hoyocr.org (TH-69)

___________________________

DONKERSLOOT, Rachel (Coastal Cultures Rsch) Rural Is Not a 
Proxy: Accounting for Indigenous Participation in Alaska Fisheries. 
The rise in attention to equity as a fisheries management goal 
has revealed a dearth of data on how certain communities and 
groups participate in, rely on, and may be impacted by fishery 
management decisions. Lack of data on impacts to Tribal and 
Indigenous participants has been identified as a primary barrier 
to assessing and improving equity considerations in fishery 
governance. This paper discusses the consequences of conflating 
rural with Alaska Native in fishery data and decision making in 
Bristol Bay, Alaska. We highlight how official fishery statistics 

mask past and ongoing harms to Indigenous communities and 
peoples. rachel@coastalculturesresearch.com (W-40)

___________________________

DONOVAN-BOYD, Adrienne, KNUTSON, Chris, and OLANDER, 
Jennifer (Dudek) Finding Patients: Using Archival Research and 
Pedestrian Survey to Identify the Oregon Hospital for the Insane 
Burial Ground at Lone Fir Cemetery. Between 1867 and 1883, 
around 200 patients of the Oregon Hospital for the Insane (OHI) 
were buried in Portland’s Lone Fir Cemetery, most of them in 
unmarked graves. The location of the OHI’s burial ground at the 
cemetery was subsequently forgotten until an archaeologist-
architectural historian team from Dudek relocated it in 2022 
using archival research and pedestrian survey. In this talk, we 
will provide a brief historical overview of the OHI and Lone Fir 
Cemetery, discuss the records and surface evidence we examined, 
and describe the methods we used to confirm the location of the 
OHI burial ground. adonovanboyd@dudek.com (S-15)

___________________________

DOWNS, Mike, WEIDLICH, Stev, and DOWNS, Lauren Wislow 
(Wislow Research) The Evolving Nature of Communities Engaged 
in the Rationalized Crab Fisheries of the Bering Sea. The Bering 
Sea/Aleutian Islands Crab Rationalization Program, a Limited 
Access Privilege Program, was implemented in 2005. Several 
Program features were designed or have served to function as 
community protection measures, providing for the sustained 
participation of fishing communities with varying degrees 
of success. A 2024 LAPP review identified recent changes in 
patterns of community engagement, including increased quota 
ownership by Community Development Quota organizations and 
the inception of Tribal ownership interests in LLC entities that, 
in turn, own crab quota. This presentation explores the utility 
of reconsidering the typology of fishing communities to better 
elucidate the social impacts of potential future management 
actions. mike@wislowresearch.com (W-100)

___________________________

DRASHER, Michael, OWUOR, Patrick Mbullo, and LINN, Colleen 
(Wayne State U) Gendered Symbolic Violence: Barriers and 
Experiences of Young Women Accessing Post-Violence Care in Kisumu, 
Kenya. Barriers to accessing post-violence care are well-documented. 
However, the experiences of young women while accessing justice 
are less understood. In this qualitative study, mothers emerge as 
bearing a disproportionate burden: the bearers of children, the 
center of the family unit—identified by Scheper-Hughes as the most 
violent of social institutions and the center of blame for covering up 
domestic violence. This research responds to calls for revitalizing 
anthropology by attending to the gendered contours of symbolic 
violence embedded in post-violence care for adolescent women. 
It elucidates how symbolic violence places blame on women, 
reproducing gendered inequities. gt9218@wayne.edu (F-86)

___________________________

DRASHER, Michael, OWUOR, Patrick Mbullo, and LINN, Colleen 
(Wayne State U) Masking Militarized Medicine: Caring for 
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People, Profits, and Postcolonial Power in Kenya. Revitalizing 
anthropology advocates for cross-cultural research to reflect 
novel insight into one’s own culture. The research setting is in 
U.S. military HIV clinical trials in Kenya, questioning how post 
violence-care for adolescent women masks experimental military 
medical technology to eliminate risk to deployed soldiers from 
contracting HIV. Does HIV prevention for soldiers alleviate or 
amplify the potential for violence on adolescent women? This 
qualitative research investigates what can care for adolescent 
women in Kenya teach us about how Western Scientific 
communities value care. It elucidates how commodification 
and militarization of care become inextricably linked by market 
forces, disproportionately burdening women. gt9218@wayne.
edu (TH-143)

___________________________

DRESSLER, William (UA) A Common Understanding. I will 
suggest in this paper that cultural models begin with “a common 
understanding” surrounding a cultural domain. A common 
understanding is the shared awareness that a cultural domain is 
a category labeling some phenomenon of interest in the world 
within a particular social group and that this domain is described 
by a collection of terms that set certain boundaries around that 
cultural domain. From that common understanding, cultural 
models that configure and organize the domain can be generated 
through negotiation in social interaction. I illustrate the utility 
of this orientation with ethnographic examples from Brazil. 
wdressle@ua.edu (S-04)

___________________________

DRYDEN, Eileen, BOUDREAU, Jacquelyn, MCGRORY, Aileen, 
KELLEY, Lynette, and DESIR, Marianne (VA) Barriers to Connection: 
Providers’ Views on Engaging With Caregivers of Older, Rural 
Veterans. Caregivers and the people they care for experience 
better health outcomes when caregivers are actively engaged 
with and supported by care recipients’ healthcare teams. Too 
often, informal caregivers (e.g., spouses, children, friends) remain 
unacknowledged by the healthcare system, unengaged with care 
teams, and disconnected from needed support services. We 
interviewed Veterans Health Administration providers about 
barriers to identifying and engaging with caregivers of older, rural 
Veterans. We highlight perceptions of providers—including how 
they identify caregivers, how caregiver needs and distress are 
determined, and systems-level barriers to information sharing—
and discuss how these may be addressed in a research-informed 
intervention. eileen.dryden@va.gov (W-54)

___________________________

DU BRAY, Margaret (UNCO) Emotional Responses to an Off-Season 
Wildfire: Lessons From the 2021 Marshall Fire. On December 30, 
2021, the Marshall Fire swept through Boulder County, leaving 
a wide swath of destruction in its wake. Resulting from human 
error and climate-enabled conditions, this fire resulted in long-
term evacuations and ongoing emotional distress for community 
members impacted by the fire. This project uses pilot interviews 
collected from community members over the course of the 

following three years to understand the ongoing challenges faced 
by Boulder County residents impacted by the fire, including the 
emotional responses to the fire and its aftermath. meg.dubray@
unco.edu (S-20)

___________________________

DUBINSKY, Emma (Boston U) Creating a Clinical Bubble: The 
Role of Trust, Communication, Hope, and Agency in Evaluating 
Treatment Success. In biomedicine, integrative medicine 
treatments and clinics are evaluated based on pre-existing 
standards of efficacy and efficiency, both through quality 
improvement and clinical trials. Such frameworks do not fully 
capture what it means to make clinical care a success. Through 
interviews with medical doctors, acupuncturists, and patients, as 
well as observations during clinical sessions, I demonstrate how 
integrative medicine and holistic care create space for patients 
to be in charge of their own care journey and nurture trust, 
communication, and hope. elrdubinsky@gmail.com (W-85)

___________________________

DUDGEON, Matthew (Emory U Sch of Med) Denaturing 
Biomedicine. Biomedicine occupies a dominant space in global 
health systems, and medical anthropologists may encounter 
challenges as biomedicine’s observers, collaborators, and critics. 
Central to the hegemony of biomedicine is its naturalization as the 
rightful knowledge holders of its object and method—the human 
body and scientific inquiry. A practical approach for medical 
anthropologists to work with and within biomedicine requires 
both demystifying the biomedical (denaturing) and recognizing 
the contingent, situated practice of biomedicine (renaturing). 
A complimentary recognition of a tension between conformity 
(domestication) and eccentricity (rewilding) of research findings 
permits and allows for healthy collaboration with biomedicine. 
mdudgeo@emory.edu (F-67)

___________________________

DUPONT, Emma and MAACK, Brody (NDSU), RUBINSTEIN, Ellen 
(Throughline Strategy Inc) “We Don’t Want to Scare People 
Away”: Implementing AAR/C (Ask, Advise, Refer/Connect) in 
North Dakota Community Pharmacies. Health interventions are 
often developed in clinical settings without consideration for the 
adaptations that may be necessary in community settings, such 
as pharmacies. AAR/C (Ask, Advise, Refer/Connect) is a clinical 
referral model developed in primary care clinics to identify 
nicotine users and promote tobacco dependence treatment. 
However, best practices, as defined in clinical settings, do not 
seamlessly translate to community pharmacies. Based on 
ongoing ethnographic research in six North Dakota community 
pharmacies implementing tobacco treatment services, we 
examine the different efforts pharmacy staff have taken to 
adapt this intervention to best serve their communities. emma.
dupont@ndsu.edu (S-23)

___________________________

DYER, Christopher (UNM) Melding Indigenous Disaster Resilience 
With Innovations in Sustainability. Indigenous disaster resilience 
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relies on patterns of experiential adaptation founded in oral 
traditions and the social fabric of shared memory. Achieving 
resilience to expanding disasters requires both social and 
technological innovations. This paper explores the introduction 
to the Navajo Nation of novel and flexible social and technological 
innovations such as the Community Action Response Team and 
sustainable energy and water technologies that can be applied 
before, during, and after a disaster event. Flexibility in improved 
disaster resilience allows Indigenous actors to choose mitigations 
that best serve their disaster history and most effectively meld 
with existing traditions and adaptations of resilience. cpdyer@
att.net (TH-68)

___________________________

EATON, Jonathan (UBC) Heritage in Recovery: Shifting 
Perspectives on Making Place Amidst Disaster Potentiality in 
Vancouver, Canada. This presentation explores the concept of 
heritage as a place-based expression of values that can contribute 
towards a holistic form of disaster recovery planning. Drawing 
on ethnographic fieldwork, I discuss the tensions inherent in 
how residents, city planners, and heritage professionals in 
Vancouver, Canada, engage with the concept of heritage in the 
face of multiple contemporaneous crises and the potentiality of a 
future major earthquake. I argue that, as a place-making process 
that bridges materiality and practice, heritage can serve as an 
adaptable means for people to preserve what they value in the 
face of disaster. jonathan.eaton@ubc.ca (TH-15)

___________________________

EDBERG, Mark (GWU) Community Collaborations Addressing 
Firearms Violence Prevention and Indigenous Historical Trauma: 
Anthropology Where the Rubber Meets the Road. This paper 
describes two research and intervention projects that build on an 
anthropological and collaborative approach. Both are university-
community partnerships, and both explicitly work to counter the 
power differential so often present in such collaborations. The 
first project, funded by NIH, is a partnership with a Washington, 
DC, community to address specific connections between 
structural factors and youth firearms violence. The second 
project is a partnership with an urban Native American health 
and social services provider to conduct community research 
leading to the development and testing of a scale assessing the 
impact of Indigenous historical trauma (IHT) on health inequities. 
medberg@gwu.edu (TH-75)

___________________________

EGUINO-URIBE, Bianca (NAU) Cultural Meaning of Playas to 
Native Americans. The geoheritage of playas is poorly understood 
by U.S. land management agencies due to a persistent theory 
that playas are marginal to Native American life. Despite this 
perspective, Native American peoples persistently state that 
these playas are old living areas going back to the end of the 
Pleistocene. Thus, it is unsurprising that they remember those 
times and return to the playas today to reconnection with their 
ancestors and the places that sustained them. Through time, 
this led to the formation of an ancient heritage way of life. 

The analysis is based on interviews with Paiute, Shoshone, and 
Goshute people. be447@nau.edu (W-72)

___________________________

EK ROMERO, Jerald (WWU) and PIPP, Isabella (ERCI, WWU) 
Reconsidering “Publish or Perish”: Institutional Obstacles to 
Collaborative and Community-Based Archaeologies. Collaborative 
and community-based partnerships present a means to move 
beyond traditional extractive models of archaeological practice. 
Tribal sovereignty over the Indigenous past is a foundational 
element of this work. However, engaging in these activities 
creates the potential for conflicts with academic structures and 
traditions, including guidelines for degree programs, standards 
for promotion and tenure, and funding. The pressure for 
academics to publish is often directly at odds with the central 
goals of meaningful collaborations that prioritize the concerns 
of descendant communities. This paper identifies institutional 
obstacles and proposes solutions to facilitate the development 
of more inclusive forms of archaeological practice. jerald.ek@
wwu.edu (W-103)

___________________________

ELDRIDGE, Erin and HAWKINS, Seth (UNCC) Tension and 
Collaboration in Rural Disaster Response. Anthropologists have 
long been interested in emergent responses when disasters 
unfold, as well as the tensions that can surface among different 
domains of response, from self-deployed individuals to 
command-style government responses. In rural areas where 
forms of social capital can be strong, but access to resources can 
be limited, coordination and cooperation among these diverse 
tiers are pivotal to effective response and recovery. This paper 
draws on research following disasters in rural areas of Appalachia 
to highlight conflict and power dynamics in disaster response, as 
well as possibilities for greater collaboration prior to and in the 
wake of disasters. (TH-140)

___________________________

EMBER, Carol R. and SKOGGARD, Ian (Human Relations Area Files 
Yale U), GELBART, Benjamin (UCSB) To Share or Not to Share?: 
Resource Stress, Natural Hazards and Beyond-Household Sharing 
Customs. In previous cross-cultural research, we theorized and 
found support for the theory that beyond household food and 
labor-sharing customs would be particularly adaptive in the face 
of resource stress, including food-destroying natural hazards. 
In our current grant project, we have coded dimensions of 
individual hazard events, such as severity, predictability, speed 
of onset, and whether the hazards were mostly food-destroying 
or not. After coding individual hazard events for each society, we 
developed society-wide scores so that we could explore whether 
these dimensions might help us predict sharing customs. We find 
that some of these dimensions help us predict daily and seasonal 
sharing customs. carol.ember@yale.edu (F-70)

___________________________

EMERSON, Christie, SHACKLEFORD, Jenna, and TREIBER, Linda 
(Kennesaw State U) Healthcare Alone: Identifying Obstacles 
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for Older, Single Adults With Multiple Serious or Complex 
Chronic Illnesses. Older (65+), single (non-partnered, widowed, 
etc.) adults with multiple serious or complex chronic health 
conditions often face challenges in healthcare due to limited 
social support. This study explores how these older single adults 
experience interactions with healthcare professionals, manage 
their care, and navigate barriers within complex healthcare 
systems. The purpose is to identify obstacles and develop 
potential interventions to enhance care quality and outcomes 
for this population. This study provides a holistic understanding 
of patient experiences, addresses cultural dynamics within 
healthcare, and contributes to developing practical, culturally 
sensitive interventions that aim to reduce health disparities for 
older single adults. cemerson@kennesaw.edu (Whova)

___________________________

ENGEBRETSON, Jesse (CSUC), CERVENY, Lee and DERRIEN, 
Monika (USFS PNRS) Navigating the Complex Dynamics of 
Unhoused Public Land Use in Red Bluff, California. People 
experiencing homelessness often depend on parks and public 
lands as places to sleep, relax, and socialize. Public officials often 
face logistical, ethical, and legal complexities associated with 
such uses, including responses during periods of heightened 
environmental risk, such as during flooding, wildfire, and 
extreme heat events. Researchers studying these dynamics 
often face methodological and ethical questions about 
engaging with vulnerable populations and entering into charged 
political environments. We draw from our experience studying 
unsheltered homelessness in Red Bluff, California, to explore 
these dynamics. jengebretson@csuchico.edu (F-17)

___________________________

ENGLISH-WILLIAMS, Nadia (OR State U), AREFAINE, Micknai 
(Zagualay Consulting), CHEYNEY, Melissa (OR State U), and 
SNOWDEN, Jonathan (OR Hlth Sci U) Omekha: A Graphic 
Novel Project. Imagining Birth Equity (I-BE) is a collaborative 
research project between Oregon Health Sciences University’s 
Department of Epidemiology, Oregon State University’s 
Department of Anthropology’s Uplift Lab, and community 
partners. Using a Lordian (Audre Lorde) framework, we explored 
whether interdisciplinary research on Black birth outcomes 
in U.S. academia could be done with less harm to students, 
advisors, and interlocutors. One outcome was Omekha, a graphic 
novel that follows two Black graduate students and birth workers 
as they navigate an environment designed to keep them at the 
margins. Together, they find unexpected paths to liberation inside 
and outside of the academy. englishn@oregonstate.edu (W-105)

___________________________

ERICKSON, Jennifer (BSU) Are Afghans the New Vietnamese?: U.S. 
Militarism Abroad, Refugee Resettlement in the U.S., and Applied 
Anthropology. The paper compares post-2021 resettlement of 
Afghan refugees to the U.S. with Southeast Asian refugees in 
the 1970s and 1980s to understand how the U.S. both produces 
and receives refugees. Centered on engaged anthropology with 
Afghan refugees in Muncie, Indiana, from 2021-2023, the paper 

highlights the lack of a government support system upon entry 
into the U.S., a reliance on the private sector to do the everyday 
work of resettlement in both time periods, and the consequences 
of these policies and practices on refugees. It draws distinctions 
between time periods in terms of the (d)evolution of the welfare 
state. jlerickson@bsu.edu (TH-05)

___________________________

ERICKSON, Ken (Folsom Museum) It Ain’t About the Money: 
Women, Cattle Ranching, and Extended Fieldwork in Northeast 
New Mexico. Range ecologists debate the extent to which cattle 
ranching can sequester carbon, hinting that industrial beef, 
not ranching, is the climate culprit. Ethnographic reporting 
about ranching practices is scarce and, according to the range 
management community, badly needed. Women ranchers are 
said to “last longer” than men. Here, the lives and ranching 
practices of some of northeast New Mexico’s women ranchers 
are reported in the context of rapid environmental and economic 
change, pointing out the limitations and possibilities of long-
term engagement with people and landscape to understand and 
protect a lifeway that may help, not hurt, the planet. califazen@
gmail.com (TH-146)

___________________________

ERIKSON, Susan L. (SFU) Financial Innovation for Health?: What’s 
the Problem? Whether for global or domestic health care, here’s 
the problem that needs solving: not enough money. Or so say 
health financing innovators. Anthropologists have shown the 
myriad ways health care is transactional, but we also know that 
money alone is not enough to ensure optimal human health. In 
this paper, I draw on my extensive ethnographic research on the 
financialization of the pandemic response to expose how data 
and predictive modeling norms originating in the U.S. and Europe 
shape global health financialization trends in ways that make 
health invest-able but not necessarily correlative to improve 
human health outcomes. slerikson@sfu.ca (W-114)

___________________________

ERVIN, Mac (UC Denver) What Can Critical Psychedelic Studies 
Learn From Ethnobotany and Ethnomusicology? “If you and 
I sit with psilocybin mushrooms together, what song would 
you recommend that we play?” This question was shared with 
study participants at the end of a 60-minute video-recorded 
interview as part of the CU Denver psilocybin study (2023-2024). 
The question was designed to interrogate the role of music on 
health and mystical experiences related to fungi medicine. In 
our development of a playlist of songs recommended by over 90 
study participants, we apply ethnobotany and ethnomusicology 
approaches to determine the role music plays in mindsets, 
settings, and integration of lessons learned from the ingestion of 
“magic mushrooms.” mckaylyn.ervin@ucdenver.edu (F-09)

___________________________

ESCASA-DORNE, Michelle (UCCS), YOUNG, Sharon Marie and 
GECEWICZ, K. Chimene (USM) Reproductive Wisdom Across 
Cultures: Using the Probability Sample Files to Understand 
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Sources of Pregnancy Advice. Peripartum mothers in high-
income countries often seek reproductive health information 
from physicians, the internet, and social circles, while in smaller 
societies, experienced women traditionally provide guidance. To 
examine ethnographic variations in pregnancy-related advice, we 
analyzed data from the electronic Human Relations Area Files, 
using the Probability Sample Files and the key term, “Pregnancy.” 
We documented the type and target of advice, along with the 
identified sources. Our findings reveal that while the advice 
received is quite variable, most advice centers on behavioral 
practices for fetal and infant health and wellness, with older 
women frequently cited as key sources of information. mdorne@
uccs.edu (F-70)

___________________________

ETTER, Connie (Westminster U) Ethnography of the Not Now 
Possible: Cycling in Palestine. Upon returning to the U.S. following 
a summer of ethnographic research with Palestinian cyclists in 
the occupied West Bank in 2022, videos and photos of group 
rides in Palestine filled my phone. These have been replaced with 
unending images of genocide. I found myself reflecting: how is 
it possible, ethical, appropriate, relevant, significant to engage 
ethnographically with an activity that is not now practically 
possible for Palestinians? I use these questions about possibility 
and power to advocate for anthropological knowledge as a force 
in the world to actively engage in struggles to shape what is 
possible and for whom. cetter@westminsteru.edu (TH-116)

___________________________

FAAS, A.J. (SJSU) What I Talk About When I Talk About Service 
and Leadership: The University of South Florida and the Society 
for Applied Anthropology. The Society for Applied Anthropology 
and Department of Anthropology at the University of South 
Florida have not only played influential roles in the history and 
future of applied anthropology, they have done so in intimately 
related ways. In this presentation, I discuss the role of USF faculty 
and student servant leadership in the SfAA and how these two 
organizations shaped each other and applied anthropology. I 
begin with a focus on the presidencies of Alvin Wolfe and Linda 
Whiteford, then expand to consider the roles of USF faculty and 
students on the Board of Directors, committees, and in editorial 
roles. I conclude with a reflection on my own roles at USF and 
SfAA and the tale of how I became an unlikely “joiner” thanks 
to the training, support, and community I found in them both. 
aj.faas@sjsu.edu (TH-128)

___________________________

FAHERTY, Amanda (Ithaca Coll) Nurturing Identity: The Impact 
of Parenting on Ethnic-Racial Identity and Well-Being in Diverse 
U.S. Emerging Adults. Research highlights the role of familial 
ethnic socialization (FES) in shaping ethnic-racial identity (ERI) 
and supporting well-being in ethnic-racial minority children 
and adolescents. However, less is known about the influence of 
parent-child relationship quality and parenting practices on these 
factors, especially in emerging adulthood. This study addresses 
these gaps by testing a structural equation model (SEM) where 

parenting practices predict FES, which then shapes ERI and 
impacts well-being. Data was collected from 122 emerging 
adults (69% ethnic-racial minorities, 54% women, Mage=24.18, 
SDage=2.96), with analyses to be completed by November 2024. 
afaherty@ithaca.edu (Whova)

___________________________

FAHEY, Fionna (Purdue U) Other-Than-Human Collaborations in 
the Field. Plant worlds have garnered considerable attention in 
anthropology and the humanities. In this paper, I ruminate on 
other-than-human field research collaborations between people, 
pollinators, and plants in organic seed research and economies. 
My analysis is based on pilot ethnographic fieldwork and an 
internship with the Organic Seed Alliance (OSA) in Washington 
and engagements with applied anthropology, science technology 
studies (STS), and the environmental humanities. I reflect on these 
ethnographic moments as sites of connection across species, 
temporal, geographic, and epistemic contexts. Furthermore, my 
findings contribute to our understanding of the global conditions 
that make such ecologies possible (Ibáñez Martín, 2023). faheyf@
purdue.edu (F-107)

___________________________

FARO, Elissa (U Iowa Hlth Care), SEAMAN, Aaron and 
REISINGER, Heather Schacht (U Iowa & Iowa City VA) Exploring 
the Dynamism of EBI in Implementation Science. Picking up the 
thread of ongoing dialogue between implementation science 
and anthropological epistemology: What potential does such 
an epistemology offer to question how data become “evidence” 
worthy of evidence-based interventions (EBI)? Whose knowledge 
is privileged? Can we imagine new relationships between data, 
context, and people? We’ll explore the dynamism of EBI and 
the extent to which static EBI are both possible and useful. We’ll 
explore ways of knowing, doing, and describing what we, as both 
implementation scientists and anthropologists, do that doesn’t 
privilege the positivist “traditional” health research paradigm by 
drawing upon our research across perinatal, cancer-related, and 
rural health. elissa-faro@uiowa.edu (W-05)

___________________________

FELDMAN, Joseph (Metro State U Denver) Of Bed Races and SOBs: 
Approaching Legacies of Sex Work in Central City, Colorado. For over 
50 years, Central City has hosted Madam Lou Bunch Day, an event 
that commemorates the history of sex work in the former mining 
town. The annual festival is prominent in Central City’s cultural 
calendar, and the figure of Lou Bunch—the town’s last madam—
is universally revered. Recently, however, historical legacies of sex 
work have become enmeshed in local debates about Central City’s 
future and development. This paper analyzes how the 2024 Madam 
Lou Bunch Day was shaped by controversy over the prospect of 
sexually oriented businesses (SOBs) being a feature of the town’s 
tourism and gambling-focused economy. (W-99)

___________________________

FELDMAN, Lindsey (U Memphis) Morals and Ethics Tangled Up 
in Barbed Wire: A Critical Reflection on Interfacing With Staff in 
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Carceral Institutions. In this paper, I critically reflect on an array 
of ethnographic and pedagogical projects within a variety of 
carceral contexts. As I developed and collaborated on research 
and advocacy work in prisons, reentry spaces, and communities 
impacted by the carceral state, inevitably, I worked alongside 
staff—from wardens to volunteer coordinators to guards—
to ensure these projects were successful. Grounded in self-
reflexivity and with a critical attunement to intersectional identity, 
I discuss what it means to develop a prison praxis and how 
one must navigate the ethical, moral, and logistical challenges, 
and surprises, of interfacing carceral staff and administration. 
lrfldman@memphis.edu (W-125)

___________________________

FERGUSON, Laura (OR Chinese Diaspora Proj), LEWIS, Michael 
(Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde), ROSE, Chelsea (SOU), 
and EDWARDS, Briece (Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde) 
Tángrén Jiē, 唐人街 Khapa Təmwata (Chinatown at Willamette 
Falls): Co-illuminating Oregon City’s Multilayered History 
Though Chinese Diasporic and Grand Ronde Tribal Frameworks. 
The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde is expanding popular 
histories of Oregon City that have focused narrowly on leaders, 
trade, and industry through research with and on communities 
previously overlooked in historical accounts. Partnering with 
the Oregon Chinese Diaspora Project, we reevaluate “removal 
narratives” of the Oregon City Chinese community by placing 
violent events within a broader context of systemic racism and 
documenting individual experiences and community survivance 
through the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This project 
illuminates an important history and provides a framework for 
research into other communities “hidden in plain sight” in the 
historical record. (F-14)

___________________________

FIFITA, Patricia (OR State U) and MAKEPA-WONG, Emmalani (ʻĀina 
Alliance) Reclaiming and Revitalizing Ancestral Land and Seascapes: 
Indigenous-Led Community-Based Participatory Research and 
Documentation of Native Plants in Kaua‘i. Drawing upon Kanaka 
Oiwi (Native Hawaiian) methodologies and conceptual frameworks, 
our study seeks to honor ancestral knowledge systems through a (re)
envisioning and revitalization process through the documentation 
of oral histories and stories related to Native plant cultivation and 
traditional land tenure practices within the Hawaiian Homestead 
community of Anahola on Kauaʻi Island. Working in collaboration 
with community partners, we employ a multidisciplinary and 
collaborative approach to conducting a community-based 
participatory ethnobotanical study of Kanaka Oiwi plant cultivation 
and gathering practices to inform the restoration of Native plants 
(terrestrial and marine) in Anahola for food, materials, and medicine. 
This study ultimately seeks possibilities for an Indigenous-led return 
to abundance through ancestral knowledge-keeping and land 
restorative justice. fifitap@oregonstate.edu (TH-99)

___________________________

FIGUEROA GRAY, Marlaine, BANEGAS, Mateo, and HENRIKSON, 
Nora (KPWHRI) “Bad Memories and a Big Debt—Not a Legacy 

I Want to Leave”: Serious Illness Threats to Patient’s Personal 
Legacy Goals. This qualitative interview study examines 
values-concordant care as a critical component of high-quality 
cancer care and patient well-being. One component of values-
concordant care is supporting patients’ ability to achieve goals 
related to their legacy while living with serious illness. Legacy 
goals—a person’s goals related to how they will be remembered 
and impact others after one’s death—become increasingly 
important to people living with serious illness as time becomes 
more limited. We explore how serious illness, steadily rising costs 
of cancer care, and a fragmented health system present a burden 
to achieving values-concordant care that supports patient goals. 
marlaine.s.figueroagray@kp.org (F-55)

___________________________

FISCHER, Michael (HRAF Yale & U Kent) and RAVULA, Sridhar 
(HRAF Yale U) Ethnographic Models: Parametrizing Simulations 
From Ethnographic Data Using Generative AI. This paper presents 
an approach to identifying and simulating cultural models 
through the analysis of ethnographic data using Generative AI, 
aiming to parametrize simulations directly from ethnographic 
texts. Generative AI is employed in creating dynamic simulations 
to describe, predict, and evaluate interventions in cultural models 
initially based on original ethnographic sources. This has the 
potential to enrich anthropology and provide valuable insights for 
policymakers and practitioners interested in understanding and 
influencing the complex dynamics of cultural change. We argue 
that simulations can significantly contribute to informed decision 
making processes, sustainable development, and the design of 
culturally sensitive policies and interventions. m.d.fischer@kent.
ac.uk (TH-64)

___________________________

FISCHER, Sara (U Puget Sound) Perspectives on Positionality: 
Differing Approaches to the Ethnography of NGOs in 
International Development. This paper highlights ethnography 
as a method for mapping interactions between NGOs and host-
country governments, civil servants, and citizens in international 
development contexts. However, data can differ drastically in 
terms of access, transparency, and quality depending on the 
researcher’s positionality. Using examples from an ethnographic 
project in Malawi, I demonstrate trade-offs for the researcher 
based on the approach taken, whereby certain types of data are 
accessed while others remain unseen. Researcher positionality, 
therefore, can significantly alter research findings, making it 
a crucial consideration in the design and implementation of 
ethnographic research in international development. sefischer@
pugetsound.edu (W-26)

___________________________

FITZGERALD, Sean (BYU) Cultivating Heritage: The Role of 
Indigenous Foodways in Heritage Tourism and Cultural Resilience. 
My research examines the role of kalo (taro) in Laie, Hawaii’s 
heritage tourism, focusing on the Polynesian Cultural Center 
(PCC). Once a subsistence staple, kalo later served as a labor 
concession on the Laie sugar plantation and now symbolizes 
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ancient Hawaiian foodways for PCC visitors. The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints operated both the plantation and PCC, 
impacting interactions with native Hawaiians. Kalo’s resilient 
cultural role connects Hawaiians spiritually to their land despite 
exploitation, settler colonialism, and economic dependence. This 
research addresses food anthropology, heritage tourism, and the 
influence of religion on Indigenous foodways. smf2001@byu.edu 
(TH-15)

___________________________

FLEISCHER, David (Inter-American Fdn) Building Communities 
of Practice Through Agroecology and Participatory Certification. 
Participatory certification systems (SPGs) have been used in 
different parts of Latin America for almost two decades, and it 
still shows its strength in building communities of practice around 
organic production and marketing. Together with agroecology, 
SPGs have played an instrumental role in organizing smallholder 
farmers into productive groups and cooperatives, improving 
their marketing capacity and increasing their resilience. This 
article discusses how SPGs as communities of practice have 
been elevated by farmers and support organizations as effective 
solutions to environmental, social, and economic issues 
increasingly affecting rural communities, especially in Latin 
America. d.ivanfleischer@gmail.com (W-22)

___________________________

FLORES, Andrea (Brown U) Engaging First-Gen Students and 
First-Time Ethnographers: The Teaching and Doing of Applied 
Anthropology in the Pandemic Journaling Project. The First-Gen 
Pandemic Journaling Project examines the long-term effects of 
COVID-19 on the educational trajectories and familial caretaking 
practices of U.S.-based first-generation college students (FGCS) 
across the U.S. In partnership with two FGCS university support 
programs, we aim to translate our research into improved 
practice. Most critically, a major goal of the project is to mentor 
cohorts of first-gen and minoritized student researchers as full 
collaborators. Our paper examines how combining attention to 
both educational practice and the identities of anthropological 
practitioners can shift the analytical purchase of applied 
anthropology toward more just engagement. andrea_flores@
brown.edu (S-37)

___________________________

FOCHESATTO, Ana (UW-Madison) Who Gets to Farm?: Just 
Transition Efforts Redefining the Heartland. This paper explores 
efforts in Midwest agriculture that reflect Just Transition (JT) 
principles, led by marginalized farmers, Indigenous communities, 
and workers. Drawing on 128 semi-structured interviews 
and three years of ethnographic fieldwork, I examine how 
these groups enact agroecological practices, Indigenous food 
sovereignty, and worker-led organizing to challenge racial 
capitalism, reshape labor dynamics, and support ecological 
restoration. These efforts are redefining the Midwest culturally 
and ecologically, where the pursuit of justice and sustainability 
intertwines with belonging. By reclaiming agriculture from 
exclusionary narratives, these communities reshape who can be 

a “farmer” and what “agriculture” can mean. fochesatto@wisc.
edu (TH-05)

___________________________

FORBES-PATEMAN, Vanessa (U Miami) Measuring Procedural 
Equity in Resilience Projects: The Case for USACE’s Back Bay 
Study. This paper examines the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 
integration of Nature-based Solutions into the Back Bay project 
in Miami. It focuses on concerns raised by 18 non-governmental 
organizations and nonprofits regarding the need for more 
procedural equity in the USACEs’ initial response. We use 
systematic document reviews, attributional coding, and discourse 
analysis to understand policy structure and the uncertainties and 
challenges in implementing policies. Our findings indicate that 
while procedural equity is a foundational principle in theory, 
its practical application often falls. The paper underscores the 
necessity for more robust efforts to ensure that all stakeholders 
are meaningfully involved in shaping climate resilience policies. 
vaf29@miami.edu (F-77)

___________________________

FORGASH, Rebecca and GEIST, Katrina (Metro State U Denver) 
Cultivating Connections: Organic Farming as Community Praxis 
in Okinawa, Japan. Alternative agriculture evokes complex social, 
political, and ecological meanings in post-colonial contexts. 
Despite the predominant association with left politics, land 
stewardship and attachments are a sensitive business, particularly 
when farmers are identified as members of the former colonizer 
group. This research concerns mainland Japanese farmers 
in Okinawa, a former colony and Japan’s poorest prefecture. 
Relocating and reinventing themselves as productive members of 
rural settlements with growing attachments to the land, migrants 
and their farming practice take on meanings ranging from activist 
to interloper. The research explores farmers’ social connections 
and economic investment in the land, revealing organic practice 
as ideologically fraught. rforgash@msudenver.edu (TH-146)

___________________________

FORMANACK, Allison (CO Coll) #Houseless: The #Vanlife 
Movement and Voluntary Vehicular Residence in America. The 
#vanlife movement has surged since the COVID-19 pandemic, 
with over 3 million voluntary vehicle residents (VVRs) in the U.S. 
Despite its association with college-educated Whites and upper-
middle-class lifestyles, the criminalization of homelessness 
and urban camping bans highlight the risks VVRs and other 
nontraditionally housed individuals face. This paper, based on 
ethnographic research since 2022, examines the motivations, 
challenges, and community dynamics of VVRs aged 18-45. It 
explores whether this modern nomadic lifestyle reimagines 
concepts of home, labor, and mobility amid a worsening 
affordable housing crisis. aformanack@coloradocollege.edu (F-
74)

___________________________

FORREST, Kim (UDLAP) A Design Anthropology Approach 
to Understanding Trust in a Clean Cookstove Intervention in 
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Retalhuleu and Totonicapán, Guatemala. How can Design 
Anthropology aid clean cookstove interventions in the Global 
South? This research explores distinct concepts of trust in 
Retalhuleu and Totonicapán, Guatemala, to reveal the influence 
on program design and participants’ experiences with a 
cookstove implementation. Semi-structured interviews were 
conducted while cooking with recipients. In peri-urban ladino 
Retalhuleu, trust is rooted in personal character and reinforced 
through reciprocity networks involving brokers who facilitate 
engagement. In contrast, trust in Indigenous Totonicapán is 
deferred to the collective, and interpersonal trust building is 
less central. This analysis contributes to studies of trust and 
highlights a Design Anthropology approach for clean cookstove 
interventions. kimberly.forrest@gmail.com (S-05)

___________________________

FORUZAN, Sahar (UCR) Restoration Meets Respiration: A 
Preliminary Analysis of Oral Histories About Health and 
Environmental Management at the Salton Sea in Southeastern 
California. Following the largest rural-to-urban water transfer in 
U.S. history, the Salton Sea, California’s largest lake, is shrinking. 
Both short- and long-term restoration efforts remain sites of 
debate between scientists, policymakers, activists, and residents. 
Meanwhile, local communities have largely been left to deal with 
emerging environmental health issues on their own. This project 
seeks to understand what restoration means in the context of 
the Salton Sea and how residents understand and seek to shape 
their environment through ethnographic data and oral history 
interviews. As an applied anthropology project, this research 
makes policy recommendations for communities living with 
restoration efforts. sforu001@ucr.edu (TH-20)

___________________________

FOSTER, Katie, NELSON, Donald, GIRI, Monika, and MORSE, 
Jessica (UGA) Equity Considerations in the Deployment of Coastal 
“Nature-Based Solutions.” As coastal flood risks associated with 
sea level rise, heavy rain events, and storm surges become more 
pronounced under changing climate conditions, Nature-based 
Solutions (NbS) are increasingly turned to as a way to mitigate 
natural hazards while enabling a suite of social and ecological 
co-benefits. Yet, the deployment of NbS necessitates careful 
consideration of the social equity implications of project design 
and installation and the differential impacts that such projects 
can have on the surrounding population. This presentation 
explores this topic by analyzing recent efforts to develop coastal 
NbS projects in Miami, Florida. k.gibson@uga.edu (F-77)

___________________________

FOX, Katherine (SOU) New Barriers to Care?: Exploring Patient 
Interactions With Medical Office Staff and Their Impacts on 
Health Behavior. Much has been made of the doctor-patient 
relationship, leading to efforts such as cultural competence 
training for medical providers. However, preliminary data 
suggests that, particularly for those with marginalized identities, 
patients’ interactions with other staff members in an outpatient 
setting are increasingly affecting their health care and decision 

making. Participants reported avoiding medical care or leaving a 
doctor they liked because of negative experiences with support 
and administrative staff members (e.g., medical assistants, 
receptionists, or billing). As nonclinical roles expand in the face 
of staffing and economic challenges, more research is needed to 
understand the impacts on patient care. foxk@sou.edu (S-23)

___________________________

FRANKS, Edgar (Familias Unidas por la Justicia) H2A: Another 
Peculiar Institution. Every year, thousands of guestworkers are 
brought into Washington’s fields under the H2A program, with 
growers claiming a shortage of local workers. The truth? The 
agricultural industry has always relied on exploitable labor, 
keeping workers in poverty while ensuring growers’ wealth. 
Farmworkers—99% of whom are Latino in Washington—are 
at the heart of an essential industry, yet they continue to fight 
for basic rights and dignity. The H2A program is a legalized way 
to keep workers powerless, captive, and voiceless, with roots 
stretching back to slavery, which harms not just farmworkers 
but all immigrants, labor movements, and communities across 
borders. (W-142)

___________________________

FRAYSER, Suzanne (Cultural Insights) The CCCCC: More Than Just 
an Old Project. As a cultural anthropologist, I realize that everyone 
has a story. Social groups have communal stories expressed in 
their cultural traditions. The question becomes: What themes 
transcend the variety of these stories and relate to most 
humans? How do we generalize from our data? These questions 
drew me into conducting cross-cultural research for seven years 
with George Peter Murdock at the Cross-Cultural Cumulative 
Coding Center (1968-1974). My story is a first-hand account of 
participation in the research process during Murdock’s effort to 
establish methods and data sets that would serve as standards 
for and facilitate future cross-cultural research. 4culturalinsight@
gmail.com (F-34)

___________________________

FRENCH, Kirk (PSU) Sharing Old Docs: Utilizing Video Elicitation 
to Spur Community-Engaged Research. Establishing a reciprocal 
working relationship with a community is the goal of most 
social scientists, yet building trust is often a difficult and time-
consuming aspect of launching a new project. Over the last 
several decades, awareness of these challenges has led to more 
inclusive, collaborative, and community-based approaches to 
research. With promising results, the author has relied on taking 
older documentaries back to the location where they were 
filmed, hosting public screenings, and having conversations 
with community members about the changes they have 
experienced—thus establishing a strong rapport leading to 
meaningful engagement and, in some cases, collaborative work. 
kirkfrench@psu.edu (W-47)

___________________________

FULGHAM, Samantha (Plateau CRM) Cultural Resource 
Management, Ethnobotany, and Labor Shortages: How Can the 
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CRM Industry Better Incorporate Ethnobotany Into Our Field 
Methodologies and Reporting Strategies While Also Contending 
With a Labor Shortage? Cultural Resource Management (CRM) 
has often overlooked ethnobotany as an essential component 
of field methodology and reporting standards in the Northwest. 
This has led to gaps in our knowledge and understanding of 
the precontact and historic-era past, as well as contemporary 
traditional plant use. The CRM industry is also facing a labor 
shortage that has necessitated a greater emphasis on “in-house” 
training for bachelor-level employees. This talk will explore how 
CRM companies of any size can begin to incorporate ethnobotany 
into their field methodologies and reporting while contenting 
with a national labor shortage in the CRM industry. (TH-69)

___________________________

FULKERSON, Tiffany (Spokane Falls CC), CARNEY, Molly (OR 
State U), KINGREY, Haden (Env Archaeology Rsch Lab, WSU), 
and TUSHINGHAM, Shannon (CA Academy of Sci) Enduring 
Connections Between People and Place in Upland Ecologies: 
Insights From a Collaborative Field School in the Homeland of 
the sʔukʷnaʔqín (Okanogan) People, Washington State. This 
presentation describes ongoing research as part of a collaborative 
field school in the Okanogan Highlands, in the homeland of the 
sʔukʷnaʔqín (Okanogan) people, that explores the continuity 
of culture and place and connections between community, 
landscapes, and ancestral foods and medicines in upland 
ecologies through time. We combine ecological knowledge from 
local communities with the preliminary results of microbotanical, 
macrobotanical, faunal, pXRF, lidar, and other specialized 
analyses to interpret the nature of a cultural depression that field 
school students and staff excavated at a site that was previously 
recorded as a cluster of pithouses on Mt. Hull. tiffany.fulkerson@
sfcc.spokane.edu (TH-69)

___________________________

GADHOKE, Preety (SJU) and BRENTON, Barrett (Binghamton 
U) Rethinking Community Resilience, Health, and Well-Being 
Through an Integrated Systems Approach in Urban Settings. 
Our intersectional research explored food insecurity and job 
insecurity as predictors of healthcare insecurity and mental health 
challenges among households living in economic instability. As the 
New York City COVID-19 Research Team, we adapted a validated, 
web-based, anonymous survey questionnaire using a Social 
Determinants of Health Framework. The study oversampled 
underserved populations with a total of 2,099 participants. We 
reported strong associations between food insecurity and job 
insecurity among healthcare-insecure households and significant 
mental health challenges among food-insecure and healthcare-
insecure households. In this paper, we discuss the implications of 
rethinking social policies to protect underserved urban centers. 
drgadhoke@gmail.com (S-53)

___________________________

GAGGIOTTI, Hugo (UWE), MARRE, Diana (U Autónoma de 
Barcelona), GASPARRI, Stefano and GALPIN, Kay (UWE) 
Revaluating Reproductive Work?: Organisational Sponsorship 

of Reproduction and Reproductive Autonomy in European 
Workplaces. This paper explores the intricate dynamics of human 
reproduction work, focusing on the implications of workplace 
fertility “benefits” for gender equity and reproductive health. 
As organisations increasingly adopt sponsored reproductive 
choices, such as egg freezing, we analyse how these benefits 
can simultaneously support reproductive autonomy and impose 
career-centric pressures on employees, particularly women. 
We draw on intersectional perspectives to examine how public 
understandings, legislation, organisational policies, trade union, 
and employee representatives discourses intersect with individual 
reproductive decisions, highlighting the need for revaluating 
reproductive work and autonomy while addressing the unique 
challenges faced by employees navigating the demands of their 
careers. hugo.gaggiotti@uwe.ac.uk (S-18)

___________________________

GAJEWSKI, Aidan (Binghamton U), IMBRUCE, Valerie (Wash Coll), 
BRENTON, Barrett and ADAMS, Monica (Binghamton U) The Role 
of Academic Partnerships With Food Policy Councils in Shaping 
Food Systems. Food Policy Councils (FPCs), a form of collaborative 
governance often at the county level, address challenges such 
as food access and production by bringing together community 
stakeholders not typically involved in food system decision 
making, including universities. This presentation highlights 
applied participatory research with FPCs in Broome County, NY, 
and Kent County, MD, observing their organizational structures 
shaped by regional context. Councils were at different stages, 
from community assessments to access plans, transitioning to 
comprehensive food systems plans. Academic institutions can 
partner with FPCs, providing valuable insights throughout these 
stages in an iterative, reciprocal approach, central to applied 
anthropological practice. agajews1@binghamton.edu (W-22)

___________________________

GANLEY, Karla (UF Coll of Med) “Unreliable Historians”: How 
Physicians Use Patient Clinical Notes as Discursive Tools for Moral 
Education and Denial of Care. Clinical notes written by physicians 
are often regarded as objective records of patient health status. 
But what happens when the patient gives the physician an 
account of illness that doesn’t adhere to expected chronotopes 
of linear time and divisible space? By analyzing the case of a 
homeless patient who sought treatment for substance misuse, 
I show how this can lead to testimonial injustice and denial 
of care. I will also show how clinical notes are discursive tools 
that reinforce culturally defined notions of what types of illness 
stories “count,” which patients are “morally responsible,” and 
who is “worthy” of care. karla.ganley@ufl.edu (TH-25)

___________________________

GAO, Jie (U Arizona) Chinese Tourism Workers in Morocco: 
Questing for Elsewhereness and Struggling for Hereness. This 
article examines the informal employment of Chinese tourism 
professionals in Morocco following Morocco’s visa exemption for 
Chinese citizens in 2016. Through 14 months of fieldwork and 
ethnographic interviews, the paper investigates their motivations 
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and the moral implications of their informal status. While the 
appeal of flexible work and transcultural engagement attracts 
young Chinese, their lack of employment formality leads to 
feelings of insecurity and devaluation of their jobs. This tension 
between the pursuit of “elsewhereness” and the desire for 
“hereness” highlights the complexities of informal labor, offering 
important insights for policymakers addressing job insecurities in 
the tourism sector. jiegao@arizona.edu (TH-15)

___________________________

GARCIA, Esther (UNM) Collectively Employing Culturally-
Based Eldercare Through Praxis: A Binary Tale From a Regional 
Perspective. This auto-ethnographic project includes lifestyle 
images and offers an artistically curated photograph exhibit 
by closely examining daily life in eldercare from a daughter’s 
viewpoint and expressing emotions from the complexity of 
the labor surrounding extended care. A poetic narrative is 
inserted to consider the concept of Querencia, where people 
feel most secure, gain strength of character, and feel most at 
home. This project situates the power of storytelling as a valid 
source of knowledge production for understanding alternative 
perspectives of care. This undertaking reveals how implementing 
and embracing cultural practices around traditions and food 
collectively connects the caretakers. egarcia34@unm.edu (W-54)

___________________________

GARDINER, Grace (U Idaho) Three Dental Morphometrics to 
Distinguish North American Canid Skulls. This study presents 
evidence of three standardized metric values that can be used 
to reliably differentiate the skulls of North American wolves, 
coyotes, and normocephalic domestic dogs. Skulls and teeth 
preserve well in the archaeological record and can be a valuable 
resource for identification, but interbreeding has produced 
a suite of non-diagnostic and hybrid features among North 
American canids, making their skulls difficult to distinguish. The 
establishment of a standardized, quantifiable method to identify 
these skulls is important to the thoroughness of inquiries into 
canid evolution, domestication, hybridization, and more. (F-73)

___________________________

GASWICK, Aaron and CARNEY, Molly (OR State U) Time, Taste, and 
Reliability: An Exploration of Dietary Variety and Food Security in 
Plateau Communities Through Paleoethnobotanical Analysis of a 
Contact Era Site in Northeastern Washington State. In reviews and 
studies of Plateau historical diets, camas often receive the most 
attention at the expense of gaining a more holistic understanding 
of past food security and diversity. This paper explores the 
breadth of past dietary choices made by people in the Plateau 
through a paleoethnobotanical analysis of materials recovered 
from contact-era site 45PO149 in northeastern Washington 
State. We compare our results to nearby sites along the Pend 
Oreille River and with ethnographic and contemporary accounts 
of culinary traditions and food histories, finding that dietary 
choice had continuity through time. gaswicka@oregonstate.edu 
(TH-69)

___________________________

GATCH, Whitley and ALTMAN, Heidi (GA Southern U) Looking 
Beyond Place: The Uses of Andersonville National Historic Site. 
Andersonville National Historic Site is known for being the 
location of the “deadliest ground of the American Civil War.” 
Yet, what we know about those 14 months of occupation only 
conveys a glimpse into the uses of the site and surrounding 
areas—historical sites span across time and space. Contracted 
research through the National Park Service has supported 
ethnohistorical research, on-site visits, and interviews that have 
provided additional interpretations of the significance of the 
site. This paper gives an overview of the ethnohistoric research 
completed for this project and its alignment with the goals and 
values of the NPS. wg05012@georgiasouthern.edu (F-50)

___________________________

GATEWOOD, John B. (Lehigh U) Thinking Is a Complex Activity. 
While resting upon evolved biological capacities, thinking 
involves multiple kinds of constructed knowledge structures 
working in concert. This presentation describes the polyphony 
of thoughts—the “head game”—at play in a few everyday 
situations that require people to interpret a problem and then 
follow procedures to arrive at solutions. Examples include doing 
arithmetic in one’s head, deciding where to fish, and playing 
pool. As the examples will illustrate, thinking generally involves a 
variety of mental constructs interacting with one another as well 
as with environmental cues and/or external cognitive gadgets. 
jbg1@lehigh.edu (S-34)

___________________________

GAULDIN, Eric (TX State U) Doing Different: Diversity Discourse 
in Red State Higher Education. When the State of Texas passed 
Senate Bill 17, public universities were banned from using 
diversity in hiring processes, and diversity-serving institutions 
within these universities were disbanded. Despite the Bill’s 
nominal aim of increasing fairness on campuses, the move has 
been met with uncertainty, fear, and confusion in many spaces. 
By chronologically examining public documents from state 
officials, universities, and campus newspapers, this work looks 
to trace the development of the DEI discourse in Texas higher 
education in the wake of Senate Bill 17 and to uncover how the 
legal change is experienced by those it impacts. egauldin352@
gmail.com (W-94)

___________________________

GAVENUS, Erika (PSU), BEVERIDGE, Rachelle (UBC), SIWALLACE, 
Iris (Nuxalk Stewardship Office), and SATTERFIELD, Terre (UBC) 
Whose Doctrine, Whose Priority?: On the Troublesome Legal 
Interpretation of the Aboriginal Right to Fish by Canadian 
Courts. Few policies are more important to First Nations along 
the coast of British Columbia than those that govern who gets 
to fish, how, and when. The Doctrine of Priority underlies these 
policies, defining the ordered priority for fisheries management 
as conservation, the constitutional rights of Indigenous peoples, 
and commercial and sport fishing. First Nations have expressed 
frustration with recent decisions that contradict the spirit of the 
Doctrine. Through an analysis of legal documents, we trace the 
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characterization of Indigenous fishing rights by the Canadian 
courts. We find that the applicability of the Doctrine of Priority in 
contexts of uncertain abundance is far from settled and is likely 
to remain unresolved if guidance is only sought from the courts. 
erg5545@psu.edu (W-38)

___________________________

GEE, Emma (UCSC), TRIVINO, Taylor (UW), SETO, Katherine 
(UCSC), SELGRATH, Jennifer (CA Marine Sanctuary Fdn & NOAA), 
and FRAWLEY, Timothy (UCSC Fisheries Collaborative Prog) 
Asian-American Values and Experiences of the California Central 
Coast. Asian Americans as a user group have been overlooked 
in marine conservation research in almost all aspects. They and 
most other minority groups have not been consulted in coastal 
management, a history that California must contend with in its 
current policies and climate adaptation plans. To understand 
Asian Americans’ values of, relationships to, and uses of coastal 
spaces in Central California, we surveyed Asian Americans at 
community events and coastal spaces in person and distributed 
the survey online. We held focus groups to co-interpret the 
results of the survey and co-develop policy recommendations for 
the state of California. emma.kc.gee@gmail.com (F-18)

___________________________

GEORGE, Melissa (Fielding Grad U) Applied Anthropology in 
International School Leadership: Understanding the Interplay 
Between Leader Meaning-Making and Institutional Context. 
This paper applies anthropological insights to examine how 
international school leaders navigate complex institutional 
environments globally. Through ethnographic analysis following a 
mixed-methods study, this research investigates the relationship 
between leaders’ meaning-making capacities and their institutional 
contexts. Drawing on developmental psychology and action 
logics frameworks, the study reveals significant gaps between 
leaders’ meaning-making systems and their operational contexts. 
Findings demonstrate how leaders develop self-awareness, 
navigate ambiguity, and foster collaborative ecosystems, 
ultimately contributing to stakeholder flourishing and institutional 
transformation. melissageorge678@gmail.com (S-12)

___________________________

GERKEY, Drew (OR State U), SPOON, Jeremy and RAI, Alisa 
(Portland State U), RAI, Janak (Tribhuvan U), HUNTER, Chelsea 
(UNT), NAKARMI, Selina (Portland State U), RANA, Kabita 
and ADIKHARI, Pragati (Tribhuvan U), ROSENKRANZ, Leah 
(Portland State U) Using Multivariate Mixed-Methods to 
Understand the Intersections of Recovery, Identity, and Forces 
of Socio-Environmental Change in Nepal. Anthropologists 
studying disasters emphasize that recovery is multidimensional, 
incorporating a range of material, behavioral, psychological, and 
social measures. While qualitative methods are well-suited to 
documenting and analyzing multiple dimensions of recovery, 
quantitative methods often rely on a few key measures that may 
fail to capture the complexity of recovery and its causes. With 
longitudinal data from 400 households impacted by the 2015 
earthquakes in rural Nepal, I present a mixed-method approach 

that combines exploratory, multivariate statistical analysis with 
interviews and community outreach to provide insights on 
multiple dimensions of recovery and their intersections with 
forms of identity and forces of socio-environmental change. 
drew.gerkey@oregonstate.edu (W-110)

___________________________

GERSHON, Ilana (Rice U) The Mundane Governance of Masks 
and Other Indexes of the Pandemic. In the U.S., the COVID-19 
pandemic forced all workplaces to engage in exercises of 
mundane governance around masks, social distancing, and air 
filters—re-structuring how people interact at work through a 
countless number of decisions around previously taken-for-
granted practices. This paper asks what we can learn about 
workplaces as sites of private government by focusing on how 
mundane governance takes place around the pandemic. How are 
decisions around masks and other protective indices made and 
enforced? And what can these practices let us know about the 
ways that all workplaces lie on a continuum of democracy and 
autocracy? ig25@rice.edu (S-35)

___________________________

GETRICH, Christina (UMD) DACA Recipients’ Everyday Activism in 
Pursuit of Health Justice. Undocumented young adults are well-
known for the social movement they launched to fight for policy 
inclusion. Yet, many are not activists in a traditional sense but 
engage politically in less publicly visible yet impactful ways to 
promote collective health justice. Drawing from a longitudinal, 
collaborative project with Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
recipients in the D.C. region, I demonstrate how these everyday 
activists leverage their unique knowledge bases and skill sets to 
embody and enact socialities they envision for the future. Their 
actions are instructive for thinking through our accountabilities 
and ways of showing up for others subject to exclusion. cgetrich@
umd.edu (TH-83)

___________________________

GEYMAN, Zoe (WUSTL) Developing the Developers: Including 
Program Impacts on Development Professionals in Conceptions of 
Intervention Efficacy. It is an open secret within the development 
industry that development projects often fail. While important 
critiques of development have drawn attention to the ways that 
interventions serve the interests of the powerful (Ferguson, 
1990; Crewe & Harrison, 1998; Murray Li, 2007), they overlook 
the impact development work has on development workers. 
Drawing on 13 months of fieldwork with an Indian NGO, I argue 
that we should take the ways that development interventions 
benefit developers seriously and build this into our models of 
success or failure to shed light on why development continues 
to “fail” despite decades of critique. zgeyman@wustl.edu (W-05)

___________________________

GIBBONS, Judith (SLU) and ASHDOWN, Brien (Albizu U) Identity 
of Maya Adolescents as Revealed Through Auto-Photography. 
Visual research methods can reveal the life space and self-
portrayals of participants. Maya adolescents (14 girls, 12 boys, 
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ages 11 through 16) from a village in the Guatemalan highlands 
took ten photographs depicting their lives in the present and 
ten photographs of what they hoped for in the future, as well 
as extra photos of their choice. Ninety-seven photos of the self 
were analyzed for content and reflections of identity. The self-
photos revealed elements of the Maya cosmovision, including 
harmony with nature and gender complementarity, as well as the 
values of work, education, and social embeddedness in family 
and community. judith.gibbons@slu.edu (Whova)

___________________________

GIFFORD, Wendy, AL-CHAMI, Mohamad Hamze, DICK, Peggy, 
BENOIT, Maggie, and GANDY, Ellen (U Ottawa) Algonquins of 
Pikwakanagan First Nation: Ways of Knowing and Doing in Cancer 
Care. First Nations people in Canada have higher cancer rates 
relative to the general population, with distinct ways of knowing 
and doing to support the cancer journey. In this study, we 
explored culturally safe cancer care approaches with Algonquins 
of Pikwakanagan First Nations. We held sharing circles and 
interviews with community members and health and social care 
providers (n=12 participants). Cultural practices helped bridge 
traditional and Western approaches to care while confronting 
mistrust in settler biomedical healthcare systems and included 
connecting to the Creator and the land, family and community 
members “being there” in a chain of support, and healing circles. 
wgifford@uottawa.ca (Whova)

___________________________

GLEASON, Eric (SOU) Chinese Labor at the Seufert Cannery Site 
in The Dalles, Oregon. For 75 years, the Seufert family operated 
a cannery on the Columbia River just east of The Dalles, Oregon. 
There, they and their workers, including a crew of Chinese laborers, 
canned salmon, fruit, and produce. The cannery site remains on 
the shoreline below The Dalles Dam, and some company records 
are preserved at the Oregon Historical Society. This combination 
of the archival and archaeological remains of a cannery site on 
the Columbia River is unique, enabling the OCDP to expand the 
scope of its research into cannery operations and the day-to-day 
lives of the owners and workers. egleasonjcheung@gmail.com 
(F-44)

___________________________

GO, Mallory and LOVEMORE, Leo (Brown U) Traditional Midwifery 
to Clinical Obstetrics: A Feminist and Historical Analysis. Childbirth 
has long been central to human societies, with midwives playing 
a crucial role in maternal and infant care. This paper explores 
the historical evolution of midwifery across cultures, highlighting 
the shift from traditional practices to clinical obstetrics. By 
examining sociocultural factors like colonization, technological 
advancements, and key historical moments, we reveal how 
these forces shaped maternal care. The analysis focuses on the 
gender roles, the status of women, and themes of maternal and 
fetal mortality, emphasizing the importance of radical empathy 
in understanding the contributions of women in advancing the 
history of childbirth. mallory_go@brown.edu (F-116)

___________________________

GOLLMER, Kathleen (IUP) Civic Ecology in Action: Leveraging 
Local Environmentalist Networks for Well-Plugging in Appalachia. 
Local environmentalists can serve as key sources of insight, 
knowledge, and analysis for scaling up Pennsylvania’s orphaned 
and abandoned gas well-plugging operations. Their expertise, 
however, is not limited to knowledge; it extends to a web of social 
relationships built around citizen science, which arguably has 
been redefining place attachment and community engagement 
in a region of Appalachia long considered to be a “sacrifice zone.” 
This paper explores how engaging with local environmentalists 
can enhance outreach efforts and considers, through the lens 
of civic ecology, how well-plugging initiatives might support, 
transform, or catalyze civic environmental networks and 
practices. jtjdc@iup.edu (TH-107)

___________________________

GONZALEZ, Andrik (UTRGV) Cultural Crossroads: An Interactive 
Exploration of the Texas-Mexico Border. Place is central to 
the formation of identity and tradition within a community. 
The cultural scenes along the Texas-Mexico Border—such 
as festivals, murals, food, and local arts—serve as both a 
reflection of historical cross-border interactions and a form 
of resilience and adaptation to contemporary challenges 
and complex intersections of culture, history, and politics for 
border communities. Combining the academic disciplines of 
anthropology and history, this project will utilize ethnographic 
and open-source mapping methods to examine how cultural 
practices, traditions, and artistic expressions along the Texas side 
of the Rio Grande reflect and respond to the social, historical, and 
geographical dynamics of the U.S.-Mexico borderlands through 
an interactive digital map. By documenting and mapping these 
cultural practices, the project aims to demonstrate how the 
borderlands foster unique, dynamic cultural expressions that 
are deeply tied to place and community. andrik.gonzalez01@
utrgv.edu (F-25)

___________________________

GOODLEY, Ruby (U Leeds) Care in the Neoliberal Academy: 
Exploring the Disruption of Disabled Academics’ Embodied 
Experiences. The neoliberal university incubates competitive 
individualism and hyper-productivity, conditions that relegate 
care within the academic community. In this paper, I utilize 
embodied personal narrative accounts from disabled academics 
to demonstrate the lack of care within academic university 
settings. Drawing upon my own empirical work with four female 
disabled academics with hidden impairments working within 
English Social Science university departments, I highlight two 
themes of the neo-liberal academic experience: (1) individual 
bureaucratized models of care through frameworks such 
as “reasonable adjustments,” which demonstrate a lack of 
systemic support; and (2) an exploration of academic individual 
achievement, which forces academics to work independently 
rather than together. Finally, I aim to provide some solutions 
to remedy the lack of a community of care within academia. 
ssrhlg@leeds.ac.uk (W-108)

___________________________
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GOODMAN, Rachael (Mercer U) Using Applied Anthropology 
to Reimagine the NGO Internship. Making service-learning 
productive and meaningful for all involved requires 
anthropological knowledge and skills. My ethnographic insights 
were crucial to designing and leading such a trip to the Indian 
non-governmental organization where I conducted my research. 
From choosing an appropriate project to preparing the students 
for their experience, I drew on my knowledge of the organization, 
local values of reciprocity, and, most importantly, the experience 
of earlier student volunteers I encountered. Their struggles to 
help the NGO taught me how vital background knowledge and 
on-the-ground support are to making volunteering worthwhile 
for everyone. goodman_rg@mercer.edu (W-06)

___________________________

GORDON, Andrew (U Houston) Food Addiction: Biological and 
Cultural Factors. Evidence from neurology and endocrinology 
reveal bodily sensations that impel continual eating. From cultural 
investigation, we take into account sensory stimulation (of the 
five senses) and structural constraints that also impel continual 
eating. They appear in varied forms, for instance, in the lower costs 
of highly processed food, proximity to convenience stores, and 
ethnic and familial traditions, as revealed in my own investigation 
in a Mexican-American community in Houston. Together, 
biological and cultural factors conspire to create addiction. This 
paper is another example of the importance of taking account 
of biological and cultural factors. andrewgordon867@gmail.com 
(TH-144)

___________________________

GOULD, Gayla (Nez Perce) Getting Them Out of Her Hair: Solving 
the Light Problem and Leveling the Playing Field. Prescribed 
grazing will give our sisters a chance to reach the light. Due to 
climate change, there are new invaders that are encroaching 
on our rare foods. The enzymes in the system of goats sterilize 
invasive terrestrial species and their seeds. Three consecutive 
years of targeted goat grazing will make a positive impact to allow 
our sisters to come out. gaylagould2021@icloud.com (F-13)

___________________________

GRACE-MCCASKEY, Cynthia (ECU), BRANDT, Marilyn and 
GRIMES, Kristin (UVI), STEVENSON, Alexandra (ECU), DURDALL, 
Allie, CAMACHO, Chloe, and LEERDAM, Elisabeth (UVI) 
Interdisciplinary and Equity-Based Approaches to Mangrove 
and Coral Restoration in the U.S. Virgin Islands. Meaningful 
community engagement and interdisciplinary collaboration 
are essential for designing coral reef and mangrove restoration 
projects that achieve ecological goals while also considering 
community members’ needs and concerns. We describe 
current efforts with USVI communities to co-develop equitable 
and locally appropriate restoration plans as part of the Strong 
Coasts project funded by NSF’s Coastlines and People program. 
We describe a workshop held in March 2024 on St. Thomas and 
discuss the workshop’s goals, processes employed for its design, 
outcomes, and future activities. We also reflect on experiences 
as an interdisciplinary team designing and facilitating events 

geared toward inclusive engagement and equitable outcomes. 
gracemccaskeyc15@ecu.edu (F-47)

___________________________

GRAY, Summer, HERR HARTHORN, Barbara, MARSHALL, 
Renae, PRENTICE-WALZ, Heather, and THOMAS, Jordan (UCSB) 
Engineering Resilience: The Promises and Perils of Artificial Coral 
for Climate Adaptation. Artificial coral, an emerging innovation in 
synthetic biology, promises climate resilience but risks deepening 
inequalities and altering ecosystems in unanticipated ways. This 
paper explores artificial coral’s role in climate adaptation drawing 
on insights from public perceptions as well as a case study of 
the Maldives, where historical and contemporary practices of 
coral use and restoration reveal complex layers of adaptation 
and exploitation. By situating artificial coral within frameworks 
of risk, climate coloniality, and uneven development, this 
study highlights how synthetic biology could reshape climate 
vulnerability on the coast, influencing existing dynamics of 
climate injustice. summer_gray@ucsb.edu (TH-97)

___________________________

GRUSZKO, Mariel (Babson Coll) Moving From Engaging 
Experiences to Ethical Engagement: Anthropological Pedagogy in 
the Business College Classroom. This paper explores the challenges 
and translational fault lines involved in teaching engaged critique 
and situated knowledge through an examination of the forces that 
shape experiential learning at Babson, a business college. In an 
environment where students enter experiential learning already 
expecting to provide value to outside partners, in what ways can 
well-designed anthropological pedagogy destabilize taken-for-
granted visions of “doing good?” I suggest some possible lines 
of maneuver through which anthropologists working in business 
settings might make themselves legible to their collaborators 
while also sowing the seeds of ethical engagement. mgruszko@
babson.edu (S-37)

___________________________

G’SELL, Brady (U Iowa) “They Can’t Do That, This Is MY Iowa”: 
Refugees and Belonging in the Midwest. Refugees are a 
growing population in Iowa. Many arrive through the state’s 
resettlement agencies, yet far more are secondary migrants—
those placed elsewhere who voluntarily resettled in Iowa. 
Even amidst dominant discourses that either vilify immigrants 
or exclude them from the state narrative, refugees often hold 
strong claims to their new homeland. Drawing upon fieldwork 
with African refugee women, I consider how these new Iowans 
claim belonging and under what terms. How are they building 
satisfying lives for themselves and their families? Where do 
they place themselves in Iowa’s present and future? What is a 
Midwest narrative centered on refugees? brady-gsell@uiowa.
edu (TH-05)

___________________________

GUERRA-REYES, Lucia (IU SPH) Information Seeking and Advice 
Networks for Contraceptive Decision Making Among College-Aged 
Women in Peru. This study examines the impact of personal advice 
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networks on contraceptive choices among college-aged women 
in Lima and Tarapoto, Peru. We surveyed 283 sexually active 
women over 18 and conducted semi-structured interviews with 
26 participants. Most reported moderate to high contraceptive 
knowledge, primarily using male condoms and pills; emergency 
contraception and withdrawal were also commonly used. While 
women sought information from clinicians and online sources, they 
relied heavily on small, predominantly female networks of friends 
for trusted advice. Our findings highlight the significant role of social 
relationships in contraceptive decisions, influenced by persistent 
gender norms in discussions and choices. luguerra@iu.edu (S-25)

___________________________

GUEVARA, Emilia (UMD) and HAYES, Lauren (U Wyoming) Not 
Enough Time: Reproductive and Care Work in the Moment. This 
paper discusses mixed-method data collected for a project on 
care and reproductive activities. We use a sampling method 
of ecological momentary assessment to collect real-time data 
about what individuals are doing at any given time. This method 
provided estimates of long-term time spent on reproductive and 
care work and an ethnographic and relational context of this 
work. Results reveal how individuals view reproductive and care 
work in relation to formal and paid jobs, and roles as mothers, 
daughters, or spouses. We discuss various themes, such as how 
the commodification and codification of time spent on caring 
labor affected partner relationships, health, and well-being. 
eguevar1@umd.edu, lhayes9@uwyo.edu (S-18)

___________________________

GUEVARA, Emilia (UMD) Reimagining Radical Praxis: Necrowriting 
and Health Justice. In this paper, I engage with Cristina Rivera 
Garza’s notions of necrowriting and disappropriation theories 
rooted in communal and collective memory practices, which 
may offer radical tools for dismantling oppressive systems that 
have historically silenced marginalized voices, particularly in 
the aftermath of state-sanctioned violence, gender violence 
and femicide, and systemic neglect found in the necropolitical 
landscape of contemporary Mexico. I argue that health justice, in 
contexts like Mexico’s “Necropolis,” must account for the voices 
of the dead and the disenfranchised, working not only to heal 
the living but to restore agency to those erased by violence and 
systemic oppression. (TH-113)

___________________________

GUIDIMADJEGBE, Segnide (OR State U) From Geographical 
Indication (GI) to Food Sovereignty Achievement in the Developing 
World of Africa. This fieldwork-based study examines cassava 
farming production and gari processing conditions in Savalou, 
central Benin. It assesses the disconnect between demand and 
production while also emphasizing the role of cultural identity as 
a contributing factor in the reputation of Savalou as the terroir 
for Gari Sohoui, processed cassava. Using food sovereignty 
and agroecological frameworks, the study found that cassava 
rapidly became a national staple crop. Interviews found that 
cassava production is jeopardized by a lack of loans and market 
opportunities. However, Gari Sohoui has the potential to preserve 

traditional know-how and enhance smallholders’ livelihoods 
through geographical indication protection. Guidimas@
oregonstate.edu (S-17)

___________________________

GULLETTE, Gregory (GGC), SINGTO, Sayamon (UGA), and 
VISETPRICHA, Boonlert (Thammasat U) Sustainability, Urban 
Ecologies, and Infrastructural Development in Bangkok. This 
paper draws from research in urban studies, ecology, and 
development to understand people’s perceptions of urban 
sustainability in Thailand. While earlier research considered how 
agrarian households in Bangkok’s rural peripheries adjusted to 
the negative externalities of urbanization, here we build upon 
that work to capture how diverse cross-sections of the population 
understand the built environment. By mixing qualitative and 
quantitative data—along with interviews conducted among 
non-governmental organizations—we seek to highlight the ways 
in which the form and function of urban spaces have struggled 
to improve the environmental, health, and socioeconomic well-
being of people living in the city. ggullette@ggc.edu (Whova)

___________________________

HACKENBERGER, Steven (CWU), MCFARLAND, Douglas (CWU 
& PNNL), PARFITT, Anne, MCCUTCHEON, Pat, and QUINN, 
Sterling (CWU), CAPUDER, Karen (Confederated Colville Tribe), 
GAMBINO, Joseph (CWU) Cultural Landscape Archaeological 
Survey Project (CLASP). Landscape archaeology places cultural 
resources into a broader context, particularly in terms of 
the values and traditions assigned to culturally significant 
landscapes. In an ongoing survey project designed with Tribal 
input and implemented by CWU and DAHP, crews systematically 
map ethnographically significant plant communities and natural 
features associated with archaeological sites. These resources 
are also assessed using additional landscape characteristics (e.g., 
viewsheds, travel corridors) that may have cultural significance. 
When informed by Tribal input, the approach provides a more 
comprehensive understanding of cultural landscapes and the 
distribution of archaeological sites on these landscapes. (F-25)

___________________________

HALLETT, Miranda (U Dayton) and OTERO ASMAR, Yulianna 
(Loyola U MD) Insurgent Citizenship in Immigration Detention: 
A Case Study of Mobilization and Rights Claims in an Ohio 
Detention Center. This research centers on the mobilization by 
ICE detainees against abuses and violations of rights at Butler 
County Jail in Ohio and the solidarity work of allies. Through 
observant participation, interviews, and content analysis of 
legal documents and letters from detainees, we examine how 
this mobilization acted to shut down the ICE contract. We 
argue that the activism of people detained at Butler was a 
form of “insurgent citizenship” occurring through encounters 
across ethnic and cultural backgrounds in a space of exclusion. 
This space of encounter among excluded groups leads them 
to reimagine traditional practices of citizenship via abolitionist 
logics. mhallett1@udayton.edu (TH-22)

___________________________
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HALLIN, Mary (UN Omaha) Global Health Issues: Cross-Cultural 
and Interdisciplinary Collaboration. The initial response to 
epidemics such as Ebola in West Africa tended to have a 
biomedical focus, with little consideration of local knowledge 
practices. The one-directional flow of information from the 
West to the local communities resulted in a lack of trust and 
misinformation. These issues are still present in recent epidemics. 
This paper examines collaborating with local communities and 
building interdisciplinary teams to address health emergencies. 
Skills needed and how to build international/interdisciplinary 
collaborations are explored. Collaborating with local 
communities and interdisciplinary teams may help result in a 
more effective and culturally sensitive intervention. mjhallin@
aol.com (W-23)

___________________________

HAMBELTON, Karla (Historical Rsch Assoc) Moving American 
Falls, Idaho: An Analysis of Foundations at Site 10PR19 to 
Investigate Relocation Policy. In 1925, the townsite of American 
Falls, Idaho, was relocated. The original townsite was flooded 
following the construction of the American Falls Dam to store 
water for agriculture. Approximately 350 buildings were moved 
to a nearby planned community. In addition to planning the new 
community, the Federal Government assessed, purchased, and 
relocated properties. Moving the town was a massive undertaking 
that uprooted homes and businesses. Historical records indicate 
that the opportunity to relocate may not have been available to 
all residents. Remnant foundations at the former townsite were 
mapped and analyzed to determine which buildings were not 
relocated. khambelton@hrassoc.com (TH-13)

___________________________

HAMM, Megan, MERLIN, Jessica, and RAGAVAN, Maya (U 
Pitt) Exploring the Unmet Pain Needs of Bhutanese Americans 
in Pittsburgh, PA. The Tailored Retention and Engagement for 
Equitable Treatment of OUD and Pain (TREETOP) clinical research 
center at the University of Pittsburgh was established to develop 
effective, equitable, and sustainable interventions for chronic 
pain and opioid use disorder. Its goal is to improve treatment 
for comorbid chronic pain and OUD, particularly among rural 
and Black communities, which have been disproportionately 
impacted by the opioid epidemic. In a supplement to TREETOP 
designed to expand its reach and inclusivity, we have partnered 
with the Bhutanese Community Association of Pittsburgh to 
engage non-English speaking immigrants in the co-development 
of a pain intervention for this community. This paper will present 
the results of the first step in this process: interviews with 
Bhutanese immigrants who experience chronic pain regarding 
their pain histories and treatment experiences and preferences. 
mehst52@pitt.edu (W-115)

___________________________

HANN, Don (OR Chinese Diaspora Proj) The Goldfield Variations: 
19th Century Chinese Placer Gold Mines in Oregon. Since 2016, 
partner organizations working as part of the Oregon Chinese 
Diaspora Project have conducted survey and excavation projects 

at Chinese placer gold mining sites in Oregon. A comparison 
of the mining processes employed by different Chinese mining 
companies demonstrates an impressive capacity to tailor 
mining techniques to different topographic and environmental 
settings. The ability to creatively adapt to specific conditions on 
the ground allowed the Chinese companies to succeed where 
other miners failed. This belies the common portrayal of Chinese 
miners as desperate, if persistent, unskilled laborers subsisting 
by reworking the waste piles left by White miners. donthann@
gmail.com (F-44)

___________________________

HANSCHU, Jakob (Nat’l Farm Med Ctr) Cultural Values as Counter-
Evidence: Problematization as Intervention in Agricultural Safety 
and Health. Adaptation of evidence-based interventions to 
account for cultural habits and values is an accepted strategy for 
increasing their effectiveness. Drawing on research experience in 
agricultural safety and health, this presentation examines what 
is at stake in the work of tailoring interventions. A project that 
originally sought to adapt youth agricultural safety materials to 
the values of farm parents is presented as a case study. In this 
case, misalignment between intervention and population values 
functioned as counter-evidence, subjecting the aims, outcomes, 
and procedures of the intervention to problematization. Thus, the 
project was reimagined as a meta-intervention for agricultural 
safety and health. hanschu.jakob@marshfieldresearch.org (W-
05)

___________________________

HANSELL, Laurel, PALAZZO, Lorella, WERNLI, Karen, and BROWN, 
Meagan (Kaiser Permanente WA), SNIDARICH, Madison and 
LOUIE, Tinnie (Fred Hutchinson Cancer Ctr), CORANADO, Gloria 
(U Arizona), TRIPLETTE, Matthew (Fred Hutchinson Cancer Ctr) 
Rapid Ethnographic Assessment of Community-Based Lung 
Cancer Screening Programs: Protocol and Lessons Learned 
From the ACCELL Study. Adherence to lung cancer screening 
(LCS) and follow-up remains below the levels needed to achieve 
population mortality benefits from screening. The ACCELL Study 
aims to improve LCS adherence in partnership with community 
healthcare systems in Washington state. We describe the Rapid 
Ethnographic Assessment (REA) to understand current care 
processes and provide lessons learned. We found a hybrid 
approach of in-person and virtual REA site visits to be effective and 
efficient for generating rich qualitative data from multiple clinical 
perspectives. These data are being used to develop improved 
LCS workflows and targeted interventions in collaboration with 
healthcare system partners. Laurel.D.Hansell@kp.org (F-85)

___________________________

HARRELSON, Clea (U Maine) Establishing Baseline Understandings 
of Social Science Contributions to the Lobster Industries of the 
Northwest Atlantic. In the face of climate change impacts, fishery 
scientists and fishing industry members in the Northwest Atlantic 
have increasingly called for a better understanding of how social 
science research may benefit their individual, community, and 
industry goals. Focusing on the lobster industries and lobstering 
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communities of Atlantic Canada and Maine from 1970 to 2023, we 
synthesize the state of social science research to understand how 
ideas from social science may or may not have already influenced 
management practices. This project aims to strengthen existing 
partnerships and collaboration between U.S. and Canadian 
agencies associated with the Northwest Atlantic lobster fishery. 
clea.harrelson@maine.edu (F-18)

___________________________

HART, Bennett (U Idaho) Back to Basics: Experimental 
Archaeology of Copper Tool Manufacture. Extensive studies on 
precontact copper implements and ornamental objects produced 
by Native Americans are nothing out of the norm in archaeology. 
However, research and experimentation concerning copper tools 
are lacking. Adding to what is available, this research presents 
a summary of an experimental research project on copper. The 
intent is to experiment with copper to provide a cost-benefit 
analysis between working with copper, stone, and bone. In 
doing so, this analysis will provide useful data on how the 
consideration of working with each kind of tool played a role in 
the tool manufacturing process of precontact Native Americans. 
benn8629@vandals.uidaho.edu (S-15)

___________________________

HARTGROVE-FREILE, Janice (Lone Star Coll) It’s Significant!: 
Bringing Cultural Content Into Statistics and Research Courses. 
Infusing cultural content into statistics and lower-level research 
methods courses can be difficult in social/ behavioral science 
disciplines where content and research are not intrinsically 
cultural or where such courses are taught within a discipline 
that is not generally culturally focused. The infusion of cultural 
content and perspective is important in training future instructors 
and researchers to look through a global lens. This presentation 
focuses on approaches that can be used to internationalize such 
courses, whether students take social science-specific statistics 
and research courses or, as is the case in some institutions, they 
are offered through non-social/behavioral science departments. 
hartgrov@lonestar.edu (W-48)

___________________________

HARTHORN, Barbara Herr, GRAY, Summer, MARSHALL, Renae, 
PRENTICE-WALZ, Heather, and THOMAS, Jordan (UCSB) Risk 
Perception and Public Participation in Deliberating New Synthetic 
Bioengineered Life Forms: Human and Environmental Health 
Risk Frames. In the latest synthetic biology twist, bioengineers 
in the U.S. and abroad seek to build “from scratch” synthetic 
cells that mimic natural cells. Potential applications include 
health (synthetic neuron) and environment (artificial coral), 
but such transformative technologies raise societal issues 
on which responsible innovation demands public input. This 
anthropological research uses public deliberation methods to 
study perceptions of potential risks, benefits, and tradeoffs 
associated with synthetic cells and underlines the effects 
of two key frames on emergent perceptions, human versus 
environmental health. The work highlights the social dynamics 
that influence thresholds of acceptability in balancing innovation, 

safety, and ecological responsibility. barbara.harthorn@ucsb.edu 
(TH-97)

___________________________

HARTMAN, Equinox (UCR) Harm Reduction as Social Service: The 
Role of Community Care in Police and Prison Abolition. Unhoused 
people who use drugs often face a lethal lack of care in cases of 
overdose. In our ongoing qualitative study, interviewing people 
who use drugs and understanding their experiences highlights 
the role of harm reduction in caring for communities and reducing 
overdose mortality, especially in contrast to the precedent for 
policing. Apportioning policing funds to harm reduction at local 
levels expands the access and ability of harm reductionists to 
provide services and reduce stigma. Harm reduction is an aspect 
of police and prison abolition, offering empathetic and mutual 
care, as opposed to carceral violence, for communities who use 
drugs. (W-113)

___________________________

HARTMAN, Holland (OR State U) Death and Burial Rituals 
During the First Wave of the SARS-CoV-2 Outbreak in Western 
Oregon. This study examines death and grief experiences 
during the first wave of SARS-CoV-2 in Western Oregon, using 
multimodal ethnographic methods and oral histories. It aims to 
(1) systematically review existing literature on the importance of 
grief rituals and disruptions during the first wave of SARS-CoV-2, 
(2) conduct expert interviews with nursing home administrators 
who enforced visitor restrictions, and (3) collect and interpret 
oral histories using semi-structured interviews from families who 
experienced the loss of loved ones at Oregon’s index sites. My 
goal is to identify strategies for adapting and preserving critical 
aspects of grief rituals during times of mass fatality. hartmaho@
oregonstate.edu (W-105)

___________________________

HARUYAMA, Justin (American Council of Learned Societies) 
Gender Discrimination at Chinese Mining Firms in Zambia. 
Recent investments by Chinese mining firms have stimulated 
the Zambian economy and created an uptick in employment 
in otherwise underdeveloped areas. However, the benefits of 
these investments have been unevenly distributed as Chinese 
firms replicate practices of gender discrimination and official 
discouragement of family maintenance (child support) by 
Chinese employees for children they have fathered in Zambia. 
Drawing on two years of community-engaged research, this 
paper outlines the effects of gender-discriminatory and family 
maintenance norms at Chinese firms and gives recommendations 
for alternative practices by these companies, as well as for 
regulation by the Chinese and Zambian governments. justin.
haruyama@ubc.ca (W-26)

___________________________

HARVEY-MAROSE, Juniper (U Idaho) More Than a Mercantile: 
Reflecting on the Social and Economic Landscape of the Pon Yam 
House. The Pon Yam House in Idaho City, a former gold-rush 
town, was named after Chinese entrepreneur Pon Yam, who 
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operated a mercantile there for over two decades. Thousands of 
glass fragments and vessels excavated from the site, dating to the 
19th and early 20th centuries, reflect diverse activities, including 
pharmaceuticals and cosmetics. These artifacts highlight the 
social and economic dynamics of Idaho City’s community. 
Through material culture analysis and archival research, this 
study explores the everyday lives of Idaho City’s residents and the 
impact of Chinese migrants, offering insight into the multiethnic 
fabric of the American West. harv5266@vandals.uidaho.edu 
(TH-13)

___________________________

HARVEY, T.S. (Vanderbilt U) The Communicability of 
“Noncommunicable Diseases” (NCDs): A Cultural Context 
of Health Approach to Disease Transmission, Prevention, 
and Treatment. According to the World Health Organization 
(WHO), noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), conditions like 
cardiovascular diseases, cancers, chronic respiratory diseases, 
and diabetes, kill some 41 million people per year, accounting 
for 74% of all deaths worldwide. The research presented 
in this paper argues that artificially contrasting NCDs with 
conditions conventionally understood (and narrowly defined) in 
epidemiology as “communicable” diseases, infectious diseases 
like tuberculosis, malaria, and HIV/AIDS, obscures the role of 
social determinants and cultural context in the communicability 
(transmission) of so-called noncommunicable diseases. Legacies 
of 20th-century epidemiological frameworks that construct 
NCDs as non-transmissible impact contemporary efforts aimed 
at prevention and treatment. t.s.harvey@vanderbilt.edu (TH-
144)

___________________________

HAYDE, Donnelley and MEYER, Justin (COSI) The Medium Is 
the Method: Arts-Based Approaches to Data Collection in the 
Watermarks Project. WaterMarks is an NSF-funded, Milwaukee-
based project that brings together arts, science, and community 
expertise to engage residents in citywide water stewardship. 
Across the project, both the research and evaluation teams 
work to engage the modalities of the project (e.g., visual art, 
storytelling) in our methods. This paper describes the evaluation 
team’s collaboration with a local artist to adapt an existing 
evaluation technique (Ripple Effects Mapping) to make it more 
context-appropriate, engaging, and useful to participants. 
Together, we explored both intended and emergent project 
outcomes in collaboration with project participants and created 
artistic visualizations of community stories to support group 
reflection. dhayde@cosi.org (W-69)

___________________________

HEALEY, Gavin (NAU) Indigenous Graffiti Muralism and 
Geosemiotics: Interfacing of Public Dialectics. This paper will 
discuss the medium of Indigenous Graffiti Muralism (IGM), 
sometimes referred to as Indigenous Graffiti and Street Art, 
through the lens of geosemiotic theory. Touching on the 
outward-facing functionality of IGM and the interplay with other 
structures, signage, and land, geosemiotic theory helps analyze 

the reclamation of Indigenous presence in urban public spaces. 
Seeing how contemporaneously graffiti muralism is arguably 
the most recognizable public art form, this discussion will 
highlight how IGM plays an important role in the public dialectic. 
gavin.a.healey@nau.edu (W-69)

___________________________

HEDT, Elizabeth and OTAÑEZ, Marty (UC-Denver) A Web-Based 
App for Qualitative Data Analysis to Humanize People Who Use 
Drugs (PWUD). Video stories about drug overdoses and overdose 
prevention approaches were created using 76 interviews with 
people who use drugs (PWUD) as part of the 2021 CU Denver 
Naloxone Champions project. We coded stories using Dedoose, 
an online qualitative research platform, and identified themes 
such as overdose reversal myths, harm reduction, and stigma. 
Findings demonstrate that interactions among these themes 
can be represented in compelling ways through code grid charts 
and co-occurrence charts. Selective story excerpts were added 
to visualizations for context. We offer tips to reduce stigma and 
humanize PWUD. elliehedt@gmail.com (S-10)

___________________________

HEIDBRINK, Lauren (CSULB) From Detention to Abolition: The 
Care of Unaccompanied Children in the United States. Advocates 
exposed the irredeemable injustices at the core of the current 
migration enforcement regime, identifying the ways detention 
and deportation devastate communities, separate families, 
and traumatize children. Yet, the detention of unaccompanied 
children under the Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) has 
long escaped scrutiny. This presentation draws from longitudinal, 
mixed-methods research within ORR facilities for unaccompanied 
children. The presentation briefly historicizes how the federal 
custodial system emerged as a “rehabilitative” response to 
immigration detention rooted in child welfare principles, yet 
over time, has grown increasingly restrictive. Findings from 
facility staff and stakeholders on facility conditions demonstrate 
that federal facilities are fundamentally incompatible with child 
welfare principles and the treatment of children under domestic 
law. I conclude by arguing for a decentralized and denationalized 
system of community-based care. lauren.heidbrink@csulb.edu 
(TH-22)

___________________________

HEMMINGS, Daileann (Hartford HealthCare) Educational 
Video Series to Decrease Risk of Postpartum Hemorrhage. 
Immediate Postpartum Hemorrhage (PPH), excessive bleeding 
after delivery, is one of the leading causes of maternal death 
during the postpartum phase. Black women are at increased 
risk of pregnancy-related complications, including PPH. Offering 
complementary, culturally informed materials can help address 
the need for awareness of early maternal warning signs and 
interventions for risk mitigation. This presentation discusses the 
implementation of an educational video series with expecting 
families. Increased knowledge of preventative measures and 
an emphasis on emergency interventions for PPH can increase 
the application of autonomy concerning self-care. Applied social 
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scientists can explore this innovation to engage others. daileann.
hemmings@hhchealth.org (Whova)

___________________________

HENDERSON, Heather (USF) Bridging Anthropology and 
Medicine: Co-Creating Care Pathways With Ethnographic 
Insights. This paper highlights the role of clinical anthropology 
in co-creating care pathways for vulnerable patient populations, 
focusing on how ethnographic methods can inform healthcare 
practices. Drawing on the legacy of USF’s applied anthropology 
program, the discussion will explore how anthropologists 
collaborate with healthcare providers to develop interventions 
that address both individual patient needs and broader structural 
inequities. By integrating cultural and lived experience into 
clinical settings, anthropologists help shape new systems of care 
that are responsive, equitable, and transformative. This session 
underscores the utility of applied anthropology in improving 
health outcomes and fostering cross-disciplinary collaboration. 
heather42@usf.edu (TH-86)

___________________________

HENDERSON, Heather (USF) Transforming Addiction Care: 
Ethnography in Emergency Medicine. This presentation explores 
the role of ethnographically informed care in building addiction 
treatment pathways within emergency medicine, positioning 
the anthropologist as a core member of the care team. By 
applying ethnographic methods, clinical anthropologists capture 
the lived experiences and structural challenges facing patients 
with addiction, informing treatment designs that address both 
individual and systemic needs. Through equal collaboration with 
medical providers, anthropologists contribute unique insights 
that foster more responsive, equitable, and effective addiction 
interventions. This approach demonstrates the transformative 
impact of integrating applied anthropology into healthcare, 
particularly in designing pathways that align with patients’ 
realities in emergency settings. heather42@usf.edu (W-83)

___________________________

HERCKIS, Lauren (CGFNS Int’l) A Global Care Chain Analysis of 
Recent Trends in Transnational Nurse Migration. This project 
describes recent trends in the global migration of nursing 
professionals based on OECD, WHO, U.S. visa application, and 
work history data. Global care systems evidence significant 
increases and shifts in transnational migration patterns since the 
advent of the 2019 global pandemic, with implications for health 
care professionals and health care systems worldwide. We apply 
a global care chain lens to analyze shifting patterns of global 
nurse migration journeys, illuminate new nodes in the creation 
and migration of nurses, and discuss opportunities for future 
research. lherckis@cgfns.org (S-24)

___________________________

HERLOSKY, Kristen (UNLV SPH), BENYSHEK, Daniel C. and 
CRITTENDEN, Alyssa N. (UNLV) Birth Location and Birth 
Registration Among Hadzabe Foragers in Mbulu and Karatu 
Districts in Tanzania. Tanzania has one of the lowest levels of birth 

registration, with up to 25% of births recorded. Despite national 
policies, many still experience geographic or bureaucratic 
barriers to enrollment. Hadzabe foragers are a rural and 
Indigenous community increasingly experiencing greater access 
to health care information. The current study examined Hadzabe 
women’s (n=97) knowledge of birth registration and number of 
children registered with demographic information (residency, 
birth location, age, and social network) to see what access, if any, 
families had to registration. Only 10% of our sample had ever 
registered a child, and the information predominantly came from 
health care workers. kristen.herlosky@unlv.edu (TH-103)

___________________________

HERMAN, Augusta (USF) Exploring Barriers to and 
Understandings of Mental Health Care Among Haitian University 
Students. In addition to the typical stressors of college life, 
students of Haitian descent may experience emotional distress 
from the recent incidents of violence throughout Haiti and the 
perpetuation of false narratives about Haitian immigrants in the 
U.S. However, the Haitian American community has historically 
underused mental health services, and resources often lack 
the cultural competency required for adequate care. Through 
a pilot ethnography, we explore the barriers Haitian university 
students face accessing mental health care, as well as how they 
conceptualize mental health and cope with stressors, to better 
understand how to bridge this treatment gap. augustaherman@
usf.edu (TH-86)

___________________________

HERMANNS, Kwela (SCAD) and GAGE, Marty (Lextant) What 
Industry and Education Really Want: Lextant & SCAD Partnership 
on User-Centered Design Research Training. A collaboration 
between SCAD and Lextant resulted in (1) curriculum re-designs 
to reflect actionable research and analysis approaches developed 
by Lextant in-house, (2) the creation of a textbook, and (3) a 
stand-alone Certification in Design Research & Insight Translation 
for students. The session proposal falls into the panel’s focus on 
Educational Policy and Practice: Scaling ethnographic insights. 
The collaboration included shadowing and on-site participatory 
co-creation. The resulting curriculum redesign enables students 
to contribute to real-world problem-solving in diverse sectors. 
This large-scale learning intervention constitutes a unique 
education/industry partnership within the U.S. khermann@scad.
edu (F-75)

___________________________

HERNANDEZ, Nicole (ASU) Exhibition as Methodology: A 
Multimodal Approach to Diasporic Research and Community 
Engagement. This paper presents a novel approach to applied 
anthropology, using exhibitions as a participatory research 
methodology for studying the Puerto Rican diaspora in 
California. Grounded in ethnographic, archival, and arts-based 
methods, the research employs visual and spatial analysis to co-
create knowledge with diasporic communities through festival-
based pop-up exhibits. By engaging with critical archival studies 
and community-driven curation, this study reflects on ethical 
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engagement in politically conscious anthropology, contributing 
to broader dialogues on identity, cultural memory, and social 
justice. nherna51@asu.edu (S-37)

___________________________

HERRMANN, Susan (Fielding Grad U) Breaking Up With the 
Patriarchy: Tools for Liberation. The mental health industry has 
never been busier. The immediate and long-term impacts of 
COVID-19, the era of eco-anxiety, and systemic oppression wreak 
havoc on individual and planetary functioning. Decolonizing our 
minds is a first step to dismantling the systems that perpetuate 
our demise. The author has crafted a methodology that 
encourages individuals, couples, families, and communities to 
grapple with, struggle through, and determine new behaviors 
that lead to sustainable connectedness. Join our exploration and 
discover how to “break up with the Patriarchy.” sherrmann@
email.fielding.edu (S-42)

___________________________

HERTZOG, Werner (U Zurich) Tzotzil-Maya Humoral Medicine: 
Cultural Consensus and Sensory Bases of Hot and Cold 
Food Categories. This study examines Tzotzil-Maya humoral 
medicine as a folk taxonomy, focusing on “hot” and “cold” food 
classifications shaped by cognitive and historical criteria. Using 
a structured questionnaire on 103 food items, we applied a 
Bayesian cultural consensus analysis, revealing two cultural 
models: a traditional, high-agreement model and a secondary, 
lower-consensus heuristic. Analysis of foods by physical, 
nutritional, and historical properties—such as Indigenous versus 
exotic origins—suggests that while sensory and nutritional 
factors partly inform classifications, categories are somewhat 
arbitrary, reflecting cultural exchanges and food introductions. 
This dual model highlights dynamic interactions in Maya food 
classification. werner.hertzog@isek.uzh.ch (S-04)

___________________________

HEUNG, Jennifer (Saint Mary’s Coll-CA) “I Don’t Like to Waste 
Food”: Gendered Consumption, Cultivating Relationships, 
and Thoughts of Sustainability. This paper examines data 
from six countries and investigates the effectiveness of digital 
applications and how they promote or derail individuals from 
cultivating sustainable habits of consumption. Focusing on 
“farm box” platforms and food delivery applications (GrubHub) 
to mobility apps (Uber), the project identifies micro and macro 
patterns of usages across countries. Drawing predominantly 
from U.S. ethnographic data, I highlight the gendered nature of 
consumption and the surprising ways “sustainability” fails to serve 
as a motivating factor. How are we to make sense of digital apps 
that are intended to promote and create convenient pathways 
toward sustainability but instead promote overconsumption? 
jheung@stmarys-ca.edu (TH-68)

___________________________

HICKS, Kathryn, TRAPP, Micah, and HAPPEL-PARKINS, Alison (U 
Memphis), AZIM, Katharina (CIIS), MOSES, Amy (MOJO Pelvic 
Hlth) Perceptions of Pregnancy Risk in a Prenatal Pelvic Floor 

Therapy Program. This study examines whether prenatal pelvic 
floor therapy is related to nulliparous, term, singleton, vertex 
(NTSV) cesarean birth rates and how it shapes experiences 
of pregnancy and delivery in Memphis, TN, and Jackson, MS. 
We conduct interviews with OB/GYNs, pelvic floor therapists, 
and pregnant people, alongside analysis of patient data 
abstracted from medical charts, from before and after program 
implementation. Here, we analyze interviews with OB/GYNs and 
pelvic floor therapists to examine how they conceptualize risk and 
their understanding of the relationship between risk, pelvic floor 
therapy, and birth outcomes. kahicks2@memphis.edu (TH-85)

___________________________

HINDS, Kris-An and ZARGER, Rebecca (USF), VERNON, Monique, 
GIBSON, Natasha, and MCDOUGALL, Delcia (Strong Coasts 
Community Fellow, USF), TROTZ, Maya (USF) Broadening 
Participation for Equitable Coastal Resilience: A Community-
Driven Approach in Belize. Coastal Belize faces significant 
climate challenges, with rising sea levels and extreme weather 
threatening ecosystems and livelihoods. Our project, Strong 
Coasts, prioritizes capacity-building through co-designed, 
community-driven research. Engaging community fellows, we 
address the limitations of previous projects, fostering nature-
based solutions to deepen local commitment to adaptation 
and build multidimensional resilience. Community fellows 
gain professional development, engage in mutual knowledge 
exchanges, and lead projects that advance their technical skills 
while honoring cultural heritage. Our model serves as a case 
study in community-engaged resilience, blending science and 
cultural knowledge to promote inclusive solutions that empower 
local communities as partners in environmental stewardship. 
krisanhinds@usf.edu (F-77)

___________________________

HINES, John Dwight (Point Park U) American Heartbreak: 
Violence and Genocide in the U.S. Heartland. Proceeding from 
the premise that violence and genocide are integral elements 
for the creation/maintenance of the “imagined community” 
(Anderson 1983) of the nation, this paper seeks to complicate 
the discussion by showing how such acts are not primarily, nor 
solely, the province of the urban/industrial landscapes of the 
Modern, contemporary world, by presenting several significant 
examples—for example, the Ludlow and Sand Creek massacres—
drawn from across the rural “High Plains” region, which highlight 
how the American “Heartland” has been (and is) as much of a 
site of such horrific acts of nation-building as any other part of 
the U.S. jdhines@pointpark.edu (S-47)

___________________________

HITCHCOCK, Robert (UNM) and KELLY, Melinda (Kalahari Peoples 
Fund) Cross-Cultural Analysis of San Land Rights in Southern 
Africa. Drawing on data from San communities in Southern Africa 
(Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, and Zimbabwe), this paper 
examines the variability in land rights among San communities. It 
is shown that some San groups, including the Hai//om of Namibia 
and the G/ui and G//ana of Botswana, have been resettled 
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involuntarily by the governments of the countries in which they 
live. A few San groups have made successful land claims, but the 
governments have yet to enforce the results. New efforts are 
being made to get legal recognition of San land rights, which are 
likely to have positive results. rkhitchcock@gmail.com (TH-103)

___________________________

HOFFER, Lee, KAMPMAN, Kelley, and CRAMER, Estee (CWRU) 
Lessons in “Cultural Brokering”: A Research, Client Services, 
and Public Health Surveillance Collaboration. Syringe Service 
Programs (SSPs) are essential for delivering harm reduction 
interventions to people who use illegal drugs in the U.S. This 
presentation offers lessons learned by implementing a statewide 
collaboration between the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) 
and SSPs. In Ohio, SSPs must collect and report information 
about their clients and services to ODH. The Data Collection 
Consortium (DCC) provides SSPs with a standardized, easy-to-
use, real-time data collection system for this purpose. Navigating 
various unanticipated challenges in developing, installing, and 
managing the DCC, this presentation highlights our research 
team’s role as “cultural broker.” lee.hoffer@case.edu (W-115)

___________________________

HOFFMAN, Susanna (IUAES) COVID-19: The Immediate and 
the Enduring—Contributions to the Book “Inplacement: Global 
Pandemics and the Anthropology of Isolation.” Since the beginning 
of 2020, the entire world has been engulfed by a profound and 
ongoing global disaster: COVID-19. It has affected people of all 
categories in all places and brought about significant changes to 
both societies and the study of anthropology. This paper reviews 
the contents of a forthcoming book entitled Inplacement that 
chronicles those impacts. Covered are a number of varied societal 
responses, the conundrum of when the pandemic is just another 
layer of calamity, consequences that were unanticipated, along 
with changes wrought to our doing ethnography and ethnology. 
susanna@susannahoffman.com (TH-110)

___________________________

HOLT, Paris, GELECH, Jan, SMITH, Brenan, and MAZURIK, 
Kathrina (U Saskatchewan) Residentially Independent Siblings 
of Coresiders’ Attitudes Towards Coresidence. Coresidence, 
where young adults aged 18-35 live with one or more parents, 
is increasingly common in the global West. To date, research on 
coresidence has concentrated on parents and coresiders, with 
little attention to the perspectives or experiences of other family 
members. We examined the attitudes of residentially independent 
siblings of coresiders towards this living arrangement. We 
found that their moral evaluation of coresidence was tied to 
individual, relational, and familial factors, including the personal 
circumstances and behaviors of young adults and parents, 
parent-coresider relationship quality, and the perceived drivers 
of this living arrangement. paris.holt@usask.ca (Whova)

___________________________

HOPT, Justin (ODFW) Generating Useful Zooarchaeology Data 
From CRM Projects: Case Study From a Plateau Zooarchaeological 

Analysis (45FR19), Franklin County, Washington, U.S. 
Archaeological excavation and analysis have increasingly moved 
from a purely academic realm to one that is largely done by the 
private sector. Zooarchaeological analyses are likewise being 
increasingly done by private cultural resource management 
(CRM) companies. This work comes with a myriad of challenges 
stemming from the profit-driven timelines and budgets of 
CRM work, as well as the lack of materials and tools available 
to zooarchaeologists. This study attempts to highlight the 
opportunity that CRM zooarchaeology presents, the difficulties 
faced by CRM researchers in analyzing assemblages collected in 
CRM work, and lessons on how to generate useful CRM data. (F-
73)

___________________________

HORTON, Sarah (UC Denver) Strategies of Containment: 
Financialization and Latinx Immigrants’ Health Care Exclusion 
in Colorado’s Resort Region. This paper examines the impact on 
health equity of the intrusion of financial instruments, actors, and 
motives into the U.S.’ nonprofit healthcare sector—a sector often 
viewed as less susceptible to speculative profit making. I present 
a case study of how one community hospital in Colorado’s resort 
region responded to an increasingly financialized environment 
dominated by seven nonprofit hospital “mega-systems” produced 
by mergers and acquisitions. I show that hospital officials, fearing 
an acquisition that would compromise their resort “brand,” 
amassed financial reserves and partnered with private equity 
firms while creating barriers to access for the region’s immigrant 
newcomers. Sarah.Horton@ucdenver.edu (W-114)

___________________________

HOWELLS, Michaela, REICH, Jessica, PANWUN CHEN EDINBORO, 
Lenis, and BLAIR, Alexandra (UNCW) Born of a Storm: 
Intergenerational Impacts of Prenatal Stress on Vulnerable 
Populations Following Hurricane Florence. Climate-driven 
disasters are increasing in frequency and severity. Collaborations 
between anthropologists and other disaster responders help 
identify vulnerable groups. We examine the intergenerational 
impacts of prenatal stress caused by Hurricane Florence. We 
assessed 7,240 births and their outcomes, comparing the 
hurricane year to two previous non-disaster years. Individuals in 
their first trimester during the hurricane had elevated risks of low 
birth weight, low APGAR scores, and preterm birth. These risks 
were particularly pronounced among unmarried individuals. 
Disaster-related stress disproportionately affects early fetal 
development and drives intergenerational health challenges. 
This highlights the importance of targeted prenatal support 
during and after climate-related disasters. michaela.howells@
gmail.com (TH-20)

___________________________

HSU, Clarissa and ARTHUR, Kim (Kaiser Permanente WHRI), 
BECKER, Marla (Aljoya Mercer Island), BERRY, Breana (Emory U), 
GREEN, Beverly (Kaiser Permanente WHRI), KONE, Ahoua (UW), 
NISOTEL, Lauren, MCCRACKEN, Courtney and MCDONALD, 
Bennett (Kaiser Permanente GA), PICCORELLI, Annalisa (Kaiser 
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Permanente WHRI), SENTURIA, Kirsten (GAPPS), WILLIAMSON, 
Brian (Kaiser Permanente WHRI) Promoting COVID-19 Booster 
Vaccines to Long-Term Care Staff: Personal Values, Facts and 
Decision Making in an Era of Misinformation. A widely accepted 
principle of vaccine promotion is to appeal to personal values 
rather than providing facts. The COVID-19 pandemic ignited 
a unique set of social dynamics around vaccines driven by the 
politicization of health care, the rapidly evolving understanding of 
COVID-19, and the spread of misinformation. Focus groups with 
U.S. long-care (LTC) staff exposed to COVID-19 booster vaccine 
promotion materials surfaced an overwhelming call for facts and 
information over appeals to personal values. This presentation 
explores how these calls for facts expose the complexities of 
vaccine decision making and personal autonomy during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. clarissa.w.hsu@kp.org (F-114)

___________________________

HUDGINS, Rebekah (AnthroEval Consulting) Georgia Family 
Connection Collaboratives: Local Knowledge and Action to 
Improve Women’s Health. Who knows a community best—
community members. Georgia Family Connection Partnership 
(GaFCP) supports the only statewide network of county 
collaboratives in the nation focused on improving outcomes 
for children and families. Challenges are addressed by bringing 
together community residents to build locally-developed 
strategies. Disparate counties focused on similar outcomes work 
together in a cohort utilizing the developmental evaluation (DE) 
framework to guide strategy development, implementation, and 
evaluation. The DE approach utilizes applied anthropological and 
evaluation use theories to measure change in complex multi-
organizational systems. This paper will describe the findings from 
five years of work in six counties throughout Georgia focused 
on improving women’s health and increasing healthy birth 
outcomes. rhudgins@anthroeval.org (TH-105)

___________________________

HUHN, Arianna (CSUSB) Community Engagement as Chimera. 
What does it look like for a museum to not just be “collaborative” 
in its work with marginalized communities but to be useful? 
The answer, at least in part, is capacity building. Drawing from 
experiences co-creating the Afróntalo exhibition at CSUSB, this 
paper considers best practices, potential pitfalls, and the flexibility 
inherent to achieving mutually beneficial outcomes, particularly 
in a cross-border context where the impetus is not an existing 
collection (underexplored circumstances for collaborative 
museum work). I consider gains and losses in ceding design and 
curatorial authority, the importance of translating core concepts, 
and opportunities to marry fabrication with teaching and 
programming. arianna.huhn@csusb.edu (F-66)

___________________________

HULEN, Elizabeth, EHLERS, Emily B., GOLDSTEIN, Barry, 
GROSVENOR, Kara L., KUNKEL, Cherry L., LECLERC, Rebecca, 
MACRI, Christine, and SMITH, Bridget (VA) Breast Cancer 
Screening With Mammography Among Women Veterans 
With Spinal Cord Injuries and Disorders. As part of Public Law 

117-135; June 7, 2022, Making Advances in Mammography 
Medical Options for Veterans Act, Section 105: Mammography 
Accessibility for Paralyzed and Disabled Veterans, we conducted 
a quality improvement study to identify barriers and facilitators 
to screening mammography for women Veterans with spinal cord 
injuries and disorders (SCI/D). Despite relatively high screening 
rates, women Veterans with SCI/D often report suboptimal 
screening experiences due to physical inaccessibility of imaging 
facility spaces and staff inexperience in caring for women with 
SCI/D. We examine the barriers to screening mammography and 
discuss ways to improve experiences for women Veterans with 
SCI/D. elizabeth.hulen@va.gov (TH-115)

___________________________

HUNLETH, Jean (WUSTL Sch of Med) What the Anthropology of 
Childhood Reveals About the Work of Interdisciplinary Research 
in Medical Schools. The anthropology of childhood offers key 
lessons for interdisciplinary research teams in medical schools. 
For example, both dominant understandings of childhood 
and medical school research are filtered through the lens of 
development. The anthropology of childhood offers key lessons 
that complicate this lens, such as how labor extraction can present 
as training. Likewise, because children are some of the least 
powerful members of society, the anthropology of childhood 
has paid substantial attention to power and how people act 
within constraint. This talk will illuminate the hierarchical and 
developmental approaches to team research in medical schools 
and offer paths toward change. jean.hunleth@wustl.edu (F-24)

___________________________

HUNTER, Chelsea (UNT) The Long-Term Role of the French 
Military in Managing the Socio-Ecology of Kanaky/New 
Caledonia: From Conflict to Collaboration. In this paper, I review 
historical, academic, and governmental texts, supplemented 
with ethnographic research, to examine the historical and 
contemporary role of the military in the social-ecological 
governance of the French Territory of Kanaky/New Caledonia. I 
document how perceptions of Indigenous-colonial relationships 
have shifted through time from one of control—mediated 
through conflict—to one of collaboration under collaborative 
conservation. I argue this shift is partially due to the Indigenous 
Kanak’s sovereignty movement. I show how collaborative 
conservation has created new opportunities for militarized 
conservation as the military draws on public-private partnerships 
to expand surveillance and monitoring capacities. (W-10)

___________________________

IBARRA, Deyanira (U Arizona) (Re)creating Arizona Landscapes 
of Reproductive Care. Arizona has had the steepest decline 
in fertility rates in the U.S. over the last 20 years, particularly 
among Latine and Native women. This research considers the 
relationship between access to reproductive health care and 
how young people conceive of their reproductive futures. For 
example, the ambiguity of abortion rights, financial instability, 
and harmful clinical experiences are factors that weigh on young 
people as they consider the environment in which they reproduce. 
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Considering these reproductive barriers and concerns, I also seek 
to understand how people creatively maneuver, build networks 
of care, or dismiss constraints within Arizona’s reproductive 
landscapes. dsibarra@arizona.edu (TH-133)

___________________________

IDRIS, Mussa (Elon U) The Role of Microenterprise in Economic 
Self-Sufficiency and Integration of Newly Resettled Refugees 
in the Triad Area. This study analyzes the role of a micro-
enterprise program developed for refugees in a city in the 
triad area of NC. It is based on ethnographic observations and 
in-depth interviews conducted between Summer 2022 and 
Summer 2023 with program leaders and micro-entrepreneurs. 
A nonprofit resettlement agency runs this program by providing 
credit in the form of microloan for credit history building and for 
microenterprise business creation. The main finding of this study 
indicates that each micro-entrepreneur needed a specific type 
of digital and social media marketing platforms and online and 
offline resources to best facilitate their business profitability and 
cultural integration. midris@elon.edu (S-22)

___________________________

ILAHIANE, Hsain (U Arizona) and MILLER, Shane (MS State U) 
Agent-Based Reality (ABR) in Real Life (IRL): Modelling Financial 
Uncertainties in the Slums of Greater Casablanca, Morocco. In 
this paper, we challenge conventional assumptions about how 
low-income Moroccan households earn, spend, borrow, and save 
money, and we provide novel ways of “seeing” financial instability 
flows in real life. Based on ethnographic interviews, financial 
diaries, and the use of principle component analysis and Sankey 
diagrams, we graphically categorize and visualize flows of money 
between households of different socioeconomic levels in a world 
marked by casual labor. We also underscore the utility of financial 
diaries in revealing the continuous upswings and downswings of 
household budgets as well as the coping strategies mobilized by 
various households against precariousness. hsain@arizona.edu 
(F-08)

___________________________

KROLL, Brice, WATSON, Sharon, LANGHINRICHSEN-ROHLING, 
Jennifer, ERSOFF, Mia, and WORSLEY, Jayla (UNCC) Impact 
of a Holistic Economic Mobility Program on the Resilience of 
Unmarried Mothers With Lower Incomes. This study investigates 
poverty among single mothers and the impact of holistic economic 
mobility programs on resilience and well-being. Grounded in 
Black feminist theory and “sojourner syndrome,” it examines 
Black women’s complex identities and survival strategies. Using 
quantitative program data and participant surveys, preliminary 
findings show a positive impact on resilience. This research 
addresses the program’s effect on resilience, how initial mental 
health and financial stability influence resilience changes, and 
whether increased resilience correlates with improved mental 
health upon completion. Findings will deepen understanding of 
socioeconomic interventions’ role in enhancing resilience and 
mental health. (S-54)

___________________________

INJEIAN, Arianna (UA) Politics of Parenthood: Navigating 
IVF in Alabama. In Alabama, a recent State Supreme Court 
decision impacting in-vitro fertilization (IVF) has revitalized old 
and sparked new national debates about embryo personhood. 
Using in-depth interviews with intended parents, participant 
observation at advocacy events, and content analysis of 
legislative policy, this research explores how political shifts and 
cultural values create unstable environments for comprehensive 
reproductive healthcare. By examining the impact of state-level 
intervention on the lives of people receiving and providing IVF, 
this study complicates the relationships between law, autonomy, 
and medicine. The findings from this work can create evidence-
based policy recommendations and tools for advocacy groups. 
adinjeian@crimson.ua.edu (W-55)

___________________________

IRLAM, Chris (U Idaho) “To Them, I’m Just a Man With Boobs”: 
The Lived Experiences of Masculine-Presenting, Gay Women in the 
Rural, Inland Northwest. Using conversational interviews (n=12) 
to explore the lived experiences of masculine-presenting, gay 
women residing in the rural northwest, this paper considers how 
gendered stigma is enculturated, including how non-conforming 
performances are sanctioned. By analyzing the participants’ 
interactions with institutions, including family, education, and 
religion, this project contributes to understanding structural and 
systemic gendered discrimination and its deleterious impacts 
on individual lives. Participants discussed challenges with social 
institutions, illustrated tensions in self-identification coupled with 
impression management in public spaces, and outlined elements 
of (self-)acceptance. This project contributes ethnographic data 
to an often-ignored area of research and gives a platform to 
underrepresented voices. irla6350@vandals.uidaho.edu (F-26)

___________________________

ISLAM, Afsana (TX State U) Vitiligo and the Gender-Based Socio-
Cultural Stigma: Contemporary Health Seeking Behaviour and 
Treatment Practices in Bangladesh. Vitiligo is an autoimmune 
disorder that results in skin depigmentation, affecting 1-2% of 
the global population. In Bangladesh, vitiligo patients frequently 
endure stigma, stress, depression, shame, isolation, and low 
self-esteem, with notable gender disparities. This research 
employs a mixed-method design from a medical anthropological 
perspective to explore the lived experiences of vitiligo patients 
and the associated stigma in Bangladesh. It investigates 
pluralistic treatment practices and health-seeking behaviors 
while elucidating the patient-doctor relationship and therapy 
management dynamics. Study findings indicate that vitiligo 
patients face significant stigma in contexts such as marriage, 
employment, and public life, exacerbated by misconceptions 
about the disease’s contagiousness. exx12@txstate.edu (TH-25)

___________________________

JACKSON, Deborah (Earlham Coll) Infrastructures of Harm: 
Mixing Oil and Water in Southwest Detroit. In 2010, a high-
profile environmental study determined a section of Southwest 
Detroit—where dozens of industrial facilities are clustered—
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to be the most polluted zip code in Michigan. Most severely 
affected by these toxic emissions were the nearby residents of 
a predominantly low-income African-American neighborhood. 
This complex case of environmental injustice is analyzed here by 
emphasizing the role of infrastructures—mainly, a transnational 
corporate oil pipeline network and a local municipal wastewater 
system—that, while yielding high profits for the Marathon 
Petroleum Corporation, brought only devastating and irreversible 
harm to the homes and bodies of local residents. jacksde@
earlham.edu (W-35)

___________________________

JACOB, Cara (ASU) and RADONIC, Lucero (NAU) In Search of 
Common Ground: Mapping Convergence and Divergence in 
Stakeholder Perceptions of Water Safety and Infrastructural 
Responsibility. As concerns about contaminants and aging 
water infrastructure in high-income countries intensify and 
ever more incidents of water insecurity are reported across the 
U.S., it’s essential that we have tools to help us work towards 
an equitable, trustworthy water governance future. This paper 
illustrates two roadblocks to that future and provides a potential 
tool for identifying others. First, it documents misalignments in 
definitions of tap water safety and perceptions of infrastructural 
responsibility across three stakeholder groups in Milwaukee, 
which are inhibiting good water governance. Second, it 
demonstrates the value of ethnographically embedded Fuzzy 
Cognitive Mapping as a method for identifying governance 
roadblocks and potential common ground. cara.jacob@asu.edu 
(W-107)

___________________________

JALIL-GUTIERREZ, Sylvia (Independent) Is Art Good for You? 
There is now evidence that one’s health is impacted by social 
factors. What about cultural factors, such as art? How can art be 
beneficial to human health? This presentation will briefly review 
the literature on the relationship between art and health among 
older adults. For example, local chapters of the Alzheimer’s 
Association have forged relationships with museum staff, 
training them how to elicit memories using art works as prompts. 
Definitions of art will also be discussed, as they are broad and 
varied. The presentation will end with an auto-ethnography of 
my own experience of how art has impacted my health. (Whova)

___________________________

JAMPOLSKY, Marlene and RUIZ, Christopher L. (U Oregon 
Museum of Natural & Cultural History) Trash and Treasures: 
Data Recovery at the Corvallis City Dump Site for the Van Buren 
Bridge Project. The Corvallis City Dump archaeological site 
(ca. 1910–1916) is located underneath the former Van Buren 
Bridge (35LIN842). Data recovery excavations for the OR 34: 
Van Buren Bridge Project (ODOT and FHWA funded), conducted 
in 2022, uncovered a diverse material record associated with 
the early 20th-century Corvallis community. We present our 
findings of archaeological investigations on the site, including 
reporting on the substantial artifact assemblage collected. This 
assemblage represents the everyday lives of Corvallis residents 

and yields insight into the disparate consumer goods available 
and the economic, social, and ethnic diversity of households and 
businesses in 1910s Corvallis. marlenej@uoregon.edu (S-14)

___________________________

JERANKO, Maja (UW) From Earthquake to Pandemic: How 
COVID-19 Reframed Disaster Perception, Future Preparedness, 
and Care Relations in Coastal Ecuador. This paper draws on 
ethnographic fieldwork in rural coastal Ecuador, impacted 
by the 2016 earthquake and the COVID-19 pandemic. While 
the earthquake’s aftermath is remembered as a time of 
abundance, the pandemic is marked by scarcity, unfolding 
during reconstruction. I examine how the pandemic catalyzed 
new sociopolitical arrangements, enabling actions once deemed 
impossible for women facing poverty and violence. Focusing 
on the formation and significance of the Women’s Coalition—a 
new initiative empowering women to build solidarity, start 
local businesses, and build equitable futures—I highlight how 
COVID-19 transformed women’s roles and increased their 
community participation, challenging unequal gender dynamics. 
(TH-110)

___________________________

JERANKO, Maja (UW) Living With Water: Navigating 
Interdisciplinary Research Community-Driven Flood 
Adaptation Strategies in South Seattle. This paper explores 
the interdisciplinary collaboration between the University of 
Washington and the Duwamish River Community Coalition in 
Seattle’s South Park neighborhood, a community facing several 
concomitant environmental injustices and health inequities, 
bearing most of Seattle’s sea level rise risk. Focusing on the 
“Living With Water” project, launched after a major flood in 
December 2022, I examine challenges and opportunities in 
co-developing a community-driven flood adaptation solution 
plan through an interdisciplinary research design. I highlight 
anthropology’s role in bridging community-engaged research, 
the value of community partnership in co-production, and the 
need to elevate marginalized voices in hazard mitigation efforts. 
(F-110)

___________________________

JOHNSON, David and STOREY, Angela (U Louisville) Equitable 
Solar?: Examining Housing Justice, Residential Solar Power, 
and Gentrification Pressures in Louisville. Sustainable green 
technologies, such as solar panel arrays for homes, are often 
inaccessible for low-income homeowners and those who 
experience basic needs insecurity. Community solarize programs 
like Solar Over Louisville (SOL) seek to address this disparity with 
fully subsidized or discounted installations. In this paper, we 
share our qualitative research findings about the lived experience 
of SOL participants, offering insight into the impact of equitable 
green technology adoption. We also explore the intersection 
of green technologies and gentrification worries, discuss the 
implications for housing justice, and offer context using national 
trends for residential solar panel installations. (TH-10)

___________________________
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JOHNSON, Katie (SOULA) Foodways in Oregon’s Chinese 
Diaspora: Mapping and Tracking Movement, Markets, and 
Meals. Over the past decade, the Oregon Chinese Diaspora 
Project (OCDP) has built a comprehensive dataset of the foods 
that Chinese Americans had access to across a variety of settings 
in Oregon. From rural communities to remote mining camps, 
the research conducted by SOULA has been instrumental in 
not only understanding broader patterns of food selection and 
accessibility across Oregon and the West Coast in general but also 
how individuals were navigating complex issues that impacted 
them at a local level. (F-44)

___________________________

JOHNSON, Paula (WillametteCRA) Planning for Pockets of Intact 
and Disturbed: A Case Study from Kitsap County, Washington. 
Shell midden site 45KP9 located in Bremerton, Washington, 
correlates with ethnographic place xá̟xa̟. A proposed sewer 
decommissioning project is planned within the boundaries of this 
significant site. After years of impact, only a small portion of the 
site is believed to still exist, with unknown levels of disturbance, 
in areas inaccessible without construction equipment. A plan 
for investigating the site was developed in consultation with 
the engineers and descendant communities, including the 
Suquamish Tribe. What were the considerations and priorities in 
making a culturally sensitive plan that also filled the construction 
requirements? How does the plan address uncertainties for all 
involved? paula@willamettecra.com (TH-104)

___________________________

JOHNSON, Shelley (Salem U) From Silence to Strength: A 
Black Woman’s Reflection on Leadership and Identity in Higher 
Education. There is limited representation of Black Women in 
senior academic leadership. This autoethnography explores the 
lived experience of becoming a higher education administrator 
(provost) at a predominantly white institution (PWI) as a Black 
woman. Her account through introspection and reflection 
highlights the intersectionality of race, gender, leadership, and 
professional identity. The narrative explores the challenges 
faced in navigating systemic inequities, implicit bias, and 
microaggressions while advancing within predominantly white 
academic spaces. This personal reflection aims to contribute to 
the discourse on diversity, equity, and inclusion within higher 
education, offering insight into the complexities of leadership for 
Black women in PWIs. (Whova)

___________________________

JOHNSON, Teresa (U Maine) Opportunities for Inclusion in Maine’s 
Shellfish and Seaweed Aquaculture Industry. Globally, there is a 
need to enhance the inclusion of underrepresented groups in the 
aquaculture sector, including women and small-scale farmers. 
For over a decade, shellfish and seaweed aquaculture training 
has been offered to individuals along Maine’s coast, including 
focused training programs for individuals who identify as women 
or nonbinary and for new farmers. This paper describes recent 
efforts to enhance inclusion through new program offerings 
and shares lessons learned from the integrated social science 

research conducted to inform the design and delivery of the 
program. teresa.johnson@maine.edu (TH-18)

___________________________

JONES, Eric (UTH TMC) A Cross-Cultural Examination of the 
Relevance of Ecological Dimensions of Hazards for Political 
Leadership. Hazards present challenges to leaders to stay in power 
and to support their populations. However, ecologically, what 
dimensions of hazards set the parameters of those challenges? 
We know that hazards—that can turn into disasters—are 
disruptive to governance because of their impact on individuals 
and societal structures and functions. We have found previously 
that more hazards result in more exclusionary approaches to 
leadership. To supplement that finding, we examined over 100 
societies in terms of how predictability, speed of onset, diversity, 
and severity of hazards add to our understanding of variation in 
the strategies of leaders to maintain power. eric.c.jones@uth.
tmc.edu (F-70)

___________________________

JONES, Nathan (U Colorado) Questioning the Privilege of Service: 
Repairing Community Engagement Practices in Architectural 
Service-Learning Pedagogies. I am a cultural anthropologist 
working and teaching in a university design school. My paper 
illustrates the second stage of an ethnographic research 
project examining the pedagogies and practices implicit in 
university architecture “design-build” studio programs directed 
at underserved communities. I investigate the teaching and 
execution of community engagement methods embedded in the 
pedagogies of two service-learning architecture studios taking 
place in Medellin, Columbia, and the Navajo Nation in Utah. I 
recently conducted qualitative research at both sites (with plans 
for more), and the paper explores my data and conclusions 
regarding student (and instructor) community engagement 
practices. nathan.p.jones@colorado.edu (W-94)

___________________________

JORDAN, Janae, GELECH, Jan, FORRESTER, Shannon, and 
JAUNZEMS-FERNUK, Judy (U Sask) Confiding in the Classroom: 
How Students Experience and Understand Postsecondary 
Instructors’ Disclosures of Mental Illness and/or Neurodiversity. 
Attention to instructors’ disclosures of mental illness and/or 
neurodiversity in postsecondary classrooms has been growing. 
To date, studies have overwhelmingly focused on instructors’ 
perspectives, with little attention to how students experience, 
understand, and evaluate these revelations. The current study 
examined students’ (n=330) experiences and understandings 
of these events as reported in open-ended survey questions 
using qualitative content analysis. We discuss various student 
perspectives around the psychoemotional experience of these 
revelations, the appropriateness of mental illness disclosures, 
and the perceived influence of these events on personal mental 
illness attitudes. Implications for instructors, students, and 
postsecondary institutions are discussed. jnejordan16@gmail.
com (Whova)

___________________________
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JOSEPH, Daniel (EKU) Displacement or Emplacement?: 
Reimagining the Future of Displaced People in Anse-à-Pitres, 
Haiti. In 2015, about 2,200 people of Haitian background became 
displaced in Anse-à-Pitres, Haiti, after the Dominican state forced 
them out of the Dominican Republic. Most took up residence in 
temporary camps and endured challenges in meeting their daily 
survival needs. Based on 14 months of ethnographic fieldwork 
with this displaced population, I argue against construing 
them as victims by showing how they engaged in informal 
economic practices and everyday border crossings to develop 
livelihood strategies within and across their communities. Their 
engagement in the informal economy shows their agency as well 
as the survival strategies that anchor their informal livelihoods. 
jodany52@gmail.com (F-48)

___________________________

JOSLIN, Emma (U Arizona) Prison Medicine: Providing Care in a 
System Designed to Punish. This paper uses ethnographic fiction 
to explore the ethical challenges of providing medical care in 
correctional settings, where healthcare professionals navigate 
conflicting demands between medical ethics and institutional 
goals. Drawing on my experiences as both an anthropologist 
and Emergency Medical Technician, I present fictional case 
scenarios that reflect the complexities of patient care within 
disciplinary institutions. These scenarios illustrate the dilemmas 
faced by practitioners and invite dialogue on the ethical tensions 
and opportunities for meaningful reform in prison medicine. 
emmarosejoslin@arizona.edu (W-125)

___________________________

JOYCE, Molly (UVA) Disability, Family, Artistry: A Search for Balance 
and Access. I will present on disabled artists who are parents and 
their balance of artistic practice and family. As a disabled artist 
who recently started a family, the question of balancing artistry 
with a child has been a consistent inquiry. Especially as a disabled 
artist wrestling with managing one’s bodily needs with a career 
and personal life, it is a challenging yet rewarding adjustment. 
With the resultant interviews and presentation, I will provide 
insights into disabled artists’ viewpoints on parenting, ranging 
from the challenges to the dividends. mollysjoyce@gmail.com 
(Whova)

___________________________

JUNG, Yuson (Wayne State U), BATTS, Dawn (Milestone Capital 
Growth Inst), THOMAS, Frankee, REIMUELLER, Kayleigh, 
UNDERWOOD, Ricky, EDMOND, Nakim, and WALTER, Morgan 
(Wayne State U), GONZALEZ, Yoel (Independent) Beyond 
Hustling and the Individual Entrepreneur: Building a Black Tech 
Ecosystem in Detroit. While various efforts and initiatives attempt 
to close the racial wealth gap through economic growth in the 
U.S., little is known about underrepresented founders’ distinct 
experiences in tech ecosystems. The unique aspect of scalability 
in tech ventures presents both opportunities and challenges, 
especially for building an inclusive entrepreneurial ecosystem. 
Based on a qualitative study with the stakeholders of Detroit’s 
emerging Black tech ecosystem, this paper discusses their values 

and practices rooted in Detroit’s deep history and culture of 
entrepreneurship to demonstrate the importance of reframing 
entrepreneurship and wealth generation beyond the individual. 
yuson.jung@wayne.edu (F-08)

___________________________

JUNGE, Benjamin (SUNY New Paltz) Political Disenchantment 
and Resilience: Corruption Perceptions and Socioeconomic 
Factors Among Brazil’s Once-Rising Poor. This study examines 
how perceptions of corruption mediate the relationship between 
sociostructural variables and evaluations of the PT government 
among Brazil’s “once-rising poor.” Using a structural equation 
model, we identify the direct and indirect effects of race, 
gender, education, and class on political sentiment, highlighting 
patterns of disenchantment, resilience, and evolving public 
opinion amid sociopolitical change. Excerpts from qualitative 
interviews with residents in these communities provide depth 
and context to the survey findings, offering applied insights into 
political subjectivities and the role of social science in addressing 
governance, inequality, and policy challenges. jungeb@newpaltz.
edu (W-116)

___________________________

KAECHELE, Nicole (UBC) Reparations, Compensation, and 
Indigenous Governance: Operationalizing Reconciliation Through 
Theory and Practice. Two core components of reconciliation 
between Indigenous nations and the state are the meaningful 
inclusion of Indigenous laws and the acknowledgment of 
historical impacts through compensation. As First Nations across 
Canada seek compensation for a range of historical impacts 
from resource development on their territories, they are also 
establishing new forms of agreements that fundamentally 
respect Indigenous laws as a path for decision making into 
the future. An important body of literature covers the theory, 
history, and context of reconciliation and its equivalents, such 
as redress and reparations. However, in this fast-evolving space, 
there is limited research that bridges theory and practice and 
digs into the complex context of jurisdiction and shared decision 
making on the ground. We dig into this link between theory 
and application, developing a framework to support Indigenous 
governments’ self-determining priorities and negotiations with 
the state. nicolekaechele.bc@gmail.com (W-38)

___________________________

KAHN, Linda, BRIMMER, Max, and THOMAS, Matthew (U 
Buffalo Family Med), WATSON, William J. (Lockport City Court), 
GAMBACORTA, Joseph E. and DAUN-BARNETT, Sharlynn (U 
Buffalo Sch of Dental Med), BERDINE, Diane (U Buffalo Family 
Med), KRUGER, Jessica S. (U Buffalo SPH) Drug Court Smiles: 
Promoting Dental Care Equity for Justice-Involved Community 
Members. Substance use is associated with poor oral health, 
including severe caries and periodontal disease. Few studies 
have examined oral health disparities among people in the drug 
treatment courts (DTCs). As part of an interdisciplinary community 
collaboration, we surveyed 59 clients and 23 leadership team 
members in four Western New York DTCs to assess clients’ oral 
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health and dental care access. Survey results reveal sub-optimal 
oral health, limited access to dental care, impacts of stigma, 
and social determinants of health barriers. Findings will inform 
community policies and practices to improve dental care access, 
reduce oral health disparities, and combat stigma. lskahn@
buffalo.edu (W-115)

___________________________

KANNA, Ahmed (U Pacific) Contemplating Capitalism: 
Anthropology Pedagogy’s Erasure of Economic Class. Here, 
I analyze anthropological pedagogy from the perspective 
of Marxism. My main sources are approximately a dozen 
introduction to anthropology textbooks and observations of my 
own pedagogy inspired by my students’ experiences of class and 
identity oppression. Mainstream texts reflect the “long shadow” 
of the Cold War in anthropology, in which both socialism as an 
analytical framework and as human potential have been erased. 
By disaggregating race, nationalism, and gender oppression from 
class and by generally obscuring class as a relation of production, 
such mainstream textbooks produce a class politics: one of 
contemplation of, rather than a challenging of, capitalism. I also 
discuss my work developing syllabi and teaching informed by 
Marxist analysis. akanna@pacific.edu (F-94)

___________________________

KAPLAN, Chloe (U Alabama), HORAN, Holly, EMERSON, Abby, 
and HALEY, Emily Grace (UAB Sch of Med), MARPLE, Kameron 
(U Alabama) A Community-Engaged Approach to Mitigating 
Maternity Care Deserts in West Alabama. Thirty-four percent of 
Alabama counties, most of which are rural minority-populated 
areas, are designated as maternity care deserts (MCDs)—areas 
without any hospitals or birth centers offering perinatal healthcare. 
MCDs are associated with higher rates of unplanned out-of-
hospital birth, preterm birth, and severe maternal morbidity and 
mortality. Using an anthropologically informed implementation 
science and community-engaged approach, we worked with a 
local coalition to develop multi-level intervention strategies to 
improve maternity care access in a 12-county perinatal region of 
Alabama. We detail the collaborative journey of this work and 
the next steps for creating contextually meaningful interventions 
that can be implemented and sustained. chloerkap@gmail.com 
(W-55)

___________________________

KATZENSTEIN, Jessica (ASU) Police Diversity Work, Racial 
Knowledge, and Refusal in the U.S. Southwest. This paper 
considers the production of racial knowledge and ignorance 
in U.S. police diversity work. Drawing on new ethnographic 
fieldwork with police in the Phoenix metropolitan area, I map 
how post-2020 trainings on anti-Black policing, settler-colonial 
frontier mythologies, White supremacy, and political backlash to 
diversity programming intersect to generate competing visions 
of desirable racial knowledge in a region rarely centered in 
national police reform discourse. I argue that internal struggles 
over the shape of diversity training illuminate distinct regimes of 
ignorance—not only the absence of knowledge but also strategic 

refusals to know—at stake in police diversity work today. 
jkatzenstein@asu.edu (W-35)

___________________________

KEBEDE, Kassahun (EWU) Exceeding Expectations: The Educational 
and Occupational Achievements of Second-Generation Ethiopians 
in the United States. The study examines the educational and 
occupational experiences of second-generation Ethiopians in the 
U.S., focusing on those with parents of low educational attainment. 
Conducted through online surveys and follow-up interviews with 
15 participants, the research reveals that 86.67% of participants 
attained higher education levels than their parents. In contrast, 
only 21.05% of the research participants’ parents attended some 
college. Most participants moved away from their parents’ lower-
paying jobs, entering higher-skilled professions in technology, 
business, and healthcare. The findings emphasize the relationship 
between parental education before immigration, parental 
involvement, cultural identity, and community organizations in 
shaping children’s aspirations and aiding them in overcoming 
socioeconomic barriers to success. kkebede@ewu.edu (W-112)

___________________________

KEEN, Diane and ZIEGLER, Dawn (Kennesaw State U), THOMPSON, 
Jon (Communidad Connect) Community Health Nursing Study 
Abroad Field Work in the Dominican Republic: Identification of 
Community and Family Needs and the Interdisciplinary Response. 
Nursing students on a study abroad to the Dominican Republic 
(DR) participate in interviews with families. Students use this 
data to complete their Family Discussion Seminar, an assignment 
in their Community Health Nursing course. Additionally, data is 
shared with Communidad Connect (CC), the non-governmental 
organization that leads the efforts in the DR. CC uses the 
information to plan future work with students from respiratory 
therapy, social work, human services, physical and occupational 
therapies, and more. This session will highlight the fieldwork and 
assessment data that has been a catalyst for interdisciplinary 
work. dkeen2@kennesaw.edu (Whova)

___________________________

KENNEDY, Eric and COWAN, Sarah (York U) Not Another PDF on 
the Shelf: Developing New Approaches to Foresighting Future 
Wildfire Knowledge Needs. As part of a transnational investigation 
(Canada, U.S., and Mexico) into wildfire research priorities, 
we conducted over 135 interviews with wildfire researchers, 
practitioners, and affected community members about their 
visions regarding the future needs and priorities of wildfire 
science. Two core themes of these interviews were frustrations 
with creating “yet another document” that lives on a (virtual) 
shelf and the tendency of strategic science plans to fail to address 
systematic barriers. In this paper, we share participants’ views on 
these issues, as well as sketch an alternative approach to creating 
a “living” and iterative fire science strategy. ebk@yorku.ca (S-20)

___________________________

KENWORTHY, Nora (UW Bothell) Whose Risk, Whose Security?: 
Critically Examining Techno-Financial Tools in Health Care. Novel 
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techno-financial tools are increasingly being integrated into 
healthcare systems, often purporting to fill gaps in coverage 
and assist with the costs of care. Yet, as many experts have 
demonstrated, increasing health care financialization causes 
substantial harms for both patients and health systems. In this 
paper, I examine several different models for crowdfunding 
health expenses; these crowdfunding marketplaces financialize 
both health deprivation as well as charitable giving. I propose that 
examining risk and security can be an important and pragmatic 
tool for assessing the potential impacts of financialization in 
health. In particular, it is important to examine what constitutes 
risk and security, who assumes risk and who is offered security, 
and what contributes to risk and security for various parties. 
njk8@uw.edu (W-114)

___________________________

KENYON, Sophie (U Arizona) Crafting Futures Through 
Contraception. Declining fertility rates in the U.S. serve as entry 
points into understanding how young people conceptualize their 
ideal reproductive futures within contexts of shifting climates. 
The 2022 Dobbs decision catalyzed changes in how people 
use contraceptives, as some turned towards abstinence and 
others toward permanent contraception. This research seeks to 
understand the changes in contraceptive decisions in the context 
of uncertain reproductive healthcare access. For instance, in 
Arizona, contraceptive changes are prompted by economic 
instability, bureaucratic hurdles, and prior adverse experiences. 
Furthermore, people draw on narratives of contraceptive 
methods to speculate how their choices shape their futures. 
sgkenyon@arizona.edu (TH-133)

___________________________

KHATUN, Mst Rabeya and HORAN, Holly (UA) From Decision 
Making to Delivery: Examining Perspectives of Shared Decision 
Making and Informed Consent for Cesarean Birth as Experienced 
by Bangladeshi Immigrants in the U.S. Studies show that shared 
decision making (SDM) and informed consent (IC) are associated 
with higher levels of patient satisfaction, reduced decisional 
conflict, and better health outcomes for people giving birth in 
biomedical contexts. Our research examines how the practice 
of SDM and IC affects patient satisfaction for Bangladeshi 
immigrants who are living in the U.S. and have a history of 
cesarean birth in Bangladesh and/or the U.S. The objective is 
to highlight how cultural factors associated with practices of 
SDM and IC in both contexts affect first-generation Bangladeshi 
immigrant’s perceptions of their birthing experience and overall 
well-being. mkhatun@crimson.ua.edu (TH-85)

___________________________

KHATWA, Anjana (Open U-UK) The Whispers of Rock. From 
the soils that sustain our crops to the homes we’ve built, the 
technology we rely on, and our biological makeup, rocks have 
had a profound influence on human life for as long as we have 
existed. Rocks have inspired cultural beliefs and scientific study. 
Stories of the Earth were passed down by our ancestors, who 
spoke of Creation and a deep connection with the rhythms of our 

planet. Humans stole from the Earth and traditional peoples in 
pursuit of wealth and progress. This paper explores why it is vital 
to ensure the stories held by rock are preserved and heard again. 
anjanakhatwa@gmail.com (W-102)

___________________________

KHATWANI, Harshit (U Arizona) Struggling for Stability: The 
Impact of Terrorism on Livelihoods in the Sahel. The surge in 
terrorism across the Sahel region, particularly in Burkina Faso, 
Niger, and Mali, has severely impacted the health, education, 
and livelihoods of local populations. Boko Haram and Al Qaeda 
have destabilized these areas, with Burkina Faso notably 
losing control over half of its territory. This persistent violence 
has hindered the efforts of governments, NGOs, and the 
United Nations. The prioritization of military expenditure over 
development has further strained the capacity of the state and 
international organizations. This analysis underscores the need 
for re-evaluating strategies to balance security concerns with 
the pursuit of resilient development in conflict-affected regions. 
harshitkhatwani05@gmail.com (S-47)

___________________________

KIERS, Roger (WA State Dept of Transportation) Nearly a Century 
of Transportation Archaeology: A Case Study From Washington 
State. The recurring nature of transportation improvements 
necessitated by aging infrastructure sometimes means revisiting 
culturally significant locations that have been repeatedly impacted 
by construction, highlighting the changing attitudes, regulatory 
protections, and standards in the treatment of cultural resources 
over the decades. While missteps of the past continue to be felt 
today, such instances also provide opportunities to address past 
shortcomings, learn from and build on the work of those who 
came before, and be better prepared to respond to future needs. 
Recent experiences in western Washington are discussed. roger.
kiers@wsdot.wa.gov (S-14)

___________________________

KIESSLING, Brittany (EPA) Brownfields, a Path to Revitalization or 
Gentrification? Brownfield redevelopment offers opportunities 
for communities to revitalize spaces that might pose a public 
health risk. However, there are growing concerns about 
redevelopment contributing to gentrification. To explore these 
concerns, a research team at the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency conducted a case study project investigating the social 
outcomes of brownfield redevelopment. The project analyzed 
quantitative and qualitative neighborhood-level data in sections 
of Indianapolis, Milwaukee, and Philadelphia. This paper 
highlights the novel set of indicators developed for this analysis, 
as well as findings and conclusions. The project provides a 
template for studies exploring the long-term social impacts of 
brownfield redevelopment. kiessling.brittany@epa.gov (F-17)

___________________________

KIM, Kwanwook (Duksung Women’s U) Health at the Borderline: 
Transitioning From Political to Empirical Health in North Korean 
Defectors. Over the last decade, North Korean defectors have 
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confronted a radically different health system in South Korea. In 
North Korea’s socialist system, free medical care equates health 
with political duty, where individuals endure illness silently, 
often resorting to folk remedies or illegal drugs like opium and 
methamphetamine. Ostensibly fee-based treatments, which are 
actually borne privately, define loyalty to the regime. In stark 
contrast, South Korea’s National Cancer Center’s “Peace Medical 
Center” provides systematic and scientific health check-ups, 
introducing defectors to a new health paradigm that integrates 
scientific rigor with individual rights. This study reevaluates 
“health rights,” contrasting the defectors’ experiences with the 
health ideologies of North and South Korea. anthrodockim@
duksung.ac.kr (W-82)

___________________________

KING, Samantha, DROE, Anj, HECKLESMILLER, Cynthiann, and 
EMBER, Carol (HRAF Yale U) Context Matters: Understanding 
the Ethnographic Dimensions of Hazards. Understanding the 
human impacts of environmental hazards is a growing concern 
with the acceleration of climate change. Ethnographies offer an 
insider perspective into how hazards unfold and the significance 
of events on lives and livelihoods. Yet, the literature is highly 
fragmented, and empirical findings are rarely scaled up beyond 
the local level. This paper outlines a new cross-cultural approach 
to the ethnographic study of hazards and presents research 
findings that describe and analyze the global experience of 
hazards based on a sample of 132 societies. samantha.king@
yale.edu (F-70)

___________________________

KIPLAGAT, Joyce (U Alberta), OWUOR, Patrick Mbullo (Wayne 
State U), and ONYANGO, Elizabeth (U Alberta) Gendered Impacts 
of COVID-19 Policies on Women-Led Informal Food Businesses 
and Urban Household Food Security in Kisumu City, Kenya. The 
outbreak of COVID-19 caused unprecedented impacts on the 
global economic and social spheres. Kenya introduced mitigation 
policies to curb its spread. However, the gendered impacts of 
these policies on women-led informal food businesses remain 
underexplored. This study used qualitative approaches to explore 
the experiences of pandemic-related restrictions on women-led 
informal food businesses in Kisumu City. Women entrepreneurs 
reported negative regulatory compliance consequences, including 
loss of income, increased caregiving responsibilities, disrupted 
supply chains, and a decreased customer base. Addressing the 
gender gaps in emergency response policies would support 
women in informal food businesses and contribute to urban 
household food security. jkiplaga@ualberta.ca (W-22)

___________________________

KIRBY, Christine (NAU) “I’m Battling for Your Teeth”: Talking 
About Behavior Change Through an Oral Health Intervention in 
Two Indigenous Communities. American Indian children have 
the highest incidence of dental caries of any ethnic group, 
with four times the rate of untreated dental caries compared 
to White children (Ricks et al., 2015). Great Beginnings (NIDCR 
U01DE028508) culturally tailored education materials to be 

utilized alongside adapted motivational interviewing (MI) to 
promote OH care and education at home. The intervention was 
conducted by local community members from two partnered 
Indigenous communities. Analysis of intervention session (n=37) 
and debriefing interview (n=25) transcripts suggest that MI 
conducted by community members can be an effective method 
to prompt discussion of behavioral change. christine.kirby@nau.
edu (W-23)

___________________________

KIRNER, Kimberly and CONWAY, Adrian (CSUN) Improving Equity 
and Inclusion in Public Funding for Nonprofit Organizations 
Through University-Nonprofit Collaboration. There are significant 
concerns among BIPOC nonprofit leaders about equity and 
inclusion in the Federal grant-making process, particularly for 
community-based projects and services. In collaboration with a 
BIPOC women-led capacity-building organization, we examined 
86 Federal discretionary grant award programs over a three-
year period (a total of 1,254 nonprofit grantees) for trends in 
awarding nonprofits led by people of color. We then conducted 
in-depth interviews with BIPOC executive leaders to understand 
their experiences in, challenges with, and criticisms of the 
grant funding process in order to provide recommendations for 
improving equitable access to public funding. kimberly.kirner@
csun.edu (F-10)

___________________________

KLINE, Nolan (UCF), SULLIVENT, Mary (Independent), and 
MONTAÑOLA, Silvana (UMD) Continuing the Legacy: Training 
Undergraduates in Applied Anthropology Outside of USF. This 
presentation considers the contributions of the University of 
South Florida (USF) applied anthropology program in training 
generations of students. We describe how one USF alumnus 
who was faculty in a traditional anthropology program at 
a liberal arts institution trained undergraduates in the USF 
applied anthropology tradition. We describe how USF alumni 
carry forward the USF model of applied anthropology at other 
institutions through incorporating applied projects in courses, 
creating courses focused on praxis, and collaborating with 
students on applied research. We discuss the potential benefits 
of this model for USF alumni and the students that alumni mentor 
and train. nolan.kline@ucf.edu (TH-128)

___________________________

KOEMPEL, Annie (American Board of Family Med) Always in 
the Field: Reflections on Anthropological Methods in Practice. 
Previous research has explored how, to an anthropologist, 
“everything is data,” while other research points to the limits 
of assessing projects as “anthropological enough” based on 
a geographical understanding of “the field.” Communities 
increasingly exist, communicate, and understand themselves 
within and across digital platforms. When combined with 
traditional anthropological tools, such as interviews and focus 
groups, a practicing anthropologist can feel like they never 
leave the field. This presentation will draw on my experience 
as a practicing anthropologist for a medical specialty board to 
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reflect on where “the field” can be understood to exist and its 
implications for anthropological practice. anniekoempel@gmail.
com (S-56)

___________________________

KOSS, Sophia (Vanderbilt U) The Cultural Context of Heat: 
Addressing Heat in the U.S. As current heat waves affect different 
regions of the U.S., it is necessary to address how these impacts 
of heat are mostly human-created. As our bodies react to create 
environments and conditions that make us more vulnerable, 
exposure to heat can increase disparate health and well-being 
outcomes. This paper explores different angles where a cultural 
context of health approach can provide insights for heat and 
health policy in the U.S. By looking at global and local examples, 
I hope to highlight the potential importance of a cultural context 
approach to heat and health. sophia.d.koss@vanderbilt.edu (F-
37)

___________________________

KOVATS-BERNAT, J. Christopher (CUNY York Coll) Rethinking Field 
Methods for an Ethnography of Dangerous Places. Anthropologists 
frequently work in regions fraught with insecurity and violence. 
Researchers who work in these dangerous fields have grown 
accustomed to improvising the ethnographic methods they 
deploy in order to make sense of cultural milieus that are fraught 
with mayhem, and this is to say nothing of the ad hoc adaptations 
that anthropologists must make to ensure their personal safety 
in the field. This paper draws on the author’s experience working 
amid violence in Haiti to illustrate the kinds of challenges with 
which anthropologists contend in dangerous field sites. What is 
proposed is a set of strategies for negotiating danger and violence 
in the field, strategies that at times may conflict with traditional 
approaches to ethnography but are nonetheless necessary for 
the safe and profitable conduct of fieldwork therein. (F-40)

___________________________

KUMBAYONI, Intan (UMD) Urban Agriculture, Fishing, and 
Food Insecurity: Enhancing Health and Equity in Baltimore. 
Baltimore’s long-standing food insecurity was shaped by 
historical segregation and worsened by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This study investigates how urban agriculture and fishing 
address food insecurity and promote physical and mental 
health in marginalized communities. Drawing from interviews, 
observations, and participatory mapping with 30 community 
members, this research identifies barriers such as economic 
inequality, food supply chain disruption, and cultural food 
preferences. The study also highlights challenges in sustaining 
agriculture and fishing, including resource constraints and policy 
hurdles. Policy recommendations include securing land tenure 
and supporting sustainable fishing practices to enhance food 
equity and support grassroots initiatives and community-driven 
food networks. intan@umd.edu (F-115)

___________________________

KUNAS, Julia (WillametteCRA) Foothills Trail Part 1: A Needle in 
a Haystack? Site 45KI1463 is a precontact site within a parcel 

developed by King County Parks for the Foothills Trail in Enumclaw, 
Washington, along Boise Creek. Following four previous surveys, 
WillametteCRA carried out archaeological trenching, testing, and 
augering to provide guidance for revising Project plans to avoid 
an artifact-dense portion of the site. Artifact analysis and an 
intact feature indicated that the site is a middle to late-stage lithic 
manufacturing location dating to approximately 2,500 years ago. 
This paper outlines the pre-construction phases of the Foothills 
project and considers how several phases of investigation 
informed site interpretation and Project redesign. (TH-104)

___________________________

KURLANSKA, Courtney (WPI) Applying Anthropology in STEM 
Education: Addressing and Assessing Cultural Competency and 
Belongingness in Project-Based Learning. This paper explores the 
integration of anthropological and social science concepts into 
project-based STEM education. It will first discuss how qualitative 
research is integrated into the STEM curriculum at our institution. 
Then, it will present the findings of a pilot study that examined the 
impact of a weekly reflection activity on STEM students’ cultural 
competency and sense of belongingness during project-based 
learning. The paper will cover both the quantitative analysis of 
pre- and post-evaluations, as well as a qualitative evaluation of 
the content of student reflections on project-based learning. 
cbkurlanska@wpi.edu (TH-66)

___________________________

KWON, Jong Bum (Webster U) Young Black Creatives and the 
“Call” to Entrepreneurship. Recent research by the Regional Arts 
Commission (RAC), St. Louis (MO) region’s largest public arts 
organization, revealed young Black creatives are significantly 
more likely to identify as entrepreneurs than their White 
counterparts. A preliminary analysis of my ongoing ethnographic 
study of Black art worlds and the region’s creative economy 
indicates their draw to entrepreneurship, despite its risks, may 
be understood as a “calling” to Black liberation. Many have 
written about entrepreneurialism’s associations with individual 
freedoms. Their narratives of work suggest it is less about 
freedom from drudgery and control than Black well-being 
and autonomy in post-Mike Brown, post-pandemic St. Louis. 
jongkwon00@webster.edu (S-35)

___________________________

LAMOREAUX, Janelle (U Arizona) “Underpopulation” Is Not the 
Problem: Feminist and Antiracist Approaches to Interpreting 
Fertility Rate Decline. Populationism—an understanding of 
environmental problems as driven by the sheer numbers 
of human beings on the planet—has been critiqued as an 
inadequate framework for understanding climate change and 
for promoting control of women’s fertility as the “solution” to 
the “overpopulation problem” (Sasser, 2018; Subramanian, 
2018). Now, in a moment of global fertility rate decline, concern 
about population increasingly operates through nationalist, 
anti-immigrant, and populist discourse. This paper discusses the 
background of the Collaborative Anthropology of Reproduction 
and the Environment Lab’s feminist and antiracist framework, 
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centered on reproductive justice, to interpret the problematic 
racialization of fertility rate decline. jlamoreaux@arizona.edu 
(TH-133)

___________________________

LAN, Tianmeng (WUSTL) DIY Medicine, DIY Gender: Imagining 
Transgender Identity Through Self-Medication in China. How 
does the category “transgender” circulate globally, and how 
does it show up in China where transgender issues are invisible 
in both gender ideology and the bureaucratic healthcare system? 
Based on fieldwork with a Chinese transgender community and 
their medical activism, this research explores the emergence of 
“medicine ladies” as a localizing inclusive identity of transgender 
in China through the practices of self-medicating hormones in the 
spirit of “DIY.” By using their bodies as laboratories to produce 
evidence and expertise, trans people in China are creating new 
strategies for collaborating with medical practitioners, as well 
as crafting the infrastructure for both trans medicine and trans 
identity. (S-25)

___________________________

LANE, Carrie (CSUF) Organizing Better Ways to Work, Especially 
for Women. The pandemic highlighted that the way Americans 
work isn’t working, especially for women. Long-standing 
frustrations around work-life integration and overwork gained 
fresh attention. Professional organizers, hired to help manage 
clients’ homes and belongings, offer a useful case study of pre- 
and post-pandemic attitudes to work. Many chose this (female-
dominated) profession because standard employment failed to 
provide them with flexible, meaningful work. Mid-pandemic, 
organizers found themselves helping other women manage 
similarly overwhelming demands—for time, energy, and space in 
the home. Organizers thus function as both models and mentors 
for new ways of working and living under capitalism. clane@
fullerton.edu (S-35)

___________________________

LANE, Sandra and RUBINSTEIN, Robert A. (Syracuse U) 
Responding to Gun Violence: Advancing Community Equity 
Through Action Anthropology. We describe our action 
anthropology efforts addressing gun violence in Syracuse, NY, 
which have contributed to a decline in gun murders in the city. 
Part of a larger decades-long program using our Community 
Action Research and Education model to address racial and 
ethnic disparities in the city, the model includes decentering the 
anthropologist by creating non-hierarchical research teams that 
train students and community members in research design, data 
collection, and advocacy skills. It uses anthropological expertise 
to help community members develop institutions that sustain 
and expand the successes of this work. sdlane@syr.edu (S-52)

___________________________

LANGE, Ashlyn (UC Denver) Administering Advantage: School 
Food Policy Enactment in Colorado. This research explores the 
mechanisms that contribute to inequitable access to high-quality 
school meals in Colorado, and, in turn, the role institutions play 

in shaping health. School food policies are enacted by key actors 
within the “school foodscape”—specifically, administrators with 
decision making power and cafeteria staff who deliver meals 
to students. Using data from participant observations during 
my work in school cafeterias and insights from semi-structured 
interviews with administrators, I examine how flexible resources 
are managed in an affluent district through collective health 
agency. By “studying up,” I identify how socially and economically 
advantaged communities perpetuate disparities in school food. 
ashlyn.lange@ucdenver.edu (F-115)

___________________________

LANGLEY, Samantha (IUP) Gas Wells and Green Space: The 
Social Significance of Extraction in Pennsylvania Public Parks 
and Forests. Pennsylvania public forests serve as vital spaces for 
community engagement and outdoor recreation, yet they often 
double as sites of extraction, marked by the presence of oil and 
gas wells, both active and orphaned. This research investigates 
the impact of these wells on the ecological and social dynamics 
of Whites Woods in Indiana, Pennsylvania. By conducting 
interviews with local stakeholders connected to the park, 
including community members, park officials, and environmental 
advocates, this study aims to uncover the extent to which oil and 
gas operations influence the park’s natural resources and shape 
public experiences with and perception of the environment. 
hxwdc@iup.edu (TH-107)

___________________________

LANPHEAR, Abigail (WWU), NELSON, Alex J. (U Indianapolis), YU, 
Yeon Jung (WWU), VIEVELBERG, Fernanda (USM), DOUGLAS, 
Ashland and MALTEMPI, Hailey (WWU), FERNANDEZ, Patricia 
(UCR), WELCH, Kendall (WWU) Racial Stratification and Earnings 
Disparities Within a Webcam Modeling Platform. This paper 
examines variations in the earnings of female adult webcam 
models on the camming platform MyFreeCams.com. Through 
content analysis and a short-term longitudinal scrapping of the 
site, we analyzed the relative earnings of models by the self-
reported demographic variables. We find statistically significant 
disparities in the earnings and visibility of Black and White 
models on the platform and discuss the implications of racial 
earnings disparities in the sex industry (N=15,376). We conclude 
the paper by discussing the potential corporate and public policy 
implications of these disparities and how they can be addressed. 
(F-26)

___________________________

LARKIN, Lance (Construction Engineering Rsch Lab) H2Rescue 
Disaster Relief: A Hydrogen Fuel Cell Emergency Vehicle’s 
Place in the Human Realm of Environmental Catastrophe. As 
environmental emergencies increase around the globe, the U.S. 
government has responded with an increase in both mitigation 
and adaptation efforts. This case study examines a prototype 
hydrogen fuel cell disaster relief vehicle, H2Rescue. It was 
developed and built in 2023, with demonstrations around the 
country testing its technical innovation. Its capabilities include a 
climate-controlled command center and ability to export power 
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while using the water exhaust for emergency response. This paper 
describes the vehicle while placing it into an anthropological 
analytic framework for measuring its efficacy from both the 
users’ and disaster victims’ perspectives.  lance.l.larkin@usace.
army.mil (TH-68)

___________________________

LARSSON, Simon (U Gothenburg) Taken From the Spirits and 
Given to the People: The Dance of the Panther Man in Côte 
d’Ivoire. The presentation explores the impact of tourism 
and commercialization on intangible cultural heritage, using 
the Boloye dance in Côte d’Ivoire as a case study. The dance, 
originally performed by the Pɔrɔ society in the Sena̰bele/Sénoufo 
community, has transformed into a public cultural performance. 
Through fieldwork conducted in Korhogo, this study explores 
how this cultural practice has been adapted to engage broader 
audiences without compromising its cultural integrity. It argues 
that the Boloye dance’s resilience and continued vitality are due 
to its dynamic adaptation within cultural boundaries, allowing it 
to serve both as a community resource and a public spectacle. 
simon.larsson@gri.gu.se (W-102)

___________________________

LASTRA-LANDA, Dafne (U Pitt) “Even if It’s Only Five People, We 
Have to Vaccinate”: Public Agents and Health Workers’ Experiences 
of Vaccination Against COVID-19 in Peruvian Amazonia. In Peru, 
the state’s attempts at mass vaccination against COVID-19 were 
initially met by Indigenous communities with reluctance. The 
memories of how a negligent state had spread the virus among 20 
communities in the northeastern region of Loreto overshadowed 
health workers’ and public agents’ efforts to immunize Indigenous 
persons. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork (2021-2022) with 
public agents, health providers, and Indigenous community 
members, in this paper, I reflect on health workers’ strategies to 
carry the immunization program through. Their strategies provide 
insights into the challenges they faced in the context of precarious 
public health infrastructures and contested Indigenous-state 
relationships. del60@pitt.edu (F-84)

___________________________

LAUER, Matthew (SDSU) From Refugia to Rahui: Unpacking 
Temporality in Small-Scale Fisheries Management and Marine 
Conservation. In this paper, I argue that temporary marine 
closures necessitate more attention as they constitute an 
important conservation and fisheries tool in the Global South, 
yet they are not well understood nor adequately documented. 
One confusion is the term “temporary marine closures,” 
which is used to describe species-specific seasonal, triggered 
fisheries, and rotating closures, hindering precise analysis of 
their social-ecological dynamics. To enhance analytical clarity, 
I propose assessing closures by time-boundedness, periodicity, 
and duration. I illustrate this with two emerging management 
examples: refugia in Mexico and rahui in French Polynesia, 
exploring their distinctive temporal and social-ecological 
characteristics. mlauer@sdsu.edu (F-18)

___________________________

LAWSON-BULTEN, Emily (UIUC) The Impact of Inherent Power 
Dynamics on Attempts at Equitable Infrastructure Design. 
Project designers have transitioned to democratic, collaborative 
techniques for infrastructure design due to a recognition that 
technology must acknowledge societal context, building systems 
with people. However, through ethnographic observation and 
community interviews in a rural community in Honduras, I 
illustrate how community members are likely to verbalize needs 
based on what they believe the nonprofit provides, rather than 
through their perspective—even if the nonprofit is reflexive 
and wants to be community-led. Consequently, attempts at 
collaborative design must be from a liberative approach that 
seeks to address the inherent power imbalances and internalized 
superiority/inferiority complexes between various actors. 
emilyjl3@illinois.edu (S-05)

___________________________

LE BOMIN, Sylvie (Sorbonne U) A Boss, a Mother, a Red Antelope, 
and All Things in Between: The Life of a Female Ethnomusicologist 
in Central Africa. This communication will present a review of my 
experience in field research and the lessons that can be drawn 
from the particular context of human relations involved in this 
meeting between a Western researcher involved in the life of local 
populations and another culture that did not request it. From 
different examples, I will try to give an account of this double 
perception of this meeting. I will show that my work doesn’t 
consist only of collaboration with musicians but a consideration 
of a system of multiple representations whose comprehensions 
will favor the success of research in good conditions. sylvie.le_
bomin@sorbonne-universite.fr (F-40)

___________________________

LEAF, Murray (UT Dallas) Experiments in Applied Anthropology. 
The SfAA was formed when the AAA refused to recognize that 
applied anthropology, done by anthropologists working in 
the New Deal, was “scientific.” AAA was wrong. Development 
projects are experiments. Science is experimental demonstration. 
I describe two experimental demonstrations I arranged in the 
Irrigation and Water Management Training Project, sponsored by 
USAID and the Government of India. The first predicted farmers’ 
responses to a government-promoted cropping pattern for the Pus 
irrigation system in Maharashtra. The second predicted farmers’ 
responses to two alternative methods for rehabilitating canals. 
The predictions were officially recognized and led to permanent 
changes in government policy. mjleaf@utdallas.edu (F-34)

___________________________

LECOMPTE, Joyce (WillametteCRA) Cultural Ecosystems in a 
Changing World: Building a Network Across the Northwest to 
Support Food Sovereignty, Climate Adaptation, and Land Rights. 
The CECW project brings together an interdisciplinary team of 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous scholars and community members 
from Washington State and British Columbia to convene the Salish 
Sea Cultural Ecosystems Knowledge Sharing Network. Funded by 
UW Earthlab, the project includes partners from First Nations in 
British Columbia and Washington State Tribes, the University of 
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Washington, the New York Botanical Garden, and other individuals 
and institutions. The goal of the Network is to connect Indigenous 
Nations and researchers engaged in cultural ecosystem and 
climate change impact research to support PNW Indigenous food 
sovereignty in a changing climate through the intertribal and trans-
border exchange of information related to cultural ecosystem 
conservation. joyce@willamettecra.com (TH-99)

___________________________

LEE, Kapiolani (Portland Chinatown Museum) Inside/Outside: 
How Partnering With the OCDP Has Enhanced Museum Visitor 
Experience at the Portland Chinatown Museum. The mission of 
the Portland Chinatown Museum (PCM) is to collect, preserve, 
and share the stories, oral histories, and artifacts of Portland’s 
Chinatown as a catalyst for exploring and interpreting the history 
of past, present, and future immigrant experiences. By partnering 
with the Oregon Chinese Diaspora Project, the museum has 
enriched and expanded the museum visitor experience by 
connecting Portland Chinatown history to the broader Chinese 
immigrant experience in Oregon through archaeology. This paper 
will highlight different examples of PCM/OCDP partnership, their 
impact on visitor learning and engagement, and key takeaways 
for future collaboration. (F-14)

___________________________

LENERTZ, Ruby (U Arizona) Escaping the Heat: Examining 
Reproductive Futures in a Climate-Changed Arizona. Based 
on collaborative anthropological research, this presentation 
explores the connections between climate change and young 
Arizonan’s intended reproductive futures. A growing number of 
studies show that anthropogenic climate change impacts young 
adults’ ideas of reproducing; however, young Arizonans don’t 
generally align strongly with these narratives, particularly those 
around climate legacies and footprints. When they do exhibit 
environmental motives for childlessness, they often do so with 
Arizona in mind; however, more so, they exhibit an attitude of 
environmental escape, raising the question of what will a climate-
changed Arizona look like both environmentally and socially. (TH-
133)

___________________________

LESLEY, Elena (USF) Digital Framing: Intimacy, Therapeutic 
Relationships, and Clinical Authority in Cambodian Telehealth 
Services. Cambodia has slowly rebuilt its healthcare infrastructure 
following decades of war and genocidal violence in the 1970s 
that claimed the lives of roughly a quarter of the population. Still, 
gaps in health services remain widespread, and the country still 
has the lowest concentration of doctors and nurses in Southeast 
Asia. This presentation explores the development and therapeutic 
use of one approach to addressing this resource shortage—the 
promotion of digital health technologies. Based on pilot research 
with providers and patients, it examines how transformations in 
the human-technology interface shape therapeutic subjectivities, 
power, and authority in patient-provider interactions. eslesley@
usf.edu (TH-86)

___________________________

LEVY, Jordan (DePaul U) Revitalizing Ethnographic Data in 
Immigration Court: On Expert Witnessing and Cross-Examination 
in Asylum Cases. As asylum continues to be politicized in 
migrant-receiving countries, anthropologists who do fieldwork 
in migrant-sending countries and provide expert witness 
testimony face a series of challenges in immigration courts. 
Prosecuting attorneys question the reliability of ethnographic 
data––at the same time, they generally do not understand what 
sociocultural anthropologists actually do. This paper reflects on 
recent strategies of the Department of Homeland Security (U.S.) 
and the Home Office (U.K.) prosecuting attorneys to discredit 
anthropological knowledge while presenting a range of strategies 
that anthropologist expert witnesses can employ to defend our 
disciplinary methods and “revitalize applied anthropology” in 
immigration courts. Jordan.Levy@DePaul.edu (F-78)

___________________________

LEWIS, David (OR State U) Kalapuya Adaptations to Fire and 
Water. The Kalapuyans had adaptations to use fire and lived with 
high amounts of moisture in the Willamette Valley for thousands 
of years. Kalapuyans are not normally associated with living in a 
wetland environment despite historic records of large amounts 
of moisture. This talk explores how the Kalapuyans adapted 
to high moisture throughout the year and would practice 
cultural fires management after summer storms. The talk will 
use ethnographic accounts, oral histories, travel journals, and 
current research to highlight the information presented. lewisd@
oregonstate.edu (F-13)

___________________________

LEWIS, Michael, JOHNSON, Jeremy, HAWKS, Dustin, and 
EDWARDS, Briece (Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde), 
BOWDEN, Brad (Historical Rsch Assoc) From McLoughlin and 
Mills to Ikanum and Inclusion: Broadening the Understanding 
of Tumwata (Oregon City) History Through Indigenous 
Historiography. Methodologies for researching marginalized 
communities are underdeveloped in archaeology. The Tribal 
Historic Preservation Office of the Confederated Tribes of Grand 
Ronde presents a decolonizing approach that understands 
significant places as necessarily “verbed”—centered in practices 
continuously enacted by people of/in that place since time 
immemorial. Using tumwata (Oregon City) as a case study, we 
use Ikanum (traditional stories) and oral histories to reframe 
research themes across different time periods, identifying 
changes and continuities in practice such as working, meeting, 
hosting, and exchanging. By emphasizing practices, we amplify 
and re-center the narratives of people and communities “hidden 
in plain sight.” (W-103)

___________________________

LEWIS, Stephanie (WUHS) The Social-Emotional Impact of Late 
Newborn Hearing Loss Diagnosis. Hearing loss provokes extreme 
social and cultural disadvantages for families with newborns. 
Evidence-based quality improvement projects intervening 
with early audiological assessments can detect deafness and 
hearing impairments in newborns, thus averting extreme social 
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and economic disadvantages for families. This project aimed 
to increase the early detection of newborn hearing loss by 
implementing a best-practice alert in electronic medical records. 
The hope was to identify at-risk newborns and to improve care 
coordination. The paper describes the project’s outcomes for 94 
infants with failed hearing screenings and highlights implications 
for improved family and newborn care coordination. Applied 
scientists can greatly benefit from a better understanding of this 
pressing issue. spirit_four_you@yahoo.com (Whova)

___________________________

LILLY, Samantha (U Mich) Mental Health Literacy as a Tool of 
Epistemic (In)Justice in Global Mental Health: The Lived Experience 
of Depression in Esmeraldas, Ecuador. “Epistemic injustice” has 
gained traction in discussions on the psy-disciplines, especially 
concerning applied psychiatric cosmologies from the Global 
North to Mad, mentally ill, and psychosocially disabled (MMIPD) 
people in the Global South. This work examines how “mental 
health literacy” (MHL) can serve as a tool for epistemic injustice 
within Global Mental Health (GMH), drawing on secondary 
ethnographic data from 14 mothers in Esmeraldas, Ecuador. It 
argues that uncritical applications of MHL risk undermining local 
perspectives, portraying them as “illiterate” and self-stigmatizing, 
thus compromising the knowledge these women hold about their 
own mental health and stressing the need for ethical reflexivity in 
GMH research. (W-78)

___________________________

LIM, Heather (Living Heritage Rsch Council) Mateo Tepe or Devils 
Tower: Native and Tourist Differences in Geosite Interpretations. 
Devils Tower, located in northeast Wyoming, is a unique, steep-
sided, high-relief exhumed Tertiary-age volcanic plug and has long 
fascinated earth scientists and tourists. However, this geosite 
represents more than a geological wonder for its neighboring 
Native Americans. Called Mateo Tepe in Lakota, Devils Tower 
represents the claw scratches of a spiritual bear and has been 
utilized by Native peoples as spiritual paths to another dimension 
and sacred places where the religious balance is achieved. This 
presentation discusses Mateo Tepe as a cultural geosite based on 
Native American consultation projects, which culminated in its 
recent nomination as an International Geoheritage Site. hyealim.
lim@gmail.com (W-72)

___________________________

LINDSAY, Emily (UC Berkeley) The Johnson Collection and Phoebe 
Maddux: Translating, Researching, Preserving, and Honoring 
Basket-Weaving Heritage Among Karuk. This paper discusses 
the process of existing basket-weaving descriptions (such as 
designs and weaves) from Karuk into English by using the 
Johnson Collection at the National Museum of Natural History 
and interviews with Phoebe Maddux (1866-1937) that were 
conducted by JP Harrington. Through translation and archival 
research methods, this paper highlights the need for specialized 
language to support and decolonize Karuk basket-weaving 
practices, as well as honor the work of Indigenous interlocutors 
who worked with linguists. This paper highlights the importance 

of basket-weaving among the Karuk, which allows for the 
preservation of the culture and overall expression of cultural 
heritage. (W-97)

___________________________

LINN, Colleen and OWUOR, Patrick Mbullo (Wayne State 
U) Hydrocolonialism in Practice: Navigating Groundwater 
Contamination and Rural Water Futures in Michigan. Drinking 
water challenges are ubiquitous, given climate-induced droughts 
and environmental pollution. This paper reflects on ethnographic 
research in Michigan cities and townships impacted by PFAS 
contamination, where residents seek accountability from local 
and state governments and polluters for environmental and 
drinking water protections. Here, we see how poor groundwater 
quality, identified through state-led knowledge gathering, 
threatens its usability in water-rich environments. I apply 
the framework of hydrocolonialism to assess how pollution 
ownership and boundaries are negotiated between residents and 
experts to guide filter distribution, municipal water connections, 
and remediation solutions and to consider how contamination 
response shapes rural futures. colleen.linn@wayne.edu (TH-10)

___________________________

LISBOA PEREIRA BASILIO, Raul and NELSON, Donald R. (UGA) 
Beyond Death: The Potentials of Contaminated Waters and Lives 
in an Urban Landscape. This work is the result of dissertation 
fieldwork in an urban area of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. It builds on 
ethnographic data to discuss the influence of water pollution 
on everyday life between humans and animals. Some social 
relationships that result from environmental degradation 
provide an opportunity to reflect on the consequences and 
socioeconomic possibilities associated with living in an altered 
world. This research offers a perspective on how unprecedented 
human-animal relations permeate everyday life and contribute 
to the creation of a neighborhood identity while shedding light 
on potential touristic attractions. rb40935@uga.edu (W-107)

___________________________

LOCKE, Abiel, NÍ FLAINN, Mackenzie, and DUBOIS, Zachary 
(U Oregon), CEPON-ROBINS, Tara (UCCS), WEAVER, Lesley 
Jo (U Oregon), SNODGRASS, Josh (U Oregon & Hokkaido U) 
Integrating Anthropological Insights: Developing a Community-
Based Pilot Study on WASH Access and Intestinal Health Among 
People Experiencing Housing Insecurity. Ethical community-
based participatory research (CBPR) methods are increasingly 
implemented in public health. Anthropology offers methodological 
insights, including advocating for rigorous community reciprocity. 
In collaboration with people experiencing houselessness (PEH) 
in Eugene, Oregon, we developed a pilot study examining 
intestinal health, neglected tropical disease infection (NTDs), and 
water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) access, inclusive of PEH’s 
expertise in their health, preferred interventions, and long-term 
community interests. Utilizing small focus groups, open lines of 
bidirectional communication to maximize participant feedback, 
and the application of a biocultural framework, we offer our 
experience and process of developing community accountability 
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and best practices for future interventions. abiell@uoregon.edu 
(TH-143)

___________________________

LOCKE, Emily (U Alabama), HORAN, Holly (UAB), MCCLURE, 
Stephanie, YOUNG, Maya, and MUNSON, Kate (U Alabama) 
“Having Doulas Present at Our Hospital Has Helped Change the 
Culture”: Revitalizing Patient-Centered Care Through Hospital-
Based Doula Support. Doulas—trained, non-clinical perinatal 
healthcare professionals—have been shown to improve perinatal 
health outcomes through education, advocacy, and continuous 
support during labor/birth. One potential solution for increasing 
access to doula care is the integration of doulas into hospitals, 
where most pregnant people in the U.S. give birth. In partnership 
with two hospital-based doula programs, we conducted a 
community-engaged, research-needs assessment to identify 
program management and doula perceptions of the most 
pressing concerns related to hospital-based doula care. Results 
reveal directions for future research and potential strategies for 
developing and sustaining hospital-based doula programs across 
the U.S. ellocke@crimson.ua.edu (W-25)

___________________________

LOEWE, Ronald (CSULB) Notes From the Front: Indigenous/
Environmental Activism in Southeast Mexico. Since the passage 
of Mexico’s neo-liberal agrarian reform of 1992, a constitutional 
change that facilitated the alienation and sale of thousands of 
acres of ejido (community) lands, new strategies for protecting 
community lands have emerged. This paper examines the use of 
the consultation process, environmental law, the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People, and ILO 169 to 
protect community/Indigenous lands. This paper is based on a 
series of discussions with environmental leaders and a review of 
recent court cases. Ronald.Loewe@csulb.edu (F-107)

___________________________

LOGAN, Ryan (CSU Stanislaus) Applications of Applied 
Anthropology in Research With and for Community Health 
Workers. Applied anthropology provides many insights into 
complex issues facing community health workers (CHWs). CHWs 
are frontline health workers who come from the communities 
they serve. As CHWs continue to be integrated into the 
professional healthcare workforce, they face many issues that 
reduce, diminish, or essentialize their caregiving and potential 
impacts. In this paper, I detail how an applied anthropological 
approach yielded insights for policymakers, including reframing 
advocacy as a form of caregiving and potential ramifications of 
professionalization. While there is still work to be done, applied 
anthropology offers a pathway to enhance the status of CHWs 
through collaborative research. rilogan@csustan.edu (TH-128)

___________________________

LOGAN, Ryan (CSU Stanislaus) Interdisciplinary Collaboration 
and Protecting the Safety and Well-Being of Researchers and 
Participants. The COVID-19 pandemic greatly impacted the 
work of researchers in disciplines throughout the world and 

reemphasized the need for researcher and participant safety to 
be at the forefront of research projects. In this presentation, I 
discuss the key approaches my colleague and I took to protect 
the safety and well-being of our research team while we 
completed an interdisciplinary research project in the midst of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. I describe the careful ways we sought 
to protect the physical and mental well-being of those involved 
and the steps that researchers can take when conducting such 
projects. rilogan@csustan.edu (F-67)

___________________________

LONG, Rebecca-Eli (Purdue U) Crafting Meaningful Lives: Autistic 
Interests Over the Life Course. Like other aspects of autistic life, 
autistic people’s interests and passions are often reduced to 
diagnostic indicators. This presentation explores how autistic 
adults create meaning around what is sometimes called “special 
interests,” with a focus on change and continuity over the life 
course. In contrast to prior research that assumed a shared 
definition of “special interest,” I explore the multiplicity of ways 
that my interlocutors engaged with this term, including how 
their special interests shifted over their lives. This presentation 
explores the dynamism of being autistic and what this tells us 
about how autistic people navigate an ableist world. long371@
purdue.edu (W-53)

___________________________

LONG, Tracy (Fielding Grad U) Applying Anthropology to the 
Human Side of Public Gardens. In a time of great environmental 
and social pressures, individuals, organizations, and governments 
alike are struggling to develop strategies for adaptation that 
will promote resilience and wellness in all human systems. 
This paper describes the role of public gardens in biological 
conservation, research, and education that directly addresses 
important current issues and reflects on the potential impacts of 
this work on human society. Applying anthropological theories 
and practices to understanding individual and group interactions 
with public gardens can facilitate the extension of public garden 
benefits to the promotion of both individual and social resilience 
and wellness. tlong@sbcglobal.net (S-12)

___________________________

LOONEY, Michael (Portland State U) Excavating the Repositories: 
Applying Chemical Analysis Methods to Curated and Stored 
Soil Samples. Existing bulk samples that are already curated 
into archives have the opportunity to further research through 
various levels of chemical testing methods. Chemical analysis of 
these stored materials could provide valuable data that enhances 
previous site investigations while reducing the extractive impact of 
field processes. Once processed, these materials could be removed 
to relieve the strains on the museum storage and curation facilities. 
The chemical analysis of curated and stored samples is a broad 
spectrum of opportunities for the anthropological field. (F-73)

___________________________

LOPEZ, Andrea (UMD) Liberation and…in the Meantime in Harm 
Reduction. In the ever-increasing contexts of punitive governance 
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experienced by marginalized populations, people in social 
movements like harm reduction organize to intervene in everyday 
violence and dehumanization. In this presentation, I use a public 
health intervention designed to impact the overdose crisis in 
Washington DC—harm reduction vending machines—as a lens 
through which to engage in a discussion about the relationship 
between direct service/evidence-based interventions and the 
pursuit of broader forms of liberation. In a continued mass death 
event and a necropolitical landscape of injustice, how can we 
create spaces of liberation “in the meantime” where we activate 
defiant world-making? (TH-83)

___________________________

LORAIN, Michael (Archaeological Investigations NW) A Review 
of Archaeological Materials With Trout (Salmoninae) Protein 
Residue in the Pacific Northwest. Subsistence fishing has 
played an important role in the economies of Pacific Northwest 
Indigenous peoples. Despite the importance of salmon in 
ethnographic accounts and the prevalence of fish bones in coastal 
zooarchaeological assemblages, fish are underrepresented in 
interior archaeological sites due to taphonomic and cultural 
factors. This paper examines the record of archaeological 
materials that have tested positive for trout (Salmoninae) protein 
residue in the Pacific Northwest following decades of residue 
testing. A better understanding of the range of fishing implements 
and features provides greater insight into the physical and social 
contexts of Salmoninae capture and processing. (F-73)

___________________________

LUCAS, Kathryn (CSULA) and LUCAS, William (CSUDH) Recovery 
Infrastructures and Epistemologies: A 20th Anniversary Analysis 
of 2004 Hurricane Response Efforts. Hurricane response is a fact 
of life for southeastern U.S. states as well as Puerto Rico and the 
Caribbean. Based on archival and literature research, this paper 
analyzes policy infrastructure, which is the body of knowledge 
and political reasoning that operationalizes hurricane recovery 
efforts in ways that are selective, hierarchical, and partial to 
policy demands. This paper focuses on 2004 Hurricanes Charley, 
Ivan, Frances, and Jeanne, analyzing policy variations and the 
limits of infrastructure. It explores the epistemologies underlying 
recovery infrastructures and their functioning, which we hope 
will create a groundwork for more integrative and effective 
approaches to disaster management. klucas11@calstatela.edu 
(F-20)

___________________________

LUO, Yu (U Puget Sound) “Moss Is Our New Rice”: Reconfiguring 
Human-Plant Relations in Southwest China. This ethnographic 
study examines multispecies relations through the case of 
wetland mosses in southwest China. Dried moss products from 
rural Guizhou are exported across Asia as soil additives for orchid 
cultivation. For local farmers, moss harvesting has become far 
more profitable than rice planting, thus significantly transforming 
landscapes and livelihoods. In this changing context, traditional 
knowledge of crop management in the region continues to 
play a crucial role in the moss industry. Interconnecting local 

ecology with the global political economy, this paper highlights 
the importance of sphagnum moss in human-nonhuman 
relations, bridging the natural habitats and the realms of artificial 
cultivation. yluo@pugetsound.edu (F-107)

___________________________

LUQUE, John S., DICKEY, Sabrina, KIROS, Gebre-Egziabher, and 
JACKSON, Deloria (FAMU) Adherence and Attitudes to Colorectal 
Cancer Screening Among African American Community Health 
Center Patients in Florida. African Americans experience 
disparities for colorectal cancer (CRC) compared to other racial/
ethnic groups in the US. Patients who are uninsured or face 
financial or structural obstacles may require additional support 
from community health centers to complete recommended 
stool-based CRC screening. This study discusses preliminary 
survey outcomes from a monitoring study tracking annual stool-
based testing among a cohort of patients previously enrolled in 
a behavioral clinical trial as well as preliminary qualitative data 
from focus groups with patients. The focus group participants 
indicated a general preference for the stool test over the 
colonoscopy, because of the preparation required for the latter. 
john.luque@famu.edu (TH-115)

___________________________

LYON, Stephen, WAHEED, Muhammad Saad Abbasi, ANWARALI, 
Aqsa, MURTAZA ALI, Zainab, and AHMED, Faiz (Aga Khan U) 
Navigating Urban Poverty in Karachi: Survival Strategies in a 
Global South Mega City. Economic and political volatility coupled 
with severe resource limitations render mega cities in the Global 
South particularly challenging for poor residents. In this paper, I 
present preliminary analyses of some coping strategies adopted 
by the urban poor living in Karachi’s self-built housing. These 
strategies rely on parallel goods markets that require personal 
networks, bypassing certain rules regarding housing resources, 
extensive gift exchange networks, and frequent use of free meal 
programs via shrines, weddings, and charitable non-governmental 
organizations. While the overall strategies do not appear effective 
for initiating upward social mobility, they may protect against 
household collapse. Stephen.Lyon@aku.edu (TH-64)

___________________________

MA, Zhiying (U Chicago) From Participant Observation to 
Participatory Research: Reflections on Mental Health Service 
Development in China. Over the past five years, I have been 
working with stakeholders to develop, evaluate, and promote 
peer support services for persons with serious mental illnesses 
in South China. In this presentation, I will reflect on how my 
long-term participant observation of mental healthcare in China 
has facilitated this participatory research effort. My experience 
suggests that deep ethnographic involvement enables 
anthropologists to be professional connectors, bringing people 
on different ends of the power spectrum together and creating 
new action fields. It also allows us to translate between lifeworlds 
to facilitate critical self-reflections and mutual understandings 
among participants. zhiyingma@uchicago.edu (TH-105)

___________________________
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MAACK, Stephen (Independent) No Town Left Behind. Did 
Hurricane Milton make landfall in Tampa or In Sarasota? Neither. 
Milton hit Florida near Siesta Key. Where? As extreme storms 
increase in force and frequency, the focus is on pro-active 
attempts to make more populated, wealthier urban areas more 
resilient and adaptive. Yet, there are no “climate havens” in 
America. This paper discusses how anthropologists can co-create 
adaptive actions with small-town American communities before 
disaster strikes in ways that favor resilience and preserve what 
community members value most. It points out resources that 
small communities can draw on before extreme weather strikes, 
not just wait for help afterward. smaack@earthlink.net (TH-140)

___________________________

MACDONALD, Jeffery (IRCO) Changes in the Prevalence of 
Shamanism Among Resettled Mien and Hmong Refugees in 
Portland, Oregon. Refugees arrive with a variety of cultural 
and spiritual practices. This paper examines the changes in 
the prevalence of shamanism in the Hmong and Mien refugee 
communities after two-plus new generations of acculturation. 
The first generation of refugees learned from the resettlement 
system and Christian missionaries who actively converted large 
portions of each community that life in the U.S. did not favor their 
traditional ritual’s reliance upon trance, possession, visions, and 
communications with the dead. This paper examines the extent 
to which practicing anthropologists and folklorists have affected 
and supported their shamanic practices, if at all, in Portland, 
Oregon. jmacd25@hotmail.com (F-48)

___________________________

MACÍAS AYALA, Mario Alberto (U Arizona BARA) Cooperatives as 
Agents of Resilience and Cultural Revitalization in Rural Mexican 
Migration Contexts. As migration to the U.S. becomes increasingly 
risky and costly, many prospective and return migrants from rural 
Mexico are seeking alternative paths for economic survival and 
cultural regeneration. This paper explores the role of cooperatives 
in Zapotitlán Salinas, Puebla, Mexico, as vehicles for sustainable 
livelihoods and Indigenous identity reclamation. Through a 
community-based participatory research (CBPR) approach, 
the study illustrates how cooperatives empower participants 
to manage local resources while challenging entrenched 
hierarchies of class, gender, and race. These cooperatives are not 
only economic lifelines but also spaces of resilience, fostering 
economic autonomy and social cohesion in response to shrinking 
migration opportunities. mariomaciasaa@arizona.edu (W-112)

___________________________

MACK-ERB, Sierra (Stevenson Center ISU) Assessing the Value 
and Meaning of Design Through the Lens of Rural Community 
Members. There is a plethora of jargon employed by designers 
to define design and its value to others. Rarely does this verbiage 
consider what design means to design beneficiaries. As a 2nd-
year anthropology graduate fellow, I am presently engaged in field 
research with rural communities across the country, participating 
in the Citizen’s Institute on Rural Design’s design programming to 
document the meaning they ascribe to design. The intent of this 

research is to recenter the perspectives of design beneficiaries 
so that their voices shape the future of CIRD and so that we may 
understand the social impact of design as anthropologists. sierra.
merb@gmail.com (S-56)

___________________________

MAH, Andrea and TILT, Jenna (OR State U) Identification of 
Community Assets: A Survey of Coastal Oregonian’s Priorities 
for Natural Hazard Preparedness. Places in a community that 
support resident needs are important to identify to protect 
before disasters occur and could be assets for disaster recovery. 
We surveyed coastal Oregonians (n=524) to identify places they 
value, places they believe should be protected before a disaster, 
and what mitigation actions their communities should take. 
Participants recognized the need to protect critical facilities (e.g., 
hospitals) but also wanted places where the community gathers 
and people connect to be protected and valued places that 
support wellbeing. This work highlights the need for community 
involvement in asset identification for disaster preparedness and 
recovery. mahand@oregonstate.edu (F-110)

___________________________

MAHONEY, Dillon and HOLBROOK, Emily (USF) Applying 
Anthropology the Robby Baer Way: Dr. Roberta Baer’s Career as 
an Applied Anthropologist. For over four decades, Dr. Roberta 
Baer led research projects and trained anthropology students 
in applied methods and approaches during her career at the 
University of South Florida. Here, a former student and colleague 
reflect on Dr. Baer’s impact on applied anthropology, their 
department at USF, and their career trajectories. From methods 
to ethics to community engagement, the model set by Dr. Baer, 
which we refer to as applying anthropology the “Baer way,” 
illuminates both a history and a guide for contemporary applied 
anthropology. dmahoney1@usf.edu (TH-128)

___________________________

MALTEMPI, Hailey (WWU), PARK, Youngsu (Seoul Nat’l U), YU, 
Yeongjung (WWU), and CHA, Jiho (Korea Advanced Inst of Sci & 
Tech) Healthcare Systems of Correctional Labor Camps in North 
Korea (DPRK). This paper examines the lived experiences of 
prisoners in North Korean correctional labor camps. In particular, 
we focus on the healthcare systems of North Korean labor camps. 
Drawing upon interview data with 34 North Korean refugees in 
South Korea, we have found that fellow prisoners act as caregivers, 
healthcare to be privatized, prison leadership acts as a significant 
barrier to access healthcare, and the normalization of death. 
The findings suggest that healthcare resources are distributed 
unequally and are highly dependent upon one’s social networks. 
We end with policy implications to address the low and unequal 
resources in North Korea. maltemh@wwu.edu (S-47)

___________________________

MAMOON, Aaron (Boston U Kilachand Honors Coll) Shaping 
Masculinity: Exploring the Interplay of Environment and Identity in 
EMS. This study examines the role of masculinity in the culture of 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) providers. Using semi-structured 
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interviews and photovoice methodology, the research investigates 
greater Boston, MA, EMS providers’ definitions of masculinity, their 
coping strategies for high-stress situations, and how their work 
environment reinforces or challenges supposed masculine norms. 
The study also considers how perceived masculinity influences 
entry into EMS and whether these traits impact resilience against 
trauma. Findings will reveal how masculinity affects well-being 
and inform potential interventions to enhance support for EMS 
personnel across diverse gender identities. aaron.mamoon@
gmail.com (S-25)

___________________________

MANTONYA, Kurt, BULLING, Denise, HOFFMAN, Stacey, 
and QUINN, Aiden (UNL) The Evaluation and Qualitative 
Methodological Approach to a Collegiate Student-Led Program to 
Prevent Hate. The “Invent2Prevent” (I2P) program is a student-led 
competition to design, implement, and test innovative peer-to-
peer initiatives focused on the prevention of terrorism, targeted 
violence, or hate. The collegiate competition was the focus of 
a program evaluation funded by the Department of Homeland 
Security carried out by the University of Nebraska Public Policy 
Center, an affiliate of the National Counterterrorism Innovation, 
Technology, and Education Center (NCITE). This presentation 
will focus on the qualitative approach that guided process 
improvement through the three semesters of data collection and 
review. Data included document reviews, survey results, focus 
groups, interviews, and observations. kmantonya3@unl.edu (S-
47)

___________________________

MARIE, Aron (UVA) and WANG, Emily (Oberlin Coll) Enabling 
Collaborations Between Anthropology, Disability Studies, and 
Computer Science. How might anthropology’s ethnographic 
traditions mesh with engineering’s worldbuilding? Dyslexic 
anthropologist Aron Marie and computer scientist Emily Wang 
are part of a growing academic community combining human-
centered design with disability studies. Our experiences include 
a seven-month field deployment of Jargon Manager, an assistive 
writing software for dyslexic writers, within a multi-year 
academic collaboration. We explore opportunities and barriers 
to translating between anthropology and human-computer 
interaction research. Our presentation will discuss the need to 
bridge disciplinary theories, navigate relationship transitions (i.e., 
research participant to co-author), as well as align incentives and 
outcomes. ruv2uj@virginia.edu (W-108)

___________________________

MARTIN, Richard (U Queensland) Compensation for Cultural Loss 
in Australia. The issue of compensation for harm to Indigenous 
culture is increasingly prominent in Australia. This includes 
money for what Australian courts have construed as “cultural 
loss.” Debates about treaties have also raised the possibility 
of reparations for colonization, including for things that are 
otherwise non-judicial under Australian law. These developments 
raise difficult challenges for anthropologists, who are increasingly 
required to document Indigenous people’s feelings about loss 

to enable their successful valuation. This paper reviews recent 
jurisprudence relating to this issue, especially with respect to 
the role of anthropologists and their efforts to document diverse 
forms of harm. r.martin3@uq.edu.au (TH-74)

___________________________

MARTINEZ, Konane (CSUSM) If You Build It, Will They Come?: 
Community Health Interventions at Public Community Schools. 
“Bridges2Health” is a Community Health advocate program 
developed by a Federally Qualified Healthcare Center (FQHC). 
Applied anthropology methods were used to document and assess 
the project within two “Community Schools.” A Bridges2Health 
Community Health Advocate provides support within two 
Community Schools to assist ethnic/racial minority, low-income, 
and limited English proficient families establish a medical home, 
connect them with community resources to address health 
needs, increase enrollment and sustain engagement with 
Medicaid/CHIP and SNAP programs, and plan health-specific 
events in the community. The paper will discuss the complexities 
of two organizational structures delivering health care services 
in a public school space and reflect upon the perpetuation of 
health disparities in the context of both educational and health 
care settings. kmartine@csusm.edu (W-143)

___________________________

MARTINEZ, Rebecca (Purdue U) Applying Anthropology to Higher 
Ed Innovation: A Case Study From Purdue’s Innovation Hub. 
This presentation explores my work with Purdue University’s 
Innovation Hub, where I applied anthropological perspectives 
to study and inform collaborative, transdisciplinary initiatives in 
higher education. Tasked with examining lab spaces and cross-
college projects, I built an applied research role that leverages 
ethnographic insights to address structural challenges in 
educational settings. Through participatory research methods 
adapted for higher education, I engaged faculty and students in re-
envisioning labs as inclusive, creative environments that support 
diverse approaches to learning. This presentation reflects on the 
value of applied anthropology in reshaping academic practices 
and offers practical insights for fostering institutional change. 
mart1966@purdue.edu (F-64)

___________________________

MASON, Arthur (UC Denver) Psychedelic Anthropology: Research 
and Creative Work on Legalized Psilocybin Mushrooms in 
Colorado. Nine years after my father died from a drug overdose 
in New Mexico, I am using video-based storytelling to process 
the loss. Personal imagery and my voice recording are elements 
in my digital story about the overdose. The narrative covers a 
routine walk with my dad to a comic bookstore in Albuquerque, 
the moment my mother told me the news, and my deep dive into 
drugs and alcohol after the overdose incident. My digital story is 
juxtaposed with narratives of study participants in the CU Denver 
psilocybin research project who use psilocybin mushrooms to 
address substance use disorder. arthur.mason@ucdenver.edu (F-
09)

___________________________
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MATSLER, Marissa and MAXWELL, Keely (USEPA), HENSON, 
Siena (ORAU) “Wildfires Aren’t Going Anywhere”: Disaster 
Waste Management in Unprecedented Times. The expanding 
footprint of wildfires across the U.S. has led to increasingly 
complex institutional encounters in disaster governance. This 
ethnographic research examines debris removal and waste 
management during the 2020 Oregon wildfires. It uncovers novel 
administrative imbrications among disaster and emergency 
management, environmental response, and everyday waste 
management institutions at the federal, state, and local levels. 
Expansions of the wildland urban interface in Oregon results in 
unfamiliar waste streams and protocols for local and state actors. 
This analysis presents findings to address this “new normal” 
through novel forms of interagency coordination and adaptive 
relational strategies for effectual wildfire debris management. 
Matsler.Marissa@epa.gov (S-20)

___________________________

MATTES, Seven (MI State U) and WHITLEY, Cameron T. (WWU) 
(Dis)Counting Animals: Media Coverage of Disasters. Disasters 
occur in spaces shared by a multitude of species across ecosystems. 
However, disasters are often defined, assessed, and reported on 
in terms of human losses: human lives, property, and impacts on 
human health. This depiction minimizes the impact on animal 
others and the relationships we share. We present a media analysis 
of the Colorado Marshall Fire as a case study, which was initially 
celebrated for “no lives lost” despite the immense loss of animal 
lives. As the media constructs a widespread narrative of disaster—
framing who counts and who should be grieved—the impacts of 
animal erasure are far-reaching. seven.bryant@gmail.com (F-20)

___________________________

MAUPIN, Jonathan (ASU) Adolescent and Youth Perceptions 
of Ethnicity in Guatemala. Scholars conducting research 
in Guatemala frequently dichotomize the population into 
Indigenous/non-Indigenous or Maya/Ladino categories. Yet, 
there is a diversity of terms used by individuals to identify 
themselves or others, such as natural, mestizo, and Español. The 
meanings people apply to these terms, or their relationships 
to dichotomous categories, are not always clear. This study 
examines adolescents’ and youth perceptions of the meanings 
of ethnic terms in a small town in Guatemala using a draw-and-
write technique along with a free list of characteristics. Results 
highlight the core concepts associated with ethnic terms and 
raise questions regarding the dichotomization of identity in 
research. jmaupin@asu.edu (W-26)

___________________________

MCCANN, Rachel (Linfield U) 99 Pots of Chicha on the Wall: 
Stylistic Analysis of Unprovenienced Andean Ceramics in a Small 
Academic Museum. This paper provides a stylistic analysis of 
pre-Incan Andean vessels housed in the Linfield Anthropology 
Museum, focusing on representations of humans. Many 
collections of Moche, Chimu, and Nazca pottery were collected 
through looting, but without provenience, many archaeologists 
have undervalued their research potential. Situating this collection 

within existing seriations and provenienced collections, these 
artifacts regain archaeological significance. This demonstrates 
how unprovenienced collections retain archaeological value and 
provides an example of how similar analyses may be undertaken. 
rmccann2@linfield.edu (W-97)

___________________________

MCCARTHY, Rory and CHAMBERLIN, Rachel (Consortium for 
Health & Military Performance) Program Evaluation and Needs 
Assessment in a Military Context: A Methodological Examination. 
Executing a programmatic intervention in the U.S. military is difficult. 
Programs are often instituted at the branch level, meant to serve 
the needs of large numbers of service members across a variety 
of social and regional contexts. Evaluating these programs presents 
a unique set of challenges. As members of a multidisciplinary 
team, we’ve evaluated programs across the Department of 
Defense, including programs that address nutrition, spirituality, 
and physical and behavioral health. In this paper, we review some 
of the methodological considerations we have made and discuss 
the strengths and weaknesses of using these methodologies in a 
military context. mccarthy.rg@gmail.com (F-85)

___________________________

MCCAW, Carly and POMEROY, Carrie (UCSC), GOLDENBERG, 
David (CA Sea Urchin Commission), LINSMAYER, Lauren and 
WAITE, Heidi (CA Ocean Sci Trust) Community Responses to an 
Unprecedented Fishery Disaster: The Role of Social Infrastructure 
in Maintenance and Transformation. Northern California’s kelp 
forests have declined over 90% since 2014, with significant impacts 
on the region’s commercial red sea urchin fishery and fishing 
community, resulting in federal fishery disaster declarations for 
2016-2017 and 2018-2019. We explored fishery participants’ 
efforts to cope and/or adapt to this prolonged and unprecedented 
fishery disaster and identified potential strategies for resilience. 
In this presentation, we focus on the interconnected individual 
and social factors that have shaped these responses. We further 
explore the role of “social infrastructure” and its implications for 
the future—maintenance or transformation—of the fishery and 
fishing community. crmccaw@ucsc.edu (W-100)

___________________________

MCCONKEY, Erin (UH Mānoa) Pharmaceutical Precarity: The 
Challenges of Producing an Unprofitable Drug in Thailand. 
Antivenom falls into a category of “orphan drugs” marked by 
unpredictable demand and nonexistent profit margins, frequently 
causing pharmaceutical companies to abandon production. 
Yet, without access to antivenom, people bitten by venomous 
snakes may die. In this paper, I explore the shortcomings of 
contemporary antivenom production and, more broadly, the 
for-profit pharmaceutical industry. Drawing upon multi-sited 
fieldwork at public hospitals, a poison center, and a snake farm 
in Thailand, I find that the precarious status of antivenom not 
only poses a risk to snakebite treatment outcomes but to the 
entire ecosystem of human and nonhuman lives implicated in 
this industry. emcconke@hawaii.edu (S-53)

___________________________
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MCCOY, India (UNCC) Museums, Decolonization, and 
Representation: Analyzing African-American Experiences in 
Non-African-American Museums, Addendum. This addendum 
extends a report completed with the Charlotte Museum of 
History, analyzing theories about museums’ role in post-
colonial and decolonization practices and incorporating African-
American experiences into non-African-American Museums. It 
explores how ethnographic data can support museum practices 
and enhance representation. Findings, based on participant 
observation and interviews regarding the “Save Siloam School 
Project Exhibit” in Fall 2023, revealed the staff’s goals were 
achieved. However, including the Black communities’ value 
on education would reflect community agency and a positive 
representation of these communities. Incorporating postcolonial 
and decolonization frameworks could center African-American 
experiences in museums. Imccoy2@charlotte.edu (Whova)

___________________________

MCCOY, Matthew (VA) Homeless Veterans Discuss Their 
Experiences Residing in VA’s First Tiny Shelter Community. This 
presentation explores the experiences of homeless Veterans 
residing in the Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) first tiny 
shelter community in Los Angeles. The low-barrier program also 
provides access to medical, mental health, and social services. 
Through qualitative interviews, we investigated reasons for 
choosing the tiny shelters, the advantages of this housing 
model over congregate shelters, and recommendations for 
improvements. Veterans cited personal space and autonomy as 
key benefits, allowing them to focus on recovery from trauma, 
substance use, and mental health issues. These results contribute 
to the growing evidence supporting tiny shelters as filling an 
important gap in the housing continuum. matthew.mccoy5@
va.gov (W-83)

___________________________

MCCUNE, Meghan (NMU) Climate Migration, Rural Gentrification, 
and the Housing Crisis in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. In a 2024 
Michigan publication, Upper Peninsula (UP) developer Robert 
Mahaney stated, “This is a crisis in the UP. Our lack of housing is 
affecting our economy.” Over the past five years, housing prices 
in the UP’s largest city have almost doubled, and local residents 
and media frequently cite the influx of wealthy climate migrants 
as the cause. This new reality raises the following questions: 
How are rural regions along Lake Superior adjusting to climate 
migrants? What are the impacts on housing and local culture? 
How might ethnographic research on climate migration aid in 
formulating housing policy and local planning? (F-17)

___________________________

MCDONALD, Juliana (UKY) Keeping Promises: How Environmental 
Justice Built a Community Center and a Park in Davis Park, 
Lexington, KY. The Newtown Pike Extension Project built a road 
into Lexington, KY, that directly impacted Davis Bottom, an 
historic neighborhood. The community was focused on “The 
Park,” a small church, and a school many of the residents had 
attended. It took years, lots of money, and determination to 

fulfill an environmental justice mitigation to build affordable 
housing organized as a community land trust. In 2007, the 
Project promised to rebuild The Park and a new community 
center. This paper details the collaboration between the state, 
city government, a businessman, a construction company, the 
residents, and an anthropologist that finally made that possible. 
jmcdo2@uky.edu (W-56)

___________________________

MCDONALD, Kelly (UMN Missoula) Heritage for Healing: 
Trauma, Truth, and Healing—Looking Back and Looking Forward. 
Beginning in the 1800s, the U.S. charted course on a mission 
towards cultural annihilation, a campaign of assimilation, realized 
in part through off-reservation residential boarding schools. A 
lesser acknowledged aspect is the extensive death that occurred. 
Unmarked graves are commonplace at the residential schools; 
this has only recently been reported in the mainstream media. 
Current efforts include investigative reports, “Road to Healing,” 
and trauma-informed support. This paper aims to address: What 
are the next steps towards healing? How can understandings 
of heritage assist or deter? Is heritage useful in acknowledging 
wrongs? Can heritage help address human rights violations that 
may currently occur? kelly1.mcdonald@umontana.edu (F-50)

___________________________

MCFARLAND, Douglas (CWU & PNNL), PARFITT, Anne, 
MCCUTCHEON, Patrick, and QUINN, Sterling (CWU), CAPUDER, 
Karen (Confederated Colville Tribe), GAMBINO, Joseph (CWU) 
Archaeological Investigation for CRM: How Do We Define “…
Reasonable…”? Data acquired through archaeological pedestrian 
survey or, sampling are used to make regulatory decisions 
surrounding cultural resources. They also help managers identify 
risk factors and impacts associated with the presence of cultural 
resources in proposed project areas. In an ongoing survey project 
designed with Tribal input, and implemented by CWU and DAHP, 
sampling approaches are being tested by resampling past survey 
data using an unmodified version of Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratory’s Visual Sampling Plan (VSP) statistical software. This 
test will help plan future survey and sampling and will show the 
utility of a proposed VSP module designed for cultural resources. 
(S-40)

___________________________

MCILVAINE-NEWSAD, Heather (WIU) and GREEN, Harold D., Jr. 
(Indiana U) Feeding Our Own in Forgottonia. This paper discusses 
the creation of a “mobile food pantry” using the existing structure of 
Genesis Gardens, an NGO located in Macomb, Illinois. The research 
reflects on the motivational factors that brought volunteers together 
during the pandemic. Data were collected via individual surveys, 
semi-structured interviews, and focus groups. As a long-term 
ethnographic research project spanning from March 2020 through 
the end of 2024, this paper reflects on the changing priorities of 
nonprofit food banks over time and the evolution or de-evolution of 
the organizations based on religious, political, and economic viability 
variables. h-mcilvaine-newsad@wiu.edu (TH-110)

___________________________
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MCKENZIE, Sophie and BARBORINI, Christian (BCCSU), FAST, 
Danya (UBC) Forging Liberatory Pathways of Accountability 
Between Youth Who Use(d) Drugs and Academics Through the 
Youth Health Advisory Field School in Vancouver, Canada. The 
Youth Health Advisory Council Field School involves sessions 
in which young people who use drugs share their perspectives 
and engage in dialogue with university researchers with the 
aim of bridging understanding between academics and young 
people who use drugs in Vancouver, Canada. These sessions 
constitute a form of collaborative worldmaking in which the 
often-antagonistic domains of embodied, lived experience and 
highly-abstracted academic knowledge are brought together via 
guided discussion. Through these structured exchanges, new 
pathways of accountability are forged, and specific ongoing 
injustices affecting young people with lived/living experience 
who are involved in academia can be openly discussed. sophie.
mckenzie@bccsu.ubc.ca (TH-113)

___________________________

MCLAIN, Rebecca (Independent) Possibilities and Uncertainties 
in the Emerging Bigleaf Maple Sugaring Industry. Maple sugaring 
is spreading from northeastern North America to the Pacific 
Northwest (PNW). The emerging PNW maple sugaring industry 
centers around bigleaf maple, which occurs abundantly on small 
privately owned forests. This paper draws on semi-structured 
interviews with bigleaf maple sap producers to understand 
their motivations for engaging in maple sugaring, the types 
of resources they mobilize, and the logistical and marketing 
challenges they face. Our study suggests that a thriving bigleaf 
maple sugar industry could support ecological sustainability while 
enabling small-scale forest owners to reduce the livelihood risks 
associated with ecological and economic uncertainties brought 
about by climate change. rebecca.mclain@gmail.com (W-44)

___________________________

MEENA, Deepika (Meena) Educational Migration and Agency 
Among Tribal Young Women. In this paper, I examine the 
understanding of agency among the tribal young women 
attending college in Pratapgarh (Rajasthan), India. Particularly in 
light of this shift in their living and academic spaces, I look at how 
they interpret and perform their agency when it comes to being in 
a romantic relationship and getting married. It is not uncommon 
for tribal members to engage in romantic relationships and to 
seek love marriages. The number of young women migrating 
for education is increasing. As a result of educational migration, 
the practice of live-in relationships, romantic relationships, and 
love marriages has also increased over time among tribal youths. 
The data for this study were collected over nine months from 
interviews, group decisions, and participant observation of tribal 
young women in places they frequent, such as college campuses, 
hostels, homes, markets, and parks. deepika.m@iitgn.ac.in (TH-
74)

___________________________

MEEUWEN, Kristin and SWEENEY TOOKES, Jennifer (GA Southern 
U) Tides of Change: Land-Based Women Leaders Bridging Fishing 

Communities. In South Atlantic fishing communities, women have 
emerged as a cooperative voice, unifying previously disconnected 
industry elements. Fishing is stereotypically viewed as male-
dominated, but research suggests women participate in land-
based post-processing, management, and finances. These shore-
based roles allow for strong familial and community ties where 
multi-generational groups cooperate for industry sustainability. 
This paper analyzes oral history and qualitative data describing 
a fishing industry supported by women as wives, kinsfolk, dock 
managers, fishers, and crew. Data suggest familial and financial 
motivations might initially pull women into the industry, but 
community tipping points further drive female-led bridge-
building within fishing communities. kd15129@georgiasouthern.
edu (TH-108)

___________________________

MELLETT, Erin (U Memphis) Interembodiment Through 
Language: Deaf Language Practices as Resistance. This paper 
examines language as both a vehicle for interembodiment 
and as a fundamentally interembodied process. Drawing from 
approximately 18 months of ethnographic fieldwork with deaf 
immigrants in the northeast U.S., this paper explores how deaf 
language practices entangle interlocutors, sometimes bodily, with 
others. Given the inherent interdependence of language, I detail 
how deaf immigrants co-construct meaning with family members 
and friends and how, through practices of informal interpreting, 
deaf immigrants can better navigate an immigration system that 
is ill-designed to address their complex communication access 
needs. emellett@memphis.edu (W-108)

___________________________

MELLO, Christina and MURANKA, Kevin (UHWO) Student 
Centered Learning Opportunities and Changing Landscapes: 
Honouliuli ʻĀina Ho’ohuli. With National Park Service funding 
support, research is producing deliverables that support a future 
visitor center at the Honouliuli National Historic Site on Hawai’i’s 
island of O’ahu. Through coursework and paid research assistant 
opportunities, community-engaged research has been student-
centered, providing several opportunities for students to conduct 
ethnographic and archival research, as well as produce media. 
Documenting the land and water use changes that have occurred 
in the region, students, along with the PI, are creating visual and 
written outputs, such as Story Maps and a multi-media online 
exhibit, depicting these changes as featured in this presentation. 
melloc@hawaii.edu (F-25)

___________________________

MELO, Milena (UTRGV) Postpartum Care: Mexican Immigrant 
Mothers in the Borderlands of South Texas. Women living in 
border regions are twice as likely as non-border women to initiate 
prenatal care in the third trimester or not at all. These outcomes 
reflect the higher prevalence of chronic, mental, and infectious 
diseases experienced by these populations and higher rates of 
poverty and underutilization of health care services. These are 
even further complicated by issues of immigrant status and access 
to maternal care. This paper seeks to examine the reproductive 
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and maternal health experiences of Mexican immigrant women 
who qualify for CHIP perinatal throughout their pregnancy 
utilizing a series of interviews conducted postpartum along the 
U.S.-Mexico border. milena.melotijerina@utrgv.edu (W-82)

___________________________

MENSAH, David Kofi (NAU) Entering Closed Space: Doing 
Ethnography During the COVID-19 Pandemic. I present an 
autoethnographic account of how it felt for researchers entering 
altered or closed spaces during the COVID-19 pandemic. I share 
my experiences conducting ethnographic research using online 
interviews and in-person visits. Entering closed or altered spaces, 
in my case, addiction treatment centers and virtual rooms, to 
conduct ethnographic research met a plethora of restrictions 
and gazes. Social engagement and rapport building became a 
questionable venture for the ethnographer. This paper questions 
certain tenets of ethnography, such as in-person observation and 
rapport building, and offers nuanced avenues for conducting 
ethnography in closed spaces. dm2643@nau.edu (F-84)

___________________________

MENZIES, Charles (hagwil hayetsk) (UBC) Confronting 
Capitalism, Imperialism, and Settler Colonialism: First Nations 
Authority and Jurisdiction on the Northwest Coast of Canada. 
The history of Gitxaala, my home nation, stretches back beyond 
the last ice age. For millennia upon millennia, our lagyigyet 
(ancestors) have lived in this place. Our histories talk of strangers 
passing through, of refugees fleeing calamity, and of newcomers 
seeking treasure. Some of these people continued their journey; 
others stayed. Some who stayed became productive members 
of our community, but the most recent newcomers, those who 
are called k’amksiwah (settlers), were not content to join our 
communities. The k’amksiwah were driven by other desires. 
Our first encounters with them revolved around trade. We 
retained control over the process of production. As the decades 
of the 1800s passed, the k’amksiwah became more interested 
in possessing the process of production themselves. Our roles 
became more entangled as laborers and brokers of labor. At 
the same time, the tragedy of disease cut our communities in 
half and half again. Circumstance combined with disruption laid 
the foundation of the expansion of industrial capitalism within 
our laxyuup. Drawing from Gitxaala’s experience in the lazyuup 
with k’amksiwah from their first appearance to the present 
(1787-2024) experience, this paper interrogates the conceptual 
framework of capitalism, imperialism, and settler colonialism as 
effective explanatory frameworks that support the continuation 
and resurgence of First Nations authority and jurisdiction. (TH-
114)

___________________________

MERKEL, Larry (UVA) MAGA as a Millenarian Movement: 
Working With Trump Supporters. Having done ethnographically 
informed psychiatry in Central Appalachia, Southwest Virginia, 
for over 20 years, seeing the present political activity around 
MAGA, it has been helpful to understand this movement as 
an example of a Millenarian Movement, based on the concept 

of Revitalization by Wallace. Many of the individuals from 
Appalachian SWVA are Evangelical Christians and, due to 
historical trauma, exploitation, environmental degradation, and 
poverty, have sought divine intervention and the end of time 
as a solution to their circumstances. Understanding this and 
their culture of fear and mistrust has allowed the development 
of an empathic bond in order to address mental health needs, 
especially the prevention and treatment of substance use 
disorders. This paper will explore the historical and social 
determinants that have impacted their lives, resulting in their 
high rate of mental distress, substance abuse, and suicide. 
rlm3u@uvahealth.org (TH-144)

___________________________

MERTUS, Benjamin (OSU) On the Importance of Identity in 
Socioecological Systems Research on Resilience and Futurity in 
Indigenous Contexts. The resilience of socioecological systems 
(SES) is important to both researchers studying sustainable 
development and Indigenous stakeholders planning for 
their futures. Critiques have been leveled at the use of SES 
in Indigenous contexts because of ties between resilience 
thinking and the inequality embedded in global capitalism 
and the colonial heritage of scientific epistemology. Drawing 
from fieldwork on ecotourism development in the Atikamekw 
Nehirowisiw reservation of Manawan, QC, this paper suggests 
that generative SES research in Indigenous contexts necessitates 
understanding stakeholder identity for positive, desire-based 
research outcomes and the decolonization of a popular scientific 
framework. mertus.3@osu.edu (S-40)

___________________________

MEYER, Justin, HAYDE, Donnelley, WEISS, Laura, and HEIMLICH, 
Joe E. (COSI) Sound Travels: Understanding Our Data Together 
Using Data Maps. Sound Travels is an NSF-funded, multi-sited 
project exploring how the sounds surrounding people relate 
to learning experiences in places like parks, zoos, and science 
centers. This paper describes how we used collaborative 
data mapping to facilitate a shared understanding of data we 
collected over the past year from visitors to our research sites. 
This method reveals relationships our team sees in the data, 
reflecting our team’s diverse professional and lived experiences. 
The resulting data maps help us understand areas of divergence 
and agreement among our team and will help us chart a path 
forward together in the project. jmeyer@cosi.org (S-56)

___________________________

MEYER, Laura Grace (UC-Denver) Dying in Groups: An 
Ethnographic Investigation Into Dying in the Contemporary United 
States. There are multiple understandings of and ways of talking 
about death in the U.S. Academic discussions on death and dying 
often miss this multiplicity. My research examines four common 
perspectives for discussing death in the U.S.—medicalization, 
biomedicalization, social movements, and religion. This 
research draws on three weeks of ethnographic methods in a 
large retirement community in the Southeastern U.S., where 
discussions of death are normalized and engaged daily. Focusing 
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on small groups (i.e., churches and workout groups), this research 
reveals the group-level mechanisms connecting broader death 
discourses with individual-level experiences. laura.g.meyer@
ucdenver.edu (F-55)

___________________________

MICHAELIS, Adriane (ECS/NOAA Fisheries) Considering 
Communities in the Development of the Blue Economy: Community 
Vulnerability, Risk, and Opportunity Related to Offshore 
Aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico. Interest in the development of 
offshore aquaculture in the U.S. is paired with a need to consider 
how it might impact coastal communities. This study focused 
on 45 Gulf of Mexico communities to characterize the potential 
impact of offshore aquaculture development. Communities were 
evaluated to consider vulnerability, risk, and opportunity using 
publicly available datasets; resulting patterns were affirmed 
through complementary site visits and interviews. Community 
profiles illustrate a range of characteristics that should be 
considered as part of any future planning or permitting process, 
in addition to informing thoughtful community engagement for 
any prospective offshore operation. adriane.michaelis@noaa.
gov (TH-18)

___________________________

MILLER, Christine Z. and SIGHN PUNI, Tirath (SCAD) Scaling 
Up: From Small Starts to Big Impacts. This paper explores 
how student-led multidisciplinary collaborative projects with 
community actors can scale to have an impact far beyond the 
classrooms in which they were initiated. We argue that applying 
a transdisciplinary approach that melds theoretical frameworks 
and methodological practice from anthropology with design’s 
communicative powers can boost the impact of “classroom 
projects” to resonate within networks over time. The temporal 
dimension is important to consider in thinking about scaling. 
Over time and through the strength of loose ties, concepts and 
practices forged through transdisciplinary perspectives achieve 
scale in unanticipated ways. czmiller@scad.edu (F-45)

___________________________

MILLER, Jason (Washburn U) Reinventing Community Studies: 
Creating a New Minor. This paper details the development of 
a new interdisciplinary, community-engaged, learning-focused 
minor program in community studies at Washburn University. 
The paper chronicles the process of designing a new curriculum 
that integrates theoretical and practical components from 
several academic disciplines (including anthropology and 
sociology), emphasizing community engagement, social justice, 
and experiential learning. The paper discusses the strategic 
planning involved in creating the new minor, stakeholder 
partnerships across the university and community, and new 
course development. Additionally, it highlights the challenges 
faced when creating a program that responds to current societal 
needs and student interests. Insights gained from this experience 
aim to guide other institutions in crafting similar interdisciplinary 
programs. jason.miller2@washburn.edu (F-94)

___________________________

MINGEE, Jess (UIUC) Compatibility of the Entrepreneurial Mindset 
With Development Projects in Non-Industrialized Communities: 
A Case of Zambia. Within international development work, 
Western organizations have the difficult task of meeting their 
own objectives and process requirements while designing a 
solution that supports community needs. This presentation 
discusses an autoethnographic investigation of a for-profit 
startup organization implementing a project in rural Zambia, 
focusing on how decision making is driven by the organization’s 
needs. Despite a profit model centered around community 
impact, the organization has displayed limited bandwidth to 
thoughtfully assess local conditions. Instead, they utilize cookie-
cutter techniques, prioritizing prompt results to please the 
funding entities that support the organization—even if those 
results do not reflect the local perception of impact. jmingee2@
illinois.edu (F-08)

___________________________

MINICH, Katie and CHEYNEY, Melissa (OR State U & Uplift Lab) 
Listening to Doulas in Oregon: Birthing a Sustainable Model. 
Doulas (non-medical birth support professionals) have become 
known in recent years, as research has illuminated their ability 
to affect outcomes, improve experiences for birthing people, 
and save healthcare costs. “Listening to Doulas in Southern 
Oregon” explored doulas’ motivations for coming to work and 
the barriers they face. “Listening to Doulas in Oregon” inquired 
into birthworkers’ perceptions of their value as care workers in 
Oregon. “Birthing a Sustainable Model” asks doulas and doula 
trainers what a sustainable future looks like through Indigenous 
research, reciprocal ethnography, and art-based research 
frameworks. This project aims to empower doulas and help them 
avoid burnout. minichk@oregonstate.edu (W-75)

___________________________

MITCHEL, Andrew (OSU) and DEAN, Jake W. (UCSB) Tradition 
Meets Trend: The Socioecological Dynamics of Mezcal in 
Oaxaca’s Central Valleys. This study examines the socioecological 
changes, dynamics, and futures of Oaxacan mezcal. Our analysis 
is based on ethnographic fieldwork at sites of production, 
consumption, and sale in Oaxaca’s Central Valleys. We argue this 
gastrodevelopment and growing cosmopolitanization causes 
a bifurcation of production between large-scale exporters and 
local, small-scale producers. This marketing of mezcal creates a 
situated tasting experience in Oaxaca that does not translate to 
growth in exports or consumer consciousness for all but those 
who are able to physically visit sites of production. We conclude 
with mezcal futures, viewed through the lens rooted in resolving 
various discontents. mitchel.13@osu.edu (W-22)

___________________________

MITCHEL, Andrew (OSU) Heritage on a Plate: Food and Cultural 
Preservation in the Oaxacan Communities of Columbus, Ohio, 
and Los Angeles, California. In this paper, I will examine the 
community efforts in Oaxacan communities to sustain and 
preserve cultural and culinary traditions in my two U.S.-based 
field sites for doctoral dissertation research: Columbus, Ohio, and 
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Los Angeles, California. I focus on community networks and how 
my interviewees discuss differential access to broader resources 
from governmental and nonprofit authorities in their quest to 
establish business success of their Oaxacan eateries; how they, at 
varying levels, must adapt their food to local conditions in these 
cities; and how they continue to identify with Oaxacan culinary 
specialties as a key part of their cultural heritage. mitchel.13@
osu.edu (W-86)

___________________________

MITCHELL, Keeley (Fielding Grad U) Applied Anthropology in the 
Decolonizing Transnational Migration: Black Women’s Leadership 
Role in the Blaxit Movement. There is a quiet-loud exodus of Black 
Americans permanently leaving the U.S. due to racial oppression. 
Following the likes of James Baldwin, Josephine Baker, Nina 
Simone, Richard Wright, and W.E.B. DuBois, Black Americans 
are seeking the “American Dream” outside the borders of the 
U.S. This inquiry is a digital ethnography of the latest trend of 
Black women leading the global migration of Black Americans. 
Evidenced by social media, Black women have taken up the new 
resistance to racial oppression in the U.S. by advising and leading 
others to live their best lives abroad. In applying a Critical Race 
Theory lens to understand the experience of Black American 
global migrants, this inquiry provides insight into the social 
and political environment of the U.S. and how Black American 
global migrants escape the “smog of Black Oppression” (SOBO) 
by moving abroad. The lift of SOBO is indicative of the positive 
effects of global migration on the mental health. kmitchell@
fielding.edu (S-42)

___________________________

MOFIDI, Hasti (CiPHR), DUBOIS, L. Zachary, (U Oregon), 
LEBRANCHE, Camille and YBARRA, Michele (CiPHR) Building 
Inclusive Sexual Health Programs: A Community-Driven Approach 
to Sexuality Education for Transgender and Nonbinary Youth. 
Across the U.S., transgender and non-binary (TNB) youth face 
disproportionate risks for HIV and pregnancy yet lack access to 
gender-inclusive healthy sexuality programming. In response, we 
developed gender-inclusive programming for TNB youth ages 14-
18 across the U.S. Our community-centered approach included 
11 focus groups, four content advisory teams, and a beta test. 
Recruitment prioritized geographic, racial, and ethnic diversity to 
enhance inclusivity, and questions explored the intersections of 
gender, sex, and society. By integrating community-driven insights 
from hundreds of TNB adolescents into intervention design, 
traditional limitations in sex education frameworks are overcome 
to advance TNB health equity. hasti@innovativepublichealth.org 
(W-143)

___________________________

MOÏSE, Robert (Independent) My Life in the School of Hard 
Knocks: How an Aspiring Anthropologist Became a White 
Cameroonian. Based on research in equatorial Africa and among 
Africans in the diaspora, this paper employs a humorous tone 
to deconstruct and question various foundational principles of 
anthropological fieldwork. It considers the “field” to be a “school 

of hard knocks,” in which anthropological learning proceeds by 
the gradual accumulation of knowledge through cross-cultural 
misunderstandings, conflicts between the researcher’s agenda 
and those of his/her subjects, and various identity projections, 
operating in both directions. In such interactions, analytical pre-
conceptions, research agendas, and taken-for-granted cultural 
assumptions can all be overturned, inspiring considerable soul-
searching and leading to the development of more appropriate 
models and approaches. elymoise@gmail.com (F-40)

___________________________

MONTGOMERY, Enkhe-Tuyaa (McGill U) Non-Body Politics: 
Indigenous Harm Reduction and Ecologies of Care in Canada’s 
Margins. Indigenous people in British Columbia, despite 
making up 3% of the population, experience disproportionately 
high rates of toxic drug deaths. Many harm reduction efforts 
emphasize biomedical wellness alone, neglecting the need for 
spaces of belonging in a context where spatial access is regulated 
by race and intoxication. This paper investigates how public 
health strategies can reinforce racial pathologies and redefines 
Indigenous wellness beyond medical frameworks. It explores 
how non-clinical harm reduction can promote Indigenous futurity 
amid settler-colonial conditions and how these conditions are 
negotiated or refused by those who summon life in the face of 
forces that invite death. enkhe-tuyaa.montgomery@mail.mcgill.
ca (TH-83)

___________________________

MONTINE, John (WillametteCRA) Data From the Disturbed. This 
paper outlines the potential for learning about lithic technology 
based on artifacts identified in disturbed contexts. I use examples 
from sites on the Enumclaw Plateau to examine expected 
impacts on assemblages from plowing, trenching, and other 
kinds of typical disturbance. Incorporating evidence from cultural 
resources reports and fieldwork, I consider effective approaches 
to the analysis of displaced and disturbed lithic assemblages. 
Understanding that some crucial information about cultural 
material is already lost, efforts to gain any available information 
on the cultural materials from disturbed sites will be valuable in 
understanding the historical context. john@willamettecra.com 
(F-73)

___________________________

MOOLENAAR, Elisabeth (Regis U) Disaster Upon Disaster: Life in 
a Sacrifice Zone. The province of Groningen, the Netherlands, has 
been a site for energy production for centuries. From peat to gas 
to renewables, Groningen has provided the rest of the country 
with energy: a legacy of both pride and a sense of exploitation. 
Many inhabitants have been experiencing life in the province as 
filled with disasters linked to this energy production. This paper 
describes their experiences and narratives of disaster, places 
these in the framework of compounded and/or energy disasters, 
and unpacks how these experiences are complexly intertwined 
with the political, economic, and social marginalization of the 
Groningers. emoolenaar@regis.edu (W-110)

___________________________
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MORAIS, Megan (U Sydney) Why Yawulyu (Warlpiri Women’s 
Ceremony) Matters. This paper looks at an anthropological 
case study over time. In 1981, in Willowra, central Australia, 
Warlpiri women chose to have their ceremonial songs, dances, 
and body designs documented with the assistance of an 
anthropologist. Recently, they determined they wanted a 
book of that documentation to help pass on their intangible 
cultural heritage. The impromptu team of anthropologists and 
participating Warlpiri women working in partnership over time 
has led to the means to potentially revitalize a culture that is 
currently undergoing significant change. The paper addresses 
agency, identity, social cohesion, land rights, cultural diversity, 
and change. mlljmorais@aol.com (TH-74)

___________________________

MORERA, Maria (SE Socioenvironmental Rsch), REYNOLDS, 
William (Onda Vision Tech), and TOVAR-AGUILAR, J. Antonio 
(Nat’l Family Farm Coalition) Sens[ors] and Sensibility: Evaluating 
the Usability of a Wearable Hydration Sensor Among Agricultural 
Workers. The performance of strenuous and prolonged 
agricultural work in hot and humid environments can result in 
substantial fluid losses and increase the risk for heat-related 
illnesses. A key problem is the difficulty of monitoring hydration 
levels. Wearable hydration sensors, a recent advance in the 
materials sciences, are capable of assessing the body’s hydration 
in real-time. This study reports the results of biological and 
survey research conducted in September of 2024 to evaluate 
the usability of a wearable hydration sensor among 15 field crop 
workers in north Florida. Preliminary findings characterizing end-
user response and technological performance will be presented. 
(Whova)

___________________________

MORRIS, Chad (ECU) “This Thing Needs a Disco Ball!”: Creating the 
Palau Cancer Screening Task Force. The Palau Cancer Screening 
Task Force was created in 2023 as a partnership between the 
Palau Ministry of Health and Human Services, the Belau Cancer 
Society, and numerous community partners. The Task Force’s 
genesis and actions are rooted in community-based prevention 
marketing. This presentation describes the anthropologist’s 
role in task force creation, partner inclusion, and research 
and evaluation support. Special attention will be paid to the 
relationship between government and community leadership, 
which can often be tenuous given understandably different 
priorities. Launch of a mobile mammography unit exemplifies the 
important role of the community in health promotion and how 
anthropologists can serve as key liaisons between community 
and government. morrisch23@ecu.edu (TH-75)

___________________________

MORRIS, J.S.K. (UWisc), LOUIS, C.N. (CNL), and MORRIS, Richard 
W. (MGI) A Tool for Scaling Ethnography to Support Decision 
Makers in Public Education. This paper shows how data gathered 
via participant observation can be refined and strengthened 
with parallel statistical analysis. An ethnography of STEM 
education in public schools of Maryland, Texas, and the District 

of Columbia over a three-year period is presented as the source 
of observations and potential insights that need refinement 
and testing. These ethnographic insights are then evaluated 
in an iterative fashion using principal component analysis 
(PCA), a method of multifactorial statistical analysis that can 
deepen understanding of context (co-occurrence) and salience 
(causality). This paper demonstrates how using ethnography and 
statistical analysis can enhance the conduct of ethnography and 
enable the transfer of qualitative research findings into practice. 
jmorris28@wisc.edu (F-45)

___________________________

MORRIS, Richard W. (MGI) Towards a Method for Scaling 
Ethnography by Integrating Anthropology and Engineering. 
Here, the author will identify recurring themes and assess them 
through the lenses of applied anthropology, praxis theory, and 
the Engineering Design Process (EDP), that is, identify a problem, 
research solutions, pick the optimal solution, build a prototype, 
test-evaluate, implement pilot solutions, monitor and redesign 
(as needed), and expand what works. Drawing from cognitive 
anthropology and discourse analysis, the author will evaluate 
the methods for scaling according to expressivity, precision, 
accuracy, relevance, endogenous acceptability, exogenous 
validity, and reduction to practice. He will propose a method for 
scaling ethnography to policy and practice. morriscounts@gmail.
com (F-75)

___________________________

MORRISON, Sharon (UNCG), YOUNG, Andrew (Montagnard/
Asian Community Disparities Rsch Network), SUDHA, S. (UNCG), 
and COLM, Sara (Montagnard/Asian Community Disparities 
Rsch Network) The Montagnard/Asian Community Disparities 
Research Network Symposium: An Applied Research Vehicle With 
Low-Income Asian American Communities of Refugee Origin. 
Established in 2012, the Montagnard/Asian Community Disparities 
Research Network fosters interdisciplinary collaboration and 
applied research to address social integration, health, and well-
being of low-income Asian-American communities of refugee 
origin (LIAACRO). The network also offers training and promotes 
culturally competent outreach. This presentation reports on the 
2024 community research symposium that convened state and 
local officials, community members, and scholars with expertise 
in LIAACRO histories and cultures, human rights, cultural and 
applied anthropology, journalism, social work, gerontology, and 
public health. Applying a “ripple effects” framework, we examine 
the symposium’s impact, highlighting emerging research needs 
and practical solutions to challenges. sdmorri2@uncg.edu (F-85)

___________________________

MORTON, Andrew (Portland State U) Review of Forensic 
Fractography of Bone as an Interdisciplinary Science. Forensic 
fractography is an emerging technique within forensic 
anthropology that analyzes fracture surfaces and their 
relationship to crack propagation. By integrating material science 
and archaeology, this approach enhances our understanding of 
fracture mechanics. While much research has focused on ceramic 
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fractography, findings suggest notable similarities between 
ceramic crack propagation and bone fractures. This presentation 
will explore existing studies to highlight the connections between 
these disciplines, emphasizing the significance of interdisciplinary 
collaboration. It will also discuss the practical applications 
of forensic fractography in osteology and forensic science, 
showcasing its potential to improve investigative outcomes and 
deepen our understanding of fracture patterns. (W-96)

___________________________

MOUFARREJ, Sacha (UCSD Sch of Med) The Beirut Port Explosion 
From Afar: Applying Lessons From Exilic Literature to Disaster 
Anthropology. COVID-19 amplified an existing landscape of 
compounding global disasters that revealed medical institutions 
as politicized microcosms of societies, a phenomenon 
requiring anthropological critique. Global lockdowns, however, 
necessitated a rethinking of traditional fieldwork practices on 
this subject. Using virtual fieldwork as a native anthropologist 
studying the 2020 Beirut Port explosion’s impact on the city’s 
hospitals, I propose an “exilic” approach to disaster anthropology, 
inspired by the worldbuilding and social protest potentialities of 
diasporic storytelling. This paper suggests that exilic literature’s 
capacity to represent lived experiences in inaccessible sites 
provides a model for studying disaster from afar and reimagining 
solutions for recovery. (TH-110)

___________________________

MOYO, Lulama (U Notre Dame) Gathering for Liberation: Land, 
Identity, and Social Relations Among BIPOC Farmers in the 
United States. This paper examines the concept of “gathering 
community” as a sacred space of survival, liberation, and self-
determination among Black and Indigenous farmers in the United 
States. Grounded in my three years of field experience, it explores 
how historical processes of enslavement, colonization, migration, 
and racialized land dispossession have shaped the social relations 
embedded in food production and food sovereignty movements. 
Situating contrasts of farmer gatherings within the legacies of 
plantation economies and ongoing struggles for self-reliance, this 
paper highlights Afro-Indigenous approaches to land stewardship, 
cultural continuity, and collective resilience. Through the lens of 
decolonial theory, it analyzes how these communities navigate 
language, identity, and food-related social dynamics, illustrating 
how their gatherings function as sites of resistance, knowledge 
exchange, and reimagined agricultural futures. lmoyo@nd.edu 
(F-107)

___________________________

MUFTI, Maryam, LINN, Colleen, and OWUOR, Patrick Mbullo 
(Wayne State U) Autonomy and Interpersonal Dynamics: The 
Invisible Barriers to the Uptake and Retention of PrEP Among 
Young Women in Kisumu, Kenya. Though HIV prevalence in 
Kenya (3.7%) among the adult population (15-49) has improved, 
the uptake of biomedical prevention interventions such as pre-
exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) remains a challenge, especially 
among young women. Through a qualitative evaluation, this 
study explores influencers on PrEP uptake, retention, and 

adherence for young women in Kisumu, Kenya, emphasizing 
autonomy and interpersonal dynamics. Parental dynamics, peer 
support, and disclosure are critical factors in PrEP uptake and 
adherence. Barriers include side effects, stigma, and limited 
resources. Addressing these barriers while enhancing supportive 
interpersonal relationships may improve PrEP uptake, retention, 
and adherence for young women in Kisumu, Kenya. gv6152@
wayne.edu (S-54)

___________________________

MULLIGAN, Jessica (Providence Coll) Financialization and Health 
Care Worker Wellbeing in Puerto Rico. Financialization siphons 
value from the health system in Puerto Rico, transforming public 
monies for health services into profit for financial firms. This 
paper analyzes interviews with health care workers who are 
laboring amidst intensifying forms of financial extractivism and 
colonialism that capitalize on devalued and disaster-stricken 
places. Financialization shows up in the everyday lives of health 
care workers through low wages, understaffing, resource 
shortages, and organizational instability that contribute to a 
sense of abandonment. Anthropological methods can “people” 
studies of financialization, showing how the harms of this 
model are externalized onto health care workers and patients. 
jmullig5@providence.edu (W-114)

___________________________

MUNIAK, Lindsey (Debt Collective) Medical Debt, Financialization, 
and the Fight for Healthcare as a Public Good. Medical debt is 
growing at an explosive pace in the U.S., with more than 100 
million people—over 40% of adults in the country—actively 
struggling to pay healthcare bills. The issue has gained significant 
media attention and traction on policy agendas in recent years, 
but its relationship to broader trends of financialization in the 
healthcare sector continues to go underexplored. This paper 
will consider the relationship of the growing national medical 
debt crisis to accelerating financialization and monopolistic 
consolidation in the healthcare system and discuss the current 
state of movement organizing and legal strategies attempting to 
intervene against these processes. lindsey@debtcollective.org 
(W-114)

___________________________

MUNOZ PANIAGUA, Lidia (U Oregon) “Picking in the Dark”: On 
How the Temporary Worker (H-2) Visa System Hinders Health 
Care for Temporary Workers. The health vulnerability of H2 visa 
workers is as obvious as it is difficult to measure. Ethnographic 
accounts describe a wide range of health-related vulnerabilities, 
ranging from musculoskeletal injuries, maiming, respiratory 
illness, autoimmune disorders, mental health conditions, and, in 
the worst cases, death. This paper illustrates how the combined 
structural conditions of the U.S. visa system and healthcare 
system create a barrier to health. The ethnographic accounts 
presented highlight the ways in which the visa system is an 
inherently inequitable system that creates conditions that violate 
workers’ dignity and rights. lidiaest@uoregon.edu (W-142)

___________________________
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MURPHY, Dawn and WILLIS, David Blake (Fielding Grad U) 
Applied Anthropology in Participatory Action Research: Elevating 
the Voices of the Folk School Alliance, African American Craft 
Alliance, LifeSchoolHouse, and Community Singing Movement. 
Guided by our ancestors, we sing our way back to hope! The 
Folk Education Network research project represents three 
Participatory Action Research partnerships across the U.S. 
Each research and community activist partnership seeks to 
examine how participatory research approaches support social 
cohesion and collaboration across differences through its unique 
perspective. Hear from the community members and researchers 
involved in this project. What have we learned, and where will 
the learning take us? djmurphy@fielding.edu (S-12)

___________________________

MURPHY, Molly (ICTR, UW-Madison) What Works, for Whom, and 
Under What Circumstances: What Evaluations of Interventions 
Miss When Focused on the General as Opposed to the Particular. 
Positivistic values that dominate medical research continue to 
shape the field of public health evaluation research, often to 
its detriment. This can be observed in intervention goals, what 
constitutes evidence of achieving them, and the methods chosen 
to assess intervention impact. Drawing on evaluation case studies 
from public health interventions with “proven effectiveness” per 
norms of the field, we explore important questions that went 
unasked and stories untold, and the implications of focusing on 
what was planned as opposed to what happened. This discussion 
is grounded in a culturally responsive evaluation lens and engages 
questions of ethics, equity, and epistemology. mollymurphy@
wisc.edu (W-05)

___________________________

MURRAY, Genevra (NYU) and BARNATO, Amber E. (Geisel Sch 
of Med-Dartmouth Coll) Affective Dimensions of Interdisciplinary 
Teamwork: The Role of Palliative Care. Early integration of 
palliative care with oncologic care in interdisciplinary care teams 
for people living with advanced cancer improves the quality of 
life, decreases aggressive, burdensome, and expensive end-of-
life (EOL) treatment, and may extend life expectancy. Despite 
strong enthusiasm for and diffusion of palliative care, our 
understanding of how to optimize palliative care integration 
in cancer care teams is still rudimentary. Grounded in a multi-
sited rapid ethnographic study of palliative care integration in 
advanced cancer care, this paper explores affective dimensions 
of interdisciplinary teamwork, identifying the unmarked affective 
dimensions of palliative care integration as critical to the doing of 
interdisciplinary work. (F-24)

___________________________

MUSCI, Silvia (U Bicocca Milano) Educating Nurses With a 
Social Anthropological Gaze. Contemporary nursing in Italy is 
increasingly taught as a precise technological endeavor with 
little space for the uniqueness and idiosyncrasies of patients as 
human beings. British social anthropologist Tim Ingold describes 
anthropology as an “open science” continually opening up to 
the world and not seeking definitive conclusions. This paper 

applies Ingold’s principles to the theory and practice of Italian 
nursing. Particular emphasis is given to how relationship-building 
and contextual soft skills can be intentionally taught to student 
nurses. An anthropological gaze can help to produce nurses of 
the future who are technologically proficient and also patient-
centered in their approach. s.musci2@campus.unimib.it (Whova)

___________________________

NAAR, Nicole (WA Sea Grant) Voices From the Tideflats: Local 
Perspectives on Aquaculture in Southwest Washington. Willapa 
Bay and Grays Harbor provide a substantial percentage of the 
nation’s cultivated shellfish, and the surrounding counties are 
among the most seafood-dependent in the nation and the most 
socioeconomically and geographically vulnerable in Washington 
state. As part of a broader project focused on ecosystem-based 
management and climate resilience, Washington Sea Grant is 
collecting oral histories from community members connected 
to aquaculture and other natural resource-based livelihoods 
along these “Twin Harbors.” The voices of Tribal harvesters, 
women shellfish farmers, immigrant farmhands, and others 
reveal the lived experiences of rural working waterfronts and the 
importance of traditional and local knowledge. nanaar@uw.edu 
(TH-78)

___________________________

NAJERA MEDELLIN, Jesus Alejandro and NELSON, Donald 
R. (UGA) Local Ecological Knowledge to Evaluate Fishing and 
Conservation of the Pacific Seahorse (Hippocampus Ingens) in 
Sinaloa, Mexico. The Pacific seahorse is an ecologically threatened 
species in Mexico; despite current legislation, their economic value 
continues to drive seahorse commercialization. The lack of fishing 
data and wild population studies makes it challenging to quantify 
the impacts of the ongoing extraction. To assess recent trends in 
seahorse catches, we interview 112 fishers in Sinaloa, Mexico. This 
study reveals incidental and direct catches across six gear types. 
Fishers also reported declining catch rates, seahorse sizes, and 
rising prices. The findings indicate unsustainable exploitation and 
require urgent, collaborative management that integrates local 
fishers’ knowledge to support the conservation and sustainable 
use of seahorses. alejandro.najera@uga.edu (F-18)

___________________________

NAJMAFSHAR, Nafiseh (U Puget Sound) The Effectiveness 
of Preventive Oral Health Interventions on Reducing Dental 
Caries in Children: A Scoping Review. Dental caries is a common 
chronic illness among children worldwide, posing public health 
challenges. Preventive therapies like fluoride treatments, dental 
sealants, and oral health education are widely used, but the 
impact of sociocultural factors is often overlooked. This review 
evaluates data from studies published over the last decade to 
assess the effectiveness of these interventions for children aged 
0 to 12. It will also examine the role of socioeconomic status, 
access to care, and caregiver involvement, providing insights 
into the most effective and culturally competent strategies for 
pediatric oral health care. nnajmafshar@pugetsound.edu (S-53)

___________________________
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NAMDUL, Tenzin (UMN), TIDWELL, Tawni (UW-Madison), CRAIG, 
Sienna (Dartmouth Coll), and WORTHMAN, Carol (Emory U) 
Decolonizing Care in a Pandemic: Tibetan Medical Narratives of 
Therapeutic Outcomes Negotiated Amidst Epidemic Invisibility. 
Efforts to decolonize healthcare in medical anthropology have 
focused on reframing paradigms of cultural competency to address 
foundational reforms in healthcare. This paper presents physician 
narratives based on the lived experiences of Tibetan medical 
practitioners who treated confirmed SARS-CoV-2 infected patients 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The paper calls for reframing the 
role of a major scholastic traditional Asian medical system—Tibetan 
medicine—in serving primary healthcare needs during a global 
modern health crisis by highlighting the structural and cultural 
context of the healing practices and access to care and the biocultural 
dynamics of physician engagement, narratives of compassion, and 
interdependent communities. namdu003@umn.edu (F-84)

___________________________

NAMDUL, Tenzin and MACLEHOSE, Richard (UMN), BUCHWALD, 
Dedra (UW), PASANG, Tenzin (Drepung Loseling Sci Ctr), 
GYATSO, Gelek (Drepung Loseling Monastery) Community-
Based Participatory Research on Alzheimer’s Disease and Related 
Dementias Among Tibetan Buddhist Monks in South India. This 
paper examines the link between Tibetan monastic lifestyle, 
including contemplative practices, and Alzheimer’s disease and 
related dementias via community-based participatory research 
(CBPR). The interdisciplinary team collaborated with six Tibetan 
monastic communities in southern India. The paper presents 
how the research team worked closely with our monastic 
collaborators, from brainstorming, designing, recruiting study 
participants, and implementation to analyzing data. The research 
goals were to estimate the prevalence of possible cognitive 
impairment and associated demographic, lifestyle, and clinical 
risk and protective factors. CBPR provided an opportunity to 
identify common interests and co-create study design to produce 
high-quality data. namdu003@umn.edu (TH-75)

___________________________

NARAHARA, Karine (UNT) From Timber to Carbon Credit: 
Collaborating With Rubber Tapper Families in the Brazilian 
Amazon. The presentation will focus on two decades of 
collaboration with rubber tapper families living in the Iaco 
River, Acre state, Brazil. In the past, these communities faced 
pressures from a well-known logger in the region. More recently, 
this same logger has been running a carbon credit initiative 
that is producing new impacts on their livelihoods. Through 
ethnographic methods, including visual anthropology and digital 
ethnography, I will explore the potential of anthropology to 
support the defense of land and environmental rights in alliance 
with peasant communities in a rapidly changing context where 
green economy policies are spreading over the Amazon. karine.
narahara@unt.edu (S-45)

___________________________

NAVEEN, Shradha (Purdue U) The Precarity of Piped Water 
Futures in Rural South India. Water is a human necessity; 

however, reliable access to water has historically rarely been 
prioritized for rural households in India. In lieu of this, in 2019, the 
Indian Government introduced the Jal Jeevan Mission, a mission 
to provide safe and adequate drinking water through individual 
household connections for all rural households by 2024. In this 
paper, I examine how people’s relationship with water resources is 
changing through the JJM program, which poses to bureaucratize, 
privatize, and modernize access, management, and knowledge of 
water resources. I also analyze the program’s impacts on already 
existing gender and caste inequalities. I do this by using multi-
modal ethnographic data. This research contributes to expanding 
approaches to gendered natural resource management. (W-107)

___________________________

NAYLOR, Ryan (PSU) Sustainable Livelihoods and Sovereignty: 
Methodological Insights From Community-Engaged Research in 
Southeast Alaska. This research uses the concept of livelihood 
sovereignty to explore how southeast Alaskan residents navigate 
cultural conflicts and governance issues associated with 
integrating tourism in communities whose identity is defined by 
natural resource extractive economies. Across three communities 
in southeast Alaska representative of transitional phases of 
tourism development, I conducted 14 months of ethnographic 
fieldwork employing decolonial, community-based approaches, 
including establishing community advisory boards, obtaining 
Tribal Council approval before data collection, and giving 
numerous community presentations. This research provides 
valuable insights into the importance of maintaining community 
connections, building trust, and opportunities to reach decision 
makers across scales. rsn16@psu.edu (F-04)

___________________________

NEEMS, Sophie (ASU) Motivation to Adopt Conservation 
Easements Among Iowa Landowners. Conservation easements 
are one tool used to protect land for natural resources, food 
production, and/or equitable land access in perpetuity. This 
research draws on 40 semi-structured interviews among Iowa 
landowners to explore why they chose to adopt a conservation 
easement. Emerging themes include trust, finances, and a sense 
of place. Beyond contributing an ethnographic perspective to 
a largely survey-dominated field, this research also compares 
the adoption of easements that protect natural resources with 
those that protect agriculture. The project was designed with 
input from major state-level land trusts. Findings will inform 
action steps and growth areas for such nonprofit agricultural 
organizations. sneems@asu.edu (TH-146)

___________________________

NEHUSHTAN, Hilla (U Pitt) Body Size Perceptions Among 
American Jewish Women. Historical studies reveal sociomedical 
views that associated Jews with immorality, fatness, and lust, 
connecting them to stereotypes of Blackness and immigrants 
and positioning them as outsiders to the White bodily ideals in 
the U.S. The current study explores perceptions of bodywork 
among Jewish women in North America today. Based on 20 
semi-structured interviews, this study ties the scholarly worlds 
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of medical anthropology, religious studies, fat studies, and 
gendered bodywork and asks how religious Jewish women in 
the U.S. perceive body size and negotiate the intersection of 
gendered expectations, religious prescriptions, food restrictions, 
and community ideals. Preliminary results focus on the pressure 
for thinness before wedlock, challenges with parenthood amid 
obesity scares and diet culture defiance, and complex relations 
with parents and family members about body and self-image. 
hin22@pitt.edu (TH-25)

___________________________

NELSON, Miriam, RADONIC, Lucero, and EDGELEY, Catrin 
(NAU) Taking Action Together?: Responsibility for Post-Fire Flood 
Mitigation in a Multi-Jurisdictional Landscape. Post-fire flooding 
is of increasing concern for communities across the American 
West due to climatic and ecological changes, along with urban 
development. In mitigating risk posed by these events, it is 
important to understand how responsibility to act is perceived 
by both institutional actors and affected residents. This study 
employs semi-structured interviews, mental models, and 
participant observation to understand stakeholder interactions 
in the multi-jurisdictional landscape of Flagstaff, Arizona. In 
particular, how responsibility is conceptualized and to whom it is 
ascribed contributes to the resilience of communities in the face 
of disasters. This is critical for informing collective management 
actions. mln288@nau.edu (W-80)

___________________________

NGUYEN, Ann and JONES, Eric C. (UTH TMC) Political Participation 
and Community Cohesion as Mediators of Wellbeing Following 
Hazard Events. Using ethnographic data gathered from over 100 
societies, we analyze how political participation and community 
cohesion serve as mediators of societal well-being following 
different hazard events. We explore various outcomes of resilience 
that contribute to loose or strong community cohesion and 
political participation, such as intergenerational commitment, 
treatment of children, defensive capabilities, and response to 
widespread hunger. Comparing these outcomes across societies, 
we model levels of well-being following hazard events that affect 
living conditions and daily activities. annktnguyen@gmail.com 
(F-70)

___________________________

NGUYEN, Chloe (SJSU) Caring for and to Be Cared For: Examining 
Collective Care Among the Older Vietnamese Community in San 
Jose’s Vietnam Town. This presentation discusses perceptions 
of care among older Vietnamese people in San Jose, CA. San 
Jose has the largest Vietnamese population outside of Vietnam, 
yet their experiences remain largely underrepresented in care 
theory. I draw from theoretical frameworks of collective care and 
social support to examine the complex care relationships and 
highlight the multifaceted roles older Vietnamese people play in 
their community. By utilizing ethnographic methods, including 
participant observation and semi-structured interviews, this 
paper highlights the importance of understanding the specific 
needs of the older Vietnamese people and amplifies their 

voices for greater representation and acknowledgment of their 
experiences. chloe.nguyen@sjsu.edu (W-53)

___________________________

NICHOLLS, Heidi (UW Oshkosh) Revitalizing Our Campus 
Community: Empowering Students and Enhancing Belonging. 
This paper explores student sense of belonging within a 
university context, revealing how social interactions, institutional 
practices, and cultural dynamics shape experiences. Through 
participant observation, focus groups, and in-depth interviews, 
key themes emerged, emphasizing the revitalizing impact of 
peer relationships, faculty support, and campus involvement 
on feelings of inclusion. Applied anthropology’s focus on real-
world implications deepens our understanding of barriers like 
isolation and marginalization. Findings highlight the necessity 
of fostering inclusive environments to promote student success 
and community cohesion, demonstrating how anthropological 
insights can revitalize educational spaces and enhance student 
well-being. Nichollsh@uwosh.edu (TH-66)

___________________________

NICHOLS-BELO, Amy (Mercer U) Compliance, Resistance, and 
Rage: COVID-19, Politics, and Protest in Nairobi, Kenya. Kenya’s 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic was to implement strict 
lockdowns, regulating the movement and livelihood of people. 
As a result, many Nairobi residents suffered economic insecurity, 
food shortages, and police brutality. During 2024 interviews, 
I was surprised that despite these difficulties, most of my 
interlocutors supported Kenyan policy while also describing 
the difficulties they experienced. In this paper, I examine the 
contradictions between compliance with government lockdowns 
and the rage experienced by economically disenfranchised and 
boarding school students. I conclude by tracing this rage as 
a source of resistance and call for protest during the 2024 tax 
demonstrations. nichols-belo_a@mercer.edu (F-54)

___________________________

NICHOLSON, Erin, BERGSTROM, Ashley, and FAAS, A.J. (SJSU) 
Object Biographies From Japanese-American Incarceration. Among 
the unsettling legacies of the WWII-era incarceration of Japanese 
Americans are the polarizing memories of forms of resistance, 
service, suffering, and dis/loyalty within the community. In 
collaboration with the Japanese-American Museum of San Jose, 
California, we examined the multifaceted biographies of objects 
in their incarceration exhibit. We share our methodology for 
“object biography” interviews to facilitate dialog across varieties 
of differences within the community while unsettling racialized 
discourses implicated in incarceration and its afterlives. We present 
key themes of resourcefulness, resistance, and humanization while 
locating overlapping and contrasting meanings of certain objects, 
from hand-carved wooden birds to camp barracks and military 
memorabilia. erin.nicholson@sjsu.edu (F-50)

___________________________

NILSSON, Annika (WUSTL) “Do People Really Believe That?”: 
Implicit Models of Belief in Health Misinformation Interventions. 
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The prevalence of health-related misinformation on the internet 
is a matter of substantial social concern and academic interest. 
Interventions seeking to combat misinformation tend to employ 
a narrow set of assumptions about both the nature of belief and 
the relationship between belief and behavior. While informed 
by sound cognitive science, their restricted scope renders them 
out of step with the actual contexts in which online information 
seekers encounter, evaluate, and act on information. Drawing 
on ethnographic research with users of online illness support 
groups, this paper argues for an expanded, ecological approach 
to the problem of misinformation. atnilsson@wustl.edu (W-05)

___________________________

NISOTEL, Lauren (Kaiser Permanente GA), HSU, Clarissa (Kaiser 
Permanente WA), WILSON, Kanetha (Kaiser Permanente GA), 
ARTHUR, Kim (Kaiser Permanente WA), SENTURIA, Kirsten 
(GAPPS & UW Sch of Med), and KONÉ, Ahoua (GAPPS & UW) 
Contradictions Between COVID-19 Vaccine Information and Lived 
Experience Among Long-Term Care Center Workers. The COVID-19 
pandemic profoundly impacted long-term care (LTC) workers, 
who were subject to mass casualties, changing information, 
high-risk exposures, and vaccine mandates. LTC workers’ lived 
experiences of trauma and loss of bodily autonomy influenced 
their attitudes, knowledge, and beliefs about the COVID-19 
vaccines. We present how lived experiences of COVID-19 
infection and vaccination created complex and contradictory 
reactions to COVID-19 vaccines. During the focus groups, LTC 
workers cited discrepancies between lived experience and 
public health ads used to promote the COVID-19 vaccines. These 
findings have implications for how public health campaigns 
navigate the complexity of lived experience and vaccine science. 
lauren.e.nisotel@kp.org (F-114)

___________________________

NORMAN, Karma (NOAA Fisheries) and WANG, Changhua (ECS/
NOAA Fisheries) Socio-Demographic Impacts of Sea Level Rise 
and Storm Surge on Coastal Fishing Communities. Coastal fishing 
communities are often dependent on marine fisheries resource 
to meet their economic, social, and cultural needs. Changes 
in both fishing regulations and climate conditions such as sea 
level rise and storm surge could result in substantial impacts 
on coastal fishing communities, especially those with salient 
social vulnerability concerns. This study uses NOAA Fisheries’ 
community social vulnerability indicators (CSVI) to identify top 
fishing communities with salient socio-demographic risks, and 
situates them within the potential impacts of sea level rise and 
storm surge events. karma.norman@noaa.gov (W-70)

___________________________

NTOW, Maura Cranny (U Copenhagen) From Ghana and Nigeria: 
The Untold COVID-19 Pandemic Psychological Experiences. 
The study aimed at identifying and making known the hidden, 
untold stories of the psychological experiences of the COVID-19 
pandemic in West Africa, specifically in Nigeria and Ghana. From 
ethnographic fieldwork interviews, newspaper reports, and 
artistic productions related to the COVID-19 pandemic published 

in scientific journals, I found that the psychological experience of 
the COVID-19 pandemic was related to the worsening incidents 
of crime, deteriorating standard of living, hunger, and economic 
hardships resulting from the lockdown. Despite these, Ghanaians 
and Nigerians remained relatively mentally well. This implies that 
the experience of suffering should be perceived more holistically 
than symptom hunting. mauracrannyntow@hum.ku.dk (TH-66)

___________________________

NWAFOR, Jessica (UKY) The Reproductive Currency: Sperm 
Trafficking and Rituals in Ghana. This paper leverages investigative 
journalistic reports to analyze the illegal sale of semen-filled 
condoms in Ghana, primarily for rituals. I argue that semen, a 
reproductive cell, adopts a transactional value in Ghana’s shadow 
economy, elevating it to a “reproductive currency.” The paper 
intersects poverty and illicit economies to challenge conventional 
ideas of reproduction. It also raises critical questions about bodily 
autonomy and spiritual exploitation, with harmful implications 
for men’s health and well-being. jonw222@uky.edu (F-116)

___________________________

NYSSA, Zoe (Purdue U) Algorithms and Environmental 
Governance: “Everyone Knows That They Don’t Work—But They 
Do.“ Computational models and technologies such as AI underpin 
much environmental policy and governance, informing decisions 
about climate adaptation, species protections, community 
development, and more. How should we understand these models 
when, as one scientist explained, “everyone knows that they don’t 
work—but they do”? In what ways do these computational tools 
“work” socially, politically, economically, and environmentally? 
This talk describes recent collaborative, interdisciplinary 
research in close partnership with conservation organizations 
and the international biodiversity science community. Assessing 
emerging computational practices and their implications for good 
governance suggests ways to advance more effective and just 
forms of environmental decision making. (W-47)

___________________________

O’LEARY, Heather (USF) Vital Contaminations: Emergent 
Concerns About Seafood in Tampa Bay, Florida. Between “forever 
chemicals,” marine plastic, algal toxins, pesticides, UV filters, oil 
spills, heavy metals, and bio-waste, there is an increasing threat 
to marine life and potentially the economies and humans that 
rely upon it. Coastal community members, fisheries workers, and 
environmental managers make both personal seafood decisions 
and inform regulatory policies. This paper explores the initial 
survey findings of a multi-year, transdisciplinary study of a large 
urbanized estuary—Tampa Bay, Florida—to investigate seafood 
contaminant distribution, concentration, and seasonality. This 
paper examines the social dimensions of diverse stakeholder 
experts and how they physically and conceptually encounter 
contamination. oleary@usf.edu (S-48)

___________________________

ODHIAMBO, Silvia and ONYANGO, Elizabeth (U Alberta), OWUOR, 
Patrick Mbullo (Wayne State U & Pamoja Community Based 
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Org), KIPLAGAT, Joyce (U Alberta), OBONDO, Doreen (Pamoja 
Community Based Org) The Consequences of COVID-19 on Urban 
Informal Female Food Vendors: Experiences From Post-Pandemic 
Recovery Strategies Among Women in Kisumu City, Kenya. The 
impacts of COVID-19 on food security, especially among women 
in informal settlements, continue to be felt several years post-
pandemic. While there is substantial literature on the effects 
of COVID-19 on businesses, the long-term recovery strategies 
and support systems for informal female-owned enterprises 
are underexplored. We qualitatively explored post-pandemic 
recovery food security practices among female food vendors 
from the informal urban settlements. Participants reported 
community and family networks as critical financial and social 
support resources during and after the pandemic. Interventions 
to support social safety nets may enhance resilience, sustainable 
recovery strategies, and food security among informal urban 
dwellers. saodhiam@ualberta.ca (F-115)

___________________________

OGBOGU, Angela (UCR) Healthcare as a Lack of Care? Lack of 
harm reduction education in clinical settings leaves healthcare 
providers with a stigmatized perception of patients’ substance 
use. Qualitative interviews with community stakeholders reveal 
hesitations around safe drug consumption sites and providing 
safe drug use supplies, including naloxone (opioid overdose 
reversal medication). Likewise, participant interviews indicate 
that the insurance-driven medical system puts them at greater 
risk of overdose in the absence of clinical care. This paper 
explores the relationship between clinicians and the community 
to guide our current efforts to transform medical school curricula 
and instill future healthcare providers in the principles of harm 
reduction. (W-113)

___________________________

OLIVER, Elisha (Texas Folklife) Practicing Anthropology in 
Nonprofit Arts and Culture Organizations. As both the Executive 
Director of Texas Folklife and a practicing anthropologist, 
I navigate the intersection of cultural preservation and 
organizational leadership, applying anthropological methods to 
enhance community engagement, program development, and 
sustainability. This paper explores how anthropology serves 
as a vital tool in nonprofit arts and culture settings, informing 
approaches to diversity, equity, and inclusion while fostering the 
transmission of intangible cultural heritage. Through ethnographic 
research, community-based storytelling, and participatory 
models, I demonstrate how anthropological practice revitalizes 
and strengthens cultural organizations’ capacities to address 
complex social issues, prevent cultural erasure, and sustain 
living traditions in rapidly changing environments. eoliver@
texasfolklife.org (W-97)

___________________________

OLMOS ROSAS, Gabriela and DREW, Elaine (UAF) Diabetes 
Without Borders: The Transnational Health Project of Alaskan 
Hispanics. Diabetes remains a leading cause of mortality in Alaska, 
with Hispanic Alaskans bearing a disproportionately high burden. 

Ethnographic research among prediabetic and diabetic Hispanic 
immigrants in Anchorage reveals a nuanced transnational health 
project in response to systemic barriers, notably limited access 
to U.S. health insurance. Regular journeys to home countries 
facilitate access to treatments and medications, blending Latin 
American healing traditions with biomedical regimens and 
creating complex, often conflicting, therapeutic landscapes. 
By foregrounding these transnational practices, this research 
underscores the need for providers and policymakers to 
recognize and address the cross-border healthcare realities to 
improve health outcomes in this population. gaolmosrosas@
alaska.edu (S-24)

___________________________

OLSON, Ernest (Wells Coll, Emeritus) Disruption and Continuity 
in Higher Education. This paper presents an autoethnographic 
perspective on some possible outcomes when an institution of 
higher learning downsizes or closes altogether. I provide a case 
study of the abrupt closure of a central New York liberal arts college 
as one way to illuminate a wider discussion of the challenges 
for applied anthropology in the 21st century. A focus on the 
abrupt end to (1) student research on community gardening, (2) 
town-gown coordinated efforts for Native American educational 
outreach, and (3) student ethnographic research projects allows 
for critical evaluation of impacts on affected faculty and staff, 
students, and the local community. ernie.olson2000@gmail.com 
(W-94)

___________________________

ONYANGO, Elizabeth and CATACUTAN, Keziah Ann (U Alberta) 
Comfort Food or Comfort in Food: Revealing Ethnic Food 
Access Concerns and Implications on Immigrant Community 
Engagement. Food and the rich history of traditional dishes are 
central to many cultures. Conversely, ethnic food insecurity is a 
significant yet overlooked public health issue for immigrants in 
Canadian urban centers like Edmonton. In the post-pandemic 
landscape and with rising costs of living, access to culturally 
familiar foods and previously established community connections 
have been disrupted. Through in-depth interviews, Filipino food 
store workers reveal how systemic challenges restrict the ability 
to meet community dietary needs. In addition, observations also 
assess the selection and quality of imported foods, emphasizing 
the urgent need for solutions to this pressing issue within growing 
immigrant communities. eonyango@ualberta.ca (W-112)

___________________________

ONYANGO, Elizabeth and ONYANGO, Janet (U Albert), OWUOR, 
Patrick Mbullo (Wayne State U) The Role of Female Vendors in 
the Informal Food Economy of Secondary Cities in the Developing 
Countries: Qualitative Insights From Kisumu City, Kenya. The 
COVID-19 pandemic disrupted household livelihood sources 
globally. While many households have employed different 
recovery strategies, the role of informal food vendors in post-
COVID-19 household food security strategies, especially in urban 
centers, has been underexplored. We qualitatively examined 
the experiences of female informal food vendors in Kisumu City 
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during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. Female food vendors 
reported providing employment, food access, and domestic 
labor, thus sustaining household food security. Therefore, 
female informal food vendors are critical to urban household 
food security. However, sustainability and resilience remain 
challenging. eonyango@ualberta.ca (S-22)

___________________________

ORTIZ, Cristina (UMN-Morris) Rural Latinx and Immigrant 
Placemaking: Ethno-Religious Celebrations in the 21st Century 
Midwest. I examine ethno-religious celebrations across 
small towns in Iowa and Minnesota to illustrate how these 
demonstrate complex and intertwined experiences of locality 
and transnationalism. Activities like Virgen de Guadalupe 
processions, folkloric dance performances, and kermés support 
a sense of belonging, pride, and solidarity in Latinx and 
immigrant rural communities, but they can also be spaces where 
inequalities and stereotypes around gender, class, and race 
are reinforced. Recognizing that rural immigrant communities 
are simultaneously impacted by and actively shaping what it 
means to be Latinx in the U.S. is essential to understanding the 
experiences of rural immigrants and their communities. cortiz@
morris.umn.edu (TH-05)

___________________________

OSIKA, Jocie, LINN, Colleen, and OWUOR, Patrick Mbullo (Wayne 
State U) Agency and Temporality in Unconditional Cash Transfers 
for HIV Risk Reduction Among Young Women in Kisumu, Kenya. 
In sub-Saharan Africa, young women record the highest rates 
of new infections of HIV/AIDS. Unconditional cash transfers to 
vulnerable populations are one structural intervention intended 
to curb the worsening situation by increasing vulnerable 
populations’ agency. While these programs seek to cultivate 
positive behavior changes, their temporality and counter-
agency are yet to be adequately evaluated. This paper employs a 
neoliberal governmentality framework to examine unconditional 
cash transfer programs as temporally aligned social projects. The 
results provide insights into how young women can claim and 
reclaim their agency within this structure through practices of 
acceptance and resistance. hd9911@wayne.edu (W-26)

___________________________

OSORIO, Tailyn (USF) Investigating the Lived Experiences of 
Youth With Disabilities in Barbados. This anthropological 
research project explores the experiences of children with 
disabilities in informal learning settings in Barbados. It 
examines how these children navigate their world and engage 
in learning outside formal education. Using child-centered 
methods, the study challenges prevailing narratives that 
overlook their agency and expertise. By applying insights 
from the anthropology of learning, it investigates how 
learning unfolds in the social and cultural contexts of daily 
life. Analyzing social interactions, peer relationships, and 
environments, the project aims to reveal how these children 
acquire knowledge, develop skills, and shape their identities. 
The findings will enhance both theoretical understanding and 

practical approaches to inclusive education. tailynmosorio@
gmail.com (S-38)

___________________________

OTHS, Kathryn (UA) and RADCLIFFE, Olivia (UMass Amherst) 
Seeing Again: Failing Vision and a Simple Remedy in the Peruvian 
Highlands. Vision is a neglected area of focus in anthropology. 
During research in the Peruvian highlands in 2019 as part of the 
NSF-funded multi-site ENDOW Project, we noticed the difficulty 
participants had in seeing to read. During the 2024 wave of 
data collection, we fitted the majority of those over 50 years 
of age with over-the-counter readers. All were astonished and 
overjoyed to discover a solution to their failing eyesight. Off-the-
shelf reading glasses are unknown in Peru; a prescription would 
cost several months of income. Brazil has remedied this problem 
in recent years by allowing the sale of readers. We will petition 
the Ministry of Health for a similar change in optical regulations. 
koths@ua.edu (S-53)

___________________________

OTOADESE, Destiny and ONYANGO, Elizabeth (U Alberta), 
KAMARA, Issa (SCDO) Barriers and Facilitators to Engagement 
in Collective Community Gardening Among Black African 
Immigrants in Edmonton. Black Canadians are at higher risk of 
experiencing moderate to severe food insecurity. Studies have 
associated community garden (CG) participation with improved 
food access; however, little is known about the barriers to and 
facilitators of engagement in CG initiatives among this population. 
Data collection for this study involved online surveys (n=110), 
in-depth interviews (n=10), and Afrocentric sharing circles (n=2, 
8-12 participants each) to obtain nuanced participant narratives. 
The study identifies structural (e.g., land use regulations, racial 
discrimination) and personal factors (e.g., knowledge gaps, 
language barriers) influencing collective garden engagement. 
Findings will contribute to knowledge of immigrant experiences 
in community spaces and inform culturally responsive CG 
interventions. otoadese@ualberta.ca (W-86)

___________________________

OWUOR, Patrick Mbullo (Wayne State U) Values, Beliefs, and 
Norms: A Theoretical Approach to Understanding Household 
Water Insecurity Coping Strategies. Though water insecurity 
remains a global challenge, households, especially in water-
stressed countries, employ multiple coping strategies to 
overcome these challenges. However, the role of values, beliefs, 
and norms in shaping how and why households choose some 
strategies over others is under-explored. This qualitative study 
employed the Value, Beliefs, and Norms theory to understand 
household water insecurity coping strategies among dam-
displaced women. Findings suggest that individual values and 
religious and traditional beliefs influence how people respond to 
water situations. VBN, as a theoretical framework, can enhance 
our understanding of household water insecurity coping 
strategies and human-water interactions. owuor@wayne.edu 
(W-26)

___________________________
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OYEWOLE, Abraham (ASU) Role of Older Siblings in Child Care and 
Education Among IDPs in Nigeria. This study investigates the roles 
of older siblings in caring for and providing educational support 
for their younger siblings within Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs) communities. This ethnographic research is focused 
on a Catholic Church-managed hostel in Nigeria and examines 
how older students, away from their parents, assume parental 
responsibilities. It highlights their involvement in church and 
hostel duties. Furthermore, it explores the view of parents about 
their children’s academic performance and growing sense of 
responsibility. These observations offer a deeper understanding 
of the adaptive methods IDP families use to maintain educational 
continuity and family cohesion in the face of displacement. 
aioyewol@asu.edu (S-22)

___________________________

PACKAGE-WARD, Christina (NOAA Fisheries) Conducting an Oral 
History Listening Tour to Understand Fisheries Issues and History 
in the Gulf. This paper examines oral histories conducted by the 
author in the Gulf of Mexico region of the U.S. using a listening 
tour style approach involving conducting oral histories during a 
period of time but without a particular research focus. These oral 
histories were gathered to provide a greater understanding of 
fisheries issues and history and to preserve this information for 
future generations. Interviewees include those involved in fishing 
and fisheries, such as fishermen, fish dealers, and fisheries 
managers. Preliminary results of this work will be examined, such 
as themes and information relevant to social aspects of fisheries 
management work. christina.package-ward@noaa.gov (TH-78)

___________________________

PAGE, Sarah (ECU) Feminist Praxis as Ethnographic Pedagogy: 
Dispatches From the Undergraduate Classroom. For most of 
the formative years of our current undergraduates, feminism 
has been under attack, making it taboo yet necessary. My 
response: a feminist course designed to empower students 
to resist patriarchy. Recently, I taught a feminist ethnography 
course to upper-division undergraduates aligned with feminist 
praxis, drawing upon equitable design and trauma-informed 
pedagogy. Here, I explore innovative teaching that prepares 
students to read and write about women’s lives, connects their 
own individual and collective identities, fosters vulnerability in 
the classroom, and challenges them to find their voices through 
writing. These dispatches demonstrate the continued relevancy 
of feminist discourse to undergraduates, transforming their lives 
and worldviews. pagesa18@ecu.edu (W-94)

___________________________

PAIGE, Julianne (OR State U) and BENYSHEK, Daniel C. (UNLV) 
Maternal Placentophagy: A Scoping Review of Its Emergence 
as a Reproductive Practice. This introductory study will present 
a scoping review that investigates maternal placentophagy as a 
complementary practice in reproductive health. The consumption 
of the placenta during the postpartum period is an emerging 
practice due to its purported therapeutic benefits, with advocates 
suggesting benefits such as improved mood, increased lactation, 

reduced fatigue, and accelerated physical recovery postpartum. 
This study aims to systematically assess the existing literature on 
maternal placentophagy to provide a clearer understanding of 
current research trends and implications of this emerging health 
practice to inform future studies and contribute to the ongoing 
discussion of complementary and integrative postpartum health 
practices. (W-75)

___________________________

PALLAS-BRINK, Jara (Wayne State U) Shared Tables: Reimagining 
Reciprocity in Community Food Aid. This paper examines the shifting 
dynamics of food aid, focusing on community-driven approaches 
that challenge traditional charity models. Drawing on ethnographic 
fieldwork in a peri-urban town in Southeast Michigan during and 
after the COVID-19 pandemic, it explores how mutual aid networks 
and other grassroots food aid initiatives blur the lines between 
“givers” and “takers,” fostering collective responsibility and shared 
agency. This paper explores how reciprocal food aid practices 
negotiate complex power relations, build deep social solidarity, and 
challenge systems of care. Critically examining relationships within 
food aid spaces contributes to the anthropology of food, disaster, 
and mutual aid. jaroslava.pallas@wayne.edu (F-115)

___________________________

PAN, Yining (WUSTL) What Is the Position of Infertility and Fertility 
Healthcare Within the Reproductive Justice Movement? Although 
fertility healthcare falls within the concerns of Reproductive 
Justice (RJ), it only takes up a marginal position within the 
movement. Neither has the anthropological research on fertility 
healthcare and assisted reproductive technologies (ARTs) fully 
engaged with the RJ framework. In this presentation, I explore 
potential reasons for fertility healthcare’s awkward position 
within the RJ movement and argue for ways to think about the 
troubles. I seek to reinforce fertility healthcare as an RJ issue and 
explain how it can both enrich the RJ framework and bring about 
new ways to think about the social studies of ARTs. p.yining@
wustl.edu (W-55)

___________________________

PARFITT, Anne (CWU), MCFARLAND, Douglas (CWU & PNNL), 
HACKENBERGER, Steven and QUINN, Sterling (CWU), CAPUDER, 
Karen (Confederated Colville Tribe), GAMBINO, Joseph (CWU) 
Roots and Rocks: Culturally Important Plants and Archaeological 
Sites. Traditional foods are part of both past and present Native 
American land use. Ethnographically, root plants are part of 
seasonal feasts, celebrations, and day to day life. In an ongoing 
survey project designed with Tribal input and implemented by 
CWU and DAHP, crews systematically map ethnographically 
significant plant communities associated with archaeological 
sites. The approach lends itself to identifying connections 
between plants and people. This approach, when informed by 
Tribal input, provides a more comprehensive understanding of 
cultural landscapes and the distribution of archaeological sites 
on these landscapes. (F-25)

___________________________
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PARK, Young Su (Seoul Nat’l U) Rethinking Climate Risk and 
Vulnerability: Observations From Kiribati. Kiribati islanders 
suffer from the triple burden of communicable diseases, non-
communicable diseases, and their concomitant exacerbation by 
the climate crisis. An anthropological field study was conducted 
to investigate climate change risk perceptions, health impacts, 
and culturally acceptable climate resilience-building options in 
Kiribati. Oceanfront households, occupants of traditional houses, 
female-headed households, and people living with disabilities 
are particularly vulnerable to the impact of climate change. The 
persistent rationality of nuclear tests in Christmas Island provides 
a historical vantage point to understand the current impact of 
the climate crisis in Kiribati. It questions public health approaches 
based on the notions of climate risk perception and adaptation. 
youngsupark@snu.ac.kr (TH-20)

___________________________

PARKS, Melissa and BEAUDREAU, Anne (UW), WISE, Sarah (AK 
Fisheries Sci Ctr) Management Assemblages: Exploring Structural 
and Affective Factors Shaping Food Security and Sovereignty 
Considerations in Bering Sea Fisheries Management. New 
challenges in fisheries management are highlighting the need 
for management processes and policies to better address issues 
relating to food security and food sovereignty. Using assemblage 
thinking, this study examines the interactions of multiple 
structural, legal, economic, and affective factors that shape 
the ways that food security and food sovereignty are currently 
being considered in the Bering Sea federal fisheries management 
process. Results indicate that certain changes to the assemblage, 
such as increasing formal participation of Alaska Native Tribes 
and targeted use of social science data, could lead to a greater 
ability to address these issues through policy. mmparks@uw.edu 
(W-10)

___________________________

PATAKI-SCHWEIZER, Kerry and COLE, J. David (Burke Museum 
of History & Culture, UW) Local Participation and Engagement: 
A Research Project in Papua New Guinea. This project involves 
ethno-archaeological fieldwork in the area south of Mt. 
Wilhelm in the Eastern Highlands of Papua New Guinea, with 
researchers from New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, and the U.S. 
It includes Indigenous sources for site information, site work, 
and instruction, particularly women who do the gardening, know 
the landscape, carry traditions and history, and have done so 
there for at least 6,000 years. This project particularly reflects 
present ethical concerns about fieldwork, sharing, and training 
with local sources and includes national university graduates in a 
cooperative engagement that promises to be productive in many 
ways. kjpataki@gmail.com (TH-74)

___________________________

PATTERSON, Dillon (NPS) Subsistence in a Changing Climate: 
Employing Indigenous Knowledge in Caribou Management at 
Katmai National Preserve. After its peak in the 1990s, Southwest 
Alaska’s largest caribou herd, the Mulchatna Herd, declined 
from over 200,000 animals to less than 12,000. This decline 

led to a hunting moratorium across the Mulchatna range, 
posing immense threats to local subsistence lifeways. Some 
subsistence communities advocate for hunting of smaller caribou 
populations understood to be separate from the Mulchatna 
Herd. Here, I describe the application of Indigenous knowledge 
in management decisions surrounding one small resident 
population of caribou in Katmai National Preserve, as well as the 
implications these decisions have for local villages and long-term 
caribou conservation in a changing climate. dillon_patterson@
nps.gov (W-08)

___________________________

PAXTON, Brittany (American U) A Literature of Review of Barriers 
and Issues in Medical Interpretation. Access to professional 
medical interpretation for low English proficiency speakers is 
guaranteed by legislation and recommended by professional 
standards. However, the use of unqualified interpreters remains 
common. In the U.S., cost is often given as the reason for 
relying on more ad hoc options for interpretations. However, 
literature about similar issues in countries such as Canada or 
Australia, which have forms of universal healthcare, call this into 
question. Therefore, my paper will analyze current literature 
and other sources to better understand why barriers to medical 
interpretation continue to exist and how they might be alleviated. 
bpax812@gmail.com (Whova)

___________________________

PAZ LEMUS, L. Tatiana (Vanderbilt U) Rethinking Childhoods and 
Childhood Obesity Through a Cultural Contexts of Health Approach. 
This paper explores the application of the Cultural Contexts of 
Health approach to the conceptions of Childhoods and Childhood 
Obesity in Global Health. Based on the WHO’s Behavioral and 
Cultural Insights Unit model, the Vanderbilt Cultural Contexts of 
Health and Wellbeing initiative aims to show how accounting for 
cultural contexts and lived experiences can help identify upstream 
sources of health inequalities. In this paper, I aim to map out 
the colonial legacies in producing scientific knowledge about 
childhoods and childhood obesity and the challenges of including 
medical humanities and children’s epistemologies in public health 
policy. lt.paz.lemus@vanderbilt.edu (F-37)

___________________________

PEARSE, Grace (Binghamton U) Biosocial Communities of 
Disability: Biosociality, Disability, and the Internet. There is a 
significant literature gap concerning how disabled individuals 
use online resources to form social groups that use a shared 
disability status as a unifying factor and are not oriented around 
cure-seeking or research lobbying. This paper addresses this 
gap by drawing from Paul Rabinow’s concept of biosociality to 
demonstrate how individuals with motor disabilities use online 
forums for community building. My research demonstrates that 
online disabled communities not only create opportunities to 
share diagnoses but also to forge interpersonal connections and 
foster understanding and empowerment, making these online 
spaces akin to families for their long-time participants. (Whova)

___________________________
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PEREZ ZEPEDA, Eva, CARRERA DEL VALLE, Ricardo, HENRY, 
Doug, and HENRY, Lisa (UNT) Understanding the Experiences of 
Food Insecurity Among International Graduate Students. Food 
insecurity among college students is higher than the national 
average. Prevalence studies report that 14–59% of students 
are food insecure at some point during their college career. 
International graduate students at a large public university have 
one of the highest prevalence rates among all students. This 
paper discusses the unique experiences specific to international 
graduate students and food insecurity. Findings include limited 
job opportunities, limited access to culturally appropriate 
food, reliance on limited public transportation, and a period of 
dependence on the food pantry when they first arrived. The 
authors provide recommendations to Student Affairs for specific 
resource solutions. lisa.henry@unt.edu (F-115)

___________________________

PEREZ, Justin (UCSC) Night Work: How Curfews and Gender-
Based Travel Restrictions Impacted Transfeminine and Travesti 
Migrant Communities During the COVID-19 Pandemic in Iquitos, 
Peru. The city of Iquitos, Peru, experienced some of the most 
devasting waves of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and 2021. I 
partnered with the community-based organization La Comunidad 
Homosexual de Esperanza Región Loreto (CHERL) in Iquitos to 
examine the impacts of the pandemic on transfeminine and 
travesti migrant communities in the city. This paper describes 
how experimental public health policies implemented during 
the early months of the crisis (restrictions on movement at night 
and on alternating days based on gender) uniquely intensified 
the vulnerabilities of transfeminine and travesti migrants and 
explores how they collectively responded. jdaperez@ucsc.edu 
(F-54)

___________________________

PERKINS, Carrie (Soka U) Immersive Methods: VR, Photogrammetry, 
and Multimodal Ethnography in Practice. This paper explores 
Virtual Reality (VR) and photogrammetry as innovative 
tools in ethnographic research with refugee communities in 
Southeast Asia. Using VR to create immersive environments and 
photogrammetry to digitally capture material culture, this research 
offers new ways to investigate displacement’s spatial dimensions. 
These technologies enrich participant observation and enable the 
preservation and analysis of objects and landscapes essential to 
understanding refugee experiences. By adopting a multimodal 
approach, this study contributes to methodological pluralism, 
showcasing how these technologies enhance insights into lived 
experiences and cultural practices within anthropological research. 
caperkins@smu.edu (F-04)

___________________________

PETERS, Laura (OR State U) An Empirical Analysis of the Relational 
Opportunity Structures for Environmental Peacebuilding in Israel, 
Palestine, and Jordan. Environmental peacebuilding posits that 
the environment can be leveraged to build peace. However, little 
is known about how such efforts navigate, shift, and transform 
realities on the ground, especially in situations of protracted 

conflict and environmental degradation. This paper presents 
an empirical study of 30 years of environmental peacebuilding 
programming conducted by the NGO EcoPeace Middle East in 
Israel, Palestine, and Jordan. Documentary interpretation of 
hundreds of archival documents and in-depth interviews with 
more than 80 people involved in programming reveals the 
dynamic and relational opportunity structures that cascade from 
intersections of violent conflict and environmental crisis. laura.
peters@oregonstate.edu (W-110)

___________________________

PIERCE, Todd (Isla Mujeres Ethnographic Field Sch) The 
Ethnographer’s Magic: Redressing the Postmodern Turn in an 
AI World. This paper reimagines an anthropology that turns the 
ethnographic lens on AI, embracing postmodern critiques of 
old to understand AI as a cultural and social phenomenon that 
is integrated into many lived realities. Addressing themes of 
reflexivity, polyvocality, and power dynamics, this paper argues for 
an approach where AI is not only a tool but also an ethnographic 
subject, embodying values, biases, and practices that shape 
knowledge production. This work proposes an anthropology that 
engages AI critically and collaboratively, expanding ethnographic 
representation and preserving the interpretive “magic” essential 
to the discipline. info@anthrofieldschool.com (W-67)

___________________________

PILLAY, Karryn (Portland State U) Applying Anthropology to 
Museum Sciences. Collaboration across disciplines is a topic 
that is being encouraged to anthropology students, resulting 
in students incorporating interdisciplinary methods in their 
research. This presentation looks at how graduate students are 
incorporating collaboration across disciplines into their education 
and their research. The research that will be looked at focuses on 
museums and how they serve the communities they represent. 
pillaykarryn@gmail.com (W-96)

___________________________

PLANICKA, Haley (Teachers Coll, Columbia U) Sanctuary in the 
Divide: Civil Initiative, Humanitarian Aid, and Asylum-Seeking in 
the Arizona/Mexico Borderlands. The principle of “civil initiative,” 
originating from the 1980’s Sanctuary Movement in Tucson, 
Arizona, serves as a cornerstone for how local humanitarian 
organizations provide aid, support, and visibility to immigrant 
communities. In response to President Biden’s increased 
restrictions on asylum, humanitarians have mobilized to supply 
resources and makeshift shelters to the influx of asylum seekers. 
Examining civil initiative in practice reveals a dynamic in which the 
state is dependent upon yet actively hinders this approach. This 
work explores how organizations respond to the ineffectiveness 
of the state in their commitment to community-based justice 
in the highly politicized and surveilled borderlands. hp2646@
tc.columbia.edu (F-48)

___________________________

PODRABSKY, Dylan, HERBERT, Claire, SNODGRASS, Josh, 
and WEAVER, Jo (U Oregon) Symbolic Violence, Embodied 
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Consequences: Stigma, Houselessness, and Health. Stigma 
constantly exposes people experiencing houselessness (PEH) to 
symbolic violence—individual or collective actions that reinforce 
and reproduce internalized understandings of social values and 
hierarchies. This presentation draws on interviews conducted 
with government officials and PEH in a U.S. city with a high rate 
of unsheltered houselessness. Thematic analysis revealed that 
symbolic violence enacted through stigmatization becomes 
embodied in PEH, leading to disproportionate health risks and 
further marginalization. This presentation seeks to illuminate 
how stigma functions as a form of symbolic violence, how this 
becomes embodied by the stigmatized, and how this social 
devaluation is translated into unequal material conditions. 
dpodrabs@uoregon.edu (TH-25)

___________________________

POMEROY, Caroline (UCSC), CULVER, Carolynn (CA Sea Grant, 
UCSD, & UCSB), and MCCAW, Carly (UCSC) Applying Anthropology 
to Enhance Understanding of Fishing Community Responses, 
Impacts, and Resilience to Diverse Fishery Disasters. Several 
California commercial fisheries have experienced significant 
environmental disruption and economic loss, leading to federal 
fishery disaster declarations. Federal fishery disaster relief (FDR) 
has been provided to help offset those losses, with an emphasis 
on strengthening resilience to such challenges. However, the 
environmental and human dimensions of these disasters vary 
widely, with important implications for responses, impacts, and 
outcomes. Drawing on two recent FDR-funded research projects 
and related work, we identify key considerations that applied 
anthropology can illuminate to help inform efforts to maintain 
and enhance resilience within and across fisheries and fishing 
communities. cpomeroy@ucsc.edu (W-100)

___________________________

PONCE, Alexandria and MEDINACELI, Armando (EFECT Lab NAU) 
Water Through Time: An Indigenous Perspective of the Colorado 
River. The state of the Colorado River is continually dwindling, 
a reality everyone who relies on it faces—including Indigenous 
tribes who’ve depended on it for generations. Analyzing the 
literature, the strong cultural connection between Indigenous 
tribes and the river, from water use to culturally important 
practices and beliefs, is evident. This project focuses on creating 
community-driven and culturally relevant educational materials 
with one Indigenous tribe of the Southwest. Through ongoing 
literature review, interviews, workshops, and other activities, 
we are developing a timeline to encapsulate the reported and 
culturally relevant historical relationship with water in the region. 
aap459@nau.edu (W-107)

___________________________

POP, Cristina (Creighton U) Docile Patients, Assertive Consumers, 
and Distant Doctors: Gynecologic Oncology in Romania. Drawing 
from fieldwork in an oncology clinic in Romania, I show that 
women’s bodies circulate from peripheries to the center, carrying 
(mis)diagnosis messages between unconnected doctors. The 
oncology specialists receive small-town patients with cervical 

cancers who have had reassuring or, at most, inconclusive 
abdominal ultrasounds from local OB-GYNs but have never 
received a pelvic exam. Malignant tumors of 0.7 inches that 
remain invisible to ultrasound can be detected by the naked 
eye during a pelvic examination. The technology-driven medical 
investigations by small-town OB-GYNs are exposed in the 
oncology clinic, where specialists encounter not only patients but 
also their distant doctors. CristinaPop@creighton.edu (TH-115)

___________________________

PRALL, Sean and SCELZA, Brooke (UCLA), DAVIS, Helen (ASU), 
LOPES, Aparicio (OnePencil Namibia) Manifestation of Medical 
Mistrust in Rural Namibian Pastoralists: Comparing Individual 
and Group Level Measures. Medical mistrust, stemming from 
histories of discrimination and social and economic injustices, 
can impact health behaviors. In some Indigenous communities, 
individuals may experience both poor access and/or poor 
quality care while also experiencing group-level discrimination. 
This double burden may increase the propensity to experience 
medical mistrust at multiple levels. Here, we present quantitative 
and qualitative data on two measures of medical mistrust among 
Namibian agro-pastoralists across ethnic groups and across the 
rural/urban gradient to better understand and compare the 
manifestation of individual and group-level medical mistrust and 
their impact on health behaviors. (W-23)

___________________________

PRENTICE-WALZ, Heather, HERR HARTHORN, Barbara, GRAY, 
Summer, MARSHALL, Renae, and THOMAS, Jordan (UCSB) From 
“Aquaman and the Lost Colors” to “Resurrecting the Sublime”: 
Affect, Framing, and Public Engagements With Synthetic Biology. 
This paper explores how select non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and other public-facing institutions employ affective 
strategies to engage and inform the public about issues related 
to synthetic biology. Focusing on publicly accessible mixed-media 
and print publications and exhibitions, this paper identifies and 
analyzes the various and divergent ways that institutions such 
as NGOs, museums, and art galleries frame the uses and harms 
of synthetic biology. Understanding how the potential risks 
and benefits of synthetic biology are framed to evoke affective 
responses is critical to anticipating and contextualizing public 
understandings of and reactions to emergent biotechnologies, 
such as artificial coral and synthetic cells. hprenticewalz@ucsb.
edu (TH-97)

___________________________

PRIMIANO, Samantha (UMD) Alimentamos al León Que Nos 
Come (We Are Feeding the Lion That Eats Us): The Inconvenience 
of Care Labor. As Cuba suffers increasing economic hardship and 
the most significant exodus in its history, Louisville, Kentucky, has 
become a growing site of resettlement for the Cuban diaspora 
who seek economic stability and the ability to care for relatives 
who remain on the island. This presentation examines how 
those seeking and providing resettlement services in Louisville 
navigate translocal contexts of restriction and limitation by 
employing strategies of improvised care. In doing so, it highlights 
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how the multiple, adaptive, and often inconvenient forms of 
labor that become essential to care provision are co-opted by 
state institutions or “the lion that eats us.” sprimian@umd.edu 
(S-18)

___________________________

PRUSS, Graham (Nat’l Vehicle Residency Collective) and 
LUTZKER, Samuel (UCLA) Displacement Trauma: The Realities 
of RV Residency in Public Parking. In San José, California, 
approximately 1,500 people who inhabit vehicles have few 
alternative options but to live in urban public parking. This 
paper presents a 2023 community-based participatory research 
(CBPR) survey of 156 individuals living in recreational vehicles 
(RVs) in 10 locations across San José. Preliminary survey findings 
reveal complex intersections of housing precarity, trauma, and 
community dynamics, underscoring the urgency of addressing 
the spatial, economic, and biological needs of RV residents. We 
review our summary data and focus on our methodology here, 
highlighting the importance of co-creating research with people 
who have lived experience to understand and represent their 
nuanced realities. graham@vehicleresidency.org (F-74)

___________________________

PURITZ, Alexandra (NOAA) Our Changing Ocean: Understanding 
Community Needs and Priorities Through Regional Resiliency 
and Vulnerability Assessments for Ocean Acidification. We’re 
already seeing our changing ocean impact species, ecosystems, 
and the communities who depend on them. The NOAA Ocean 
Acidification Program addresses the role of ocean and coastal 
acidification (OCA) in community vulnerability to changing ocean 
conditions. Regional Resiliency & Vulnerability Assessments 
(RVAs) are interdisciplinary projects supplementing the physical, 
chemical, and biological science of OCA with social science to 
assess regional vulnerability. These interdisciplinary projects 
inform strategies that build resilience and are responsive to 
community needs and values, providing marine resource decision 
makers with information to develop adaptation strategies. This 
session will highlight funded RVA project research and results. 
alexandra.puritz@noaa.gov (S-48)

___________________________

QUINN, Izzy and WEINSTEIN, Rain (USF) Ask Me Anything, I 
Mean Anything: Battling Transphobic Misinformation in Florida 
and Beyond. This visual anthropological adventure explores 
informal fieldwork in a no-travel zone for transgender individuals 
in Florida, U.S. Two students, Izzy Quinn and Rain Weinstein, 
who have both been out as transmasculine individuals and on 
testosterone, accept questions and interview the public, seeking 
to bridge the divide between misinformation and fact, between 
hatred and friendship, and compare this to conversations around 
transgender people in right-wing media and on the internet. 
Testing what people say when presented with a real human being 
versus a boogeyman generated to create confusion, these insights 
will be used to develop a plan to heal Florida. erweinstein@usf.
edu (S-38)

___________________________

RADICE, Martha (Dalhousie U) Mardi Gras in Cleveland?: On the 
Possibility of Replicating New Orleans’ Carnival Elsewhere. Carnival 
is a complex and vibrant field of cultural production in New Orleans, 
so all-encompassing as to constitute a Maussian total social fact. 
But could it be replicated elsewhere? Part thought experiment, part 
practical guide, this paper draws on 18 months of ethnographic 
fieldwork conducted over eight years to consider what makes the 
new wave of do-it-yourself carnival parades work and whether 
and why they might work in other places. By thinking through the 
temporal, social, organizational, and material resources on which 
the new-wave carnival depends, it investigates the transferability 
of this distinctive form of “urban cultural infrastructure” (Bain & 
Podmore, 2023). martha.radice@dal.ca (W-99)

___________________________

RAE-ESPINOZA, Heather (CSULB) Qualitative Interviews to 
Improve Patient and Caregiver Experience. I document the voices 
behind patient-reported outcomes with qualitative interviews 
in clinical trials, highlighting the complexities of patient and 
caregiver psychocultural experience and its impacts on disease 
burden, quality of life, and meaningfulness of treatment impact. 
The current paper explores inequities related to race, class, and 
gender to elevate underrepresented, and, thereby, undertreated, 
voices. This research on the experience of patients and caregivers 
in clinical trials probes wellbeing of a heterogeneous patient 
population with careful attention to intersectionality. With a 
heterogeneity of voices, the paper shows how those voices are 
(or aren’t) addressed in pharmaceutical research, looking toward 
systematic improvements. heather_rae1@hotmail.com (W-48)

___________________________

RAFTER, Zoe (U Idaho) A Comparison of Chinese American 
Medical Practice in the Pacific Northwest. China possesses a 
rich medical history, and Chinese medical practitioners vastly 
expanded these traditions by continuing their work in the U.S. 
This presentation analyzes a previously unexamined medicinal 
remedy book by Dr. Hui Chen Lan (Dr. Hoy), placing it in context 
with two well-documented Chinese American doctors practicing 
in the Pacific Northwest between 1860 and 1950. By comparing 
the documentary and material records of Dr. Hoy in Washington 
State with Dr. Ah Fong in Idaho and Dr. Ing Hay in Oregon, this 
presentation seeks to understand how each adapted to and 
impacted the practice of medicine within the Pacific Northwest. 
(W-103)

___________________________

RAHMAN, Md Abdur (UCF) Culture and Mental Health Policy: 
Shaping Mental Health Policy Through Cultural Lenses. This 
paper explores how cultural understanding is vital in developing 
significant mental health policies for diverse communities. 
Drawing from cross-cultural case analyses, this paper highlights 
how mental health is considered in diverse cultural contexts 
and how these understandings influence policy development. 
The paper advocates incorporating cultural competence into 
mental health policies, emphasizing that policymakers must 
emphasize local cultural dynamics, including local traditions, 
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spiritual or religious practices, and community structures, to 
make more inclusive frameworks. Within the anthropological 
lens, this paper explores how culture-specific mental health 
policies are appropriate for long-term health benefits for diverse 
communities. md026177@ucf.edu (TH-144)

___________________________

RANDIMBIARIMANANA, Clara and NIANG, Aminata (U Arizona) 
Centering Women’s Experiences and Inclusion in African 
Marine Governance. The consideration of gender is critical 
in environmental discourses, especially at the intersection of 
climate justice and gender justice. This is particularly true in 
African coastal communities where food insecurity is prevalent 
and fishers’ livelihoods are fragile. Nonetheless, their active 
participation and the value of their labor are still neglected in 
spaces where the policy decisions and management of marine 
resources take place. We aim to highlight gaps in knowledge 
about women’s experiences, barriers to their participation in 
marine governance, and the importance of applied research 
to unpack this complexity. We draw on ethnographic work 
conducted in Senegal and Madagascar. (TH-18)

___________________________

RASHID, Najiba (OR State U) Impacts of Post-Disaster Debris 
Management in Coastal Communities. This study addresses 
challenges associated with delayed disaster debris removal. 
Disaster debris management plays a significant role in public 
health and involves complex trade-offs between efficiency, 
cost-effectiveness, and equity. We examined stakeholder and 
community perspectives of disaster debris removal in Florida 
after recent hurricane events and found a range of perceptions 
and barriers towards effective and equitable debris management. 
These findings have direct implications for Cascadia coastal 
communities that will face similar debris accumulation after a 
Cascadia subduction earthquake and tsunami. We will discuss 
our engagement approaches with Cascadia coastal communities 
to co-develop adaptation strategies to prepare for disaster 
debris. rashidna@oregonstate.edu (F-110)

___________________________

RATHORE MUTHU, Kabir and AGARWAL, Tanya (U Arizona) 
Beyond Blame: Exploring the Dual Health Impacts of Systemic 
Racism on Police and Minoritized Communities. This paper 
reflects on two distinct areas of literature: how structural racism 
shapes the health and well-being of minoritized communities 
and how the health of police officers is affected by policing these 
same communities. By considering these literatures together, the 
paper highlights the shared burden that systemic racism places 
on both groups and aims to open dialogue for conversations 
with police about the structural forces shaping their own 
health. Connecting these perspectives provides an opportunity 
to move beyond polarizing narratives and create the potential 
for law enforcement and communities to bridge divides and 
engage more productively in addressing public health disparities. 
kabirrm25711@arizona.edu (W-125)

___________________________

RAVARY, Riley and DICOCCO, Megan (U Mich CIGLR) The Role 
of Anthropology in Great Lakes Water Level Forecast Design 
and Interagency Collaboration. Great Lakes water management 
is coordinated bi-nationally through a transboundary regime 
involving numerous federal and state/provincial agencies. 
Efforts to advance water level modeling beyond current 
seasonal forecasts require interagency collaboration and end-
user input to develop models that effectively integrate into 
existing technical frameworks. This paper explores a case study 
in which anthropological insights guided the development of a 
next-generation prediction system for determining baseline and 
extreme water levels in the Great Lakes. Through ethnographic 
and design anthropology approaches, this paper proposes 
anthropology as a way to advance existing federal frameworks 
for engagement, forecast design, and service delivery. ravary@
umich.edu (S-48)

___________________________

REBER, Lisa (UTSMC), JOHNSTON, Emily, CLARKE, Phillipa, 
KRESCHMER, Jodi M., and MEADE, Michelle A. (U Mich) Resisting 
the Violence of Structural Ableism Through Collective Resilience. 
Drawing from interviews conducted with 55 adults with moderate 
to severe physical disabilities living in low-income and racially 
diverse communities in Michigan, this paper uses a dual lens 
to examine participants’ understanding of what it means to live 
and age well with a physical disability. We use Galtung’s theory 
of structural violence to make explicit how structural ableism 
manifests as structural violence when access to resources—
essential to caring for the self—is denied in parallel with an 
examination of collective resilience to understand participants’ 
capacity to thrive in spite of the ableist society in which they live. 
(W-108)

___________________________

REDD, Elizabeth (ISU), HERKSHAN, Laticia J. (Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribes & ISU), and HART-FREDELUCES, Georgia (ISU) Revitalizing 
Equitable Native-Engaged Research: Transforming Awareness 
and Discomfort Into Action. Anthropological research concerning 
Native peoples is often extractive, privileging academic over 
community needs. To revitalize Indigenous-based research 
understandings, a team of researchers and community members 
led a 2022 three-day workshop series attended by participants 
from 27 Northwest institutions and 18 Native Nations. Pre/post 
assessments and discussions revealed that, while non-Native 
researchers’ understanding of reciprocal research ethics and 
Indigenized methods improved, their comfort in implementing 
such practices did not. We argue that revitalizing anthropological 
research with Native Nations necessarily entails the creation of 
discomfort and suggest strategies for transforming discomfort 
into meaningful reflexive action. Our subsequent workshops aim 
to incorporate these transformative processes. lizredd@isu.edu 
(W-103)

___________________________

REID-SHAW, Indiana (UCSC) Community Perceptions of “Community-
Based” Fisheries Management in Kiribati. Community-Based Natural 
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Resource Management is a globally-applied strategy to tackle 
climate and conservation challenges. More work needs to be done, 
however, to evaluate these “solutions” holistically and in particular 
settings. We conducted repeated observations and interviews 
with diverse resource users in the Pacific island nation of Kiribati 
on three islands with relatively new Community-Based Fisheries 
Management (CBFM) programs. We investigate the contextual 
differences and social impacts of this governance approach. CBFM 
research in Kiribati provides timely insight into the process of its 
adoption and also lessons learned for other programs with similar 
goals. ireidsha@ucsc.edu (F-47)

___________________________

REID, Jessica (UTSA) Reconciling Life After a Cancer Diagnosis. 
Lives are altered upon hearing the words, “You have cancer.” 
These consequences ripple across those receiving the diagnosis, 
including those who care for them. In this work, I explore how 
a life-altering cancer diagnosis alters the ways in which bodies 
are [re]constructed and how community is [re]formed amongst 
men and women in a metropolitan city. I further explain how 
their ideas of care, healing, and recovery emerge from their own 
cancer diagnosis. jessmariereid@gmail.com (TH-115)

___________________________

REINEKE, Robin (U Arizona) Forensic Care Along the U.S.-Mexico 
Border. This paper revisits governmentality in the context of 
forensic professionals working on migrant deaths along the U.S.-
Mexico border, emphasizing that governance involves ethics as 
much as surveillance and sovereignty. Drawing on the concept of 
forensic care (Rosenblatt, 2015), it argues that forensic experts 
engage in governance that includes caring for the dead and 
themselves amid inevitable failures. This intervention expands 
the governmentality framework to show how ethics, care, and 
regulation coexist, urging a re-evaluation of forensic work as 
both a practice of state power and a deeply ethical engagement 
with human remains. (W-125)

___________________________

REINEKE, Robin (U Arizona) Witnessing the End of the World: 
Relational Knowledge and Stigmatized Action in the U.S.-Mexico 
Borderlands. This discussion begins by framing migration across 
the U.S.-Mexico border as an act of survival at the end of the 
world (Butler, 1993, 1998; Adrienne Maree Brown, 2017, 2021; 
Scarry, 1985). Through this lens, migrants are not victims but 
rather prescient actors who have knowledge and experience of 
a reality still seen by many as a far-off dystopian future. Facing 
an increasingly militarized U.S. border apparatus, thousands 
have disappeared while crossing. I discuss the relational 
knowledge (Whaanga & Mato, 2020; Tynan, 2021) developed 
in collaborations with families searching for the missing and the 
difficulties of making this knowledge legible within academic 
spaces. (W-95)

___________________________

RICE, Lauren and MCLEOD, Karen (OR State U), SPALDING, Ana 
(OR State U & Smithsonian Tropical Rsch Inst), WARD, Melissa 

(SDSU & U Oxford), GREEN, Kristen (OR State U) Fishing and 
Farming on the Frontlines of Change: How Commercial Marine 
Resource Harvesters Define Their Adaptation to Environmental 
Stressors Along the U.S. West Coast. Environmental and climatic 
changes threaten coastal ecosystems and resource-dependent 
livelihoods. These socioecological systems are economically, 
socially, and culturally vital for coastal communities, thus making 
resilience enhancement imperative. To nimbly adapt to changing 
environmental, economic, and managerial conditions in these 
communities requires understanding the perceived stressors, 
preferred adaptation strategies, and inhibiting or facilitating 
factors as defined by community members. Through a systematic 
review and interview content analysis, I examined frontline 
perspectives of adaptation to changes in commercial fishing and 
aquaculture communities in Washington, Oregon, and California. 
I aim to highlight the region’s community-involved adaptation 
research and bolster coastal community resilience efforts. 
ricela@oregonstate.edu (W-100)

___________________________

ROBBINS-PANKO, Jessica (Wayne State U) The Work of 
Reminiscence: Dementia Care as Social Reproduction. As the 
U.S. grows proportionally older, care for persons with dementia 
is an increasingly prevalent form of care work. As an effective 
non-pharmacological intervention, reminiscence activities have 
become an important component of dementia care. Yet, this form 
of care is underpinned by theories that naturalize Euro-American 
concepts of the person and the life course, thereby reproducing 
gendered, racialized, and classed forms of inequality. Drawing 
on ethnographic research in a memory-care residence in metro 
Detroit, this paper analyzes how care workers conceptualize 
the therapeutics of reminiscence to understand the limits and 
possibilities of reminiscence as a form of social reproduction. 
jessica.robbins@wayne.edu (S-18)

___________________________

ROBBINS, James (USF) Interpreters in Research: Experiences From 
Team Fieldwork in Morocco. Language interpreters in research 
projects often perform a multitude of tasks and roles. While their 
liminal place in research varies in different contexts, interpretation 
is a distinct and critical research position deserving of recognition. 
Based on interviews with four multilingual Moroccan research 
interpreters on a multidisciplinary, ethnographic study of 
Amazigh women in Morocco, this paper explores the preparation 
and skillset needed in working on such projects and the unique 
position and contributions of interpreters. The blurred lines 
between research assistant and interpreter are considered along 
with the importance and process of developing linguistic and 
cultural competence in fieldwork. jamesrobbins@usf.edu (S-38)

___________________________

ROBINS, Nina (NYU) Palestinian Caregivers Navigating Cross-
Border Healthcare in Israel and the West Bank. Studies on 
healthcare delivery in conflict zones highlight the significant 
challenges patients face when seeking cross-border care. 
Caregivers—family members, neighbors, or guardians—offer 
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critical insights into navigating these barriers. In Palestine, 
Israeli restrictions on movement and the suppression of an 
independent health infrastructure heighten uncertainty and 
stress. This poster spotlights testimony of Palestinian caregivers 
relying on a volunteer transport initiative for healthcare access in 
Israel and the West Bank. Using a phenomenological approach, 
it analyzes interviews with caregivers from the West Bank and 
Gaza experiencing multifaceted pressures while underscoring 
the urgency of caregiver-centered research amid heightened 
violence against health. nar479@nyu.edu (S-24)

___________________________

ROBLES SUMTER, Mayra (OR State U) Reproductive Pluralism in 
Suriname. In Suriname, the smallest multi-ethnic country in South 
America, a unique combination of ethno-medical knowledge has 
historically survived. Suriname’s reproductive medical pluralism 
consists of culinary care, family relations, human-spiritual 
world relationships, and the notion of order and disorder in the 
environment and the body. Anthropological and ethnobiological 
research suggests that the efficacy and safety of medicinal plants 
and other traditional medicines are culturally constructed. The 
aim of this research is to understand how Suriname’s multi-ethnic 
composition has influenced the use of plural medical healthcare 
systems and contributed to improving reproductive healthcare 
by combining different systems of ethnomedicine. roblessm@
oregonstate.edu (W-75)

___________________________

RODRIGUEZ SOLIS, Gerardo (UC Berkeley) Transnational 
Agricultural Migrant Labor Controls in Northwestern Mexico. 
Mexican and U.S. governments and agricultural corporations have 
operated together “internal” and “international” labor mobility 
policies since the 1950s. Through explicit and implicit regulations, 
they currently seek to control the arrival and permanence of 
farmworkers from southern Mexico and Central America in the 
fields of northern Mexico while also trying to “re-order” the labor 
migration to the U.S. agro-industrial regions. Based on a historical 
ethnography of the application of agricultural labor policies in 
Sonora, I discuss the state and statelike labor control methods 
and their central function to maintain the plantation and border 
regimes in North America. gerardo.rs@berkeley.edu (W-142)

___________________________

RODRIGUEZ, Cody (U Melbourne) Starlink Digital Nomads: 
When Technological Innovation Develops Hypermobile Cultural 
Identities and Clashes Over Space. Described by numerous 
vanlife nomads as a “game-changer,” the internet accessibility 
breakthrough of Starlink has enabled vanlifers to transcend the 
limitation of public WiFi accessibility experienced by traditional 
digital nomadism, allowing them a tremendous degree of higher 
mobility and self-reliance. These Starlink Digital Nomads, once 
limited by regular cell phone coverage or coffee shop hours of 
operation, can now engage in digital and remote work while 
traversing popular tourist destinations, parks, and frequented 
national forests spread across the U.S. like never before. 
Yet, as the realm of mobility broadens and evolves through 

technological advancements, concerns inevitably surface 
regarding the sustainability of their chosen locales and ongoing 
territorial clashes with residential communities and government 
regulations. cody.rodriguez@columbia.edu (W-99)

___________________________

ROMANEK, Devorah (MOHAI) Inflection Points: Building 
Permanent Spaces for Collaboration in a Local History Museum. 
While collaboration with local and marginalized communities in 
museums is not new, smaller local museums have struggled to 
build the capacity to create and maintain those relationships. The 
Museum of History and Industry in Seattle is using the opportunity 
of the Reimagining of its permanent exhibitions to build in, literally 
and figuratively, permanent spaces for “temporary” yet ongoing 
collaboration with its creation of historical “Inflection Points.” 
Drawing on critical museology, applied anthropology as practiced 
in museums, and practitioner experience with communities, this 
paper will offer real-time demonstrations of building sustainable 
collaborations with the community by utilizing in situ and online 
inflection points. devorah.romanek@mohai.org (F-66)

___________________________

ROMINE, Nathan (CSUN) The Work Before the Work: Fostering 
Commitment and Service When Partnering With Unhoused 
Community Members and Nonprofit Social Service Providers. 
Students frequently engage with populations and dilemmas from 
a distance. Opportunities in applied anthropology quickly close 
that gap, and students find themselves entangled in the personal 
and professional messiness of research with real stakes. They 
discover that there is work to be done before their work begins. 
This is evident when they partner with unhoused community 
members and their service providers. Their research has the 
potential to influence the distribution of services and impact 
livelihoods. This paper explores the power of partnership before 
research and the self-reflection required to elevate the voices of 
others. nathan.romine@csun.edu (F-10)

___________________________

ROOT, Matthew (Rain Shadow Rsch) and FERGUSON, Daryl (BLM) 
The West Bar Stone Artifact Cache: Morphology, Technology, and 
Age. The West Bar cache, previously assigned to Clovis, contains 
30 artifacts from a mid-Columbia, Pleistocene terrace. Eighteen 
flake tools have no design elements, indicating repeated and long-
term use. Three tabular cores, one unprepared core, and one core 
tablet are not Clovis technology. Two small bifaces and four small 
bifacial cores have overshot flakes, but none have highly isolated 
and ground-striking platforms. Refits indicate some artifacts are 
associated, but 29 artifacts lack characteristics of Clovis technology. 
One large, thin bifacial core has overshot flakes on both faces, 
fitting within Clovis technology, but is unlikely associated with the 
other artifacts. rainshadow@pullman.com (S-15)

___________________________

ROSAS, Jairo (SJSU) Oakland Community Greening and Resilience. 
I conducted a project in an East Oakland community that is prone 
to flooding. I identified and explored community concerns of 
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hazards and vulnerabilities that differed from governmental 
flooding projections to implement new Green StormWater 
Infrastructure (GSI). I worked to codesign a plan for GSI with the 
community with the aim of prioritizing community concerns. 
In this paper, I draw on anthropological approaches to political 
ecology and vulnerability to explain why the neighborhood floods 
so severely while other neighborhoods do not. Through a series 
of workshops, visual anthropology, community mapping, and 
discussions, the community told the story of what is affecting 
their own community and gave their thoughts on how to change 
it. jrrheredia@gmail.com (W-80)

___________________________

ROSE, Chelsea (SOU) The Oregon Tale: The Erasure and 
Reclamation of Oregon’s Chinese Diaspora. Rural Oregon is a very 
White place, but it wasn’t always. Over the past several years 
the Oregon Chinese Diaspora Project (OCDP) has investigated 
a dozen sites and documented dozens more where Chinese 
Americans lived, worked, and built community. This paper will 
explore the ways in which Chinese Oregonians went from 40% 
of the population in some areas to an exoticized footnote in the 
historiography of mining and railroad construction. Structural 
racism and discriminatory legislation played a large part in this 
erasure, but ahistorical memory allowed communities to infill and 
reimagine the gaps left by the removal of the Chinese immigrant 
community from local history. This revised narrative has not 
only sidelined the many contributions of Chinese Oregonians in 
the settlement and development of the state but has helped to 
create a mythical past celebrating rural Whiteness that has been 
weaponized in modern politics. rosec@sou.edu (F-14)

___________________________

ROSENBLATT, Adam (Duke U) Can the Dead Consent?: 
Reclamation, Research, and the Right to Say Nothing. In recent 
years, efforts to reclaim marginalized burial grounds have sought 
to honor and operationalize the decision making power of 
descendant communities. Yet, the voice of the dead themselves 
remains absent, fugitive. This hybrid graphic narrative/
presentation, based on years of activist and scholarly engagement 
with volunteer groups in African-American cemeteries, considers 
the possibilities of posthumous “peer review” for cemetery 
research and reclamation. Drawing on recent Indigenous 
research paradigms, it asks how ancestral voices might be made 
more present and more discomfiting while preserving what 
Deleuze calls “the right to say nothing.” adamroselevin@gmail.
com (W-65)

___________________________

ROSENCRANCE, Richie (UNR) and MCDONOUGH, Katelyn (U 
Oregon) Revisiting Lind Coulee, Washington Through Collections-
Based Research. Archaeologists excavated the Lind Coulee site in 
the 1950s and 1970s, uncovering a stratified sequence of stemmed 
projectile points, bone needles, scrapers, bone and ground stone 
tools, and a faunal assemblage dominated by bison. Our study 
addresses outstanding questions at Lind Coulee, including the 
absolute age(s) of the deposits, whether there were multiple 

occupations, potential for plant use, seasonality, and nature 
of the stone tool assemblage. Establishing these foundations 
will allow researchers and others to better incorporate the site 
and its deep history of plants, animals, and culture into future 
management and research practices. (S-40)

___________________________

ROUTON, Erin (U Houston) Unexpected Care: Accompanying 
Legal Caregivers in Immigrant Justice. Taking a cue from the 
recently published volume Accompaniment With Im/migrant 
Communities (2024), this paper explores the ways in which 
the ethnographic researcher is situated within studies of legal 
caregiving work with migrant communities and how their unique 
role potentially positions them simultaneously observing care 
while also offering it to caregivers themselves. In this way, the 
ethnographer serves to accompany both care recipients and 
givers, at times in overlapping ways. I offer reflections from 
my own “unexpected carework” with legal advocates serving 
detained migrants, as well as insights into how others might 
practice engaged ethnography by accompanying unexpected 
caregivers. edrouton@uh.edu (F-78)

___________________________

ROZANSKI, Chelsea (U Calgary) Patterns of Culture: An 
Anthropological Tapestry of Applied Teaching and Learning. In 
Ruth Benedict’s Patterns of Culture, she argues how each culture 
has a worldview that patterns the attitudes and behaviors of 
individuals. Applying this argument to higher education, we 
can imagine that each classroom is its own cultural ecosystem. 
Therefore, each cohort forms its own common understanding 
through the cyclical process of teaching and learning. While 
honoring agency and individual belief systems, a tapestry of 
shared experiences can be sewn. To illustrate this concept in 
tangible form, I co-created a quilted tapestry of teaching and 
learning with students enrolled in the University of Calgary’s 
Introduction to Social and Cultural Anthropology (Spring 2024). 
As a panelist, I will discuss this collaborative project and its 
impact on student learning. chelsea.rozanski@ucalgary.ca (F-94)

___________________________

RUBINSTEIN, Robert (Syracuse U) and FUJIMURA, Clementine 
(US Naval Academy) Challenges in Developing Online Cultural 
Training Materials for International Interventions. This paper 
describes the challenges that we encountered in developing 
a massive online educational course for training international 
peacekeepers on the subject of the importance of cultural 
understanding for peacekeeping operations. Among the 
challenges we discuss are what might be called “standard” 
pedagogical issues faced in designing anthropology courses. 
Because we are working with an international NGO associated 
with the United Nations, the clientele for this course come to 
the course with a wide variety of educational achievements, 
competency in the instructional language, cultural diversity, and 
experience in working in multilateral settings while conforming 
to UN doctrinal requirements. rar@syr.edu (W-34)

___________________________
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RUDNICKI, Larissa (ODOT Architectural Historian) An Easier Pill 
to Swallow: Mitigation as a Sweetener. No one likes having an 
adverse effect on a project with a federal nexus—(1) It just feels 
wrong; (2) Gasp! The paperwork; and (3) We have to figure out 
commensurate mitigation! But don’t we have lessons learned 
here? We have had successful mitigation and unsuccessful 
mitigation—or, more importantly, meaningful mitigation and…
less meaningful. How can we take our experiences and be more 
reflective of resources (and their meaning(s)) through mitigation? 
A discussion (and presentation) of meaningful mitigation 
completed in the recent past in Oregon that, in many ways, 
made us better stewards of those historic resources impacted. 
And, true to position description, this is all coming from the built 
environment side, of course. (S-14)

___________________________

RUIZ, Alessandra (USF) Investigating Water Insecurity and 
Health Impacts in Eastern Coastal Madagascar. In Toamasina, 
Madagascar, the scarcity of clean drinking water poses 
significant health risks to the local population. This research 
evaluates a sustainable development intervention program 
aimed at addressing this critical issue. Through a comprehensive 
program evaluation, this study examines the effectiveness of 
the intervention by analyzing qualitative data collected from 
community member interviews. These interviews provide 
insights into the community’s behaviors, attitudes, beliefs, and 
knowledge regarding their drinking water and its impact on 
health. Additionally, the study explores community-generated 
recommendations and assesses the extent to which these 
recommendations have been incorporated into the intervention. 
Employing a political ecology of health framework, the research 
critically assesses the participant observation and interview 
data, challenging the prevalent one-size-fits-all development 
approaches that have historically undermined progress in 
the Global South. The findings contribute to the existing 
literature on public health in Madagascar and offer valuable 
recommendations for enhancing global health initiatives and 
sustainable development practices. alessandraruiz@usf.edu 
(TH-86)

___________________________

RUSSELL, Suzanne (NOAA Fisheries) Physical Infrastructure and 
Seafood Human Capital Research: A NOAA Fisheries Effort. After 
working on a U.S. West Coast-focused infrastructure project, 
IRA funding has expanded the scope of the research. A new 
national infrastructure project aims to build our knowledge of 
infrastructure and seafood workforce information to inform 
climate change, disaster response, gentrification, wind energy, 
aquaculture, and fisheries management initiatives. The project 
aims to collect standardized data on a national scale with unique 
attributes on a regional scale. Information will be distributed in 
multiple formats to have the highest utility to other researchers, 
community members, and fishery managers. Examples of 
supporting data collection efforts will highlight the importance 
of this effort. suzanne.russell@noaa.gov (W-100)

___________________________

RUTH, Alissa, BREWIS, Alexandra, and STURTZSREETHARAN, 
Cindi (ASU) Beyond Apprenticeships: Course-Based 
Undergraduate Research Experiences. Undergraduate research 
experiences (UREs) enhance critical skills, retention, and 
progression to postgraduate study. Traditionally, UREs follow 
a faculty-led apprenticeship model in the sciences, limiting 
access for minoritized, first-generation, and women students. 
Course-based undergraduate research experiences (CUREs) 
have successfully expanded access to the natural sciences, 
showing positive learning outcomes, but remain rare in social 
sciences. We have been implementing innovative social science 
CUREs for over a decade. Through a mixed-methods survey with 
students, we find improvements in research skills, confidence, 
collaboration, perseverance, and postgraduate aspirations, 
particularly benefiting underrepresented students. We present 
a CURE model that others can adapt for their teaching. alissa.
ruth@asu.edu (F-94)

___________________________

RYAN, Ethan and PUNKE, Michele (Historical Rsch Assoc Inc) 
Connecting the Dots: Synthesizing Geoarchaeological Cores and 
Low-Frequency Ground Penetrating Radar Data to Map Buried 
Landscapes. Historical Research Associates, Inc. (HRA) has 
conducted geoarchaeological coring and low-frequency ground 
penetrating radar (GPR) surveys for portions of the Tacoma Dome 
Link Extension (TDLE) project alignment. The GPR data was used 
in an attempt to interpolate between the samples acquired from 
subsurface coring data. The study aims to better understand 
subsurface stratigraphy between coring samples along the TDLE 
alignment using low-frequency GPR. GPR studies using lower 
frequencies produce less detailed subsurface data but can 
reach much greater depths than higher-frequency surveys that 
are designed to identify near-surface features. Despite mixed 
results, this project shows the utility of using GPR to complement 
geoarchaeological studies, even in environments thought to not 
be conducive for GPR. eryan@hrassoc.com (S-44)

___________________________

SANABRIA-LEON, Waleska (PUCPR) Rapid Ethnographic Research 
During Climatic, Epidemiological, and Gender-Based Violence: 
Challenges in Medical Anthropology. Ethnography in the 
context of disasters, natural hazards, pandemics, gender-based 
violence, and other health emergencies faces epistemological 
and methodological challenges. The intersectionality in social, 
environmental, and syndemic processes raises questions about 
the methodological strategies for responding to and interpreting 
health emergencies that impact vulnerable communities. The 
uncertainties that develop during the research process are 
linked to the multi-sited object of study. This paper will address 
the epistemological challenges and intersectional approaches 
in medical anthropology. This includes incorporating rapid 
ethnographic research methodologies and the development of 
interdisciplinary collaborations that allow interpreting access to 
health services during climatic, social, and health emergencies. 
waleska_sanabria@pucpr.edu (F-67)

___________________________
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SANCHEZ, Kimberly (U Mich) A Critique of Bovine Hegemony in 
Wyoming. Despite popular images of Wyoming as “cow country,” 
sheep have been raised at the foot of the Rocky Mountains 
and the edge of the Great Plains for generations. Thought of 
as competition for cattle herds, sheep and shepherds endured 
years of hostility at the turn of the 20th century. Today, sheep 
continue to be devalued through cattle-centric laws and policies 
even though they contribute to economic, social, and ecological 
resiliency. I argue that changing such policies would benefit the 
immigrant and minority communities, which largely consume 
and herd sheep. kimsusan@umich.edu (TH-146)

___________________________

SANCHEZ, Linda (U S Alabama) Slow Legal Violence: How 
Time Affects Experiences of Illegality. Based on ethnographic 
research with individuals who grew up undocumented in the 
U.S., I demonstrate that the appropriation of immigrants’ time 
through policy has distressing consequences. This study uses the 
concept of slow legal violence, or the harmful effects of the law 
dispersed across time, to analyze how policy shapes experiences 
of illegality. I argue that time, whether it is the indefinite time 
that immigrants who do not have a way to legalize are forced to 
remain in illegality or the wait times for processing documents, 
often extending into decades, serves as a tool to deny citizenship 
rights and incorporation. lindasanchez@southalabama.edu (F-
78)

___________________________

SANCHEZ, Mayela (SJSU) California Small to Mid-Scale Farmers 
Coping Strategies to Extreme Weather Events. This research 
builds from environmental, disaster, and climate change disasters 
in anthropological literature by using its frameworks to analyze 
small to mid-scale farmers’ coping strategies to the extreme 
climate in California. My study aims to outline how relief efforts 
can mitigate California’s small producers of agriculture facing 
drought and flood issues. Dozens of interviews are conducted 
through random sampling from vendors at farmer’s markets 
around San José and analyzed with MAXQDA software. The 
research results indicate information networks of California 
small producers that shape their agricultural practices and how 
financial assistance programs reach California small producers. 
The broader implications of this research expand practices in 
anthropology into mitigating climate change through locally 
rooted experiences in agriculture. (TH-140)

___________________________

SAPPINGTON, Ericha (U Idaho) Far Beyond the Emerald Isle: 
Exploring the Emigrant Experience at Fort Walla Walla, WA. The 
residents who lived and worked at Fort Walla Walla in the 19th 
century came from diverse geographical and cultural backgrounds. 
Primary source research shows that many of the enlisted men 
were emigrants from Ireland and Germany married to women 
working as U.S. Army laundresses. They were often allowed to 
bring their families along with them, a practice typically reserved 
for officers and discouraged by the army. New historical and 
personal narratives, derived from the unique experiences these 

families had while living at this frontier outpost, could potentially 
be incorporated into new interpretive programs at the Fort Walla 
Walla Museum. sapp7631@vandals.uidaho.edu (TH-13)

___________________________

SARMENTO, Megan (USF) Implementing Ethnographically 
Informed Pathways to Hepatitis C Treatment for People Who 
Inject Drugs. People who inject drugs (PWID) in the U.S. 
experience the highest incidence of hepatitis C virus (HCV) 
infections, yet treatment rates remain low. Patients are often 
denied HCV treatment if they are using drugs, despite the 
proven effectiveness of direct-acting antivirals (DAAs). HCV, 
therefore, remains endemic, silent, and untreated among PWID. 
In response to this inequity, a novel, ethnographically informed 
clinical pathway was developed by a team of anthropologists and 
a physician to reduce barriers to care for PWID by co-locating 
HCV treatment at a syringe services program (SSP) in Tampa, 
Florida. masarmento@usf.edu (TH-86)

___________________________

SCHALGE, Susan (MNSU) Student Learning and Engagement 
Online. This research examines the differences between faculty 
and student perspectives on engagement in learning. There 
is a disconnect between educator perceptions and student 
experiences. Ten semesters of student survey data from online, 
asynchronous sections of Introduction to Anthropology at 
Minnesota State University, Mankato, were analyzed. This 
analysis identifies key characteristics that students look for in 
their online classrooms by foregrounding their own perceptions 
and expectations. We pay particular attention to issues of access 
and equity. The goal is to understand students’ perceptions of 
their own learning and engagement in the online classroom 
environment to improve experiences for all students. susan.
schalge@mnsu.edu (W-34)

___________________________

SCHELD, Suzanne (CSUN) The Role of Applied Anthropology in 
Reassessing Diversity: An Ethnographic Study of 22 State Parks 
in New York. As New York State Parks approaches its centennial, 
a study was commissioned to assess diversity in the system. 
Historically created by White elites with exclusionary rules, the 
parks have aimed to increase inclusivity over time. The research 
examined visitation patterns, usage, and visitor experiences 
across 22 state parks to provide an overview of current diversity. 
It also critically analyzed how diversity has been conceptualized 
in park research to promote more nuanced approaches. By 
combining empirical data with theoretical reflection, the study 
reassesses the current state of diversity and ways to foster 
inclusivity in public parks. (F-10)

___________________________

SCHENSUL, Jean (ICR) Decolonizing Science and Democratizing 
Knowledge Through Community-Based Organization-Driven 
Participatory Action Research. In my 2010 Malinowski talk, I 
referred to “third sector” knowledge generated by communities 
to address the inequitable conditions impacting their lives. 
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Since then, three approaches to science decolonization have 
gained traction to ensure the centrality of community voice 
in knowledge production—the co-construction of scientific 
knowledge, community/citizen science, and participatory action 
research. In this paper, I discuss a PAR model in which CBOs 
develop and conduct their own research for funding and policy 
equity. The paper situates CBO-PAR in action research history 
and describes the methodology, results, implications for change, 
and generalizability in communities moving from margins to the 
mainstream. Jean.schensul@icrweb.org (TH-75)

___________________________

SCHMIDT-SANE, Megan (IDS), AJIBADE, Anuoluwapo and 
MCGRATH, Janet (CWRU), HRYNICK, Tabitha, SHAW, Janine, and 
RIPOLL, Santiago (IDS) Anthropological Approaches to Improving 
Community Engagement in Public Health. “Community 
engagement” has become something of a buzzword in public 
health, particularly around vaccination. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, community engagement was seen as one way to 
overcome vaccine hesitancy. However, “community engagement” 
encompasses vast heterogeneity—a wide range of activities, 
processes, and actors with differing results. This paper presents 
anthropological approaches and findings from the Community 
Engagement in Pandemic Preparedness project with a focus 
on community engagement in public health in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and London, England. We highlight successes, challenges, and 
lessons learned for future engagement work. m.schmidt-sane@
ids.ac.uk (TH-143)

___________________________

SCHMITT, Edwin (ASU) Project Confluence: Reflections on 
Addressing Environmental Justice Challenges Through a Hybrid 
University- and Community-Managed Research Approach. 
Collaborations between community groups and academics within 
a university-managed research model (UMRM) can sometimes 
negatively impact a community, whereas community-owned 
and -managed research (COMR) can ensure collaborations 
remain committed to addressing issues of environmental 
injustice. Project Confluence leveraged the benefits of UMRM 
to support the design of COMR projects. This presentation will 
detail the iterative steps taken in Project Confluence and review 
participants’ experience with this hybrid research program. 
Based on this analysis, we suggest that UMRM umbrellas can 
provide structure around the mechanics of collaboration but be 
adaptive to the needs of the community groups that lead the 
COMRs. edwin.schmitt@asu.edu (W-56)

___________________________

SCHOENFELD, Naomi (UCSF & San Francisco Dept of Public 
Hlth) Buprenorphine Blanket: Molecular Harm Reduction at the 
Municipal Level. The fentanyl overdose epidemic demands new 
approaches to harm reduction. The San Francisco Department 
of Public Health is focusing on expanding the uptake of a partial 
opioid agonist called buprenorphine. Bringing Expanded Access 
to Medications (BEAM) for Opioid Use Disorder dispatches 
nighttime outreach workers to people outside using fentanyl, 

connecting them to a telehealth visit to facilitate prescribing 
buprenorphine. While narrow pharmaceutical solutions to 
complex social problems are terrain familiar to anthropologists, 
I argue that BEAM reconfigures harm reduction as molecular 
displacement on a population scale. naomi.schoenfeld@ucsf.edu 
(W-83)

___________________________

SCHROEDER, Garrett, BESCHLER, Code, and TRASK, Lexine 
(OSU) New Perspectives on Old Problems: An Appeal to Apply 
Syndemic Theory to Poverty, AIDs, and Disability. Since the 1990s, 
the application of syndemic theory to the field of HIV study and 
treatment has contributed significantly to improvements in both 
access and quality of care for persons living with HIV as well as 
HIV prevention. In furtherance of this trend, this paper uses data 
and the literature to argue for the existence of PAD (Poverty, 
AIDs, Disability) as an emergent syndemic. Furthermore, this 
paper advocates for increased research into the intersection 
of Poverty, AIDs, and Disability while exploring the social 
classification of “disease” as it applies to both poverty and 
disability. schroeder.1006@buckeyemail.osu.edu (W-78)

___________________________

SCHULLER, Mark (NIU) Decolonizing Disaster. In a country often 
called the “Republic of NGOs,” Haitian people have complex 
understandings of disaster aid. Embodied, lived experiences that 
spanned a major hurricane, popular mobilization and general 
strikes, presidential assassination, a major earthquake, and 
control of the country by armed irregular groups (called “gangs” 
for outsiders’ convenience) call into question what is the “disaster.” 
Seen from Haiti, “human” and “natural” triggering events 
have similar material consequences…moreover, the disaster 
is colonialism, U.S. imperialism, and global racial capitalism. 
Continuing this thinking, I argue that disaster researchers take 
seriously Haitian perspectives of NGO intervention and disaster 
events as colonial agents. mschuller@niu.edu (F-20)

___________________________

SCHWARTZ, Anat (CSUDH) Surveillance Technologies and 
Participatory Action Research. In recent years, South Korea 
experienced an upsurge in cases of technology-facilitated sexual 
violence coinciding with the height of the #MeToo movement, 
which drew thousands of young women to protest illegal 
spy cameras in a series of Uncomfortable Courage protests 
(2019-2020). This paper looks at the impact of surveillance 
technologies—CCTV networks, facial recognition, and discreet 
wearable and embedded spy cameras—on feminist protest 
spaces. Using ethnographic interviews and participant 
observation in activist protest spaces, I question the impact of 
invasive surveillance technologies on activists and participatory 
action research.  aschwartz@csudh.edu (F-86)

___________________________

SCHWARZ, Carolyn (Goucher Coll) A Little Relief: The Allocative 
Care of Faith-Based Medical Clinics in the U.S. Faith-based clinics 
deliver a range of healthcare and healthcare-related services to 
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uninsured and underinsured populations in the U.S. Based on 
ethnographic interviewing, I explore the ways that healthcare 
professionals try to address the health inequalities and life needs 
of their patients. This form of care, which I refer to as “allocative 
care,” includes the coordination of people, activities, and things 
as healthcare, financial, and social resources. While interviewees 
recognize the limits of their allocative caregiving, they still assign 
great moral value to the “little” transformations that they witness 
in the everyday lives of their patients. carolyn.schwarz@goucher.
edu (S-23)

___________________________

SELLERS, Ian (Independent), GLENDALE, Harold, Jr. (Da’naxda’xw 
Awaetlala), and CONNAUGHTON, Sean P. (Inlailawatash 
Archaeology) Indigenous Guardians and Landscape-Based 
Archaeological Inventory in Coastal British Columbia. Large-scale 
site inventory has fallen from focus since the 1980s in British 
Columbia, resulting in a patchwork register of sites driven by 
the immediate needs of development and emergency response 
efforts. Now, Indigenous Guardian programs are organizing 
and undertaking surveys on behalf of their communities and 
creating a new system of archaeological surveys undertaken 
at the territorial scale. These programs are providing a critical 
framework for development archaeology moving forward. Here, 
we examine how Guardian-led work by Da’naxda’xw Awaetlala 
and others can reorient archaeological perspectives and provide 
new ways of documenting Indigenous histories on the coast. 
isellers@imsarch.com (W-42)

___________________________

SEPP, Kailin, RICHMOND, Laurie, and RIGGIO, Clara (Cal Poly 
Humboldt) Communities Who Rise With the Sea: Facilitating 
Citizen Participation of Flood Adaptation Planning in King 
Salmon and Fields Landing, California. King Salmon and Fields 
Landing, two unincorporated, low-lying communities in Northern 
California, already experience regular coastal flooding, which is 
projected to substantially worsen with future sea level rise (SLR). 
Many residents do not trust the government; experience political, 
social, and technological barriers to participating in planning; 
and face other socioeconomic injustices. This paper will describe 
efforts to design a context-specific flood and SLR adaptation 
planning process that includes residents and their knowledge as 
central in determining strategies for the future. By hiring liaisons, 
facilitating workshops, and co-creating a community display, 
our design ensures residents are at the forefront of adaptation 
planning. ks635@humboldt.edu (F-110)

___________________________

SERRATO, Jordan (Linfield U) Flames of Authority: Masculinity 
and Power Dynamics in Professional Kitchens. The role of cooking 
has been considered a feminine practice in American society, but 
this does not translate into professional cooking. In professional 
kitchens, men dominate and occupy the majority of top positions, 
while only 6% of women occupy those positions. To turn cooking 
into a masculine practice, men had to create a hybrid masculinity, 
focusing on leisure and work rather than responsibility and 

obligation. Through the use of interviews, this paper examines 
the experiences of female and male chefs regarding how they 
view themselves within their profession and the implications of 
hegemonic masculinity practices created by hybrid masculinity. 
(S-17)

___________________________

SHANNON, Ollie (WSU) Beyond the Essay: Using Digital 
Spaces to Foster Student and Community Engagement. Higher 
education increasingly incorporates creative assignments known 
as “unessays,” and student engagement remains central to the 
mission of anthropology. This study explores the potential of 
unessays to enhance community engagement in digital formats. 
In the spring of 2024, I introduced “unessays” as a final project 
in my upper-division anthropology class on gender. I designed an 
interactive digital space inspired by lockdown-era digital escape 
rooms to facilitate sharing and discussion. This presentation will 
cover key takeaways: leveraging digital spaces for community 
engagement, the benefits of inclusive pedagogy for all students, 
and a walkthrough of the digital space featuring student work. 
ollie.shannon@wsu.edu (TH-66)

___________________________

SHATTUCK, Daniel (PIRE), WILLGING, Cathleen and STEELE, 
Laura (PIRE & UNM), DICKSON, Elizabeth (UNM), RAMOS, 
Mary (PIRE & UNM) Using Rapid Assessment Procedure-
Informed Clinical Ethnography (RAPICE) in School-Based 
Health Centers: Reducing Burden and Enhancing Data in 
Community-Based Implementation Science Research. In an 
implementation trial to promote LGBTQ+ inclusive practices 
in critically important yet often under-resourced school-based 
health centers (SBHCs), we used Rapid Assessment Procedure-
Informed Clinical Ethnography (RAPICE) to balance scientific 
rigor and reduce participant burden. Three anthropologists 
worked with a pediatrician and a nurse to conduct iterative 
ethnographic observations and interviews at 15 SBHCs, 
gathering pre-implementation baseline data that informed 
later action planning. Using RAPICE, we obtained nuanced 
insights, highlighting challenges such as navigating conservative 
communities and limitations of electronic medical records 
for LGBTQ+ identity documentation. RAPICE also fostered 
participant engagement, making it a promising tool for jump-
starting implementation efforts. dshattuck@pire.org (S-56)

___________________________

SHAVER, Amy (Utica U) Examining Meeting of Spiritual Needs of 
Elders Residing in Long-Term Care Facilities. This work merges 
ethnographic and social research approaches to examine 
how the spiritual needs of elders residing in long-term care 
facilities may be met. Methods of gathering information will 
include participant observation, life histories, interviews, focus 
groups, fieldnotes, and mapping. As well, social constructs that 
may present barriers to attaining full spiritual support will be 
reviewed. Critical thinking methodology will be used to analyze 
the findings. The ultimate goal of this research project is to utilize 
results for developing adequate, fitting, and equitable programs 
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that meet the spiritual needs of this confined elder population. 
amy.shaver426@gmail.com (Whova)

___________________________

SHAW, Jennifer (Thompson Rivers U), MINH, Anita (UBC), and 
ROSARIO MARTINEZ, Noemi (SFU) Structural Determinants 
of Health and the Exploitation of Migrant Care Workers Under 
Canada’s 2024 Immigration Programs: An Applied Policy 
Evaluation. Migrant care workers in Canada, primarily racialized 
women from the Global South, face ongoing exploitation and 
health inequities rooted in racial capitalism. Drawing from 
anthropological and health research perspectives, we will discuss 
our feminist intersectional policy analysis and interviews focusing 
on the lived experiences of migrant care workers in Vancouver, 
BC. Despite recent immigration reforms promising permanent 
residency and reduced employer control, workers still endure 
structural racism, sexism, and health vulnerabilities. Our research 
highlights the need for comprehensive immigration reform and 
stronger protections to address systemic inequalities, going 
beyond symbolic progress to ensure meaningful improvements 
for migrant care workers. jeshaw@tru.ca (W-82)

___________________________

SHAY, Kimberly (Wayne State U) Living and Dying in Volunteering 
Communities: Informal Social Support During Illness and at End-
of-Life. Volunteering in community settings may provide a place 
where older adults find a sense of meaning and community for 
themselves. Volunteering can also serve as a means of creating 
caring social worlds for older adults. This paper examines the ways 
that older people live and die in these volunteering communities 
by offering several ethnographic examples of the ongoing process 
of informal social support and community caregiving through 
and for volunteer group members. By examining this process 
of community caregiving for individuals during illness and end-
of-life in these volunteer communities, the benefits of informal 
social support may be examined. kimberly.shay@wayne.edu (W-
53)

___________________________

SHEINER, Eli (McGill U) Up Side Down: Addiction’s Otherwise in 
the Downtown Eastside. What would it mean for someone to 
smoke crack, take meth, or inject heroin multiple times a day, 
every day, for years on end, without being addicted? I venture to 
answer this question by drawing on two years of ethnographic 
fieldwork and community organizing in Vancouver’s Downtown 
Eastside, the most economically marginalized neighbourhood 
in Canada and the epicenter of its overdose crisis. Borrowing 
its animating concept from queer theorist Eve Sedgwick, who 
described an otherwise of the disease model of addiction, 
which is “not opposed to it or explanatory of it, but rather one 
step to the side of it,” this paper explores how people using up, 
side, and, down—vernacular for crack, methamphetamine, and 
opiates—in the Downtown Eastside enact alternatives to the 
carceral and medical rule of addiction. eli.sheiner@mail.mcgill.
ca (W-83)

___________________________

SHEPARD, Jason (MO State U) Ecotourism and Colonization in 
the Ecuadorian Amazon: Towards a Case Study. Is ecotourism 
an economic opportunity for Indigenous groups in the Amazon 
to achieve greater prosperity while stewarding the environment 
where they live? Are ecotourism projects and jobs an alternative 
to socially and environmentally damaging extractivism? This 
paper explores the political ecology of a community ecolodge 
project in the Orellana province of Ecuador. Ecotourism is limited 
as a strategy for ecological conservation insofar as it is embedded 
within a capitalist system, driving further capital accumulation 
through the destruction of commons and increasing enclosure. 
As ecotourism creates “green” jobs, colonists come for the 
vacated jobs and drive further colonization within the Amazon. 
jasonshepard@missouristate.edu (F-107)

___________________________

SHEPHERD, Abigail (UCF) Continuing Anthropological 
Engagement With Harm Reduction: Peer Overdose Reversal 
Among People Who Use Drugs in Florida. This paper examines 
how participants at a syringe service program (SSP) in Florida 
are responding to drug-related overdose among their peers. 
Drawing on interviews with SSP participants, I discuss the factors 
that influence people who use drugs’ (PWUD) decision making 
surrounding overdose reversal. Preliminary findings show that 
responses to individual overdose occurrences are complex, 
informed by context, prior experience, and emotion. Despite the 
wide availability of naloxone, an overdose reversal medication, 
PWUD must navigate additional complications when responding 
to overdoses. This paper contributes to anthropology’s 
engagement with harm reduction and the application of 
ethnographic research to improve the health of PWUD. abigail.
shepherd@ucf.edu (W-115)

___________________________

SHEVCHENKO, Anastasia V. (LAPCOS) Exploring the Idiographic-
Nomothetic Dilemma to Develop Acculturation Theory: The 
Case for Monaco. This research does not essentialize or reduce 
social behaviors to static entities but examines interactions 
and individual variations within diverse contexts. Monaco’s 
environment reflects a combination of individual and collective 
values influenced by both localized, specific principles and 
broader, general norms. Employing a mixed-method approach, 
drawing on Trompenaars’ frameworks, this study examines the 
dimensions of interpellation as a basis for advancing acculturation 
theory. Findings highlight a series of dilemmas between personal 
preferences and societal expectations. This research contributes 
to a deeper understanding of micro-dynamics through a new 
conceptual model derived from the tensions between idiographic 
and nomothetic approaches. avchevtchenko@gmail.com (F-34)

___________________________

SHIELDS, Amy (UAB) Going My Way: How Death Doulas Assist 
People to Die With Authenticity. Death is the one certainty in 
human life, and every culture has unique ways of engaging with 
this universal experience. The prevailing Western attitude is 
avoidance. Death doulas seek to change that attitude and teach 



87

Paper Abstracts

people to approach death as a natural transition that can impart 
emotional and spiritual growth for dying people and caregivers. 
Through interviews with death doulas across North America, 
this research investigates their philosophies, techniques, and 
motivations to help people experience a good death. Drawing on 
first-hand accounts, it examines the challenges of operating in 
an uncertain legal framework amid a patchwork of statutes and 
regulations. shieldsa@uab.edu (F-55)

___________________________

SIL, Shreemoyee (UFL) Embodying Cancer: Experiences of 
Pediatric Patients at a Palliative Care Center in India. This 
paper examines the embodied experiences of pediatric cancer 
patients at a palliative care center located in Delhi, India. Cancer 
treatments, including chemotherapy and radiation therapy, often 
result in significant physical changes, such as hair loss and fertility 
issues, which profoundly affect the daily lives of these children. 
Additionally, major surgeries, including limb amputations, can 
further alter their sense of self. In addition to exploring children’s 
experiences with cancer care, this paper highlights how their lives 
also get influenced by broader societal and gendered ideologies 
surrounding cancer and disability, which ultimately impact the 
care journeys of these children. shreemoyeesil30@gmail.com 
(TH-115)

___________________________

SILVERMAN, Carol (U Oregon) Roma Cultural Activism: Dilemmas 
of Engagement, Scholarship, and Representation. What are the 
challenges of combining engaged scholarship with an activist 
agenda regarding the U.S. NGO “Voice of Roma,” which advocates 
for Europe’s largest and historically persecuted ethnic minority? 
As a non-Roma confronting injustice through music, I explore 
divergent goals and terminology (e.g., “Gypsy”) while balancing 
essentialism with variation, pride with survival, and diplomacy 
with politics to illustrate dilemmas of representation. Underlining 
the responsibility that I bear in this decolonizing moment where 
Roma seek to produce knowledge about themselves, I investigate 
educational vs. entertainment agendas and skills for different 
audiences and ask, “Who is representing whom, and for what 
purpose?” csilverm@uoregon.edu (S-37)

___________________________

SINGH PUNI, Tirath and MILLER, Christine (SCAD) Breaking 
Barriers: Applying Ethnographic Tools and Service Design to 
Integrate Community-Based Research in Medical Education. This 
study examines how ethnographic tools, applied through the 
lens of Service Design, can assist the medical school leadership of 
a satellite campus of a state university medical school to redesign 
their curriculum to incorporate community-based participatory 
research (CBPR). By using mixed methods approaches, such 
as contextual interviews, surveys, and co-creation workshops 
combined with journey mapping and blueprinting, the leadership 
can develop actionable strategies to integrate community 
research, fostering a deeper connection between academic 
structures and community needs. This approach highlights the 
potential for scaling ethnographic insights to reform curricula 

and educational institutions training future medical doctors. 
tirathsinghpuni@gmail.com (F-75)

___________________________

SIZEK, Julia, COUGHLAN, Michael, and HUBER-STEARNS, Heidi 
(U Oregon) Planning Under Fire: How Changing Fire Regimes 
Reshape Forest and Community Planning Across the Pacific 
Northwest. Changing wildfire regimes are disrupting communities 
and surrounding forests across the Pacific Northwest, upending 
livelihoods, economies, and forest management plans. As 
summer events are canceled, recreation-based businesses shut 
down, and timber sales burn before they can be harvested, both 
communities and land managers are faced with hard decisions of 
how and what to prioritize in these landscapes. Drawing on case 
study research from the 30-year social and economic monitoring 
for the Northwest Forest Plan, this presentation will examine how 
federal agency employees and community members attempt to 
mitigate the disruptive impacts of wildfires through new planning 
processes. jsizek@uoregon.edu (W-44)

___________________________

SJÖLANDER-LINDQVIST, Annelie (U Gothenburg) Hydropower and 
Hydro-Social Territories: Contestations, Values, and the Remaking 
of Swedish Waterscapes. Harnessing the energy of flowing water to 
generate electricity is an old technique stretching back in time. In 
Sweden, the first hydropower facility was built in the 12th century, 
but it was not until the 19th century that rivers began to be used 
more large-scale for electricity production, laying the ground for the 
Swedish welfare state. In this paper, we depart from the concepts 
of “waterscape” and “hydro-social territories” to explore the active 
construction of hydropower as not only the interface of society, 
technology, and nature but also a critical role in a decarbonized world. 
Empirically, we explore how the implementation of a national plan 
for the retrial of the environmental conditions for hydroelectricity 
production in Sweden mediates imagined, planned, and materialized 
values and meanings of water and water-close communities, 
upholding and creating new contestations and boundaries. (W-102)

___________________________

SKATES, Graylin (Purdue U) Tinkering With Care Navigation: 
Tracing How Public Health Teams Adjust CHW and Patient 
Navigation Models to Address the Needs of Unhoused People 
Overdue for Cervical Cancer Screening in the Midwest. This paper 
examines how care navigation models are crafted, adapted, and 
negotiated in practice based on six months of ethnographic 
fieldwork with a public health team launching a navigation 
program for cervical cancer screening. Care navigation is a health 
intervention designed to bridge access issues and ease structural 
inequalities for complex illnesses, namely cancer. Public health 
teams “tinker” with project design, biotechnologies, and 
professional titles to ameliorate health disparities. My research 
shows that navigators are dually situated as both advocates for 
change, by providing adaptive and integrative care, and complicit 
within systems that reproduce health disparities and cause 
structural violence. gskates@purdue.edu (TH-115)

___________________________
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SKOGGARD, Ian (Yale U HRAF), TOUTEE, Louise (Yale U), 
and RAJA, Isana (Oxford U) Effects of Warfare and Natural 
Hazards on Religiosity. Preliminary analysis of a small sample 
of ethnographic cases shows that natural hazards and warfare, 
including aggression and violence variables, have the opposite 
effects on ritual behavior and religiosity, defined as belief in 
the supernatural. In this paper, we present the results from an 
analysis of a larger sample size, controlling for social complexity 
and including multiple dimensions of hazards, such as severity, 
predictability, and speed of onset. In the paper, we present a 
more nuanced theory of the relationships between weather, 
warfare, violence, and religious beliefs and practices based on 
the combined Standard Cross-Cultural Sample and Probability 
Sample File. ian.skoggard@yale.edu (F-70)

___________________________

SMITH-MORRIS, Carolyn (UT Southwestern) Constructing 
Communities for CBPR in Public Health: Bridging From High-Tech, 
Clinical to Unconnected Diagnostic Groups. CBPR in public health 
typically relies upon constructed, if not false, communities, 
including persons who share a diagnosis. CBPR specialists, 
therefore, rely on partners who are already leading a “community” 
among people in these diagnostic groups or who are managing 
sites where such people might be recruited. Our project aims to 
establish a long-term collaboration to understand and address 
the cardiovascular (CV) learning needs of African-American 
cancer survivors in two African-American “communities.” The 
latent side effects of many cancer treatments are more common 
among African-American patients, who historically have reduced 
trust in and access to treatment education and shared decision 
making. We discuss our partnership, strategies in working with 
constructed communities, and what alternatives may exist. 
Carolyn.Smith-Morris@UTSouthwestern.edu (TH-105)

___________________________

SMITH, Kristopher (WSU), GACHOHI, John (Jomo Kenyatta 
U of Ag & Tech), PISOR, Anne (PSU), and KARIUKI, M. Njenga 
(WSU) Climate Change and the Impact of a Climate-Sensitive 
Disease Among Kenyan Pastoralists. Climate change is disrupting 
the ecology of vector-borne diseases, and marginalized rural 
populations are becoming increasingly vulnerable to climate-
sensitive diseases. In arid- and semi-arid lands of East Africa, 
increased droughts followed by extreme flooding create the 
perfect breeding conditions for mosquito vectors, leading to 
increased incidences of arboviruses such as Rift Valley fever. Using 
data from ethnographic interviews and focus group discussions 
with pastoralists in northern Kenya, this paper explores how 
communities are perceiving the relationship between climate 
change and Rift Valley fever, its impact on people’s livelihoods, 
and the decision making factors that affect exposure to Rift Valley 
fever. kristopher.m.smith@wsu.edu (TH-20)

___________________________

SNOEK, Conor (U Lethbridge) Cognitive Artifacts and Cultural 
Models in Language Learning. This paper argues that language-
learning materials are cognitive artifacts (Norman, 1991) that 

are partial public representations of Cultural Models (Bennardo, 
2024). Drawing on artifact analysis in light of conceptual blending 
theory (Fauconnier & Turner, 2002; Hutchins, 2005), this 
research examines language-learning materials for Blackfoot, 
an endangered Indigenous language spoken in Montana and 
Alberta. The limited number of materials currently in use in 
the classroom emerges from the specialist field of linguistics 
and the locally encultured language teaching tradition (Frantz, 
1991; Russel, 1997). The materials exhibit aspects of very 
different conceptualizations of language and language teaching. 
Investigating the structure and use of these materials provides 
insight into emerging cultural models in the language classroom. 
conor.snoek@uleth.ca (S-34)

___________________________

SOSA, Gloria (USC) Undocumented Latina Activists Engaging 
in Feminist Activism in Los Angeles. This study underscores 
undocumented women activists’ long-term commitment to 
social justice in Southern California. Scholars invested in the 
undocumented youth-led movement have not examined 
activists’ professional and social lives after graduating college. 
The present study shows that engaging in activism as college 
students propelled undocumented women’s desire to continue 
improving the lives of community members but also left them 
with a fixed understanding of active activism. Through analyzing 
former undocumented youth women activists’ oral histories, I 
show that they continuously participate in feminist activism by 
going beyond their work-related duties and actively funneling 
essential resources to immigrant communities. sosaglor@usc.
edu (F-78)

___________________________

SOSTAITA, Barbara (UIC) The World Begins at a Kitchen Table: 
On My Dad’s Stories, Sermons, and Migrant Ambiguity. For Joy 
Harjo, “the world begins at a kitchen table.” For the past year, 
I have conducted fieldwork at the kitchen table with my dad, 
Daniel, a formerly undocumented pastor ministering to migrants 
in the U.S. South. What began as an attempt to study his church 
has become a project about our migration. Recently, we have 
begun revisiting his past sermons, which are also attempts to 
process his migrant trauma. His sermons allow me to theorize 
migrant ambiguity—where home is elusive, belonging is under 
construction, and the kitchen table facilitates movements 
between past and present, here and there. (W-65)

___________________________

SPOON, Jeremy (Portland State U), GERKEY, Drew (OR State U), 
RAI, Alisa (Portland State U), RAI, Janak (Tribhuvan U), HUNTER, 
Chelsea (UNT), NAKARMI, Selina (Portland State U), RANA, 
Kabita and ADIKHARI, Pragati (Tribhuvan U), ROSENKRANZ, 
Leah (Portland State U) Identifying Recovery Pathways From 
Multiple Forms of Change at the Intersection of Geohazards, 
Climate Change, and Development in Rural Nepal. Recovery 
pathways from intersecting forms of change for rural Nepal 
households and settlements differ by identity, hazard exposure, 
livelihood, and accessibility over the short and longer term. 
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We present mixed quantitative and qualitative research with 
outreach that follows 400 rural households in four settlements 
over 10 years that experienced the catastrophic 2015 
earthquakes and cascading effects, the COVID-19 pandemic, 
local governance decentralization, road construction, and 
climate change. Depending on identities, cash- and place-based 
recovery pathways emerged that were challenged by multi-
faceted vulnerabilities, including historical ethnic and spatial 
inequalities, and facilitated by adaptive capacities, such as 
livelihood diversity, mutual aid, and local knowledge. jspoon@
pdx.edu (W-110)

___________________________

SPRAY, Julie (U Galway) and MCLAUCHLAN, Laura (Macquarie U) 
Anthropologists Across the Borderlands: Epistemic Recognition 
and Misrecognition in Interdisciplinary Spaces. Anthropologists 
frequently contribute to interdisciplinary teams, but how does 
anthropological knowledge get heard? The Borderlands project 
investigates the social, structural, and epistemic processes 
through which disciplinary knowledges are activated or silenced 
in interdisciplinary spaces. Deriving theoretically from the 
nexus of feminist and philosophical theories of recognition 
(Honneth, 1995) and epistemic injustice (Fricker, 2007), we 
posit that some individuals, conditions, or disciplines may more 
easily enable “epistemic recognition” (McConkey, 2004): when 
knowers are deemed credible and their knowledge accepted 
and disseminated. This presentation reports preliminary findings 
from interviews with scholars working in interdisciplinary spaces 
towards an anthropological practice of interdisciplinarity. julie.
spray@universityofgalway.ie (F-24)

___________________________

STANFORD, Lois (NMSU), GREENLEE, Heather (Fred Hutch 
Cancer Rsch Ctr), GUZMAN, Ivette (NMSU), LAMPE, Johanna 
(Fred Hutch Cancer Rsch Ctr), and YANEZ, Marlene (La Semilla 
Food Ctr) Diverse Perceptions of Healthy Food and Culinary 
Traditions in U.S.-Mexico Border Communities: Implications for 
Health Intervention Programs. U.S.-Mexico Border communities 
have disproportionately high rates of health disparities, including 
obesity, cancer, and chronic health conditions. A collaborative 
project between NMSU and FHCC collected representative local 
recipes, ranging from traditional to more Westernized, in order 
to analyze their nutritional content. Focus group interviews were 
conducted with three groups: (1) community health educators, 
known as promotoras; (2) chefs, often engaged in decolonizing 
border cuisine; and (3) working mothers. Comparative analysis 
of interview texts revealed both common perceptions across 
groups and internal differences in perspectives on traditional 
and healthy foods. Successful local health intervention efforts 
require recognition and validation of different intra-community 
perspectives. lstanfor@nmsu.edu (W-86)

___________________________

STAVIG, Lucía (Indiana U) “Anthropologist, Heal Thyself”: From 
Witness to Wholeness. Anthropologists “diagnose” the ills of 
the world, but diagnosing our own hearts proves more difficult. 

When I began fieldwork documenting forcibly sterilized women’s 
efforts toward healing in Peru, I was battling depression. Though 
I shared many of their symptoms, my position, my “power,” kept 
me silent. Sitting with their susto, their soul loss, forced me to 
confront that I, too, was lost. Denying our feelings and seeing 
ourselves and our traumas as separate from the world keeps 
the world sick; to deny interbeing is to deny the possibility of 
healing. Anthropologists owe the world not only our witness but 
our wholeness. lstavig@iu.edu (W-95)

___________________________

STEINMETZ, Emily (Wash Coll) Collaborating and Co-Authorship: 
Partnering With Women Serving Life. For the past seven years, I 
have collaborated with a group of women serving life sentences 
in Ohio. We worked together on several projects focused on life 
sentencing and parole, which were co-conceptualized and co-
produced, including museum exhibits, a co-authored essay, and 
currently, a book that emerges out of a long, shared visioning 
and co-writing process. Anthropology has an interesting history 
of collaborative ethnography as both method and product, and 
I situate our ongoing collaboration within that story. I reflect on 
the challenges and possibilities of this kind of work and what 
it might offer an inclusive anthropology oriented toward social 
transformation. esteinmetz2@washcoll.edu (S-52)

___________________________

STEINMETZ, Shawn (Hoyo) Looking Beyond Stone Tools: The 
Utilization of Ethnobotany and Ethnography to Identify Historic 
Properties. Ethnobotany and ethnography are under-utilized 
tools in helping archaeologists identify historic properties in the 
section 106 process. I will discuss several projects conducted by 
the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation that 
incorporated oral history interviews with tribal members and/
or ethnobotanical surveys in the identification process, often 
leading to the documentation of traditional gathering areas. 
In some instances, the undertakings led to adverse effects on 
historic properties. The negotiated resolution of adverse effects 
in some instances allowed for access to traditional gathering 
areas on private lands, which tribal members had been excluded 
from for generations. Shawn@hoyocr.org (TH-69)

___________________________

STEIWER, Fiona (UMD) Spectres of the Past: The Impact of Dark 
Tourism on Heritage Narratives in Ireland. Current trends in 
heritage tourism suggest a growing interest in darker material. 
“Dark Tourism,” coined by Lennon and Foley, is the visiting of sites 
specifically for their relation to death and suffering. This paper 
examines the Skibbereen Heritage Centre in Ireland, exploring 
how these narratives are consumed and generate exploitative 
economies, resulting in the desensitization of visitors to real 
violence and suffering. This form of critical analysis is essential 
when deciding how to effectively display archaeologically 
recovered material culture that speaks to suffering and violence 
while capturing the “public’s” imagination, which forms much of 
Ireland’s tourist economy. (TH-15)

___________________________
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STENERSEN, Madeline (SLU) Borrowed Identities: Co-Opting the 
Narratives of Thai Sex Workers. With Thailand’s increasing foreign 
population, there is little doubt that foreign influence on Thailand 
has grown. However, little research has examined foreigners’ 
views and attitudes toward sex workers in Thailand. Our study, 
using prototype methodology, reveals foreigners’ perceptions of 
individuals who sell sex (ISS) in Thailand. This presentation will 
use study results to contextualize how various stakeholders co-
opt sex workers’ stories, including anti-trafficking organizations 
and tourism. By examining the tension between self-defined 
identities and societal projections, we uncover challenges faced 
by sex workers in asserting their narratives. The discussion 
considers broader implications for policy, social perceptions, and 
lived experiences. madeline.stenersen@health.slu.edu (Whova)

___________________________

STEPHENS, Rachael (UPenn) Reclaiming Tin Foil Hats: The Politics 
Surrounding the Socio-Spatial Distribution of Wireless Radiation. 
A growing body of scientific studies suggests that average 
levels of wireless radiation (from cell phones, cell towers, etc.) 
present significant health risks. These risks are heightened in 
urban areas, where wireless infrastructures are more densely 
concentrated and where already marginalized populations 
endure poorer environmental health and less access to health 
care. This paper follows my 15 months as the co-Director of a 
grassroots organization advocating for “safe technology” policies 
in Connecticut. By discussing our work measuring radiation 
levels, sharing this data, and advocating for change, I illuminate 
how governmental decentralization and “corporate capture” 
affect civic engagement and grassroots activism. rachael.
stephens.127@gmail.com (Whova)

___________________________

STEPP, J. Richard (UFL) The Impact of Hurricanes, Gentrification, 
and Mitigation on Rural Florida Gulf Communities. In the last year, 
Northern Florida Gulf communities have been impacted by an 
unprecedented three hurricanes, leading to localized wind damage 
and widespread damage due to storm surges that, in some areas, 
exceeded 5 meters. These shock events have punctuated much 
slower changes due to gentrification and sea level rise mitigation. 
These changes have been destructive in their own ways to 
communities that have deep-rootedness in the region. This paper 
explores these intersecting and compounding types of changes with 
the hope of finding a future for the Florida Gulf that allows for the 
persistence of community and livelihoods. stepp@ufl.edu (W-110)

___________________________

STEVENSON, Alexandra and GRACE-MCCASKEY, Cynthia 
(ECU), GRIMES, Kristin, BRANDT, Marilyn, and DURDALL, Allie 
(UVI) Towards Equitable Coral Restoration: Defining Success 
Through Social-Ecological Collaboration. Climate change poses a 
significant threat to global coral reefs. Restoration efforts often 
prioritize ecological goals while overlooking the social benefits of 
equitable practices that enhance resilience. Research shows that 
establishing a shared understanding of goals among practitioners 
and local stakeholders is crucial for equitable restoration. In 

this presentation, I will share a co-developed definition of coral 
restoration success based on data from interviews and surveys 
conducted in the U.S. Virgin Islands in the summer of 2024. 
The findings emphasize the need for an inclusive definition that 
accounts for social dynamics and benefits in coral restoration 
efforts. stevensona17@students.ecu.edu (F-47)

___________________________

STOFFLE, Brent (NOAA Fisheries SEFSC) and GRAHAM, Molly 
(NOAA Fisheries-Voices of the Fisheries) The Use of Oral Histories 
in the U.S. Caribbean: Improving Fisheries Management and 
Building Relationships. Globally, oral histories are used as a means 
of preserving something perceived to be soon lost. In addition to 
preservation, oral histories are a viable strategy for conducting 
longitudinal analysis regarding issues of climate change, collection 
of traditional/local ecological knowledge, and examination of 
adaptive strategies in fishing and marketing. These analyses are 
a cornerstone of NOAA’s fisheries management tool kit in that 
they provide in-depth discussions centered around issues of 
food security and economic and social stability. This presentation 
highlights research in the U.S. Caribbean using oral histories as a 
strategy for improving management and relationships with local 
fishers/community members. Brent.Stoffle@noaa.gov (W-70)

___________________________

STOFFLE, Brent (NOAA) Heritage Littoral Landscapes of Coastal 
African Ancestry Communities in Barbados. African Ancestry 
communities in Barbados have established, through time and 
space, deep heritage ties to places along nearby littorals. The 
analysis is based on more than 500 ethnographic field interviews 
conducted over a decade. These land and sea attachments began 
during the period of enslavement and continue to be maintained 
today. This analysis is focused on how these places became 
functionally integrated into landscapes and culturally central to 
these coastal peoples. This paper focuses on Barbados natural/
cultural heritage coastal landscapes, which traditional people 
recognize and wish to celebrate, protect, and jointly manage with 
their national government. Brent.Stoffle@noaa.gov (W-102)

___________________________

STOFFLE, Richard (U Arizona) Storied Rocks: Portals to Other 
Dimensions. Storied Rocks (Tumpituxwinap) is a term of reference 
used by the Numic-speaking tribal elders whom we have worked 
with for over 60 years on an estimated 200 ethnographic 
studies. Key in this analysis are the protocols for approaching, 
interacting, and using the places where Storied Rocks have been 
located. This analysis shares the cultural understandings of Tribal 
representatives who participated in these ethnographic studies. 
Studies used in the analysis were funded by U.S. federal agencies, 
supported by federally recognized Native American tribes, and 
composed with the cultural understandings shared and made 
public by tribally appointed elders. rstoffle@arizona.edu (W-72)

___________________________

STOLTZ, Amanda (USGS), WON, Olivia M., GEE, Emma K.C., 
and SETO, Katherine L. (UCSC) Environmental Justice of Coastal 
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Hazards: A Systematic Review of the Literature. Academic interest 
in the intersection of environmental justice (EJ) and coastal 
hazards, such as flooding and erosion, has increased under the 
context of climate change. This paper presents a systematic 
literature review on EJ and coastal hazards worldwide. Overall, 
76% of the papers reviewed determined that the most vulnerable 
populations are also the most at risk of coastal hazards; however, 
there was a dearth of information on the historical causes of 
this phenomenon. We present recommendations for coastal 
hazards researchers, Federal science agencies, and boundary 
organizations working towards EJ on the coast to remedy the 
gaps in the literature. adstoltz@gmail.com (F-47)

___________________________

STONER, Breann (WillametteCRA) Foothills Trail Part 2: Enter 
the Machines. Following testing at pre-contact site 45KI1463 
and a King County Parks redesign of construction plans to 
avoid damaging an artifact-dense area and intact thermal 
feature, WillametteCRA carried out archaeological construction 
monitoring. We encountered four additional features during 
monitoring, leading to a fourth round of archaeological testing. 
Construction subsequently resumed, and the Foothills Project 
was completed in August 2024. This presentation describes 
this work and considers ways that archaeologists use testing 
of small intact cultural deposits to redesign monitoring plans. 
(TH-104)

___________________________

STRAUSS, Claudia (Pitzer Coll) What Is New, What Not, in 
Discourses About Work-Life Boundaries in the U.S. Public 
commentary typically frames U.S. workers’ demands for work-life 
boundaries as a post-2020 phenomenon, attributable to anger 
about poor treatment during the pandemic or an attitudinal shift 
among millennials and Gen Z. Yet, when I interviewed job seekers 
in the 2010s, all generations repudiated workaholism. Drawing 
on current social media commentary about work-life boundaries 
and right-to-disconnect laws, as well as my interviews, I analyze 
different conventional discourses about limiting work time (e.g., 
productivity versus fairness arguments). Although the discourses 
are not new, greater worker power and public recirculation of 
these discourses have given them greater visibility and legitimacy. 
claudia_strauss@pitzer.edu (S-35)

___________________________

STREIFF, Sophie (U Idaho) The Archaeology of a Changing 
Community: 20th Century Heritage and Health Tourism in 
Fort Davis, Texas. Once an active military fort during the 19th 
century, the town of Fort Davis, Texas, found itself a tourist local 
by the inter-war period. Located proximally to the U.S./Mexico 
border, Fort Davis provides a unique opportunity to analyze the 
intersection of the romanticized American West with heritage 
and health tourism. Through an exploration of the material 
traces of Fort Davis’ tourism industry, this paper investigates the 
intersection and manifestation of health, nationalism, and racial 
identity during the 1920s-1940s. This research analyzes 20th-
century material culture recovered during the 2014 Fort Davis 

Archaeology Project at a private property adjacent to the old 
fort. stre8953@vandals.uidaho.edu (TH-13)

___________________________

STUCKI, Larry (Retired) Why Vine Deloria Was Right When He 
Shockingly Stated in 1969 That “Indians Had Been Cursed Above 
All Other People in History. Indians Have Anthropologists.” Now, 
in my retirement years, I strongly believe that Deloria was right 
after all: anthropologists often contribute more of a problem than 
the solution to the continuing extremely severe difficulties facing 
today’s Indigenous populations worldwide. This is not to say 
that anthropologists bear most of the blame for such continuing 
serious problems but rather that they have done much to hinder 
possible solutions. This is the story of events in my career that 
have led me to argue that it is past time for anthropologists to 
cease treating Indigenous populations as endangered species 
that need special habitat protection. lrstucki2@gmail.com 
(Whova)

___________________________

STUESSE, Angela and VARGAS, Daniela A. (UNCCH) On Activist 
Scholarship, Co-Authorship, and Finding Our Way Through 
Trauma. Following a high-profile immigration raid, 15 years after 
the co-authors first met, our lives became entwined in ways we 
could never have predicted. In the five years since, we have been 
collaborating to narrate that experience alongside a life history of 
undocumentation. But one thing about trauma is that it lingers, 
insistently confounding our best intentions of collaborative 
storytelling and co-authorship. Looking to theories of testimonio 
and witnessing, relationality and embodiment, desire and 
refusal, we attempt to come to terms with how trauma troubles, 
makes demands upon, and ultimately reshapes the possibilities 
for horizontal, longitudinal, activist scholarship. (W-65)

___________________________

STUEWE, Allison (U Arizona) What Is Belonging?: Iraqi Yezidi 
Suburban Sociabilities in Lincoln, Nebraska. In the U.S., Lincoln, 
Nebraska, is the chosen home for most Yezidi refugees from 
Turkey, Syria, and Iraq. Drawn by familial connections and the 
city’s affordability, they are supported by numerous Yezidi-led 
initiatives that provide a variety of services, but many Yezidis still 
feel disconnected from non-Yezidi Lincolnites. This paper explores 
the physical spaces of togetherness and particular sociabilities 
that cultivate Yezidi citizenship in the Midwest. Responding to 
Ayşe Çağlar’s (2024) call to think beyond solidarity and belonging 
when theorizing citizenship, this paper explores public spaces 
and ways of being in them that produce mutual respect, if not 
necessarily belonging. astuewe@arizona.edu (TH-05)

___________________________

STUMPF-CAROME, Jeanne Marie (Kent State U Geauga) Mirror, 
Mirror: Reflections. The call to “revitalize” applied anthropology 
is the infinity mirror for my reflections on a nearly 50-year 
footpath for a career as an applied anthropologist. “Applied 
Anthropology: A View from the Bottom,” my first anthropology 
paper presented in 1976, detailed my personal search to “find” 
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applied anthropology―a program, a faculty, and signs of life 
in the wake of Reinventing Anthropology. Cobbling together 
anthropology, sociology, psychology, urban planning, kinetic art, 
and fiber optics, my academic career exists today. Angling the 
mirrors, my reflections remain: Is applied anthropology a three-
legged stool—capable or not of standing on its own legs―an 
idea, or a practice? jstumpfc@kent.edu (Whova)

___________________________

SUBKHAN, Imam (UW) Ritualizing Tutoring: An Anthropological 
Perspective of Writing Center Dynamics and Practices. From an 
applied anthropological perspective, a writing center is not just 
a physical space but a cultural landscape shaped by tutoring 
practices that influence tutor-writer dynamics. These practices 
are codified to structure tutoring, creating rituals that provide 
tutors and writers with a sense of certainty, boost confidence, 
and reduce anxiety. While these rituals offer rigidity and 
regularity, they also generate a new tutoring repertoire, 
helping the center evolve. The significance lies not in the 
rituals themselves but in how tutoring is ritualized to meet the 
needs of both writers and tutors, revealing the writing center’s 
ability to adapt and remain responsive in supporting students. 
imams@uw.edu (F-64)

___________________________

SULTANA, Sadia, LINN, Colleen, and OWUOR, Patrick Mbullo 
(Wayne State U) A Gendered Analysis of Housing Insecurity: 
Experiences From Women Living With HIV in Kisumu, Kenya. HIV 
continues to disproportionally affect women in Sub-Saharan 
Africa. Though social and structural drivers of HIV have been 
documented, little is known about the impact of housing 
insecurity among women living with HIV. We qualitatively 
explored the gendered aspects of housing insecurity and its 
consequences on women living with HIV in Kisumu, Kenya. 
Evidence suggests that women’s intimate relationships and 
social networks diminish, while domestic responsibility, violence, 
and feelings of being stigmatized increase with poor housing. A 
gendered analysis of housing insecurity is critical to improving 
HIV prevention and treatment outcomes among women in sub-
Saharan Africa. hh2074@wayne.edu (S-25)

___________________________

SWAMY, Raja (UTK) Critical Disaster Studies: Grappling With 
Genocide. In this paper, I pose a series of questions arising from 
the Gaza genocide to examine the potential for a critical disaster 
studies that is attentive to the political, historical, and ethical/
moral questions driving concerns over generalized, normalized, 
and often obscured mass human suffering. Specifically, I 
investigate the problem of rhythmicity (social reproduction), the 
metabolic rift (ecological crisis), and rupture (potential shifts in 
the historic conjuncture) in light of the massive death toll, the 
intensifying suffering and despair of Gaza’s population, and the 
political complicities driving the genocide, in order to propose 
an expanded framework for disaster studies that can better 
engage epistemologically and politically with capitalism and 
imperialism. In addition to secondary literature on Gaza, I draw 

upon my ongoing research in four disaster contexts (Southern 
India, Houston (TX), Maui (Hawaii), and the Appalachian region 
of Tennessee and North Carolina) for this paper. rswamy1@utk.
edu (TH-10)

___________________________

SWANSON, Isabelle (CSULB & UCR) Everyday Resistance to the 
War on Drugs: Harm Reduction as a Model for Radical Compassion 
and Community-Based Care. Harm reduction, at its core, is an 
approach to care that challenges conventional strategies of 
addressing drug harms by centering community organizing 
and education, empowering drug user agency, and dismantling 
stigma. As part of a larger study on overdose, interviews with 
local harm reductionists raised critical questions about how 
the medicalized application of harm reduction strategies often 
diverges from its liberatory roots. This paper explores how 
expanding our understanding of harm reduction beyond a public 
health strategy to a form of community-driven social change can 
help resist a neoliberal co-opting of the movement and recognize 
the transformative potential of community-centered care. (W-
113)

___________________________

SWEENEY TOOKES, Jennifer (GA Southern U) The “Bigger, Badder 
Beryl”: Barbadian Oral Histories of the Anthropocene. Scientific 
literature indicates that climate change-linked fluctuations in 
ocean temperature affect marine species on which fishers rely 
for their livelihoods. Evidence suggests that global warming is 
increasing the temperature of ocean waters, which is linked to an 
increase in the severity and frequency of hurricanes. Fisherfolk 
on the Caribbean island of Barbados have a front-row seat for 
these shifts, felt most recently when the majority of the nation’s 
fishing fleet was decimated by Hurricane Beryl. This paper uses 
oral history data to explore Barbadian fisherfolk responses to 
increasing issues of climate change and its impacts on their lives. 
jtookes@georgiasouthern.edu (TH-78)

___________________________

TABER, Peter, ALVAREZ, Zulma, BUTLER, Jorie, DEL FIOL, 
Guilherme, ESPINEL, Whitney, KAPHINGST, Kim, LUMPKINS, 
Crystal, MALONE JENKINS, Sabrina, MILLER, Megan, PHILLIPS, 
Lynette, SOLORZANO, Chelsea, STEVENS, Leticia, TRISTANI-
FIROUZI, Martin, ZENDEJAS-PORTUGAL, Ximena, and 
ESTABROOKS, Paul (U Utah) Adapting Field Methods to the Study 
of Genomic Medicine Referral Pathways: Lessons From Academic 
and Community Setting Case Studies. Ethnographic approaches 
can improve genomic medicine’s responsiveness to context and 
the lived experience of the patients and professionals involved. 
Yet, genomic medicine faces barriers to field methods, including 
reliance on diverse forms of expertise, high dependence on 
computational infrastructure, and the circulation of patients, 
biological samples, and test results across settings. We compare 
experiences using field methods to understand two genomic 
medicine referral pathways: (1) an existing whole genome 
sequencing program for a rare genetic disease in an academic 
neonatal intensive care unit and (2) a planned cancer risk genetic 
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testing program in a community mobile mammography clinic. 
peter.taber@hsc.utah.edu (F-85)

___________________________

TAKADA, Akira (Kyoto U) The Quiet Joy of Fieldworkers in the 
Kalahari. Having spent a considerable portion of my life living 
among the San, I have begun to contemplate the reality of 
human-environmental relationships in the Kalahari, and my 
focus of attention while conducting the fieldwork, my attitude 
and approach toward this work, as well as my rationale for 
promoting it, have gradually shifted. In this presentation, I write 
frankly about this personal contemplation. This contemplation is, 
I believe, derived from the quiet joy that not only I but also most 
people who have chosen to commit to this “work in the field” 
have experienced. akiratakad@gmail.com (F-40)

___________________________

TALLEY, Ven (UC Denver) Graphic Medicine: Applying the Graphic 
Novel Approach to Liberatory Harm Reduction With People Who 
Use Drugs (PWUD). Arts-based approaches to research and 
sharing study results are hot topics in anthropology and other 
disciplines. Resources include graphic novels, installations, and 
public screenings of video stories to honor and celebrate the co-
authorship contributions of study participants. We focus on the 
graphic novel format with themes of liberatory harm reduction 
as a platform to engage community partners on an equal footing 
in research. Our team members are university students, a faculty 
member, and PWUD. How do culture-based scholars and its 
community co-leaders rise above “trauma porn” representations 
of PWUD? What software and stylistic choices are available to 
ethically co-create graphic novels? ven.talley@ucdenver.edu (S-
10)

___________________________

TAYLOR, Amanda (WillametteCRA) Disturbed and Intact Shell 
Deposits on Mayo Cove. This paper explores the survey and 
monitoring of precontact shell midden 45PI1648 along Mayo 
Cove in Lakebay, Washington. This site has seen extensive 
historic and modern disturbance from building and marina 
construction, shoreline armoring, utility installation, and a 
gasoline storage tank. The Department of Natural Resources 
proposes marina construction and habitat restoration at this 
important Coast Salish place. WillametteCRA planned survey and 
monitoring strategies that minimize impacts to cultural deposits 
but maximize information useful for informing Project design. 
What does it mean for both interpretation and preservation that 
only small portions of the site are still in the primary context? 
amanda@willamettecra.com (TH-104)

___________________________

TAYLOR, Jennifer (CSULB) Experiences Surrounding Students 
With Learning Disabilities Amid COVID-19. COVID-19 prompted 
a rapid shift to online-only education, creating barriers for both 
students and educators. While all students face challenges, those 
with learning disabilities (LD) experience even greater obstacles. 
This research provides a platform for university students with 

LD to express where COVID-induced online education hindered 
their education and where it was able to enhance their learning. 
To understand COVID-19’s impact on education, educators were 
also interviewed and observed in online courses to further 
understand the obstacles and enhancements of online education 
for students with LD. The findings outline these barriers and offer 
suggestions for mitigation in a world where online learning is 
now a permanent fixture. jdesatoff@yahoo.com (W-78)

___________________________

TAYVIAH, Sedudji Kwesi, WILSON, Kwesi Nkum, and QUAYE, 
Ruth (Komenda Coll of Ed), THOMAS, Wendy (Greenwood Middle 
School) Accommodations and Instructional Behavior Support 
Systems: A Cross-Comparison of International Educational 
Practices on Inclusivity. Inclusivity is a fundamental aspect of 
creating equitable and inclusive societies. Cross-comparing 
international educational practices on inclusive education 
allows educators to understand different approaches, identify 
common challenges, and promote collaboration. This qualitative 
comparative study analyzes cross-cultural approaches in the 
delivery of teaching and learning to exceptional learners in Visual 
Arts and the training of teachers for specialized needs. The study 
established that effective classroom management practices like 
the use of an Individualized Education Plan Framework (IEPF) and 
Instructional Behavior Assistance (IBA) are essential for creating a 
productive learning environment and recommends the provision 
of one-on-one student support for equal learning opportunities. 
sedtayviah@yahoo.com (W-78)

___________________________

TEBBE, Margaret and SRIGYAN, Prerna (UCI) Looping 
Ethnography Into Pedagogy: Using Anthropological and STS 
Insights to Reimagine Science Classrooms. Anthropology does 
not have a place in the U.S. K-12 curriculum. As a result, when 
we, as anthropologists, were selected as a writing team for an 
innovative climate change and environmental justice curriculum, 
we faced questions about where our work fits in a high school 
setting. In this paper, we present the results of a field test of this 
anthropological curriculum in traditional science classrooms, 
drawing on ethnographic and survey data from students 
and teachers. We argue that anthropology and science and 
technology studies (STS) can bring important insights to changing 
educational practices today, including teaching data science and 
ethnic studies to diverse students. mtebbe@uci.edu (TH-14)

___________________________

TELLIEL, Yunus Doğan (WPI) Translational Anthropology: Scaling 
Ethnographic Inquiry in Human-Computer Interaction. This 
paper focuses on the challenges and possibilities of scaling 
ethnographic inquiry in two U.S.-based collaborative projects 
on human-computer interaction: the development of (1) an 
algorithm-based resource exchange platform for nonprofits and 
(2) a large-scale program on (generative) AI literacy for faculty 
in higher education institutions. I collaborated with industrial 
engineers in the first project and computer scientists in the 
second. Drawing on my fieldwork in these two projects, the paper 



94

Paper Abstracts

shows that ethnographic inquiry can be used to create mobile 
and adaptable protocols for translation between different types 
of knowledge within the context of human-computer interaction. 
ydtelliel@wpi.edu (F-45)

___________________________

THAMBIAH, Shanthi (U Malaya), SPITZER, Denise (U Alberta), 
AGHA, Sharifah Shazana and FARID, Anis (U Malaya) “To Treat, 
Not to Receive”: Understanding the Personal and Professional 
Challenges of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Malaysian Healthcare 
Workers. The COVID-19 pandemic placed unprecedented stress 
on healthcare systems. Understanding the lived experiences of 
healthcare workers exposed the human cost of the pandemic 
beyond biomedical data. We applied a participatory approach to 
study care workers, including those from the healthcare sector. 
This presentation focuses on the personal and professional 
challenges they faced. Data from Focus Group Discussions with 
doctors and nurses captured complex psychological and physical 
burdens, including navigating evolving medical protocols, dealing 
with shortages of protective equipment, and managing the 
emotional toll of moral injuries. Thus, improvements in support 
structures for healthcare workers are paramount in future crises. 
shanthi@um.edu.my (F-84)

___________________________

THIANTHAI, Chulanee (Chulalongkorn U) En-visioning 
Technological Impacts by Utilizing Traditional Anthropological 
Research Methods With 6-3-5 Brainwriting, and Risk Map. This 
presentation highlights the revitalization of traditional applied 
anthropology research methods through in-depth and focus 
group interviews, offering insight into perspectives on present 
and future technological impacts and risks. The paper argues 
that methods need not only connect past/present but can also 
be collaborative/future-oriented. The paper presents how to use 
in-depth interviews to understand the experiences of Bangkok-
based informants while using 6-3-5 brainwriting exercises to 
elicit positive and negative impacts. The paper also demonstrates 
how observations of non-verbal body language within focus 
groups can heighten participation and solicit in-depth views on 
imagined future technological impacts and predictions around 
risk. Chulanee00@hotmail.com (TH-64)

___________________________

THIEL, Amanda (OR State U), MEDINACELI, Armando (NAU), and 
RUAN-SOTO, Felipe (U de Ciencias y Artes de Chiapas) Collaborative 
Video Towards the Conservation of Gastronomic Knowledge in 
Southern Mexico. In collaboration with Indigenous and Mestizo 
communities and the Parque Nacional Lagunas de Montebello 
in Chiapas, Mexico, this project conserves local gastronomic 
knowledge through video recipes. Using ethnographic methods 
and digital media, we document traditional recipes based on 
free lists of Montebello’s foods, creating accessible videos for a 
community-centered digital database that respects Indigenous 
data sovereignty. Training local research teams in video 
production bridges generations and strengthens cultural pride. 
By differentiating foods prepared for tourists from those valued 

in daily life, this applied anthropological approach redefines 
“traditional” food and uses video as a tool for the preservation of 
biocultural diversity. thielam@oregonstate.edu (TH-99)

___________________________

THOMAS, Brian (UWM) Safety First: Statistics as a Toolset. 
The conventional approach to teaching introductory statistics 
examines core concepts as well as literacy on the production and 
consumption of statistical results. This paper seeks to refocus 
foundational statistical instruction away from intimidating 
mathematical procedures and complicated coding processes and 
toward consumptive literacy and data ethics. This is particularly 
useful as a foundational approach in anthropology, where many 
students may never need to run a regression. Doing this allows 
time to instruct on the harm data can cause, the risk collection of 
user data creates, and how to better include our research subject 
in the process. Thoma456@uwm.edu (TH-14)

___________________________

THOMAS, Jordan (UCSB) Navigating the Flames: Environmental 
Governance and Climate Change in California’s Wildfire Crisis. 
California faces a wildfire crisis, with 18 of its 20 largest recorded 
fires occurring in the last two decades. In response, government 
agencies are expanding prescribed burn projects. For these burns 
to be effective, they must cater to local socioecological needs—a 
challenge at odds with standardized governmental parameters. 
This research employs mixed methods to analyze how 
communities adapt knowledge and practices to unprecedented 
conditions. Specifically, it explores how people operating within 
standard parameters implement adaptive burn practices that 
align with regional sociocultural values and ecological needs, 
offering insights into the limits and possibilities of environmental 
governance amid climate change. jordanthomas@ucsb.edu (W-
80)

___________________________

THOMAS, Jordan, HARTHORN, Barbara Herr, GRAY, Summer, 
and PRENTICE-WALZ, Heather (UCSB) Charismatic Coral: 
Implications of Species Appeal for Research, Funding, and Policy 
in Restoration Technologies. Charismatic species, such as coral, 
attract heightened interest that shapes research, funding, and 
policy support for restoration technologies. This study focuses on 
coral to examine the influence of species appeal on conservation 
priorities. Through a mixed-methods analysis of funding patterns, 
media attention, and policy impacts, we examine the attributes 
that grant certain species “charisma,” or symbolic appeal, and 
assess how this appeal directs the distribution of conservation 
focus. Our findings contribute to a critical examination of the 
factors that elevate certain species in conservation agendas, 
questioning whether the focus on charismatic species may sideline 
less visible but ecologically significant species. jordanthomas@
ucsb.edu (TH-97)

___________________________

THOMAS, Michael (Space Doctors) Vibes and Feels: 
Complementarity of Semiotic and Data Analysis for Materializing 
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Cultural Model Hypotheses. Cultural models are often elicited and 
expressed in verbal and written language, as rich descriptions, 
in diagrams, or as a series of propositional claims. But these 
expressions of cultural models can nonetheless be difficult to 
interpret in the context of nonlinguistic media or in material 
form without intentional examination of symbolic meaning and 
material affordances connecting language to sensory expression. 
Online data analysis and semiotic analysis can be powerful 
complementary approaches that help in understanding material 
expressions and sensory cues associated with language, which 
together can be synthesized into multi-sensory cultural models 
to be further explored through observation in ethnographic 
contexts. mhowardthomas@gmail.com (F-04)

___________________________

THOMPSON, Christopher (UCLA) Between Culture and Capital: 
“New Orleans” at This Conjuncture. New Orleans has long been 
thought of as an exceptional space—a hidden alcove off the 
temporal and political pathways of national modernity. This 
imaginary, potent and global, rests on romanticized images of 
decadence but also on subtexts of racial violence, economic 
failure, and ecological toxicity and loss. Yet, as a whole, these 
images produce an unexpected present, ripe with unruly visions 
for the future and new capital regimes. Based on recent archival 
research and fieldwork with New Orleans’ Black Masking Indians, 
this essay interrogates the ways in which “exceptionalism” is 
produced as a historical project with specific racial and class 
contours and the forms of neoliberal capital secured through 
the celebration of “Black history” and “identity” in this context. 
crthompson@ucla.edu (W-35)

___________________________

THOMPSON, Jasmine (CSUN) Community Engagement in 
Local Museums—A Participatory Look Into Narratives and 
Representation in Museums. Applied anthropology is gaining 
prominence in public sectors creating spaces for unheard 
voices. My thesis project with the San Fernando Valley Museum 
reflects this trend. I am assisting in the creation of a mural 
timeline depicting the region’s history, focusing on community 
engagement in local museums through co-creative education. 
The project explores how museums can effectively portray local 
history through art while examining the ethics and practices of 
public engagement and education. I address narrative building, 
reflect on my role as an anthropologist serving community 
needs, and highlight the growing importance of anthropology in 
fostering inclusive storytelling and community representation. 
(F-10)

___________________________

THOMPSON-CAMPITOR, Carly (NAU) “Advocacy Is to Stand 
With Someone in Suffering”: What Lyme Disease Advocacy Has 
Taught Me About Humility in Practice. Research shows both the 
multilayered impacts of contested illness debates on the lives of 
those living with poorly-defined illness, and the foundational–
but fraught–role of patient advocates in driving change around 
contested illness knowledge and systems of care. In this paper, 

I draw on my research on the subjectivities and knowledge-
shaping practices of Lyme disease advocates as they challenge 
medical, political, and social contestation around the illness at 
considerable cost to their wellbeing. I use my own reflections 
on their work to consider how we may better engage with those 
living with contested illness and uncertainty by centering humility 
in practice. (W-85)

___________________________

THOMSEN, Bastian (U Sydney) Multispecies Relations, One 
Health, and One Welfare in Veterinary Anthropology. What 
do veterinarians wish clients knew before they walked in the 
door? Veterinarian well-being is considered by many to be in 
a constant state of crisis. Nonhumans’ health and well-being, 
financial stress, constant interactions with death, high-pressure 
working conditions, and exogenous human misunderstandings 
have led to mercurial outcomes for vets on a quotidian basis. 
Vets experience caregiver fatigue, burnout, and suicide rates, 
which are the highest of any profession in many countries and 
perhaps globally. Their practice spans a far greater diversity 
than that faced by those delivering human healthcare, yet vets 
and their patients are often marginalized. This paper examines 
multispecies relations for better vet care in practice. bastian.
thomsen@sydney.edu.au (W-54)

___________________________

THORNBURG, Aaron (EOU) It Takes a Village: Tiny House Villages 
as an Intervention in Housing Insecurity. The appearance of tiny 
homes in the Pacific Northwest, the U.S., and internationally 
has garnered increasing attention in the past few decades. 
More recently, tiny houses have been utilized as an intervention 
in homelessness in the form of “Tiny House Villages,” which 
provide transitional or permanent housing to those suffering 
housing insecurity. This presentation will showcase my original 
scholarship on the tiny house “Vet Villages” and other tiny house 
communities oriented toward providing temporary or permanent 
housing for previously unhouse residents in the Pacific Northwest. 
It will include ethnographic interview data from tiny house village 
developers, residents, and staff. athornburg@eou.edu (F-74)

___________________________

TILT, Bryan and WHEATON, Rebecca (OR State U) Using Cultural 
Models to Understand Water Management Priorities After Dam 
Removal in the Klamath River Basin. In 2024, four hydropower 
dams were removed from the Klamath River in southern Oregon 
and northern California to improve water quality and restore 
salmon habitat. This presentation reflects on a current research 
project that takes a cultural models approach to understanding 
the future water management priorities of several groups in 
the river basin, including agricultural water users, conservation 
groups, fishing communities, and rural residents. Focusing on 
key issues such as water scarcity, water quality, inter-group 
collaboration, and the role of science in decision making, the 
presentation has implications for natural resource policy and 
management. Bryan.Tilt@oregonstate.edu (W-10)

___________________________
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TIMMINS, George (Pardee RAND Grad Sch) Navigating Hierarchies: 
Race, Gender, Ability, Status, Age, and Language in Research. 
When conducting mixed methods research, intersectionality 
is paramount not only as a research subject but also as the 
dynamics of every research team. The subject’s identities and 
their unique intersection of identities are embodied in their 
experiences during a studied intervention or phenomenon. To 
work towards navigating these identities on the research team, 
one must reflect on the researcher’s own identities impacting 
the analysis itself and the dynamics of power and background, 
creating boundaries and new insights. Subject and researcher 
observation and comparison within and between identities must 
be taken into consideration as centrally as quantitative measures 
of an outcome. gtimmins@pardeerand.edu (F-67)

___________________________

TJOENG, Rachel (UH-Mānoa) Revitalizing Nurses’ Working 
Conditions in Hawaiʻi. Though nurses outnumber doctors 
roughly four to one, biomedical discourses often ignore or make 
passive the labor of nurses, a woman-dominated profession. 
In Hawaiʻi, nurses in hospital systems are unionized, yet they 
face increasing workloads, insufficient staffing, and high rates 
of burnout. In interviews with nurses from multiple facilities 
on Oʻahu, this research asks about how nurses experience 
strike action and its repercussions. Nurses’ efforts to revitalize 
their work environments in Hawaiʻi through labor negotiations, 
including strike action, hold broader implications for care, safety, 
and health sovereignty for medical anthropologists engaged in 
the healthcare system and anyone needing healthcare. rtjoeng@
hawaii.edu (Whova)

___________________________

TOKARZ, Ryan (Mercer U) The Fourth Member: Integrating 
Community Into the Epidemiologic Triad. The traditional model 
for infectious disease causation consists of the interaction of an 
external agent, a susceptible host, and an environment that brings 
these all together. However, experiences in the field indicate 
a less visible fourth member driving all of this interaction: the 
community and its practices. Community participation and buy-
in is essential for a comprehensive understanding of the impact 
humans have on each component of this triad. Service learning 
serves as an effective approach to building the relationships 
and community trust required to truly understand the complex 
disease dynamics that vary with location. tokarz_re@mercer.edu 
(W-06)

___________________________

TRIMBLE, Abigail (IUP) Learning From the Land: The Role of 
Gendered Recreation in Environmental Stewardship and Gas Well 
Monitoring in Appalachia. Hunting and fishing are vital cultural 
and subsistence practices in Northern Appalachian communities, 
and they are activities through which people learn and sustain 
environmental knowledge that is both local and gendered. 
Through ethnographic interviews and participant observation 
with outdoor enthusiasts in western Pennsylvania, this paper 
uncovers how these activities shape perceptions of and 

knowledge about the landscape. Understanding the gendered 
dimensions of recreation, especially watershed use, fishing, and 
hunting, can play a pivotal role in community-driven efforts to 
locate and monitor orphaned gas wells, blending local expertise 
with environmental stewardship. abigailstrimble@gmail.com 
(TH-107)

___________________________

TRIVEDI, Jennifer (UDel) COVID-19, A Quasi-Ongoing Disaster: 
Uncertainty, the New Normal, and the Long Term. Five years 
after COVID-19 began, we now find ourselves in a questioning 
space: Is the pandemic fully over? Are we in recovery? Are 
we still learning? This liminality has left many in varied states 
of uncertainty, and the associated sense of unease has wide 
implications, reverberating throughout many spaces. Learning 
loss, economic and supply chain disruptions, and short- and long-
term health effects all form a simultaneous mire of a new normal 
and a quasi-ongoing disaster. What, then, can these layers tell 
us about the long-term disasters, recovery, and perceptions of 
them? jtrivedi@udel.edu (TH-110)

___________________________

TUCHMAN-ROSTA, Celia (Denison U) The Integration of Applied 
Anthropology in a Travel and Tourism Curriculum. Last year, 
UNESCO recognized Ohio’s Hopewell Ceremonial Earthworks 
(including the Newark Earthworks) as a World Heritage Site 
under Criterion I, a masterpiece of human creative genius. With 
Newark located just 15 minutes from Denison University, a small 
liberal arts college in Granville, this designation provided an 
opportunity to integrate applied anthropology into a new Travel 
and Tourism course. In groups, students worked with the UNESCO 
Sustainable Tourism Toolkits to tackle portions of a Strategic 
Tourism Plan in consultation with local stakeholders. This paper 
explores how applied anthropology can be incorporated into the 
curriculum and bridge the university with the community. celia.
tuchmanrosta@gmail.com (W-99)

___________________________

TUCKER, Heather (U Mich) Weaving New Questions: How 
Feminist Ethnography Enhances Participatory, Mixed Methods 
Sexual and Reproductive Health and HIV Research and 
Intervention Development With Sexual and Gender Minority 
Persons Assigned Female at Birth in Western Kenya. In 2024, I 
carried out a three-month-long feminist ethnographic study 
to explore the Empowerment for Us by Us (E4UBU) study, a 
mixed methods participatory study between the University of 
Michigan and community-based organizations in Western Kenya 
that sought to understand empowerment and access to health 
among sexual and gender minority persons assigned female at 
birth (SGM AFAB) in Kisumu, Kenya. The ethnography sought 
to understand the stories beyond E4UBU mixed methods data, 
including HIV risk, perception of risk, and access to sexual and 
reproductive health (SRH) services and SRH justice in Kisumu. 
Findings included nuanced behavioral and relationship practices, 
as well as various material conditions creating risk to HIV and 
sexual and gender-based violence, including heterosexual 
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“situationships.” This ethnographic data is now being used to 
propose the development of HIV-focused interventions for SGM 
AFAB persons. hetucker@med.umich.edu (TH-75)

___________________________

TURNER, Christopher Lindsay (Smithsonian NMAI) Exhibiting 
Consultations: Exploring Native History in Environmental Justice 
and Collaborative Tribal Management at the NMAI. What does 
it mean for agencies—and other major cultural institutions—
and their practitioners to engage meaningfully with Indigenous 
knowledges and communities? In a year that has seen many firsts, 
such as the first Native and Federal co-developed management 
plan (Bear’s Ears) but also the shocking alienation of public land 
for the clear benefit of extractive industry (Apache Oak Flat, AZ), 
we at NMAI are concerned to be able to celebrate efforts that 
will be successful and educate on the problematics of those that 
won’t. This survey of projects will review organizations ranging 
from the HETF (Haudenosaunee Environmental Task Force) to 
Kahoʻolawe and other proposed multi-sited ethnographies. 
turnerc@si.edu (W-47)

___________________________

URIBE-PEREZ, Maria Jose (NAU) Developing a Context-Adaptive 
Methodological Framework for Water Security Research: Lessons 
From a University-Tribal Partnership in Arizona. Given the 
complex nature of household water security, we need to continue 
developing interdisciplinary approaches that systematically 
integrate environmental, sociocultural, and political analyses. 
We present lessons learned from an interdisciplinary and 
transdisciplinary collaborative project with a Native American 
tribe in Arizona that analyzes water quality to advance water 
security. We then reflect on how the partnership model 
implemented could be transferred to the Colombian Amazon, 
acknowledging the sociopolitical differences and context-specific 
challenges faced by Indigenous communities in that region. The 
overall goal of these projects is to develop a context-adaptive 
methodological framework for conducting water security 
research with Indigenous communities. mju35@nau.edu (W-
107)

___________________________

VACANTI, Amalie (DePauw U) Highways to a Haven: The Impact 
of Signage on the I-55/I-57 Abortion Access Route. Post-Dobbs, 
with abortion illegal across almost the entire southeastern U.S., 
many must travel hundreds of miles to access care. Anti-choice 
billboards have always marked U.S. roadways, but in 2023, a pro-
abortion campaign erected billboards on Interstate 55, supporting 
travelers on their journey to Choices Center for Reproductive 
Justice in Carbondale, Illinois. This paper draws on ethnographic 
and visual research with travelers, activists, and providers to 
explore interstate signage as sites of reproductive governance, 
showing how billboards operate as a profound physical indicator 
of power and a key world-building technology when positioned in 
the shifting abortion landscape. amalievacanti_2025@depauw.
edu (S-24)

___________________________

VALENZUELA, Robin (WKU) “We All Want Happy Inmates”: 

Balancing Access With Accompaniment in Abolitionist Work. 
Detention visitation groups engage in many forms of (im)migrant 
accompaniment, from service referral and advocacy to bearing 
witness to the deplorable detention conditions that ICE deems 
“non-punitive.” However, their ability to perform accompaniment 
work hinges on their access to carceral spaces and the discretion 
of authorities to grant it. Drawing on my own activist work with 
Indiana AID (Assistance to Immigrants in Detention), a volunteer 
group that supports individuals under ICE held in the Clay County 
Jail in Brazil, Indiana, I consider the strategies activists employ 
to dismantle the carceral state without forfeiting their access to 
critical spaces for accompaniment. robin.valenzuela@wku.edu 
(TH-22)

___________________________

VAN DOLAH, Elizabeth (Nature Conservancy) Building Coastal 
Resilience Through Land Protection: Applying Anthropology 
to Illuminate the Challenges, Opportunities, and Potential 
Equity Pitfalls. For conservationists, saltmarshes are key 
coastal resilience features critically at risk of sea level rise. 
Their survival depends on their ability to “migrate” with rising 
waters. Maryland’s Eastern Shore has been identified as an ideal 
landscape for marsh migration, yet facilitating these transitions 
at scale is challenged by extensive private land ownership. The 
Nature Conservancy is adapting traditional land protection 
approaches to address this challenge. Their success, however, 
hinges on willing landowner participation. This paper presents 
findings from ethnographic research, which not only revealed key 
barriers and opportunities for landowner participation but also 
important equity considerations for building resilience through 
land protection. e.r.vandolah@tnc.org (S-48)

___________________________

VAN VLACK, Kathleen (NAU) Earth Birthing Geoscapes: Southern 
Paiute Ceremonies and Grand Canyon Volcanos. The Grand 
Canyon is part of the traditional Southern Paiute homeland. 
The region contains volcanoes with lava flows that have been 
witnessed by Paiutes over the past 40,000 years, and pilgrimage 
has been the persistent ceremonial response to these volcanic 
activities. This analysis is based on 149 ethnographic interviews 
with Paiute elders conducted over three decades. The Paiute 
response to volcanism manifests itself uniquely in the geology 
of the Grand Canyon and the Colorado River. The analysis argues 
that these are heritage places and landscapes that need to be 
protected beyond the current federal management. Kathleen.
Van-Vlack@nau.edu (W-72)

___________________________

VANDERLINDEN, Lisa (TCU) Narratives of Contested Illness: 
The Case of Long COVID. Long COVID remains an urgent health 
crisis—with 17 million current sufferers in the U.S. With no 
clinical guidelines, no diagnostic tests, and few treatments for this 
debilitating disease, patients remain mired in liminality. Rooted 
in interview data, this research examines illness narratives as 
windows into the social consequences of living with Long COVID. 
A self-reported and invisible illness, Long COVID is characterized 
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by struggles to legitimize illness, access healthcare, navigate 
disruption, secure support, and create meaning. Sufferers with 
lower SES endured greater psychosocial distress, stigma, and 
disease severity, while female sufferers endured more social 
isolation, implicit bias, and identity re-negotiation. (W-85)

___________________________

VANZIELEGHEM, Vanessa (Carleton U) Tiny Homes in Portland, 
OR: Building Homes and Community. In 2018, as part of a 
research term in Portland, OR, I moved into a rented tiny home 
in Cully. I spent over two months with Portlanders living in and 
building tiny homes. They described their experience as involving 
a combination of precarity and privilege. This combination can 
be articulated through one’s ability to live in relative style during 
periods of relatively low earnings or gaps in employment. During 
an affordability crisis, I met people that found a way to avoid 
some parts of down-classing and stigma. In doing so, they stay 
connected to friends, family, and/or professional peers. Through 
this paper I will discuss these homes and networks as a hack that 
enabled informants to have some autonomy over their work 
while they continued to have a safe, stable and attractive base 
to operate. I will also discuss the differences between owners, 
renters, and other types of community members, showing 
variation of security and outcomes within this group. (F-74)

___________________________

VASQUEZ, Cecilia (UCR) Transformándonos a Través del Arte: 
Abolition in Transition in the Inland Empire. This paper explores 
a poetry book created by migrant mothers in Pomona, CA, as 
part of a community art project aimed at challenging prejudices 
toward individuals living in detention. The poetry reflects the 
diverse stories and experiences of the participants, shedding 
light on the broader issues faced by their community. Through 
the weaving of these narratives, the project highlights future 
possibilities for abolition. ceciliav@ucr.edu (TH-22)

___________________________

VENA, Natalie (Queens Coll-CUNY) “Disadvantaged” by Data: 
Mapping Environmental Injustice in Queens, New York. New York’s 
2019 climate law mandates drastic cuts to greenhouse gases and 
provides that 35% of investments towards the green transition 
go to “disadvantaged communities.” To identify recipients of 
earmarked funding, the state is using a GIS map generated from 
quantitative data for 45 variables, such as air quality and racial 
demographics. Drawing on activist research, this paper builds on 
ethnography, illustrating how culture informs map-making and 
sense of place (Brody, 1981; Basso, 1996). I describe how New York’s 
map conflicts with other spatial understandings of environmental 
inequality—specifically those of environmental justice leaders in 
Southeast Queens, NY. natalie.vena@qc.cuny.edu (F-17)

___________________________

VENETUCCI, Michelle (Yale U) In the Business of Resignation: The 
Relationship Between Narrative and Practice in Silicon Valley. This 
paper utilizes ethnographic work conducted in the aftermath of 
the techlash in Silicon Valley to ask: do shifting narratives of work 

allow for broader changes in processes of capitalism? While the 
techlash succeeded in shifting the emotional habitus of industry 
actors, corporate responses helped redirect these changing 
sentiments towards resigned solidarities with capitalist interests, 
providing a productive space through which to understand how 
capitalist actions are negotiated. Looking at the mechanisms 
through which shifting sentiments about work were re-absorbed 
into corporate projects, I highlight how diverse sentiments and 
contradictory desires expressed by industry actors converge 
towards the same ends. michelle.venetucci@yale.edu (S-35)

___________________________

VERROCHI, Diane (U Hartford) Rolling for Initiative: Developing a 
Tabletop Simulation Series for Disaster Management. Providing 
hands-on experiences to students pursuing applied sciences 
can be challenging with topics that are broad in scope. Disaster 
management is one such topic and one in which it is easy to 
lose sight of cultural considerations. Tabletop simulation is 
one approach used for this in the health sciences, particularly 
public health. This paper will explore the literature on tabletop 
simulation, including its various definitions, the use of gamified 
learning to engage critical thinking, and the journey of 
developing a tabletop simulation sequence for teaching disaster 
management while maintaining a focus on a population’s cultural 
needs. dverrochi@hartford.edu (Whova)

___________________________

VIGUE, Katie (IUP) Engaging Rural Values Across Generations: 
Community Outreach and Environmental Awareness in 
Appalachian Gas Well Remediation. Community outreach is 
crucial in efforts to locate and monitor up to half a million 
orphaned and abandoned gas wells in Pennsylvania. Ethnography 
provides insight into the diverse rural values in Appalachia, 
which are often overlooked. This paper presents findings from 
interviews with two distinct age groups—18-23 and 50+—in 
western Pennsylvania. By examining generational differences in 
views on climate, place attachment, and quality of life, the study 
offers recommendations for outreach and education programs 
that address the nuanced perspectives within rural communities. 
lmgdc@iup.edu (TH-107)

___________________________

VOLLER, Vanessa (Ctr for Global Hlth & Soc Responsibility), SMITH, 
Mikaela (UMN Law Sch), SENZANO CASTRO, Caterine, BARROZO, 
Gabriella, BURGOS, Fiorella, MACCARI, Dino, PELLIZARI, 
Veronica, and NIXON, Pennye (Etta Projects), MARTIN, Christie 
and MKAWANDAWIRE-VALHMU, Lucy (UMN Sch of Nursing), 
MYSLER, Alex (UMN Law Sch), HOFFMAN, Sarah (UMN Schl of 
Nursing) “La Salud Sexual en Bolivia Está en Papeles. Existe Muy 
Maravilloso Pero Sólo son Papeles.” (“Sexual Health in Bolivia Is on 
Paper. It Exists Very Wonderfully But Only on Papers.”): A Human 
Rights Case Study Analyzing Bolivia’s Sexual and Reproductive 
Rights Obligations and an Adolescent’s Lived Experience. This case 
report advocates for integrating a human rights framework into 
preventative sexual and reproductive health (SRH) programs for 
adolescents and emerging adult women in rural eastern Bolivia. 
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We examine international, regional, and national legal protections 
and discuss relevant policies and enforcement mechanisms. By 
contrasting these frameworks with the lived experience of one 
adolescent, we highlight the discrepancies between stated policy 
and an adolescent’s lived reality. We identify the challenges in 
implementing SRH rights and offer insights into the implications 
for policy, practice, and interdisciplinary, translational research to 
enhance health outcomes for women in this region. voll0144@
umn.edu (F-116)

___________________________

WALLS, Alana (UNR) “Sex Is Kind of a Serious Topic”: Institutional 
Regulation of Youth Sexuality and Gender. Nevada law requires sex 
education curricula to be inclusive, age-appropriate, and medically 
accurate, developed in consultation with parents and community 
stakeholders. Based on ethnographic research conducted between 
2020 and 2024, this article examines how a charter school in 
urban Nevada translates these laws into practice. Findings reveal 
that parents and educators categorize certain sexual and gender 
information as medically accurate and age-appropriate without 
clearly defining these terms. Drawing on feminist theory, I analyze 
how this process oversimplifies complex topics and reinforces 
power structures, underscoring the need to integrate sexuality and 
gender content into broader school-based discussions of power 
and privilege. alanak@unr.edu (TH-14)

___________________________

WANG, Chenyu (Hamilton Coll) Producing Chinese Nationalism 
Through Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Initiatives. How do 
Chinese international students—racialized as Asian and 
ostensibly contributing to diversity statistics on Northern 
American university campuses—understand the proliferation 
of diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) on campuses? How do 
they interact with such DEI programmings, and in what ways? 
This paper unpacks these questions through fieldwork in an 
elite, predominantly White liberal arts college. In exploring two 
contentious moments with Chinese international students and 
student leaders in the Asian Student Union, on the other hand, 
this paper notes the ironic co-production of Chinese nationalism 
and the inadvertent essentialization of “Asian culture” through 
northern American DEI initiatives. It also notes the aesthetic of 
DEI might proceed with its actual goal of promoting diversity, 
equity, and inclusion. cwang1@hamilton.edu (W-35)

___________________________

WANG, Chia-Ching (SLU Sch of Med & Taiwan HIV Story Assoc) 
Reframing and Destigmatizing HIV/AIDS in Taiwan: New 
Approaches to Reducing Discrimination. People living with HIV/
AIDS (PLWHA) in Taiwan face heightened challenges due to social 
stigma and limited understanding, impacting their mental health 
and daily lives. This paper examines how PLWHA build informal 
care networks using social media, digital platforms, and art to 
share experiences and foster connection. Through the Taiwan 
HIV Story Association, we explore how technoscience reshapes 
communication and public engagement, bridging the gap 
between PLWHA and the broader community. By sharing stories, 

we reimagine care as a dynamic practice shaped by marginalized 
identities and technology, working toward achieving UNAIDS’ 4th 
goal: improving the quality of life of PLWHA. chiaching.wang@
health.slu.edu (TH-80)

___________________________

WANG, Danyan (U Mich) A Study on the Interplay of Personal 
Experiences, Cultural Values, and Professional Expertise in Shaping 
Responses to Environmental Claims. This research examines how 
individuals, from scientists to community members, process 
environmental misinformation in relation to local ecological 
observations and media exposure. Semi-structured interviews 
reveal that personal experiences, like witnessing extreme 
weather or noticing shifts in local ecosystems, shape responses. 
Additionally, it highlights the role that professional background 
and media literacy play in fostering resilience against misleading 
information. Participants with stronger academic training and 
greater involvement in environmental communities are more 
adept at rejecting misinformation. The findings call for tailored 
communication that focuses on local issues and media literacy to 
help the public navigate misinformation effectively. (W-47)

___________________________

WARDLAW, Dennis and ELENGA, Maureen (WA DAHP) 
Modernizing Transportation Infrastructure and Regulatory 
Challenges in the 21st Century. In this paper, we discuss 
modernizing transportation infrastructure from a regulatory 
perspective. We will discuss the various regulatory processes 
specific to Washington state, how increases in federal and state 
spending on renewable energy have changed our workload and 
how we manage the increase in reviews, and also the challenges 
of working with various project proponents, from private citizens 
to state and federal agencies. We will also provide perspective on 
recent streamlining efforts for infrastructure projects from the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. (S-14)

___________________________

WARPINSKI, Chloe (UFL) Biomedicine in Vacationland: Exploring 
the Effects of Seasonal Tourism on Biomedicine in Rural Wisconsin. 
Tourism is a central economic activity in northwestern Wisconsin. 
While official population measures estimate there to be as few 
as six residents per square mile, seasonal surges can increase the 
population as much as 10-fold. Through 18 months of ethnographic 
fieldwork at an isolated rural community hospital, this paper 
proposes that seasonal tourism influences biomedical practices 
within the center. I explore how tourist desires for a certain type of 
locale, namely expectations of isolation and “wilderness,” impact 
the forms of biomedicine that can emerge. Finally, I ask what 
“community” comes to mean in a context with significant seasonal 
population changes. cwarpinski@ufl.edu (W-35)

___________________________

WATSON, Sharon (UNCC), MASILO, Morongoe (World Food 
Prog Lesotho), MPEMI, Regina (Nat’l U Lesotho), FISHER, Cecilia 
(Fordham U), MATHE, Lipalesa (Nat’l U Lesotho), and MOLAPO, 
Tsoarelo (Independent) Humanitarian “Gift” or Unacknowledged 
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Reciprocity: What Is the Nature of Long-Term U.S. Global Health 
Research Partnerships? U.S. public and private entities have 
contributed to global health systems through long-term scientific 
investments at health diplomacy research sites, benefitting 
recipient countries and American stakeholders. However, these 
partnerships are often unacknowledged. Understanding how 
recipient sites perceive the relationship, benefits, and challenges 
is key to ongoing mutually beneficial collaboration. Using the 
Belmont report’s core ethical principles, we categorize findings 
from 30 semi-structured interviews with Indigenous health 
providers who have worked on U.S.-sponsored health and 
research projects in Lesotho. Findings provoke questions about 
how anthropology might be revitalized by revisiting notions of 
justice and autonomy in global health research. watson.s@uncc.
edu (TH-116)

___________________________

WATTERS, Carly, JAMPOLSKY, Marlene, RUIZ, Chris, and 
HART, Linda (U Oregon Museum of Natural & Cultural History) 
Through the Looking Glass: Using Historic Glass Bottles and Jars 
to Interpret Early 20th-Century Life in Corvallis, Oregon. Glass 
bottles and jars are among the most common and data-rich 
artifacts found in historic sites in Oregon. Examination of the 
diagnostic attributes of bottles and jars allows archaeologists to 
investigate historic-period lifeways. Data recovery excavations 
at the Corvallis City Dump site yielded a large assemblage of 
glass containers. We present the results from our analysis of the 
bottle assemblage, which represents a broad cross-section of the 
Corvallis community during the early 20th century. With such a 
wide array of glass containers to investigate, new details of what 
life was like in Corvallis, Oregon, during the 1910s come into 
focus. cwatter2@uoregon.edu (S-14)

___________________________

WEAVER, Lucas (UW) Diverse Visions for the Future of Alaska’s 
Growing Mariculture Industry. There is a prevailing attitude of 
hopefulness for the future role of mariculture in supporting both 
food systems and the resilience of coastal communities. In Alaska, 
rapid financial investment and characterization of seaweed 
farming as a way to mitigate climate change and diversify 
livelihoods have led to unprecedented interest across the state. 
This study explored the diverse perspectives on mariculture 
in Alaska, drawing insights from communities, government 
agencies, and industry. Interview participants conveyed shared 
values around community-centered goals and benefits, but 
divergent views emerged about the social, economic, and policy 
paths for realizing mariculture’s potential to meet these goals. 
llweaver@uw.edu (W-10)

___________________________

WEBER, AJ (U Idaho) Benched by Time: Using Sensory 
Engagement to Remember a Forgotten Collection. In the fall of 
1983, archaeologists conducted a brief excavation on a late 19th- 
to early 20th-century “female boarding house” and a subsequent 
family dwelling in Moscow, Idaho. The recovered materials were 
never fully examined. Today, they are being analyzed as part of 

the University of Idaho’s ongoing work on orphaned collections. 
Through an autoethnographic evaluation of the site’s artifacts, 
the research will use sensory engagement to memorialize the 
people who once lived there. The project hopes to open broader 
conversations about archaeology’s responsibility to shelved 
collections and the potential to create affective connections to 
the past. (TH-13)

___________________________

WEINSTEIN, Sarah and ESPINOSA CARDENAS, Frida (U Arizona 
Coll of Nursing) A Biosocial Model of Breastfeeding: Decolonizing 
Breast/Body Feeding. Breastfeeding is an evolved, complex, bio-
behavioral, and socioemotional dyadic phenomenon. However, no 
models exist to guide breast (or body) feeding research that fully 
encompasses the biological, social, anthropologic, and historical 
contexts in which breastfeeding is situated. Breastfeeding is an 
underutilized public health intervention that promotes optimal 
health of the lactating parent and infant and reduces health 
care costs. However, health inequities exist in breastfeeding 
outcomes. We present a novel bio-social model of breastfeeding 
that incorporates an anthropological and decolonial framework, 
positioning breastfeeding as a tool of community resilience 
and health equity. This applied science approach assists in 
reconceptualizing health care. sarahweinstein@arizona.edu 
(Whova)

___________________________

WELLS, E. Christian (USF), WAKHUNGU, Mathews J. (Kounkuey 
Design Initiative & USF), WEBB, W. Alex and VIDMAR, Abby M. 
(USF) Ensuring Safe Water and Adequate Sanitation for All: The 
Contributions of Linda M. Whiteford to Environmental Justice 
and Health Equity. Over the course of her career, USF professor 
emerita and former SfAA president Linda Whiteford helped 
establish and expand the field of critical medical anthropology, 
making lasting contributions to improving water, sanitation, and 
health throughout Latin America and the Caribbean. In doing so, 
her work demonstrates that people who have access to safe water 
and sanitation—and thus health—are not randomly chosen but 
politically decided. This presentation examines the ways in which 
Dr. Whiteford’s work engages with environmental justice and 
offers new insights into how critical medical anthropology can 
be leveraged to help overburdened communities achieve health 
equity. ecwells@usf.edu (TH-128)

___________________________

WHEATON-ABRAHAM, Jyl (Kootenai Tribe of Idaho) 
Decolonization and Discovery: Indigenous Led Research Paving 
the Way in North Idaho. The Kootenai Tribe of Idaho has lived 
in the Idaho panhandle since time immemorial. Colonization 
reduced the tribe to 64 members by the 1970s, prompting 
efforts to recover lost lands and culture. Since 2019, the author, 
a tribal member and archaeologist, has collaborated with the 
Idaho Transportation Department to realign Highway 95, which 
intersects significant archaeological sites near McArthur Lake. 
Combining traditional knowledge with scientific methods, the 
author and several tribal members discovered archaeological 
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evidence older than previously known during construction, 
demonstrating the power of tribal-government partnerships in 
enriching our collective history. jyl.wheaton@gmail.com (S-44)

___________________________

WHEATON, Rebecca and TILT, Bryan (OR State U) Understanding 
the Perspectives and Values of the Lower Klamath Basin’s Non-
Tribal Salmon Fishing Communities. The transformation of 
the Klamath River Basin post-dam removal has far-reaching 
implications for coastal fishing communities in southern Oregon 
and northern California. This presentation discusses current 
ethnographic research aimed at understanding the perspectives 
of non-tribal fishing communities in the Klamath Management 
Zone who face uncertainty about the future of the salmon fishery 
as they cope with dam removal, climate change, shifting ocean 
conditions, and market forces. This research is a part of a larger 
interdisciplinary research project led by Oregon State University 
and the Yurok Tribe, focusing on how ecological and social science 
can inform management decisions. wheatore@oregonstate.edu 
(W-40)

___________________________

WHITAKER, Sarah and ZIKER, John (Boise State U) Navigating 
Uncertainty in the Development of Flood Resilient Infrastructure. 
This presentation examines how uncertainty around future 
flooding affects the development of flood-resilient infrastructure. 
Drawing on interviews and participant observation with civil and 
military decision makers in Detroit, Michigan, we show how 
decision makers are thinking about and acting upon flood risk 
uncertainty while balancing the competing interests and priorities 
of their stakeholders. The research is part of an interdisciplinary 
project that is developing resources for infrastructure decision 
makers as they plan for an uncertain future. Study results show 
how applied anthropology strengthens and is strengthened by 
integration with research in climate and hydrological modeling, 
uncertainty quantification, and risk analysis. sarahwhitaker842@
boisestate.edu (F-17)

___________________________

WHITE, David (Culture Logics LLC) Embedded Cultural Cognition 
and Cognitive Materiality: How Material Experience Reproduces 
Cultural Models—Implications for Institutions and Organizations. 
Why do some cultures exhibit recognizable patterns while others 
do not? If culture is a property of mind, how can it also be 
property of a group? Building on Hutchins’ (2005; 2012) material 
anchors thesis and my own research in organizations, this essay 
suggests cognitive metonymies and task solutions play a central 
role in reproducing schemas. This challenges popular conceptions 
of organizational culture by delimiting culture engineering. More 
broadly, mental representation and material experience are two 
sides of the same coin, casting doubt on enactive concepts of 
culture. davidwhite@culture-logics.com (S-05)

___________________________

WHITE, Shelly (TX State U) and PISANELLI, Brenna (Heritage 
Consultants) We Didn’t Start the Fire: Comments on Evolving 

Archaeological Methodologies and Practices in Fire Contexts. 
Changing climatic and environmental conditions are prescient 
issues affecting both archaeological resources and archaeological 
practices. Fire, in particular, is a subject of increasing geographic 
spread, severity, and concern for its impacts on cultural resources. 
Pre- and post-fire archaeological work is already underway, but 
increasing fire-affected contexts may raise the need for changes 
in the field. A review of existing literature coupled with reflections 
from the authors’ own professional experiences informs this 
research, which makes suggestions about the state of this work 
and the way forward. (F-13)

___________________________

WHITMAN, Madisson (Columbia U) and BRENSINGER, Jordan 
(U Toronto) The Implications of Digital Platforms for Qualitative 
Research. Digital platforms increasingly mediate researcher-
participant relationships, facilitate research practices, and 
transform approaches to privacy and trust. How can researchers 
do right by participants, and themselves, in such shifting 
digital contexts? In this presentation, we explore dilemmas 
we encountered in our respective qualitative projects on data 
surveillance and identity theft. Drawing from methodological 
lessons learned, we explore how qualitative researchers can 
respond to emergent ethical issues by cultivating commitments 
and modes of engagement rather than static standards. 
This presentation highlights our own reflexive approaches, 
incorporating how anthropology and other fields have turned to 
principles of justice in practice. mw3492@columbia.edu (W-67)

___________________________

WICAL, William (JHU Bloomberg SPH) “Wearing the Bag”: The 
Social Experiences of Black Men Who Survived a Gunshot Wound 
and Were Treated With a Colostomy. There are significant racial 
disparities in rates of nonfatal firearm injuries, as Black men 
are more likely than any other group to be shot by someone 
else. Many people who survive a gunshot wound experience 
significant physical, psychological, and social challenges during 
their recovery. However, little is known about how Black men 
who survive a gunshot wound and who were subsequently 
treated with a colostomy experience changes to their health. This 
presentation examines the experiences of these men—including 
increased psychological stress from wearing a collection pouch, 
disruptions to everyday life, and insufficient access to colostomy 
care and education. wwical1@jh.edu (S-53)

___________________________

WIDLUND, Molly (CO Coll) Baking Bridges: Bread Traditions, 
Interpersonal Bonding, and Community Belonging in Sweden. 
Customs of food sharing and collaborative preparation can reveal 
relationships between food practices and interpersonal bonding, 
community belonging, and shifting cultural norms. This paper 
examines two Swedish bread-related traditions that foster intra- 
and extra-familial social bonds in an eating culture of privacy, 
boundaries, and growing individualism. It’s argued that Fika, a 
daily social ritual of pastries and coffee, lacks the costs, power 
dynamics, intimacy, and expected reciprocity of shared meals, 
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which allows for low-pressure interpersonal bonding. Traditional 
tunnbröd baking, characterized by communal infrastructure 
and a collaborative technique, enhances community belonging, 
shared identity, and social bonds. m_widlund@coloradocollege.
edu (W-86)

___________________________

WILLGING, Cathleen and SHATTUCK, Daniel (PIRE), SKLAR, 
Marisa, CRABLE, Erika, and IRONSIDE, Manon (UCSD), 
EHRHART, Mark (UCF), ARRONS, Gregory (UCSD) Adoption 
of an Artificial Intelligence Platform for Fidelity Monitoring in 
Behavioral Healthcare. This study explores factors influencing 
the adoption of a novel Artificial Intelligence (AI) platform to 
monitor evidence-based practice (EBP) fidelity in behavioral 
healthcare. We conducted interviews and focus groups 
with providers, supervisors, and administrators in 27 clinics, 
gathering insights on factors influencing the platform’s uptake. 
Knowledge of peers’ experiences both positively and negatively 
impacted uptake, while fears of evaluation posed barriers. 
Other concerns centered on financial support, developer 
assistance, perceived incompatibility with workflows, and 
limitations in AI accuracy. Understanding these facilitators and 
barriers is essential to enhancing the platform and supporting 
its use to enable effective uptake and EBP provision. cwillging@
pire.org (S-54)

___________________________

WILLIAMS, Scott (FRA) America’s Original Highways: Railroads, 
the FRA, and the National Historic Preservation Act. Under 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), the Federal Railroad 
Administration’s grant program has grown exponentially. To 
meet this challenge and the requirements to do consultation 
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, 
the FRA created the Cultural Resources Division in the Office of 
Environmental Program Management. FRA’s Federal Preservation 
Officer will discuss the growth of the program and the policies 
and practices FRA has developed to ensure compliance with the 
National Historic Preservation Act for its grant programs. scott.
williams@dot.gov (S-44)

___________________________

WINKLER, Linda (Wilkes U) A Global Comparative Analysis of 
Interventions to Reduce Infant Deaths and Anthropologists 
as Advocates for Such Interventions. Much progress has been 
made in the last 30 years to lower neonatal and infant death 
rates globally. Vaccinations are a significant contributor to this 
progress. Kangaroo Mother Care and neonatal Vitamin K also 
reduce infant deaths. Kangaroo Mother Care may enhance the 
survival of low birth weight babies by 65%, whereas Vitamin K may 
reduce mortality by 5%. However, the use of these interventions 
varies widely around the world and, in some cases, has declined 
since the COVID-19 pandemic. This paper provides a comparative 
analysis of these interventions across the globe and discusses the 
role anthropologists can play in advocacy. linda.winkler@wilkes.
edu (TH-143)

___________________________

WINN, Alisha (Consider the Culture/PBA) Practicing and Applying 
Policies to Developing Historic Neighborhoods. Across the U.S., 
many historic African-American neighborhoods are facing 
redevelopment, which poses a significant threat to their history, 
culture, and local residents. Developers can indirectly impact 
those who live and conduct business in these areas while aiming 
to maintain the authenticity and character of the neighborhoods, 
which have a history of segregation and invisibility and are 
undergoing significant change. Applied anthropologists must 
engage in city government and developers’ decision making 
processes in these neighborhoods. In this paper, the author 
explores the cultural considerations surrounding redevelopment, 
examines the ethical dilemmas in developing communities, and 
offers strategies for practitioners to impact change through policy 
development. awinn626@gmail.com (W-56)

___________________________

WINSTEAD, Teresa (UW Sch of Medicine) Applied Anthropological 
Methods in Research With People Who Use Drugs. Anthropology 
has long emphasized understanding how bias impacts research 
processes and outcomes. Through careful and empathetic 
methods, we endeavor to understand community practices 
as situated and rational responses to diverse social and 
environmental contexts. These disciplinary principles are crucial 
to understanding the complexities of substance use in daily life, 
and this paper will discuss a range of strategies for translating 
theoretical commitments into practice through intentional 
methodological design decisions, including co-design and 
participatory research approaches. Incorporating engaged 
anthropological principles throughout the research process can 
help deepen understanding and thereby help to create more 
effective services and supports for people who use drugs. (F-67)

___________________________

WISE, Sarah (AFSC-NOAA) Emerging Marine Societies: Activism 
and Unification in the Face of Dire Change. Climate change and 
other stressors are deeply affecting marine social-ecological 
systems globally. While much of the fisheries research focuses on 
the threats of climate change on natural resources, governance 
structures, disaster response, and community well-being, this 
work orients our focus to the emerging social transformation of 
the often women-led unification of diverse actors within fisheries 
governance. Observations across research fields indicate an 
increase of women in leadership roles that disrupt, re-organize, 
and unify fishers and fishing communities in the wake of social-
economic stressors and fisheries disasters. sarah.wise@noaa.
gov (W-70)

___________________________

WITHEE, Katee (Friends of the Kam Wah Chung & Co Museum) 
and ROSE, Chelsea (SOU) What Stories Should Be Told and What 
Stories Should Not?: Updating the Narrative and Interpretative 
Framework at the Kam Wah Chung State Heritage Site. Recent 
research and scholarship have provided an opportunity to shift 
the interpretive framework and incorporate new perspectives 
at the Kam Wah Chung State Heritage Site. An emphasis on 
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community engagement and a culture of collaboration has 
further inspired plans for updates to existing interpretive 
documents, site tours, digital content, programming materials, 
and permanent exhibitions. This initiative includes a diverse 
group of partners and stakeholders, with the perspective of this 
presentation from the Friends of Kam Wah Chung & Company 
Museum, a nonprofit volunteer-based organization dedicated to 
supporting and advocating for the success of the site. (F-14)

___________________________

WONDIMU, Betselot (Columbia U) Troubling the Moral 
Imperative of Resilience in Care Settings. This project explores 
how trauma becomes a primary lens through which racialized 
social suffering is recognized in care settings, which often obscures 
social abandonment and frames resilience as an individual 
moral mandate. We focus on a community-based mental health 
clinic that provides free mental health services in New York 
City. This clinic aims to tether the individuating tendencies of 
psychotherapy and biomedicine with social-structural analyses 
of determinants of health and subjectivity. Utilizing ethnographic 
methods, this project investigates how a clinic with radical and 
liberatory ambitions seeks to transcend the contradictions and 
limits of these frameworks. betselot.wondimu@gmail.com (TH-
113)

___________________________

WOOD, Anna (WUSTL) Colombian Surrogacy as a Crossroad: 
Rethinking Public Discourses Around Global Surrogacy. The 
demand for biological parenthood, along with the advancement 
of assisted reproductive technologies (ARTs) and Global South 
labor, is expanding the global surrogacy industry, or the network 
of players that compose transnational surrogacy. Colombian 
jurisdictions have neither permitted nor prohibited surrogacy, 
and has thus become one of the most frequented commercial 
surrogacy destinations in the world. However, surrogacy remains 
engendered in various legal, feminist, and bioethical debates. 
This paper draws from ethnographic literature to move beyond 
a one-dimensional view of surrogacy as a womb for the global 
elite, ultimately illuminating the importance of surrogates’ 
perspectives in shaping surrogacy legislative decisions. anna.
wood@wustl.edu (F-86)

___________________________

WOOD, W. Warner (UWM) Revitalizing Anthropological Research 
on Museums and Eco-tourism: Participatory Action Museology in 
La Ventanilla, Mexico. This presentation is focused on a traveling 
exhibition of auto-documentary photography, developed with 
the members of a small community—La Ventanilla, Mexico—
located on the Pacific Coast in the state of Oaxaca. This ongoing 
photography project is intended to contribute toward galvanizing 
efforts for community resiliency and environmental stewardship 
of a nearby mangrove in an ecotourism destination. Borrowing 
the photovoice methodology from participatory action research 
(PAR) as an innovative form of applied anthropology, this example 
of a “new museologies” approach to engagement, involving 
participation with project collaborators, provides an illuminating 

opportunity to reflect upon emergent practices in participatory 
action museography. woodw@uwm.edu (F-66)

___________________________

WOODALL, Alyna (UCF) Practitioner Pastiche: Investigating 
Assemblages of Ritual Magic Practice Through Photovoice and 
Collage. Visual meaning systems, material culture, and aesthetics 
often play a significant role in ritual magic practices. In a study 
of 15 religiously diverse ritual magic practitioners in Florida, 
photovoice and semi-structured interviewing were used to 
investigate how participants assembled religious influences to 
create unique ethical systems, perceive justice, and navigate 
community discourse. In this presentation, I explore this study’s 
preliminary findings and the methodological strengths and 
challenges of using participant-produced visual data to explore 
religion. This presentation also highlights the unexpected 
methods of participant-produced visual data that emerged 
during data collection, such as participant-produced collages 
used to articulate concepts. alyna.woodall@ucf.edu (W-69)

___________________________

WOODARD, Christian (ADFG) Methods and Considerations 
for Measuring Food Security in Alaskan Communities. This 
presentation considers quantitative and qualitative methods 
used by the Division of Subsistence (Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game) to document food security in Alaskan communities. 
Topics include adaptations of standard USDA food security 
modules to address subsistence practices, the integration of 
ethnographic interview data to describe intersections between 
food security and food sovereignty, and the application of spatial 
trends as measures of changing subsistence resource access. 
Using a recent study conducted in partnership with Wrangell-
St. Elias National Park and Preserve (Copper Basin Community 
Harvest Assessments), we will explore current methods for 
holistic assessments of food security in Alaska. christian.
woodard@alaska.gov (W-08)

___________________________

WORKINGS, Bryce (UNT) Art in the Alley: Graffiti as a Means of 
Reclaiming the Right to the City. In 2021, Voertman’s College 
Store took a novel approach to deal with the chronic occurrence 
of graffiti in a pocket alley, or “nook,” between their building 
and the adjacent business. Rather than embracing traditional 
graffiti removal techniques, they dedicated the space solely 
to legal graffiti. Users have filled the Nook with graffiti writing 
and street art, messages of political protest, advertisements for 
community events, and many other diverse forms of expression. 
This study provides an ethnographic inquiry into how users 
make meaning in the space and theorizes on the emancipatory 
potential of graffiti to reclaim a democratic “right to the city.” 
bryceworkings@my.unt.edu (W-69)

___________________________

WORSLEY, Jayla, WATSON, Sharon, LANGHINRICHSEN-
ROHLING, Jennifer, ERSOFF, Mia, and KROLL, Brice (UNCC) “It’s 
Not Judgmental. It Is an Environment Where It’s Sort of Kind 
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of Like, Is It Real? Like, Are Y’all Really Doing All This for Us?”: 
Examining the Relationship Between Motherhood, Blackness, 
and Cash Incentives Within a Place-Based Intervention. Since 
their introduction, cash incentives have raised anthropological, 
ethical, and pragmatic concerns about their use and efficacy 
in various research-based settings. This paper focuses on the 
experiences of unmarried mothers in a year-long place-based 
intervention that supports the upward economic mobility of 
the mothers. Mothers in the program are compensated for their 
participation in the organizational events. Presenting qualitative 
data from an applied thematic analysis of 21 post-program in-
depth interviews with participants, we explore themes regarding 
the mothers’ views on cash incentives, their motherhood, and 
themselves. jworsle1@charlotte.edu (S-54)

___________________________

WRAPP, Melissa (CSULB) Design, Critical Anthropology, and 
Technocapitalism in the Engaged Turn. What happens when new 
formations of knowledge, power, and capital in the tech world are 
adopted by those funding academic research? This paper explores 
the ethical and disciplinary implications of venture capital (VC) 
driven human-centered design methods being deployed by the 
National Science Foundation in their Convergence Accelerator 
program. I demonstrate how a particular brand of “design 
thinking” taught in the Accelerator compels researchers toward 
technical fixes that neatly align with the VC world. Then, I analyze 
the dynamics of disruption in an anthropological experiment 
in community-based participatory research from within the 
Accelerator program. (S-37)

___________________________

WRIGHT, Jordan (USF) Disproportionate Exposure to Plastics and 
Their Associated Chemicals in Low-Income Communities. Plastics 
and their associated chemicals, including phthalates, leach into 
bodies (land, water, human, or otherwise) at every stage in their 
lifecycle. Biocultural approaches can expose how historical, 
societal, and ecological contexts of structural violence have 
substantial impacts, resulting in the disproportionate exposure 
to plastics for Black, Indigenous, and low-income communities 
in the U.S. The current analysis assesses relationships between 
annual household income and urinary phthalate concentrations 
using data from the National Health and Nutrition Survey. High 
molecular weight phthalate metabolite concentration was a 
significant predictor, p&lt;.001, of low-income status among 
participants in the sample (OR=1.966, 95% CI [1.4, 2.7]). 
jordanwright@usf.edu (S-38)

___________________________

YAMADA, Naomi (Rikkyo U) Taiwan’s Educational Environment: 
Enough Basic Knowledge for Critical Thinking? In this presentation, 
based on interviews with teachers and with students who 
prepared for university entrance exams, I examine the tensions in 
Taiwan’s educational context between conveying large amounts 
of information to be memorized and promoting critical thinking. 
Educational reforms have newly emphasized critical thinking and 
Taiwan-based history, while classical Chinese study requirements 

have been reduced. Exams have incorporated open-ended 
questions, and secondary education teachers have begun using 
mind maps and graphic organizers. At the same time, “cram 
schools” are flourishing, and criticism persists that students need 
to learn more basic information before being prompted to think 
critically about it. yamanish@gmail.com (W-34)

___________________________

YAMADA, Toru (Meiji U) Revitalizing Ethic: Engaging in Cross-
Border Repatriation From Applied Anthropology. In March 
2023, I visited Point Hope, a native village in Alaska, in order to 
repatriate the human remains that a Japanese anthropologist 
stole back in 1960. Over 60 years since then, the remains have 
stayed in university storage without much attention from the 
public. When my colleagues and I started planning repatriation, 
the project started with a discussion of the ethical application 
of anthropological knowledge and skills in order to successfully 
navigate international repatriation while finding ways to redress 
the wrongdoing of the late scholar. toruy@meiji.ac.jp (TH-116)

___________________________

YAN, Minhua (Inst for Advanced Study-Toulouse), LI, Zhizhong 
and LI, Yuanmei (Derung Norm Dynamics Proj-Dizhengdang), 
BOYD, Robert and MATHEW, Sarah (ASU) A Norm About Harvest 
Division Is Maintained by a Desire to Follow Tradition, Not by 
Social Policing. We explored how norms influence behavior 
by examining cooperative farming harvest division among the 
Derung, a horticultural society in China. In one village, harvests 
are divided equally among households (“HD”), while other 
villages divide by laborers (“LD”). Classical theories suggest 
people follow norms to maximize payoffs, but interviews with 62 
individuals and an ultimatum game with 74 participants revealed 
inconsistent behavior. Despite preferring LD, expecting others to 
prefer LD, and expecting no disapproval for LD proposals, most 
followed the HD norm, citing tradition as their reason. This shows 
how costly norms can persist without external enforcement. 
minhua.yan@iast.fr (TH-74)

___________________________

YANG, Cheng Hsun (Kaohsiung Chang Gung Memorial Hosp) A 
Path Contrary to Recovery. Social marginalization, along with 
physical and behavioral factors, complicates the recovery process 
for AIDS patients. In conventional healthcare or legal settings, 
they are referred to psychiatric services or social workers to 
reintegrate into family and work life. However, these approaches 
often clash with their values, leading to recurrent illness. Through 
virtual support offered through friendship, I’ve observed their 
preference for Kinky nightclubs over counseling. What they need 
is a movement like ACT-UP, mobilized through members of the 
affected community, to challenge social injustice, not mandated 
recovery programs that feel like law enforcement, as Foucault 
warned. tom1987129@gmail.com (TH-80)

___________________________

YANG, Danlu (OR State U) Linguistic Plurality in a Global Structure 
of Inequality: From a Multinational Translation Project to World 
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Anthropologies. A multilingual publication initiative brought 
together groups of non-native English-speaking scholars who 
challenged the dominance of English cultural hegemony in post-
colonial academia. They advocated for linguistic plurality and a 
multilingual framework to counteract the hegemony of a singular 
language in academic discourse. This ethnographic inquiry delves 
into the often-overlooked process of translating non-English 
publications without using English as a mediator, focusing 
on a Sino-Portuguese academic translation project spanning 
Brazil, China, Portugal, and the U.S. Through examination of 
anthropologists, professors, editors, and associated communities 
within and beyond academia, this study explores the challenges, 
opportunities, and negotiations involved in publishing in 
non-English languages within specific institutional contexts. I 
investigate how non-native English-speaking scholars navigate 
academic publishing and contribute to the unique anthropology 
culture. yangdan@oregonstate.edu (F-34)

___________________________

YANG, Rayna (Harrow Int’l Sch Hong Kong) The Chronic Lifestyle: 
When Do People Stop Talking About COVID? Between 2021 and 
2024, Chinese users on XiaoHongShu actively shared content 
related to COVID-19. Through an ethnographic analysis of 113 posts, 
we categorized entries by year, noting distinct shifts in tone and 
content. While most 2022 posts clustered in December, suggesting 
possible deletions earlier in the year by platform administrators, 
other years exhibited more evenly spread posting dates. In 2021-
2022, posts highlighted positive reflections on quarantine life, 
whereas from 2023 onward, content took on a critical tone, often 
using dark humor. This progression reveals how COVID-19 influenced 
cultural expression as users navigated and reframed their pandemic 
experiences. yangrayna411@gmail.com (F-114)

___________________________

YARRINGTON, Landon (CSU) Vini Poun Selebre: Heritage and 
Patron Saint Festivals in Northern Haiti. Tourism is a recurring 
theme in the rhetoric of economic development and growth in 
northern Haiti. King Henri Christophe’s Citadel, a mountaintop 
fortress completed nearly a generation after Haitian independence 
in 1804 and now a UNESCO World Heritage site, has served as a 
key symbol orienting discussion about the economic promises of 
a tourist trade centered on Haiti’s contribution to world history. 
In this paper, I compare northern Haiti’s vibrant tradition of 
patron saint festivals with the elusive promise of future economic 
development to explore how the specter of heritage tourism 
shapes local expectations and perceptions of geoheritage value. 
Landon.Yarrington@colostate.edu (W-102)

___________________________

YODER, Carol (Trinity U), CASTRO, Chloe (Claremont Grad U), 
and GONZALEZ, Mario V. (Trinity U) Cultural Values Influence 
Attitudes Toward Refugees. Our primary question was how 
attitudes towards immigrants relate to Hofstede’s cultural 
values. Participants were recruited from cities with high refugee 
populations in Costa Rica, Zambia, and the U.S. Measures of 
attitudes (ATRS), identity and desire to maintain culture (IDMC), 

pride and participation in culture (PPC), and demographics were 
collected. Country-level responses were drawn from Hofstede’s 
dimensions. A main effect of ATRS was found for country. 
Although all countries had favorable attitudes, the U.S. had more 
favorable ATRS than Costa Rica or Zambia. The U.S.’s higher levels 
of individualism and assertiveness may explain the differences in 
attitudes. cyoder@trinity.edu (W-48)

___________________________

YOUNG, Maya (UA), HORAN, Holly (UAB), LOCKE, Emily (UA), 
LEWIS, Rebecca (BirthWell Partners Community Doula Proj), 
and LIACOPOULOS, Mia (UA) Using CBPR to Increase Access 
to Doula Care in Alabama. Doulas, trained perinatal support 
specialists, are associated with improved health outcomes, 
including breastfeeding initiation, mode of birth, and preterm 
birth. However, doula utilization in Alabama is impeded by 
community and provider unfamiliarity with their scope and 
value. In partnership with a community doula project, we used 
ethnographic methods to identify facilitators and barriers to 
increasing sustainable doula care in Alabama. Results reveal 
the need for provider education, collaborative perinatal 
healthcare, and Medicaid reimbursement for doula services. 
Findings will be used to inform research, coalition-building, 
and policy recommendations for the Institute for Medicaid 
Innovation’s Doula Learning and Action Collaborative in Alabama. 
mmyoung7@crimson.ua.edu (W-25)

___________________________

ZARGER, Rebecca, HINDS, Kris-An, WEBB, W. Alex, MCKENNA, 
Rory, and TROTZ, Maya (USF) Sketching Out Climate Futures in 
Coastal Belize: Participatory Collaboration, Equity, and “Nature-
Based Solutions,” from Mangroves to Reefs. Coastal areas 
are experiencing intensifying risks from climate hazards such 
as storm surge, flooding, erosion, and loss of culturally and 
ecologically significant species and habitats. These compounding 
factors exacerbate inequalities as historic injustices intersect with 
current and future realities. In this paper, we analyze data from 
participatory workshops on values and experiences of changing 
mangroves and coral reefs in coastal Belize that include mapping 
and visualizing localized future scenarios. We consider how 
projects focused on “Nature-based Solutions” might incorporate 
vulnerable communities’ expertise and priorities about future 
coastlines to develop more equitable responses to climate 
change hazards. rzarger@usf.edu (F-77)

___________________________

ZAVALA, Leticia (El Futuro es Nuestro) H2A Farmworkers Fight 
to End Forced Meal Plans. Leticia Zavala was born in Michoacan 
before migrating to the U.S. Leticia has worked with immigrant 
communities in Mexico and North Carolina, pushing to improve 
the working and living conditions of agricultural workers. In 
2022, she was fired from FLOC after running in the union’s first 
contested election. She and 30 farmworkers founded El Futuro 
es Nuestro, a farmworker-led nonprofit that fights to improve 
working and living conditions for farmworkers in NC. In this talk, 
she will describe how H2A workers fight against forced meal 
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plans that limit the food intake of those who pick our food. 
itsourfuture2021@gmail.com (W-142)

___________________________

ZEWERI, Helena (UBC) Reimagining the Political: Afghan Refugee 
Rights Advocacy in Australia. Based on fieldwork conducted in 
2017 and 2023-2024, this paper examines how Afghan Hazara 
refugee advocates in Australia draw parallels between their 
personal experiences with Australia’s border control regime 
and structural violence in Afghanistan. By focusing on how 
prolonged detention and legal limbo compound the insecurities 
of their communities back home, advocates show how Australia’s 
border policies operate as a form of transnational societal-level 
violence. By extension, advocates develop a politics of “rights 
and responsibilities” that considers legal and political rights 
beyond the individual refugee, thereby reimagining conventional 
paradigms of refugee rights. helena.zeweri@ubc.ca (F-78)

___________________________

ZHAN, Ginny and PEARCEY, Sharon (Kennesaw State U) 
Examining Cultural Orientation Among American, Japanese, 
and Chinese College Students. This research examined the 
cultural orientations through the lens of horizontal (egalitarian) 
and vertical (hierarchical) individualism and collectivism. This 
approach offers a nuanced framework for a deeper understanding 
of the traditional I/C paradigm. Over 1,000 college students from 
the U.S., China, and Japan participated in this study. A 16-item 
IC scale was used to collect the responses. While the results 
support the traditional East-West differences in cultural values, 
such as equality and status, they reveal new insights into the 
complexities of how cultural and societal contexts may influence 
college students’ cultural orientations. The findings have 
important implications for cross-cultural understanding. gzhan@
kennesaw.edu (Whova)

___________________________

ZHENG, Mandy (SCAD) Digitalized Afterlife: A Study on the 
Management of Digital Preservation. In today’s digital age, people 
have, on average, 240 online accounts storing their personal data 
and information. However, there’s no standardized process for 
dealing with these digital accounts after death. The increase in 
online activity has created daunting obstacles in managing and 
maintaining a user’s digital legacy. A systematic solution is urgently 
needed. This study explores the complexity of and necessity to 
manage digital legacy through a user-centered design approach. 
The study aims to raise awareness among users, organizations, and 
society about the importance of digital heritage and to develop an 
effective, standardized framework for users to manage their digital 
assets. yzheng39@student.scad.edu (F-45)

___________________________

ZIEGLER, Ryan (MO State U) The Adaption of Markets to Their 
Consumers in Ecuador. Community markets are essential parts of 
local economies, providing a relatively low barrier of entry for local 
communities to sell goods to others in the community and travelers. 
The present work looks to analyze two open-air markets in Ecuador, 

those being the tourist destination market in Otavalo and a rural 
market outside Cotacachi. Fieldwork collected in July of 2024, as well 
as existing works surrounding the topic, will be used to compare and 
contrast the two markets and how their target demographic affects 
their presentation, as well as analyze the commoditization of culture 
present in Otavalo. johnstonryans06@gmail.com (W-99)

___________________________

ZIMMERMAN, Sarah (UCR) Cannabis Use as Harm Reduction 
Amidst an Overdose Crisis. With arcane and moralizing cannabis 
laws currently in place, cannabis and those who use it are often 
ostracized by society. Prohibitive drug legislation often prevents 
cannabis from being studied, while those with lived experience 
are often ignored. Based on data from a larger community 
study about overdose, 95% of people who used illicit drugs used 
cannabis. Nearly half of those participants reported using cannabis 
to manage their other drug and alcohol use, suggesting that 
cannabis is a form of harm reduction. This presentation examines 
the potential of cannabis to help vulnerable populations stay safe 
amidst an ongoing overdose crisis. szimm010@ucr.edu (W-113)

___________________________

ZIMMERMANN, Mario (Boise State U) Forgotten Crops and 
Present-Day Milpas on the Yucatan Peninsula. The Maya Area 
is among the archaeologically most active regions around the 
world. Paleoethnobotanical research, albeit less glamorous than 
art and architectural history, contributes significantly to the 
reconstruction of ancient Maya society and culture. Recently, 
archaeobotanical analyses have led to the identification of crop 
species that do not figure anymore in contemporary milpas. 
This paper presents a synthesis of cornerstone ideas intended 
to provide structure to future collaborative projects centered 
on the Maya communities of the present. These reflections are 
the outcome of ongoing conversations with those people who 
engage with Maya crops on the day-to-day, either cultivating or 
cooking them. mariozimmermann@boisestate.edu (TH-99)

___________________________

ZULLA, Marcella (USF) “My Grandfather Was Recorded as ‘Black’ on 
the Census”: Italians in the Deep South and “Racial Transiency.” Myths 
surrounding family lore are often about our ancestors’ struggles or 
origins. They may or may not be exaggerated versions of the truth, 
omit or add certain aspects. In a European context, these myths 
often include narratives of noble heritage; in American families, they 
tend to be about ethnic origins or how the family came to America. 
Italian Americans claiming that they had a grandparent who was 
recorded as “Black” in U.S. censuses may seem to fit the stereotype 
of a family myth, perhaps much like the one about Native American 
ancestry. This ethnohistorical study, however, shows that many 
myths have a grain of truth, as non-White categories were indeed 
assigned to Italian immigrants between 1880 and 1950. Descendant 
oral histories provide a point of departure for contextualizing these 
archival data, forming a bridge between the past and the present. J.B. 
Jackson’s concept of “racial transiency” is used to frame the Italian 
emigrant experience. mzulla@usf.edu (S-38)

___________________________


