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ABEL, Addison (BYU) Teaching Islam To Children: Religious Ritual 
Examples Accompanied By Kindness. Like many world religions, 
Islam is rich in ritual, with fasting and prayer as central practices. 
Based on observations, interviews, pile sorts, and kinship charts, 
this study of middle-class Muslim parents in Fez, Morocco, 
revealed that modeling ritual behavior is vital in teaching 
children. Yet, beyond imitation, children must understand how 
ritual transforms the practitioner. The data showed that kindness 
accompanying ritual practice most strongly attracts children’s 
genuine participation, as they seek connection with those who 
embody compassion. These findings suggest that fostering 
emotional and moral resonance, rather than rote example, offers 
a more effective foundation for teaching children. aabel1@byu.
edu (TH-126)

___________________________

ADAMS, Abigail (IUP) No Andaba Muerto, Andaba De Parranda: 
IUP’s Global Health Program And The Legacy Of Victor Gacia. 
Thanks to the visionary work of Victor Garcia, IUP now has 
a vibrant global health program that focuses on improving 
health and achieving health equity for all people worldwide. 
He understood, through deep connection with people, that the 
health of individuals is interconnected with the health of others. 
This is one of the many legacies of Victor as IUP’s global health 
program prepares students by developing critical competencies 
and ethical awareness. He left IUP with a global health legacy, 
which equips students with the practical and ethical tools to 
work effectively in local and global healthcare settings. aadams@
iup.edu (W-32)

___________________________

ADAMS, James and TRUONG, Thi (UCI) Teaching Through The 
Termination: Enacting Anthropological Pedagogy Within A 
Canceled Project. Halfway into its second year, UC Irvine’s Climate 
Justice Initiative was terminated for being “out of alignment with 
current NSF priorities.” This threatened to leave me and seven 
other junior scholars stranded, with little to show for our months 
of deeply community-driven research. In this talk, I’ll discuss 
how my colleague and I folded these events into our pedagogy, 
blending our teaching with our academic organizing in ways 
that made it even more intelligible, applicable, and powerful. I’ll 
also reflect on how this shaped the way I think about teaching-
by-enacting anthropology, both in the classroom and out. 
jradams1@uci.edu (F-101)

___________________________

AJEKIIGBE, Ifeaanu (UWM) Training The Public Eye: The Citizen 
Academy And The Moral Imagination Of Policing. Police officers, 
like many public sector workers, have a preferred self-image. 
This paper explores how they project their ideological image 

to the public, in the context of a Citizen Academy. Drawing on 
ethnographic observations in two cycles of the academy, I 
show how their idealized identity (disciplined, rule-bound, self-
sacrificing, and deeply human) contrasts with public perceptions 
of bias, aggression, and overreach. A core but unacknowledged 
function of the academy is to defend against these competing 
portrayals in public discourse. This paper draws on Fassin (2015) 
and clarifies the moral stakes of state power in the context of 
urban public services. ifeaanu@uwm.edu (W-61)

___________________________

AJIBADE, Toyin, ONYANGO, Elizabeth, and BECKIE, Mary (U 
Alberta SPH) Unseen And Unfed: Navigating Food Insecurity In 
The Hidden Homelessness Of Alberta, Canada. This qualitative 
study explores the lived experiences of hidden homeless 
racialized women and gender diverse people on food insecurity 
in Alberta, Canada. The research is shaped by feminist narrative 
inquiry as theoretical framework and methodology. Drawing on 
in-depth interviews and participant reflections, the research 
reveals how individuals navigating precarious housing face 
unique barriers to accessing adequate food. Findings highlight 
the distinctiveness of hidden homelessness, how stigma and 
service gaps compound vulnerabilities, and the intersectionality 
driving food insecurity. By foregrounding participants’ voices, 
the research offers nuanced insights for policy and co-created 
interventions, tailored for the overlooked challenges embedded 
in hidden homelessness. tbajibad@ualberta.ca (F-14)

___________________________

AKTER, Shekh Sadia (U Rajshahi) Development, Displacement, And 
Disrupted Livelihoods Around The Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant 
(RNPP) In Bangladesh. Drawing from anthropological critiques 
of development, this research investigates how the Rooppur 
Nuclear Power Plant (RNPP)—framed as national progress—
displaced and marginalized local populations. Employing an 
ethnographic approach, it reveals that while a small group 
of residents benefited from new employment opportunities, 
many others faced land loss, workplace displacement, and 
psychosocial stress. Such experiences also altered their memory, 
identity, social relations, and standing. The analysis shows that 
development here fostered social disparity by unequal access to 
power, social capital, and “connections.” This research calls for 
participatory approaches to development planning that center 
the voices and agency of affected communities. mshanta2020@
gmail.com (Prerecorded)

___________________________

ALEXANDER, Sara (Baylor U) The Interplay Of Religious Conviction 
And Climate Science For Farmers Weathering The Challenges 
Of Climate Change: Insights From Belize And Texas. Research 
conducted in farming communities in Belize and Texas has 
revealed that farmers frequently articulate beliefs that presume 
an incongruity between scientific knowledge and religious 
conviction. This same research also suggests that farmers implicitly 
operate as if there exists a high level of compatibility between the 
two in their evidence-based farming practices, practices that are 
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recognized as virtuous and necessary for thriving communal life. 
This paper focuses on this question to discern a more nuanced 
account of how scientific understanding and religious convictions 
contribute, idiosyncratically and synthetically, to civic virtues 
that enable farmers to respond effectively to climate change 
challenges. sara_alexander@baylor.edu (S-04)

___________________________

ALEXANDER, William (UNCW) Understanding Strategies Of 
Healthcare Outreach To Migrant Farmworkers: Rapid Responses 
And Risk Assessments. How are public health providers who 
serve migrant farmworkers preparing for and responding to the 
surge in extreme immigrant policing and aggressive detention 
and deportation tactics? While reflecting on several periods of 
intermittent ethnographic fieldwork conducted over the last 
twelve years in eastern North Carolina, the author attempts 
to survey outreach strategies of those who are delivering care 
while minimizing risk to their clients. What roles can or should 
applied medical anthropology play under the ethically fraught 
field conditions of the current moment? alexanderw@uncw.edu 
(TH-132)

___________________________

ALMADA, Vanessa Maria (UTEP) Environmental Movements 
In El Paso And Ciudad Juárez: Possibilities And Limitations Of 
Cross-Border Organization At The U.S.-Mexico Border. At the U.S.-
Mexico border, the anthropogenic and nationalistic construction 
of the landscape has accelerated urbanization and unequal 
development without establishing effective binational institutions 
for governance over a shared commons. Borderlanders, then, 
contest unsustainable development with the added complexity 
of navigating a barrier, which creates diverse socioeconomic 
and political realities that challenge cross-border cooperation. 
This qualitative research analyzes environmental organizations 
in El Paso and Ciudad Juárez. Through ethnographic study 
of mobilization in response to environmental legislation and 
administrative action in each city, the immediate barriers to cross-
border cooperation and limitations of nationalistic institutions in 
the borderlands can be better understood. vmalmada@miners.
utep.edu (TH-32)

___________________________

ALVAREZ, Alana (Mercer U) Living Beyond Mercury: Oral Histories 
Of Madre De Dios, A Small-Scale Mining Community. Living Beyond 
Mercury: Oral Histories of Madre de Dios, a Small-Scale Mining 
Community is an oral history project to bring to the forefront the 
humanizing stories of community members like Raquel, Héctor, 
or the Franciscan American priest. Living Beyond Mercury as an 
oral history project stems from two service-learning trips (2018-
2019) where I led Spanish students and heritage Spanish speakers 
to conduct interviews with members of ASGM communities in the 
towns of Laberinto, Puerto Maldonado, and Mazuko in the Madre 
de Dios region. This compelling body of work intends to disseminate 
the peripheral voices of mining communities beyond the mercury-
centered narrative of an environmental catastrophe. The people 
of the Madre de Dios region have been constantly deemed 

responsible for mercury contamination in a narrative permeated 
by scientists, including social scientists, and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) who often disregard the nuances present in 
these fragile communities. alvarez_av@mercer.edu (W-94)

___________________________

ANDERSON, Brittany (VA, CADRE), MCDANNOLD, Sarah E. 
(CHOIR, VA), WALKNER, Tammy (CADRE, VA), HILGEMAN, 
Michelle M. (Tuscaloosa VA Med Ctr & UA), MOSHER, Hilary J. 
(GRECC, VA, CCDOR, UMN Med Sch), MOO, Lauren R. (CHOIR, 
VA, GRECC, Harvard U Med Sch), JASUJA, Guneet K. (CHOIR, VA, 
Boston U Sch of Med), DAVILA, Heather (VA, CADRE, U Iowa Carver 
Coll of Med) Rural Veterans’ Access To Dementia Care: Clinician 
Perspectives. Outside the Veterans Health Administration (VHA), 
rurality-based differences in dementia care access exist. However, 
this has not been examined within the VHA, which prioritizes rural 
healthcare access. We conducted semi-structured interviews 
with dementia specialists (N=20) at five rural VHA facilities to 
understand gaps and strategies to meet rural Veterans’ dementia 
care needs. Considerable gaps were reported around recognition 
and evaluation of dementia, and coordination and availability of 
supportive services. Strategies to address gaps included primary 
care clinician education and outreach and specialized programs. 
Optimizing access to dementia-related services for rural Veterans 
requires tailored approaches to leverage VHA and community 
resources. brittany.anderson6@va.gov (F-64)

___________________________

ANDERSON, Ekaterina (VA CHOIR & UMass Chan Med Sch), 
VENEGAS, Maria (VA CHOIR & Boston U Sch of Med), SONG, 
Vincent, DONES, Makayla, and BARKER, Anna (VA CHOIR), HYDE, 
Justeen (VA CHOIR & Boston U Sch of Med), FARAONE, Donna 
(VA Office of Patient-Centered Care & Cultural Transformation), 
BOKHOUR, Barbara (VA CHOIR & UMass Chan Med Sch) Building 
Strong Clinical-Community Partnerships: Insights From VA’s 
Health And Well-Being Through Arts Initiative. The U.S. Veterans 
Health Administration’s efforts to promote Veterans’ well-being 
via arts and humanities offerings in partnership with community 
organizations are a valuable case study in health promotion 
across the clinical-community divide. Our evaluation revealed 
three central insights: (1) Financial arrangements are not merely 
logistical but carry symbolic weight around concepts of value 
and reciprocity. (2) There is an enduring challenge of promoting 
Veterans’ independent engagement in the community while 
also making it visible and measurable to the VA. (3) Tailoring the 
programming to Veterans’ unique needs and struggles requires 
flexibility and negotiation with community partners. (F-64)

___________________________

ANDERSON, Moji (UWI) Queering Reparations In The Caribbean. 
The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) is fighting for reparations 
from Europe: demands include facilitation of education in African 
history and ancestral values. In my course, Anthropology of Africa, 
students learn about pre-colonial fluidity of sexual and gender 
identities and practices, information that I believe should be 
included in reparative education programs. Using anthropology 
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and history, I aim to normalize the inclusion of queer issues in 
regional political discussions about reparations. My presentation 
will discuss the reception of my queering reparations initiative 
at a reparations conference at my Jamaican university and plans 
for further engagement with the reparations movement. moji.
anderson@uwimona.edu.jm (TH-133)

___________________________

ANDREWS, Audrey (UNR) 	and WHITE, Carolyn (Boston U) 
Reflections On A Changing Anthropology Research Museum. For 
more than three years, Dr. Carolyn White and graduate students 
Audrey Andrews and Isabelle Guerrero ran the Anthropology 
Research Museum at the University of Nevada, Reno, navigating 
a time of immense change sweeping the anthropology and 
museum fields. Our team curated hundreds of thousands of 
artifacts while being underfunded and understaffed. At the 
conclusion of our tenure, the museum passed into the hands of 
new staff for the first time in over 10 years. This paper reflects 
on the implementation of change in a decades-old anthropology 
institution. Though unaware at the time, we prepared the 
museum for a new era. audreyandrews@unr.edu (W-69)

___________________________

ANTOINE, Audrey (USF) The Lives They Don’t See: “Nou La,” A Film 
Confronting Rumor, Resilience, And Reality Of Haitian Immigrants 
In The Tampa Bay Region. The Lives They Don’t See: “Nou la” is 
an anthropological documentary film centering Haitian migrants 
in the Tampa Bay region. Political shifts in the United States have 
kept thousands of immigrants in constant limbo. This film focuses 
on Haitian immigrants currently under temporary protected 
status, often referred to as TPS. Created in 1990, an issue arises 
with TPS when you consider that many countries under this 
program are not suitable for return currently. Approximately 
200,000 Haitian migrants in the U.S. are now facing threats to 
their legal status. How they experience these threats is what this 
film aims to understand. aantoine14@usf.edu (TH-98)

___________________________

ANTONIOU, Rea (NAU), MANUEL LANDA SAMANO, Oscar 
(Columbia U), ROBERTS, Cassandra and WHARTON, Emma (Grand 
Canyon Youth) Something Missing, Something Found: Embodiment 
And Affect In A Phone-Free River Journey With Grand Canyon Youth. 
In an era of hyperconnectivity, youth often feel lonely despite 
constant online engagement. This mixed methods study evaluates 
how phone-free river trips with Grand Canyon Youth reshape 
social presence and connection. Thematic analysis of surveys and 
post-trip reflections revealed three domains: (1) phones as both 
connection tools and intimacy barriers; (2) emotional complexity 
at disconnection (e.g., relief, anxiety, “weirdness”); (3) devices 
as coping tools for discomfort. Post-trip reflections emphasized 
embodied presence, connection to place, others, and self. These 
immersive trips became moral laboratories where youth re-
evaluated attention, belonging, and self-regulation, contributing 
to anthropological conversations on technoculture and youth 
affective ecologies. antoniourea@gmail.com (W-36)

___________________________

APPLEBY, Gordon (Independent) Effective Social Participation On 
A Panel Of Experts For The Repair Of A High Dam: One Man’s 
Experience Over 10 Years. What does an anthropologist on a 
Panel of Experts (PoE) for a high dam do when the project entails 
repairs rather than new construction, so the usual social mandate 
of resettlement planning is irrelevant? Over the 10-year life of 
the Kariba Dam Repair Project, the social expert’s role shifted 
importantly from environmental education to social impact and, 
finally, to the downstream early warning system. Examining 
how the dam authority dealt with each initiative suggests 
recommendations for effective participation on a PoE: namely, 
flexibility, pragmatism, integral coordination with the engineers, 
and the critical importance of fieldwork. drgappleby@gmail.com 
(W-12)

___________________________

ARCHIBEQUE, Aleysia (OR State U) Are Water Sustainability 
Leaders In Southern Oregon Thinking About MAD Water? 
Water security is threatened by climate change and insufficient 
infrastructures worldwide. Modular, Adaptive, and Decentralized 
(MAD) water systems offer promising alternatives to centralized 
infrastructure, but their relevance to water managers in specific 
ecologies is underexplored. This project examines how a network 
of water practitioners in southern Oregon engages with MAD 
and Indigenous water concepts to help refine and advance these 
frameworks. Interviews (n=13) and participant observation at 
a multi-sector Water Forum document how water managers 
navigate cross-sector collaboration and future-oriented planning. 
Although MAD and Indigenous water concepts are unfamiliar to 
them, they resonate with their concerns and preliminary plans. 
archibea@oregonstate.edu (W-04)

___________________________

ARKO, Sara and POGLADIČ, Anja (Inst for Innovation & Dev, U 
Ljubljana), PONCELET, Stien, NGUYEN, Alex Binh Vinh Duc, and 
VANDE MOERE, Andrew (KU Leuven) Anthropology At Work: 
Collaborating On The Future Of Adaptive Offices. This paper 
examines the role of anthropology in developing adaptive 
workplace technologies, e.g., autonomously moving robotic wall 
partitions, dynamic lighting, and personalized acoustic systems, 
aimed at enhancing individual well-being in shared offices. 
Drawing on ethnographic research and co-design processes 
within an interdisciplinary innovation team (SONATA, Horizon 
Europe), we show how collaboration across social, health, 
and technical disciplines reconfigures both innovation and 
anthropology itself. We explore how adaptive technology shapes 
everyday negotiations, perceptions, and socio-spatial practices. 
Anthropology’s reflexivity invites more nuanced approaches to 
the future of work, such as embracing complexity, friction, and 
contestation as productive forces in participatory technology 
development. sara.arko@iri.uni-lj.si (W-12)

___________________________

ARMENI, Kelsey (CU Boulder) Co-Authorship As Epistemic 
Justice In Research On Master Plants. Co-authorship strengthens 
epistemic justice by challenging the asymmetrical attribution of 
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knowledge in research on Master Plants (psychedelics, psilocybin 
mushrooms). Building from decolonial feminist scholarship, I 
reflect on co-editing a community member’s draft chapter about 
her advocacy work promoting BIPOC inclusion in Psychedelic 
Science and the process of making local knowledge legible to 
the neoliberal academy through co-authoring a book chapter. 
Co-creating academic text is a site of care and resistance to 
dominant Eurocentric and androcentric narratives of Master 
Plants. The case study discussed is part of the emerging book 
project Honoring Master Plants: Ancestral Worldviews and New 
Perspectives on “Psychedelics.” karmeni1203@gmail.com (S-02)

___________________________

ARNOLD, Taylor (WFU Sch of Med) and MANCILLAS, Pacino 
(AC&M Group) A Pilot Study Of Safety And Knowledge Acquisition 
Among Hispanic Construction Workers In North Carolina. Hispanic 
construction workers experience higher injury and fatality rates 
than non-Hispanics despite more than $3 billion invested in 
safety training across the industry. This pilot study draws from 
four focus groups with Hispanic men and women construction 
workers, supervisors, and business owners to explore how safety 
knowledge is learned, shared, and practiced on jobsites. Findings 
reveal how cultural, linguistic, and structural factors shape 
workers’ understanding and prioritization of safety practices. 
By examining knowledge acquisition and transfer within this 
workforce, the paper offers insights for designing more effective, 
culturally grounded safety and well-being programs for the 
construction industry across various stakeholders. taylor.arnold@
wfusm.edu (F-62)

___________________________

ARTEAGA, Ignacia, CHIONG, Winston, DOHAN, Daniel, ROSEN, 
Howard, SPETZ, Joanne, and SIDEMAN, Alissa (UCSF) Ethical 
And Practical Challenges Of Implementing Alzheimer’s Blood 
Biomarkers In Primary Care. Blood-based biomarkers for 
Alzheimer’s disease promise earlier, scalable, and less invasive 
diagnosis, yet their introduction into primary care raises ethical 
and practical challenges. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork in 
clinical and research settings, along with a national survey of 
primary care practitioners, this study examines how precision 
medicine tools travel—or stall—between specialty and primary 
care in the United States. Despite substantial investment in 
biomarker-based models of care, primary care clinicians report 
low confidence in interpreting results amid competing demands 
and system constraints. Social inequalities further constrain 
how patients understand and act on results. This multi-method 
study helps us illuminate these asymmetries and support 
the responsible integration of new molecular technologies in 
primary care for patient benefit. ignacia.arteaga@ucsf.edu (W-
68)

___________________________

ASADUZZAMAN, Md (ASU) Between Care And Control: The Politics 
Of Community Health Work In The Rohingya Refugee Camps 
In Bangladesh. In Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, the world’s largest 
refugee camp, Community Health Workers (CHWs) navigate 

the intersection of humanitarian health goals, local politics, and 
cultural realities. This ethnographic study, based on interviews, 
surveys, and observations, examines how CHWs balance global 
health directives with community needs under severe resource 
constraints. Framed by neoliberalism and political economy 
theories, it shows CHWs acting as both caregivers and agents 
of governance, reinterpreting biomedical agendas through local 
authority figures and cultural norms. This research reveals their 
strategic adaptability and highlights the politics of humanitarian 
health, emphasizing CHWs’ critical role in mediating care, power, 
and community trust. masaduzz@asu.edu (W-67)

___________________________

ASIKUNNABY, Nayan (SDSU) Mapping Extreme Heat Vulnerability 
And Adaptation Among Farmers In Bangladesh. This paper 
examines how extreme heat exacerbates agrarian vulnerability 
and inequality in Bangladesh. Drawing on household surveys 
(n=362) and interviews (n=20), this study quantifies and maps 
exposure, sensitivity, and adaptive capacity, tracing how land 
tenure, water access, and institutional support shape farmers’ 
vulnerability and adaptation. Results show that smallholders 
face disproportionate health, labor, and crop losses compared 
to larger farmers, revealing the structural roots of climate 
vulnerability. Integrating the IPCC framework with the Pressure 
and Release model, the study links measurable household risk 
to underlying social and economic pressures, emphasizing the 
need for equitable, locally grounded adaptation strategies. 
aasikunnaby5661@sdsu.edu (W-105)

___________________________

BABCHUK, Wayne (UNL) The Ethics Of Grounded Theory 
Research: Guidelines For Ethnographic Field Studies. Grounded 
theory has been increasingly employed in ethnographic field 
studies across disciplines and settings. Labeled ethnographic 
grounded theory in recent publications, this hybrid approach 
merges key elements of grounded theory with ethnography 
to provide potentially effective strategies for field research. 
Fundamental components of ethnographic grounded theory 
are first outlined to set the stage for a discussion of ethical 
considerations important in the conduct of this form of research. 
Systematic guidelines are then advanced for engaging in ethically 
sound research from conceptualization to completion of the 
field project that can prove invaluable for all forms of grounded 
theory and ethnographic research. wbabchuk1@unl.edu (F-97)

___________________________

BACON, Jenny (ORISE), HERMAN-MERCER, Nicole and EBANKS, 
Diamond (USGS) Destabilization Of The Mixed Economy In Alaska 
Native Villages: Social Impacts And Pathways Forward. The 
mixed economy, characterized by a balance between market 
and subsistence economies, has dominated as a stable, self-
reinforcing system since colonization began in rural Alaska. 
Results from semi-structured interviews suggest that shifts 
in access to and availability of subsistence resources with the 
changing climate and limited local economic opportunities are 
straining the sustainability of the mixed economy. We will present 
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the perceptions and social impacts of this destabilization based 
on interviews conducted in three Native Villages. The results 
highlight the ways in which communities are trying to balance 
tradition and change, while preserving autonomy in decision 
making for their futures. jbacon@usgs.gov (W-64)

___________________________

BAIM-LANCE, Abigail (James J Peters Bronx VA Med Ctr) 
Mapping Veteran Health Care Experiences: A Comparative 
Study Of Different Journey Mapping Scales. Experience-based 
health journey maps are visualizations that capture experiences 
of healthcare, including how they may develop (positively and 
negatively) over time. Maps can vary in scale, depicting single 
cases or aggregated themes, but there have been few comparative 
analyses. In this project that engaged 40 Veterans who described 
their experiences of COVID-19-related health systems change, 
we explore what it means to make a single journey versus a group 
map and respective explanatory potential. We will consider 
implications for understanding experiences at different levels, 
and how to leverage insights to communicate experiences and 
even improve patient experience(s). abigail.baim-lance@mssm.
edu (TH-135)

___________________________

BAINES, Kristina (CUNY Guttman CC) In Their Own Words: 
Narratives Of Heritage In Community-Based Health Research. 
Indigenous voices have long been silenced by academic 
researchers, even those with intentions to amplify them. This 
project takes an anti-colonial approach to both strengthening and 
sharing research findings through engagement in the research 
communities whose stories are told in Heritage in the Body, the 
author’s latest book. This project expands the depth, accuracy, 
and efficacy of the research in the book through a series of 
publicly available video narratives, filmed in and with the research 
communities, demonstrating how access to traditional land use 
practices and other living heritage opportunities are integral 
to healthy lives in Belizean Maya and Garifuna communities. 
yesbaines@gmail.com (TH-129)

___________________________

BARONE, T. Lynn (UN-Omaha) Creating Durangoquest: Designing 
A Board Game To Improve Access To Campus Health And Well-
Being Resources. How do you encourage college students to take 
advantage of university health and well-being resources? Create 
a board game! Educational or “serious” games turn an everyday 
activity into a powerful intervention. Co-developing a board game 
with the target population of commuter and first-generation 
students provided insights into local knowledge deficits and 
stigmatization. Personal experiences, peer interviews, discussions 
with resource providers, and university websites were used to 
create content. Collaborative development resulted in game play 
structure designed to both inform and connect players through 
whimsical content and gentle competition. The student creators 
learned how applied anthropology could solve problems on their 
campus. tbarone@unomaha.edu (W-102)

___________________________

BARTHOLOMEW, Caroline (U Miami) Analyzing Climate And 
Trophic Relationships In The Humboldt Current System To 
Preceramic Coastal Andean Settlement And Subsistence Patterns. 
Using datasets from NOAA, PANGAEA, and the World Bank, 
this work examines connections among Engraulis ringens and 
Sardinops sagax populations, fishing practices, and climate 
variability in the Humboldt Current System over the past 150 
years. It also considers the implications for understanding ancient 
coastal settlement patterns and the maritime foundations of 
Andean civilization using palaeoceanographic and archaeological 
research methods. Correlations between fish and guano-bird 
population dynamics, sea surface temperature, total organic 
carbon flux, and climate oscillations were analyzed. The goal of 
this work is to provide a quantitative framework for integrating 
oceanographic and archaeological knowledge to reconstruct 
preceramic Andean coastal settlement and subsistence patterns. 
cab439@miami.edu (Prerecorded)

___________________________

BARTLEY, Latoya (Mercer U) Newspeak: Student And Faculty 
Perceptions Of DEI’s Erasure At A Small Liberal Arts University 
In Georgia. Under the current Trump Administration, Executive 
Orders (EO) focusing on higher education catalyzed the 
elimination of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) initiatives 
across U.S. universities. This study uses a mixed methods 
approach to investigate how students and faculty at a private, 
liberal arts university in middle Georgia perceive and are 
affected by recent changes to DEI initiatives on campus. Applied 
anthropology provides increasingly relevant tools to study 
emerging social change. This semester-long research investigates 
how the EOs abruptly changed university policies and programs 
and how these changes affect the lived experiences of university 
students and faculty. labartley22@gmail.com (W-45)

___________________________

BAUMANN, Steve (NPS) El Malpais National Monument, New 
Mexico: Layered Toponymic Landscapes. El Malpais National 
Monument in New Mexico, U.S., is a landscape of significant 
cultural and geological importance, characterized by extensive 
lava flows, caves, and cinder cones. Despite its harsh terrain, El 
Malpais holds deep cultural and spiritual meanings for Native 
American communities, including the Acoma, Zuni, Laguna, and 
Navajo tribes, whose cosmologies and histories are interwoven 
with this landscape. Employing a mixed methods approach 
combining ethnographic fieldwork with comparative literature 
studies, this paper documents how these Indigenous groups 
perceive and interpret interconnected geological features 
as sacred and meaningful parts of their ancestral heritage. 
sbaumann6@comcast.net (TH-63)

___________________________

BAUSONE, Meghan (NCSU) Designing For Paradigm Shifts In 
Rural Maternal Health Systems: A Regional Study Of Washington 
And Oregon. Rural maternal health access in the United States is 
collapsing under systemic pressures, creating “maternal health 
deserts” where families must travel long distances for care. As 
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a designer addressing complex challenges in maternal health, I 
investigate whether rural communities in Oregon and Washington 
are signaling a paradigm shift and a desire for new systemic 
approaches to care. Using systems thinking and qualitative 
interviews with doulas, midwives, and clinical practitioners, this 
study explores how dominant paradigms of birth culture have 
shaped this crisis and identifies stakeholder perspectives that 
reveal opportunities for design innovation and more equitable, 
resilient systems. mgbauson@ncsu.edu (TH-74)

___________________________

BECKHAM, Abigail, OUIMET, Eleanor, HARDEN, Alexandra, and 
LACHLAN, Kenneth (UConn), BALCOM, Nancy, BARRETT, Juliana, 
PERACCHIO, Heather, GRIFFITHS-SMITH, Faye, and WELCH, 
Mary (UConn Ext) Examining Emergency Preparedness And 
Weather-Related Risk For Older And Underserved Populations In 
Coastal Connecticut Communities. There is a growing disconnect 
between the State of Connecticut’s expectations for local 
emergency response and the lived risks currently facing aging 
community members in coastal CT. This population is currently 
experiencing increasing socioeconomic vulnerability, increasing 
risk of weather-related hazards, and an inadequate state system 
of emergency response. This paper presents the findings of 
an emergency preparedness project to identify current and 
anticipated challenges of disadvantaged aging residents in the 
face of weather-related disasters and offers recommendations 
for improving senior resident preparedness and establishing 
trusted and effective forms of emergency communications with 
aging coastal community members. abigail.beckham@uconn.
edu (W-95)

___________________________

BEHUNIN, Kailee (SUNY Binghamton), ABBEY, Amy (First 
Presbyterian Church of Johnson City), SPAKE, Laure (SUNY 
Binghamton) Social Capital And Community Building: The Role 
Of Free Community Dinners. Research indicates that social 
capital helps buffer individuals from socioeconomic hardship. 
This project assesses whether free community dinners 
provided through a church in Broome County, NY, facilitate 
community building and social capital formation. Conversational 
interviewing and ethnographic participation revealed that these 
regular, sit-down dinners serve as a “third space” for socializing 
and information exchange. Participants perceive the meals as a 
consistent social space to meet both new and old friends. Several 
participants received support from these connections, including 
transportation, emotional support, and help with tasks. Regular 
sit-down community meals may enhance both food security and 
social capital formation for attendees. kbehunin@binghamton.
edu (F-35)

___________________________

BELIQUE DELBA, Ana Maria (USF) Haitian Women, Migration, 
And Reproductive Justice In The Dominican Republic. Since 2021, 
pregnant Haitian women have been the target of the Dominican 
Republic’s immigration policy. Recent administrative measures 
placed immigration agents in hospitals to detain and deport 

undocumented people seeking medical care. This reality reflects a 
global trend of anti-migrant sentiment and policy changes. While 
scholars have addressed anti-Haitianism and systemic violence, 
research on how violence on Haitian women’s bodies, migration, 
health, and reproduction intersect is scarce. Through interviews 
and media content analysis, this research explores how these 
measures affect Black and migrant women’s reproductive lives, 
arguing that emerging community resistance is reshaping their 
reproductive behaviors and notions of justice. (TH-98)

___________________________

BENNARDO, Giovanni (NIU) Cultural Model Theory: The 
Ontological Prime Of Quantity In Tonga (Polynesia). Cultural 
Model Theory (CMT) has brought cognitive anthropology back 
into the fold of anthropological research. Contributions by 
scholars adopting CMT have grown to provide a kaleidoscopic 
array of research agendas conducive to a great number of 
findings. It is time to assess the field and look for patterns that may 
be emerging. This contribution represents an essential moment 
of reflection in testing the validity of this approach to the study 
of cultures. I present a detailed account of a research project 
attempting to investigate the ontological prime of Quantity in a 
Polynesian culture by adopting CMT and its necessary tri-partite 
methodology. bennardo@niu.edu (S-42)

___________________________

BENNETT, Elaine (Saint Vincent Coll) Academic Administration 
As Applied Anthropology Practice: A Case Study In AI Literacy 
Integration. Coordinating AI literacy integration across a liberal 
arts curriculum mirrors a classic applied anthropology challenge: 
mediating between community stakeholders (faculty) and 
institutional actors (administrators, boards) with divergent 
worldviews and goals. Faculty autonomy and expertise exist in 
tension with administrative accountability and expectations. 
This paper argues that an anthropological approach recognizes 
AI literacy integration as requiring careful relationship-
building and recognition of faculty as expert practitioners 
whose disciplinary knowledge is both essential to meaningful 
pedagogical transformation and quite heterogeneous. This case 
study demonstrates how anthropology applied in academic 
administration facilitates the navigation of structural-cultural 
contradictions in academia. elaine.m.bennett@gmail.com (TH-
36)

___________________________

BENNINK, Chloe (UFL) Institutional Care And The Making Of 
Recovery In Physician Health Programs. This research examines 
Physician Health Programs (PHPs), specialized treatment systems 
for healthcare professionals with substance use disorders. While 
often cited as effective, little attention has been paid to how 
recovery is actually experienced within them. PHPs combine 
therapeutic care with regulatory oversight, requiring participants 
to navigate dual identities as patients and practitioners. Recovery 
here is lived through accountability measures and the demands 
of returning to practice, but also through relationships, routines, 
and moral work that make healing possible. Attending to PHPs 
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not only broadens anthropological understandings of addiction 
but also informs how institutions might better support those 
who provide care. c.bennink@ufl.edu (W-96)

___________________________

BERGMAN, Amanda (NDSU) “Having A Local Connection Is 
Important”: Community Pharmacies And Healthcare Ecosystems 
In Rural North Dakota. Access to healthcare facilities in rural 
communities is often limited, leading residents to rely heavily 
on their local healthcare ecosystem—pharmacies, clinics, public 
health units—to ensure all of their health needs are met. In 
many small towns, pharmacists serve as the go-to healthcare 
professionals, offering advice within their scope of practice and 
connecting residents to other resources and colleagues. Our 
ongoing ethnographic research among North Dakota community 
pharmacies highlights the critical role pharmacists play in creating 
and reinforcing interprofessional and interpersonal relationships 
with other healthcare professionals to bridge the gaps that exist 
in rural healthcare. (F-64)

___________________________

BEUTIN, Lyndsey and BIRUK, Cal (McMaster U) Queering the 
Patient-Expert in T1D Research. Our research project, Sick 
Futurity, uses creative methods to document the life stories of 
diabetics’ entanglements with technologies and data. Our team 
consists of three researchers: a type 1 diabetic who studies race 
and surveillance; a non-diabetic medical anthropologist; and a 
non-diabetic endocrinologist. The collaboration has shown us 
the possibilities and limitations of the idea of lived experience 
as research expertise. This paper queers the figure of the 
patient-expert to better understand how the valorization of 
lived experience also reveals the ways that academic disciplines 
contain and minimize the theoretical production that comes 
from lived expertise. BeutinL@mcmaster.ca (W-33)

___________________________

BILLINGSLEY, Krista (JMU) Gateways To Alternative Justice: 
Police Perceptions Of Restorative Justice In Vermont. Restorative 
justice can be an alternative to punitive justice (most notably, 
incarceration) and focuses on victim-centric approaches to 
repair harm and restore relationships in communities. Vermont 
is recognized as a national leader in restorative justice due to the 
common utilization of restorative principles in pre-court direct 
referrals. It is the only state in the U.S. with a community justice 
center in every county, and court diversions and community 
justice centers are both codified in Vermont law. Police officers 
are the first to respond to a crime, and, in Vermont, police 
officers can refer cases directly to community justice centers. 
In this paper, I examine Vermont police officers’ perceptions of 
restorative justice and investigate decision-making processes 
for restorative justice referrals. kristabillingsley@gmail.com 
(Prerecorded)

___________________________

BILOTTA, Juliane (Englewood Public Schools) Beyond The 
Paragraph: The Affordances Of Multimodal Writing Instruction 

And Third Space Theory In The EAP Classroom. This article 
draws on third space theory (Gutiérrez, 2011) to explore how 
a multimodal approach to writing instruction in an English 
for Academic Purposes classroom facilitated a “third space” 
of learning for international students at a small liberal arts 
university. Based on fieldwork conducted during one of the 
earliest in-person semesters during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
this article illustrates how students used the affordances of 
multimodal writing assignments—which invited them to draw on 
their full linguistic repertoires—to voice their anxieties, challenge 
classroom norms, and establish their identities in ways not 
available to them in coursework outside of the ESL/EAP program. 
jbilotta23@gmail.com (S-31)

___________________________

BIVILLE, Louise (U Arizona & CNRS) The Shaping And Reshaping 
Of The Perception Of Air Quality In Southern Arizona. Between 
a biohazardous fungus and man-made particulate pollution, this 
ethnographic work aims to contribute to the understanding of 
the perception and lived experience of air pollution in a renewed 
mining boom context in southern Arizona. Engaging with diverse 
communities in the Tucson area, the study examines the use 
of tools such as low-cost citizen air quality sensors in regard to 
environmental conflicts emerging from multiple massive mine 
projects in the area. With a political ecology lens as well as an 
insight into the production and reproduction of meaning through 
local discursive interactions, this work analyses power and 
knowledge relations regarding air pollution. louisebivillepro@
gmail.com (W-94)

___________________________

BJÖRKE, Bekka (WA State U) Reframing Discourse About AI As 
Viewed Via Lived Cultures. Current AI discourse is naive about 
the lived cultures of artists who create and use it. This exposes 
public misconceptions and gaps in AI functionality and design. 
This research uses ethnographic and quantitative methods 
to study digital communities centered on generative AI art. It 
examines how artists describe their creative processes, negotiate 
authorship, and build belonging through shared practices and 
narratives, revealing cultural adaptability and contradictions. 
Integrating anthropological and participation frameworks can 
help future AI development recognize users as complex actors 
in cultural and political negotiations over creativity, labor, and 
authorship, not just “prompt-jockeys.” (W-103)

___________________________

BLACK, Casey (U Wyoming) Hunting For Conservation: An 
Applied Anthropological Approach To Understanding The 
Impact Of Hunters’ Relationship With Game Animals. The North 
American Model of Wildlife Conservation was created by and 
for hunting communities to maintain their continued ability 
to hunt wild game. Despite the integral role that hunting plays 
in conservation, fewer people hunt in the United States each 
year. Through an analysis of hunting stories and place names in 
regions rich in hunting culture, such as Alaska and Wyoming, this 
research seeks to understand the inter-species relationships that 
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hunters develop with game animals. By better understanding 
these relationships, anthropological approaches shed light on 
the motivations and conservation opinions of hunters—one of 
the key stakeholder groups in wildlife conservation. cblack9@
uwyo.edu (W-64)

___________________________

BLACKWELL, Eden (UA) Exploration Of The Biocultural Experience 
Of Climate Change Among Akha Farmers In Northern Thailand. 
Akha agriculturalists have occupied the highlands of SE Asia for 
centuries, developing a unique ethnoecology. Recently, some 
Akha communities in Northern Thailand have widened their 
participation in regional economies by adopting permanent 
agroforestry, creating new futures for younger generations on 
community-owned lands. However, climate change and related 
political agendas threaten their already precarious land tenure. 
This research uses over 80 ethnographic interviews and surveys 
of environmental distress from two Akha villages to explore 
culturally informed perceptions of a changing climate and 
focuses on how these localized effects are felt holistically in the 
health and well-being of villagers. beblackwell@crimson.ua.edu 
(W-105)

___________________________

BLOCK, Ellen (CSBSJU) Translating Ethnographic Knowledge For 
A Community-Based Doula Program In Minneapolis. Doulas are 
recognized for addressing the overmedicalization of birth and 
reducing obstetric racism and violence. Culturally competent care 
is best provided by community-based doulas who understand 
their clients’ needs and perspectives. This paper details how 
ethnographic research with doulas was translated into a report 
for a North Minneapolis nonprofit to launch a community-
based doula program. I outline how community collaboration 
shaped the project, how my research informed the report, and 
how this work helped to secure funding for the intervention, 
now in its second year. This project highlights the valuable role 
anthropologists can play in community-driven public health 
efforts. eblock@csbsju.edu (F-73)

___________________________

BLOOM, Allison (Moravian U) A Front Row Seat: Exploring IPV 
Center Model Shifts. During this academic year, I have been 
interning at an IPV center for my master’s in social work. As an 
applied anthropologist, this additional degree is bringing me 
back to the frontlines, offering a front row seat on how crisis 
centers are shifting their models to ride the waves of unknown 
waters. From moving to a hotel-only shelter model to shifting 
staffing structures, I explore how these significant changes are 
creating challenges and opportunities, and my dual positionality 
as researcher and intern. blooma@moravian.edu (F-02)

___________________________

BOCHNIAK, Victoria (Wichita State U) Reenvisioning NAGPRA 
Accountability In Response To The 2024 Updated Regulations. In 
response to the 2024 NAGPRA regulation updates, expectations 
on who is responsible for compliance are shifting. With new 

deadlines and avenues for completing NAGPRA repatriations, in 
addition to new generations of NAGPRA practitioners who have 
always been trained under the law, the culture of accountability 
is shifting. In this paper, I reflect on my year as the National Park 
Service’s Park NAGPRA Program Fellow during the first year 
and a half of the updated regulations and through the 2025 
administrative transition, as well as the institutional changes 
Wichita State University is implementing with me as their first 
NAGPRA Coordinator. victoria.bochniak@wichita.edu (W-99)

___________________________

BORGELT, Taylor (Purdue U) Advocacy, Care, And Companionship: 
Applying Anthropology To The Role Of Black Death Doulas In The 
American South. Doulas play an important role in healthcare, as 
advocating caregivers before, during, and after the process of 
childbirth. Death doulas are a similar type of caregiver, as they 
extend this advocacy and support from life into death. In a project 
that focuses on death as a health equity issue, death doulas 
are an important type of caregiver to consider because of their 
intimate engagement with death and dying. Using early findings 
from ongoing research, this presentation considers unique 
intersections of death doula work and racialized experiences of 
death and dying to explore how health inequities persist from life 
through death. tborgelt@purdue.edu (W-06)

___________________________

BOURDON, Natalie (Mercer U) The Politics Of Listening And 
Bearing Witness. Listening and bearing witness, for many 
anthropologists, is a political act. It’s also a serious matter, 
requiring us to lay bare our epistemological assumptions and 
to report honestly about what we’ve seen, heard, and in some 
cases, been a part of. We find ourselves in unprecedented times. 
What does it mean to listen and bear witness at our institutions 
of higher learning? With witnessing, is there an obligation to 
act? What if taking action results in deleterious consequences 
for us as anthropologists, our students, or our institutions? This 
paper discusses witnessing as a commitment to moral praxis. 
nataliejbourdon@gmail.com (W-45)

___________________________

BOYDSTON-SCHMIDT, Ash (UNM) Fostering A Culture Of 
Accountability In A University Museum: NAGPRA And Beyond. 
The Maxwell Museum of Anthropology has a long history as the 
first public museum in Albuquerque. With that history comes a 
legacy of colonization and harm to many communities. As we 
work to address this legacy, NAGPRA has been an integral part 
of this journey. Our vision for the museum includes what we call 
the 3 Rs: Reconciling Injustices, Restoring Voices, and Realizing 
Community. The 3 Rs guide our NAGPRA work, as well as work 
that extends beyond NAGPRA. We are working to foster a culture 
of accountability in our museum that will outlive us and continue 
to address this legacy. ashboydston@unm.edu (W-69)

___________________________

BOYER, Anne-Lise and LADD, Keith (U Arizona) Towards A 
Political Ecology Of Heat: Perspectives From Arizona And New 
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Mexico. Extreme heat is one of the deadliest weather-related 
hazards, disproportionately affecting children, older adults, 
people with pre-existing conditions, low-income groups, and 
the unhoused, while wealthier populations retreat into air-
conditioned spaces. This raises issues of vulnerability, justice, and 
maladaptation. Yet, few studies explicitly examine the political 
ecology of extreme heat. Drawing on examples from Arizona 
and New Mexico, this paper foregrounds heat’s materiality (e.g., 
too-hot air, degraded air quality) and lived experience, showing 
how dominant narratives render heat ahistorical, depoliticized, 
and disembodied. It calls for more systematic approaches to 
analyze heat as a socio-environmental and climate justice issue. 
anneliseboyer@arizona.edu (TH-02)

___________________________

BRAITBERG, Victor, MUTHU, Kabir, and AGARWAL, Tanya (U 
Arizona) Seeing Harm Symmetrically: Enabling Dialogue With 
Police Beyond The Blame Frame. Defining police violence as an 
instrument of White supremacy frames police as agents of racial 
domination, obscuring the structural conditions that harm both 
officers and minoritized communities. Drawing on experiences 
working as a researcher for a municipal police department and 
analyzing the health impacts of systemic racism on both police and 
minoritized communities, we show how both groups are harmed 
by structural violence. We explain why “critical” approaches fail 
to engage police and how dialogue can happen when officers 
come to see the same forces that harm the communities they 
police as also harming them. victorb@arizona.edu (W-67)

___________________________

BRAUNS, Ally (CU Denver) “I Saw Myself Becoming Part Of The 
Earth”: Visual Storytelling With People Who Sit With Psilocybin-
Containing Mushrooms. Rich invoked the notion of becoming 
part of the earth during a recorded interview about his 
“psilocybin” use and concerns about the legalization of sacred 
plant medicine among BIPOC in Colorado. The stories Rich and 
99 other participants shared in a study represent a recorded 
history of “psilocybin” as a Master Plant and document changing 
concepts of harm reduction. Many participants described 
“shroom” use through metaphors that emphasized connections 
with nature and oneness of the world. The metaphors reveal 
core ideas within Indigenous harm reduction and the benefits of 
crosscutting harm reduction along “psychedelic,” public health, 
industry, and Indigenous lines. allyson.brauns@ucdenver.edu (S-
02)

___________________________

BRAUSE, Holly (NMSU) Ethnographic Foundations For 
Multidisciplinary Applied Agricultural Research. From climate 
change, water shortages, trade policy outcomes, and rising input 
prices, agriculturalists in the U.S. and around the world are facing 
a myriad of complex problems. Such problems require applied 
multidisciplinary research collaborations to address. Using 
the example of a multidisciplinary project addressing issues 
of water scarcity and agricultural livelihoods in southern New 
Mexico, I argue that ethnographic research provides a necessary 

foundation from which to build broader collaborative research 
agendas. I also discuss how anthropologists scale up the impact 
of their research through multidisciplinary collaborations to 
promote the kinds of applied outcomes we desire for our work. 
hollybrause@gmail.com (W-14)

___________________________

BREDA, Karen (U Hartford) Equity-Deserving Groups And The 
Everyday Practice Of Healthcare And Applied Anthropology 
Globally. This presentation explores how the concept of equity-
deserving groups challenges the everyday practice of healthcare 
and applied anthropology, particularly in relation to the Global 
South. These groups, often excluded from fair access to care and 
ethical research, urge us to confront systemic inequalities shaped 
by colonial histories and global power imbalances. Drawing on 
critiques of institutional norms and knowledge production, we 
examine how practice-based clinicians and applied researchers 
can act with greater accountability. The presentation asks whether 
our work disrupts or sustains dominant systems, and how equity-
focused practice might reshape the ethics and impact of research, 
care, and global collaboration. breda@hartford.edu (W-38)

___________________________

BREHLER, Janis (OR State U) Recipes For Engagement: Examining 
Student Preferences For Digital Food Media. Rising food insecurity 
on college campuses has coincided with engagement with digital 
food platforms (e.g., #FoodTok, r/EatCheapAndHealthy). This 
study analyzes how students at Oregon State University interact 
with food media and how the Basic Needs Center is adapting 
its programming in response. Drawing on three months of 
participant observation, interviews, and focus groups, I examine 
how universities can develop student-informed communication 
strategies reflecting students’ needs and media preferences. I 
show that social media platforms are key tools for supporting 
students’ food knowledge and access, and I offer insight into how 
institutions can leverage food media to address food insecurity. 
brehlerj@oregonstate.edu (W-102)

___________________________

BRENTON, Barrett (Binghamton U) Landcestry As A Community-
Engaged Learning And Research Process For Strengthening 
University Relationships With Haudenosaunee Communities. 
Landcestry describes a process for recognizing deep ancestral 
and cultural connections to the land. This presentation discusses 
a community-engaged learning and research project that honors 
the Two Row Wampum belt (Gaswéñdah). The belt represents 
a Living Treaty symbolizing the principles of peace, respect, and 
friendship, and the independent paths of Haudenosaunee and 
settler colonial nations. This collaborative project recognizes 
a Two Row renewal through research that documents settler 
colonial histories of the Onondaga Nation Farm alongside 
Indigenous narratives of the same landscape. Through Landcestry 
and the everyday practice of applied anthropology, a university 
partnership with Haudenosaunee communities is strengthened. 
bbrenton@binghamton.edu (W-72)

___________________________
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BRIDGEMAN, Lauren (U Arizona) Confronting Catholicism: 
Investigating Indigenous Relationship To Catholic Iconography 
And Imagery. In this paper, I will examine Indigenous 
relationships with Catholic iconography and imagery. I explore 
Indigenous artworks related to Catholicism that demonstrate a 
dynamic exchange and individual agency. This paper reflects part 
of my overall dissertation research focused on how Indigenous 
communities practice survivance within the boarding school 
system. I am interested in how Native peoples adapted, rejected, 
or modified Catholic symbols to represent their unique identities 
better. The modification of Catholicism to best suit Indigenous 
identity informs my research about creative strategies used to 
shape a religion to best suit one’s needs. bridgemanle@gmail.
com (TH-126)

___________________________

BRISCO, Reeve (BYU) Role Of A Local Non-Profit In Supporting 
Immigrant Well-Being Amid Policy Shifts. National policy on 
immigration has shifted in recent months. The “One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act,” in particular, stripped lawfully present immigrants from 
accessing public food aid for low-income families in addition to 
increasing surveillance and deportation of immigrants within the 
U.S. Within this context, my research examines how a local non-
profit is operating under this and other political pressures. Drawing 
from staff interviews and anonymous client questionnaires, 
findings highlight how the non-profit is adapting to maintain its 
mission. The research clarifies how local organizations can help 
immigrant communities navigate (increasingly) hostile political 
environments. rbrisco@student.byu.edu (TH-132)

___________________________

BROOKS, Arriyanna (GSU) “We Try To Do All That We Can”: 
An Evaluation Of Alabama’s CHWs’ Practices In The Wake Of 
COVID-19. The COVID-19 pandemic profoundly underscored 
the indispensable role of Community Health Workers (CHWs) 
in mitigating health disparities, especially within structurally 
vulnerable communities. Using a sequential mixed methods 
approach, this research explored how the pandemic affected 
CHW work in Alabama. Findings indicate that the core work 
of Alabama’s CHWs did not fundamentally change but simply 
expanded to address pandemic-related challenges. The pandemic 
appears to have been a pivotal moment for the development of 
the CHW workforce in Alabama, as public visibility, state-wide 
organization, and local government support have continued to 
grow since 2020. abrooks128@gsu.edu (F-35)

___________________________

BROOKS, Benjamin (ECU) Study Abroad As An Example Of 
Experiential Learning. Studying abroad provides an opportunity 
for students to explore culture. Experiential learning can be used 
as a part of study abroad program curriculum to enhance student 
learning outcomes. Additionally, adding project-based learning 
components to the Peru program increased the social value of 
the study abroad experience. Ethnographic research methods 
were also used to demonstrate the benefit of learning and using 

methods in a fieldwork context. The Peru study abroad program 
will be used as an example to demonstrate the effectiveness 
of experiential and project-based learning to improve student 
learning outcomes. brooksb@ecu.edu (W-11)

___________________________

BROPHY, Olivia (UBC) Reconsidering Youth Pregnancy In The 
Willamette Valley: Engaging Social Support Providers. Much-
needed attention has been paid to various birth support 
workers in the anthropology of reproduction. Engagement with 
professionals explicitly providing social support for pregnant 
people, particularly pregnant youth, is less common. In the United 
States, youth pregnancy is painted as a drain on government 
resources and thus as a threat to collective social wellbeing. Using 
Reproductive Justice and medical anthropological perspectives, I 
discuss how social support professionals in Oregon’s Willamette 
Valley confront these negative framings to enact change locally in 
the face of increasingly restrictive reproductive health landscapes 
nationally. (W-66)

___________________________

BROWN, Camille and BRUNSON, Emily (BYU) Vaccine Acceptance 
Among College Students. Vaccine acceptance is an important 
issue currently being debated on the national stage. This research 
explores the actions, attitudes, and decision-making processes 
for vaccination among college students attending a university in 
the western U.S. Drawing on interview and subsequent survey 
data—and comparing this to similar data collected at a second 
university in the southern U.S. three years ago—this research 
considers college students’ knowledge of, experiences with, 
and exposure to messaging about vaccination—and how all of 
these factors combine to produce vaccination outcomes. The 
results have implications for interventions and future vaccination 
choices for this group. brown394@byu.edu (TH-75)

___________________________

BRUNA, Sean (MUSC) Sterile Fields, Hidden Knowledge: 
Translating Surgical Workflows Into Scalable Action. Perioperative 
settings involve high-stakes teamwork, yet surgical safety often 
relies on tacit knowledge and informal coordination. As an 
applied medical anthropologist embedded in surgical services, 
I partnered with hospital leadership, perioperative education, 
and human factors teams to translate ethnographic insights into 
system-level improvements. Drawing on research with scrub 
technicians, circulating nurses, and surgical count practices, this 
talk outlines a stepwise approach for scaling qualitative findings: 
documenting everyday work, co-interpreting insights with staff, 
translating patterns for leadership planning, and piloting iterative 
changes. The result is a practical, reproducible framework for 
applying ethnography to decision-making in complex clinical 
systems. (W-42)

___________________________

BRUSI, Rima (NAU) Of Access And Exclusion: A Place-Based 
Model For Applied Anthropology In Higher Education. Drawing 
on research and action in Puerto Rico, California, Florida, and 
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Arizona, this presentation proposes an adaptable place-based 
model for increasing access in public higher education. At the 
University of Puerto Rico, students from nearby public housing 
were systematically excluded despite geographic proximity and 
relative affordability. Participatory and mixed methods research 
revealed three dimensions of place shaping access: institutional 
stewardship, geographic barriers, and K-16 campus landscape 
navigation. Applying this framework at institutions in California, 
Florida, and Arizona illuminates common patterns, leverage 
points, and implications for leadership, applied anthropological 
research, and policy and practice in public colleges and 
universities. rima.brusi@nau.edu (W-102)

___________________________

BURSTEIN, Ellen (U Oxford) Incommunicability And Responsibility: 
The NHS And Migrant Communities. This paper is based on 
ethnographic fieldwork exploring the relationship between 
migrant community organizations in Oxford, U.K. and the British 
National Health Service (NHS). It considers the role of organized 
and informal migrant communities in facilitating access to NHS 
services, exploring what their actions reveals about flows of 
information between NHS providers and migrant communities, 
as well as migrant’s responsibility for their own healthcare within 
the U.K. I argue that community organizations work to surmount 
language, access, and/or educational barriers that otherwise 
would render certain racialized migrant communities outside of 
entities communicated with by the NHS. ellenburstein@gmail.
com (Prerecorded)

___________________________

CALL, Tristan (Southern Crossroads) Captive Labor And The State 
In 21st Century U.S. Agriculture. In agriculture, farmworkers’ 
problems are often understood as “exclusion” from New Deal 
labor protections, employers’ ability to avoid “regulation,” and 
society’s “abandonment” of farmworkers. But, using ethnographic 
examples from Tennessee farms, I argue that employers degrade 
farmwork and hyper-exploit farmworkers not just because of 
government “inaction,” but also by capturing state regulatory 
power while exercising “private” governing power themselves. 
I explore how the Southern plantation system has adapted 
and institutionalized several modern and interrelated forms of 
captive labor, which allow employers to periodically reshuffle 
their workforce, using prison work-release programs, the threat 
of immigrant incarceration, and single-employer “guestworker” 
programs. tristancall@gmail.com (W-44)

___________________________

CAMPBELL, Brian (Berry Coll) Applied Anthropology In Academic 
Community Engagement And Community Reconciliation. A 
White woman returning to her childhood farm in north Georgia 
discovered family slave records and enlisted me to assist with 
reconciliatory interviews with her Black neighbors. Related 
academic community engagement provided a support system 
and platform that allowed her to speak honestly about her 
shame and concerns, while Black neighbors and community 
members educated a wider public about their historical trauma 

and contemporary experiences of discrimination. This project 
showcases the role of applied anthropology in academic 
community engagement and how participatory, community-
engaged filmmaking can fuel synergistic collaborations around 
environmental and social injustices that establish common 
ground and paths toward reconciliation. bcampbell@berry.edu 
(F-97)

___________________________

CAMPUZANO DE LA LUZ, Rocio (Westminster U) Experiences Of 
Gentrification, Food Insecurity, And Limited Resources Within The 
West Side Of Salt Lake County. Gentrification is a worldwide issue 
that affects small rural areas to large cities. This study explores 
how the ongoing gentrification of the West Side of Salt Lake 
County impacts food insecurity for residents of the West Side. 
For this project, I conducted semi-structured interviews with 
both residents of the West Side and organizations that assist 
with either food or housing aid. I theorize that organizations are 
limited in what services they can provide and can only address 
very few issues. Additionally, food insecurity and gentrification 
remove freedom of choices, making it difficult to navigate and 
find economic and social stability. rec11241@westminsteru.edu 
(F-67)

___________________________

CANNON, Terry (IDS UK) Can Effective Disaster Reduction Be 
Achieved By Organizations Whose Culture Is Immune To Dealing 
With Causation And Culture? This presentation analyses major 
organizations that claim to be responsible for “achieving” 
disaster risk reduction, which continue to ignore that they are 
unable to deal with the root causes of vulnerability. It involves 
understanding cultural and behavioral causes of the lack of 
learning and the perpetuation of “same old, same old” rooted in 
(1) systems of power within which the organizations are placed; 
(2) incentives to seek funding from the sources that hold power 
in global and national systems that create risk; and (3) the need 
of the organizations to perpetuate their own positionality by 
ignoring people’s cultural and material attitudes to risk. (W-05)

___________________________

CAROTHERS, Courtney, BLACK, Jessica, HART, Lilian, IBARRA, 
Sonia, and WESTLEY, Peter (UAF) Advancing Indigenous Inclusion 
In Fisheries Education, Research, and Governance In Alaska. 
Alaska is home to 229 federally recognized Tribes; Indigenous 
Peoples have stewarded fisheries in Alaska for tens of thousands 
of years, yet Tribes and Indigenous Peoples are still fighting for 
basic inclusion in fisheries education, research, and governance 
systems. This paper will explore the Tamamta (All of Us) Program 
with particular attention to our learning in the program across 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous students and faculty as we 
grapple with how to have difficult dialogues on advancing equity 
across our varied positionality and experiences. We uplift a 
need to embrace ontological and epistemological pluralism in 
our teaching, research, and governance systems. clcarothers@
alaska.edu (W-01)

___________________________
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CARRILLO CARRASQUILLO, Maria Heysha (NCSU) Navigating 
Colonial Borderlands: A Collaborative Autoethnography Of 
Puerto Rican Teachers In Rural North Carolina. This collaborative 
autoethnographic study examines how Puerto Rican teachers 
navigate migration and cultural adaptation in rural North 
Carolina. Drawing on decolonial frameworks—Quijano’s 
coloniality of power, Anzaldúa’s border thinking, and Freire’s 
cultural action—the research analyzes personal archives (2014-
2017) and dialogic pláticas with two educators. Findings reveal 
how colonial structures (racial classification, racialized labor 
division, Eurocentrism) persist in educational contexts while 
teachers develop “mestiza consciousness” and engage in 
epistemic disobedience. This study centers on invisibilized voices, 
demonstrating how Puerto Rican teachers generate embodied 
knowledge (conocimiento) from borderland experiences, offering 
insights into colonial constraints and transformative possibilities 
in rural education. mcarril2@ncsu.edu (W-92)

___________________________

CARRILLO, Erika, NELSON, Joshua, FANG, Chiao-Ju, SHARIFI, 
Mojtaba, and YEE, Raymond (SJSU) An Interdisciplinary 
Collaboration To Conceptualize And Design A Smart Robotic 
Walker For People With Dementia. Our interdisciplinary team 
of anthropologists, designers, mechanical engineers, and 
occupational therapists utilizes human-robotic interaction to 
address real-world challenges rooted in the lived experiences of 
people with dementia and their caregivers. Utilizing a human- 
centered research approach, researchers from anthropology 
and experience design employed qualitative methods to capture 
the mobility needs at a local facility. We conducted interviews, 
generalized observations, and cognitive mapping to identify 
mobility needs and challenges of clients with dementia and care 
staff. Research findings informed the design and engineering 
concepts for a smart walker that will undergo pilot testing and 
evaluation of maneuverability and situational performance. 
erika.carrillo@sjsu.edu (W-134)

___________________________

CARRINGTON, Jara (UNT) Queering Gay History: Re-Thinking 
Archives, Representation, And Belonging. Since the early 1990s, 
scholars, historians, and activists have made significant efforts to 
document the lives and histories of LGBTQ communities in the 
United States. Yet, the collective “archive” of LGBTQ history in 
the United States privileges the representation of some bodies, 
experiences, and histories more than others. This paper focuses 
on an oral history project that seeks to document and make 
publicly available diverse LGBTQ histories in Texas. Working 
with NGOs, community groups, and individuals, this project 
contributes to emergent archives that help to broaden and 
contextualize our understanding of LGBTQ lives, histories, and 
politics in the United States. (F-01)

___________________________

CARVAJAL, Natalia (MSU Denver) “The Actors Are Still Alive”: 
An Analysis Of Interview Narratives About The Memorialization 
Of A Difficult Past In Peru. This research analyzes 30 Peruvian 

interviewees’ responses to the question, “Why is it so difficult 
to create a museum about the political violence in Peru?” The 
interviews were conducted in 2013 as part of an ethnographic 
project on the process of creating a national museum in Lima 
that memorializes the internal armed conflict of the 1980s 
and 1990s. The study used a text analysis approach to identify 
themes, word repetitions, and metaphors. A key finding 
relates to the prominence of an “actors still alive” theme, with 
interviewees drawing attention to the consequences of war-era 
actors’ involvement in memorialization efforts. (F-97)

___________________________

CASAGRANDE, David (Lehigh U) and LAMPMAN, Aaron 
(Washington Coll) Sinking Together, Thinking Apart: Cultural 
Models And Communication Of Rising Sea Level On Maryland’s 
Eastern Shore. Sea level on the Eastern Shore of Maryland is 
rising rapidly because of land subsidence and global sea level 
rise, but communication about the problem has failed to produce 
solutions. We compared cultural models of rising sea level 
derived from 15 semi-structured interviews of policy makers, 38 
interviews of residents, and seven interviews of business owners. 
Discourse analysis revealed that the three groups share a cultural 
model of rising sea level but use it differently to reason, filter 
information, and draw conclusions based on group identity and 
values. We identified shared elements of the model that could be 
used to enhance communication. dac511@lehigh.edu (TH-102)

___________________________

CASTAÑEDA, Angela (DePauw U & Indiana Black Doula Proj), 
BURTS, Nicole, HALL, Courtney, and JAKE, Cieara (Indiana Black 
Doula Proj), JOHNSON SEARCY, Julie (Butler U & Indiana Black 
Doula Proj), MWAAFRIKA, Abena and WILLIAMS, Nicole (Indiana 
Black Doula Proj) Writing The Postpartum Experience: Black 
Doulas Balancing Strength And Vulnerability. The space after birth 
is a liminal space where families navigate significant physical, 
emotional, and social changes. Postpartum doulas accompany 
newly birthed mothers through this transitional space, celebrating 
motherhood and embracing all of its messiness. Through oral 
histories and a postpartum-focused writing circle, this project 
documents Black doulas’ essential work during the vulnerable 
postpartum period—revealing how they provide holistic care, 
“mother the mother,” and transform systemic trauma into healing 
for families navigating the fourth trimester and beyond. Using 
feminist collaborative methods and collective authorship, the 
research challenges traditional academic hierarchies by positioning 
doulas as co-creators of knowledge about postpartum support. 
acastaneda@depauw.edu (S-14)

___________________________

CASTAÑEDA, Heide (USF) Do I Really Need To Check That Box?: 
Ethnoracial Ambiguity And Rejection Of The MENA Category 
Among Indigenous North Africans In The U.S. As the next Census 
approaches, attention is required to ensure inclusion of groups 
who are frequently illegible in the U.S. context and must negotiate 
ethnoracial hierarchies and racialization processes. This paper 
explores Amazigh immigrants’ rejection of the newly-included 
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“Middle Eastern or North African” (MENA) category, which will 
appear on the next Census to address misrepresentation and 
secure more accurate classification. While there is a range of 
ambivalent and critical perspectives on the MENA label, many 
argue that it erases their Indigenous identity and reinforces 
Arab-centric narratives. Their resistance highlights deeper 
tensions around representation, recognition, and the politics of 
classification. hcastaneda@usf.edu (F-07)

___________________________

CASTAÑEDA, Melissa (UTEP) Community Experiences Of Recycling 
Plant Fires In El Paso. Fires at recycling and waste facilities in the 
U.S.-Mexico border region are becoming more common due to 
challenges in global waste management, climate change, and 
inadequate regulation. This presentation is based on research that 
explores community perceptions and responses to recycling plant 
fires in El Paso, Texas, through interviews with key stakeholders. 
The research focuses on the border dynamics that shape waste 
flows and the community’s concerns about the perceived health 
risks from toxic exposures. The findings contribute to a growing 
body of anthropological work that frames waste as an issue 
of environmental injustice and a factor contributing to health 
inequity. mrcastaneda@miners.utep.edu (W-94)

___________________________

CASTELLANOS, Bianet (UMN) Culturally Adequate?: Affordable 
Housing And Indigenous Design In Mexico. Building on Michael 
Kearney’s call to situate Indigenous migration within a global 
context, I examine Indigenous migrants’ access to affordable 
housing in Mexico. According to the UN-Habitat, a key 
characteristic of affordable housing is that it must be culturally 
adequate. What might culturally adequate housing look like in 
Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula? Government housing programs 
equate this housing with tract housing based on Western 
architecture and ideals of homeownership and leisure. By 
focusing on Indigenous design, I provide alternative frameworks 
of what culturally adequate housing might look like for Maya 
migrants. mbc@umn.edu (TH-99)

___________________________

CASTRO, Daniel (Independent) and OTAÑEZ, Marty (CU Denver) 
Shared Authority In Academic Knowledge Production: Co-
Authorship With Organic Intellectuals Who Sit With Master 
Plants. Are you willing to share power in the process of producing 
paper/publications? What stories can you share about writing 
papers/manuscripts with organic intellectuals (e.g., community 
collaborators)? Applying Gramsci’s organic intellectual concept 
to community partners engaged in a writing project, we discuss 
shared authority and innovative ways to co-author applied 
anthropological work. Examples of unlearning colonial mindsets 
and deepening human connections to land, spirit, and ancestral 
heritage will be drawn from research on the use of Master 
Plants (e.g., “psychedelics”) in Colorado from the standpoint of 
individuals (e.g., Daniel [they/them] who have permission from 
elders to speak about Master Plants. (S-02)

___________________________

CERINSEK, Gregor (Inst for Innovation & Dev, U Ljubljana & 
Halmstad U) and FORS, Vaike (Halmstad U) Ethnographic 
Pathways To Deep Scaling: Applying Anthropology In Living Lab 
Orchestration And Assessment. This paper explores how applied 
anthropology can enhance the orchestration and assessment of 
social impacts in Living Labs. Drawing on design ethnography 
and process-oriented assessment developed within the Horizon 
Europe GREEN-LOG project, it illustrates how iterative and 
participatory practices help move beyond “lab-washing” toward 
authentic transformation. By embedding ethnographic inquiry 
and everyday engagements into evaluation, the approach 
enables continuous sense-making among diverse living lab 
actors, fostering “deep scaling”—the embedding of change in 
values, relationships, and routines. The paper demonstrates how 
anthropology provides critical tools for navigating complexity 
and ensuring that Living Labs become genuine spaces of social 
learning and transformation. gregor.cerinsek@iri.uni-lj.si (W-12)

___________________________

CHAIKEN, Miriam (NMSU) Remembering Victor. I was privileged 
to know Victor Garcia from our early days as graduate students, 
through many years as colleagues and members of the same 
department at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, and as 
across the street neighbors. Victor was a visionary scholar who 
translated his lived experiences as a Chicano from an immigrant 
family in the central valley of California to a career examining the 
human impacts of transnational migration in both sending and 
receiving communities. I will discuss Victor’s legacy and the ways 
in which he touched our lives as both a friend and a dedicated 
scholar. (W-02)

___________________________

CHAKRABARTI, Choeeta (FSU) The Embodiment of Caste: Stigma, 
Loneliness, and the Logic of Drinking. This paper examines the 
influence of caste-based stigma and social exclusion on loneliness 
and alcohol use among manual scavengers in Dharavi. Drawing on 
ethnographic fieldwork and mixed methods data, I trace potential 
causal pathways linking embodied exclusion, emotional distress, 
and self-medication. Strong correlations between loneliness and 
drinking suggest a possible causal relationship mediated by social 
exclusion and cultural consonance. Through life histories, illness 
narratives, and participant observation, the paper examines 
how individuals navigate suffering and agency within rigid caste 
hierarchies and occupational stigma. It demonstrates how 
ethnography can rigorously engage causal questions and inform 
health interventions. cchakrabarti@fsu.edu (F-42)

___________________________

CHEN, Pin-Wen (TAMU) Bridging The Depths: Underwater 
Archaeology, Museums, And Sustainable Tourism In Practice. This 
paper examines the intersection between underwater cultural 
heritage management and dark tourism. Through literature 
review and case study comparison of shipwreck exhibitions in 
maritime museums, underwater archaeological parks, and public 
outreach events, this study explores how museums function as 
ethical mediators in addressing visitor awareness of inherent 



14

Paper Abstracts

tragedies and memory in underwater sites. The paper concludes 
by proposing frameworks for responsible maritime dark tourism. 
pinwend@gmail.com (F-92)

___________________________

CHEN, Yi-Tsun (TAIWAN Inc) and WANG, Chiangsen (Taiwan’s 
Artificial Intelligence Workforce & Network) From Career 
Resilience To Disaster Resilience: Everyday Practices Of Care In 
Taiwan’s Liminal Contexts And Chips Industry. How does resilience 
emerge when personal crisis intersects with psychedelic therapy, and 
ongoing natural and human-made disasters amid information overload? 
Drawing on visual anthropology and auto-ethnography, this paper 
examines a college student’s homeschooled experience since the 
COVID-19 pandemic, framing resilience as both a relational practice 
and an individual capacity. We connect Wang’s recovery from a 2025 
traffic accident with collective survival learned through post-disaster 
engagement with Indigenous communities in Hualien. In Taiwan’s 
liminal geopolitical context, everyday care practices function as survival 
infrastructure and ethics of care, revealing resilience as adaptive 
reorganisation enacted across scales of daily life. f.taiwanintheworld@
gmail.com (TH-44)

___________________________

CHERU, Suma (Teachers Coll Columbia U) “Conocí Mis Derechos 
En El Albergue…Pa’que Mi Comunidad Los Conozca También”: 
Unaccompanied Im/Migrant Youths’ Politicized Funds Of 
Knowledge As Emergent Strategies For Liberatory World-
Building. This paper explores how unaccompanied im/migrant 
youth residing in U.S. federal detention centers cultivate and 
harness emergent strategies (Brown, 2017; Ritchie, 2023) to 
learn and meaningfully engage with looming uncertainties of 
their legal precarity—inside and beyond the confines of im/
migration detention. Drawing on ongoing ethnographic fieldwork 
with formerly detained young border-crossers (formally defined 
as unaccompanied minors entering the United States without 
legal permission) in Fresno, CA, I illustrate how these youth 
build “politicized funds of knowledge” (Gallo & Link, 2015) and 
sustain emergent strategies for legal protection against the 
governmental apparatus that pathologizes their rightful position 
as asylum-seekers. ssc2208@tc.columbia.edu (F-91)

___________________________

CHOLOT, Phara (NMHU) Dancing Under Watchful Eyes: Censoring 
Ancestral Veneration. This presentation examines Caribbean 
Carnival in London, Toronto, and New York as a diasporic space 
where ancestral veneration and cultural expression are performed 
under scrutiny from both state and institutional authorities. 
Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork, including participant 
observation, interviews, and community engagement, this study 
explores how Carnival negotiates censorship, commercialization, 
and heritage recognition, particularly in contexts where global 
frameworks like UNESCO remain inaccessible or unresponsive. 
Findings reveal that diasporic Carnival functions as a site of 
resilience and cultural resistance, where communities assert 
agency over ancestral practices while navigating bureaucratic and 
social pressures. By highlighting the tension between institutional 
oversight and lived cultural practice, this research offers applied 

insights into how marginalized communities maintain, adapt, and 
transmit intangible heritage in transnational contexts. pcholot@
live.nmhu.edu (W-62)

___________________________

CHRISTIE, Jessica (ECU) and NELSON, Sharon (Navajo Tech U) 
Landscapes Of Extraction And Consumption In Monument Valley, 
Navajo Reservation. Our project has the objective to bring back 
to public attention the ongoing health and economic impacts on 
Navajo people caused by unresolved uranium contamination. 
Christie has consulted with families living in Monument Valley, 
Nelson is the mediator with the Oljato chapter, and Johnson 
teaches and researches solutions through bioremediation on the 
reservation. We are in the process of asking permission from the 
Oljato chapter to publish our article manuscript, but meetings 
have been delayed and cancelled. In the SfAA paper, we can 
share our objectives, impact, and challenges but must protect 
the privacy of Dine individuals. christiej@ecu.edu (S-15)

___________________________

CHROSTOWSKY, MaryBeth (GGC) Kinship Practice During 
Protracted Asylum: A Disrupted Resource For Dinka Forced 
Migrants In Uganda. This paper explores the processual nature 
of kinship by examining how economic and cultural shifts during 
displacement have altered long-standing kinship practices among 
Dinka forced migrants in Uganda. These shifts in kinship practices 
have impacted historical sources of male power by weakening 
male communal fertility and disrupting male kin relationships. The 
effects are most visible in alterations to customary bridewealth, 
including increased elopement, bridewealth on promise, and 
the increased acceptance of cash in lieu of cattle. These changes 
weaken male lineage bonds and influence the renegotiation of 
traditional kinship rights and responsibilities among the Dinka. 
mchrostowsky@ggc.edu (F-91)

___________________________

CICOLETTI, David (NMHU) The Fires Garden: Sourberries And 
Renewal Of The Land. North Fork Mono tribal members, in 
the foothills of central California, have been partnering with 
government agencies and universities to reclaim the practice 
of “cultural burning.” This craft of skillfully placing fire upon the 
landscape has, for centuries, ensured the healthy cultivation and 
“return” of both plants valued for their medicinal properties, 
basketry, dyes, and foods, as well as places valued for their leisure 
and ceremonial purposes. This paper will specifically investigate 
the effects of cultural burning on the sourberry plant (Rhus 
Trilobata) and will consider the unique cultural value placed upon 
sourberry in terms of economy and identity of the North Fork 
Mono. dcicoletti@gmail.com (W-62)

___________________________

CLABOUGH, Dean (MSU Springfield) “Walking Between Worlds: 
The Occult Traditions Of The Kichwa, In The Ecuadorian-Amazon” 
~ ‘Yachak’ Shamanic Traditions In The Ecuadorian-Amazon 
Through The Lens Of Michael Harner’s “Core-Shamanism” 
Concept. This report will review ethnographic interviews 



15

Paper Abstracts

discussing Yachak shamanic traditions conducted during the 
author’s fieldwork in Kichwa communities from the Ecuadorian 
Amazon in 2025. These traditions will be examined within the 
epistemological framework of American anthropologist, Michael 
Harner’s, concept of “core-shamanism,” which posits that 
shamanic practices worldwide share universal principles. Using 
this framework illustrates what parts of the Yachak tradition 
are either upheld and reflected through the concept, and/or 
what parts of the tradition(s) are oversimplified or inherently 
reduced by Harner’s principal theory. The analysis will provide 
a review, critique, and constructive discourse of Harner’s “Core-
Shamanism” concept. dbc65s@login.missouristate.edu (F-99)

___________________________

CLAY, Patricia and BISACK, K. (NOAA Fisheries), CARR-HARRIS, 
A. and CORVI, D. (ECS Federal), RICHARDS, P.M. (NOAA 
Fisheries), WENG, C. (ECS Federal), COLBURN, L.L. (NOAA 
Fisheries), QUIGLEY, K. (NOAA OCM), MCMAKEN, C. (Nova SE 
U), AGAR, J. (NOAA Fisheries) Socio-Economic Factors And Their 
Relationships With Loggerhead Sea Turtle Nesting Counts In 
Florida, USA. Loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta) nesting sites 
in the U.S. face multiple anthropogenic threats. Using an ArcGIS 
relational database, we apply negative binomial regressions to 
examine relationships between loggerhead nest counts and 
environmental, social, and economic factors across 121 beaches 
on the east coast of Florida. Nesting beaches with higher levels 
of light pollution, vulnerability to housing characteristics and sea 
level rise risk, and proximity to boat ramps and marinas were 
associated with lower nest counts. Meanwhile, beaches with 
shore-side recreational fishing activities were associated with 
higher nest counts. Groundtruthing is required to clarify the 
mechanisms behind these associations. Patricia.M.Clay@noaa.
gov (Prerecorded)

___________________________

CLEMENTS, Ashley (ECU) Ethnographic Research And Adventure 
In The Andean Highlands. Studying abroad in Peru taught 
me ethnographic research methods in the field. I traveled 
to the Highlands to help conduct research on stress and the 
environment. As part of the program, I took a bus to Huaraz, 
where we spent the first few days adjusting to the elevation. 
We learned research methods and visited local communities to 
begin our research. We explored Andean highland culture by 
visiting archaeological sites, artisan villages, and joining a family 
for a pachamanca. The study abroad program was designed to 
teach ethnographic methods that can be useful to study the 
culture of the Andean highlands. clementsa24@students.ecu.
edu (W-11)

___________________________

COATES, Ava (UMD) Do Olive Trees Make Good Tour Guides?: 
Experiencing The Past In The Ancient Greek City Of Selinunte. 
Phenomenology in archaeology is concerned with the 
sensory dimensions of past human lives. In this article, I 
apply phenomenological and landscape-centered strategies 

in archaeology to the practice of tourism, particularly at 
the site of Selinunte. I propose that by centering a tourist’s 
sensory experience of the land and by highlighting the historic 
value of natural features of a site, facilitators may improve 
public understanding and forge a path toward environmental 
preservation within their site. I argue for incorporating a tourism 
model where the shorelines and olive trees are understood to be 
domains rich with an enduring record of past human experience. 
aacoates@umd.edu (TH-09)

___________________________

COGBURN, Megan, GJOKA, Klea, CHACKO, Lisa, and GLASS, 
Kathleen (UFL) Qualitative Exploration Of Women’s Healthcare 
Experiences And Access To Care Throughout The Menopausal 
Transition In Gainesville, FL. Menopause is a significant biosocial 
transition in a woman’s life yet remains understudied and 
undertreated. While past research has highlighted knowledge 
and educational barriers, there is a need for more qualitative 
research focused on women’s experiences as they navigate 
both the menopausal transition and the healthcare system. We 
present preliminary findings of a collaborative qualitative study 
exploring women’s menopause and access to care experiences in 
Gainesville, FL. Based on focus group discussions and interviews, 
we argue that existing inequalities force women to become 
master manipulators just to be heard by their doctors and have 
their menopausal symptoms taken seriously. megandcogburn@
ufl.edu (W-128)

___________________________

COLE, Loryn (UNT) “It’s Inevitable”: High School Student And 
Teacher Perspectives About The Future Of AI In Education. 
Since the release of ChatGPT in 2022, the use of generative 
AI in education has changed rapidly. To define how AI-based 
educational tools should be developed, this project uses design 
anthropological methods to examine high school students’ and 
teachers’ perceptions of generative AI in education, the positive 
and negative impacts they feel AI might have on education, 
and how the prevalence of AI is shaping students’ learning and 
career goals. The analysis highlights how dominant narratives 
about AI shape students’ and teachers’ beliefs, the moralization 
of AI use, and the potential for AI to undermine student-teacher 
relationships. lorynthompson@my.unt.edu (W-103)

___________________________

COLEMAN, Carlos (American U) Nonparticipation In Food 
Access Investments Among “Food Desert” Inhabitants. Research 
analysts studying the food economy within D.C.’s East of the 
Anacostia River (EoTR) communities provide useful insights into 
the area’s food market. Yet, they often struggle to avoid reducing 
food nutrition problems to the presence (or absence) of grocery 
stores and explain the sociocultural mechanisms underlying 
resident dietary practices. Consequently, developers and officials 
hoping to transform the EoTR food economy may be misguided 
by researchers employed to evaluate and improve their 
investments. This paper reflexively appropriates local descriptions 
and anthropological theory to explain nonparticipation in food 
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access investments among residents of so-called food desert 
communities. carlos.coleman@oxonrun.com (F-44)

___________________________

COLLINS, Logan and SWEENEY TOOKES, Jennifer (GA Southern 
U) Shrimp, Shifts, And Substance Use: Navigating Drug Impacts 
On Coastal Georgia’s Shrimping Industry. Living with the 
impacts of substance use has become an everyday reality for 
Georgia’s shrimpers. These lived realities should be understood 
within the cultural context and economic status of Georgia’s 
shrimping communities. Using oral histories and semi-
structured interviews, this paper explores how hardships that 
come from the stresses of labor, a dwindling crew labor force, 
and the economic downturn of the industry are worsened when 
experienced alongside substance misuse. This paper highlights 
the voices of shrimpers, dock workers, and family members, 
providing insights into the reasons for drug use in the industry 
and its effects on professional and personal lives. mc34799@
georgiasouthern.edu (TH-97)

___________________________

COMPTON-GORE, Kate and VALENTINSSON, Signe (Museum 
of N AZ) How The Updated NAGPRA Regulations Incited New 
Conversations About Natural History Collections. Historically, 
natural history collections, including biological, paleontological, 
and geological, have largely been overlooked or excluded 
from NAGPRA compliance for a variety of reasons, including 
misunderstandings of the definition of a cultural item under 
NAGPRA. This paper examines the shifting conversations around 
natural history collections and cultural items since the updated 
NAGPRA regulations. Only through consultation and sharing 
information can museums identify cultural items that would 
otherwise never be known. This shift in understanding informs 
collections care, reduces silos among the museum departments, 
and, most importantly, increases communication with Tribal 
partners, ensuring all cultural items are repatriated. kcompton-
gore@musnaz.org (W-99)

___________________________

CONNON, Irena Leisbet Ceridwen (U Stirling) Disaster Denial 
And Disasters “Out Of Place”: Discourses Of Disinformation Or 
Disruption For Transformation? This paper critically explores 
discourses of disaster denial in “post-COVID” Scotland through 
an anthropological lens. Combining deep cultural and disability 
perspectives with ethnographic evidence from recent wildfires, 
“unseasonal” flooding and windstorms to examine emerging 
discourses of “disasters out of place” alongside those of “denial,” 
I argue that these should not merely be regarded as simple, 
universal reflections of “the spread of disinformation,” but 
instead as reflective of multiple struggles for resistance, recovery, 
and control. Moreover, such interpretations can prove helpful 
for disrupting long-standing concepts underpinning dominant 
approaches to Disaster Risk Reduction, indicating their potential 
for shaping pathways towards transformation. irena.connon@
stir.ac.uk (W-65)

___________________________

CORBETT, Josie (U Wyoming) Observations From The Branding 
Pen: Women Ranchers And The Relational Practice Of Care. 
Drawing from participant observation at a branding in a small 
ranching community in southern Wyoming, this paper examines 
how women’s labor reveals ranching as a relational practice 
of care. Brandings—culturally significant events where calves 
are gathered, roped, and marked to indicate ownership—offer 
a lens to observe this care work. In the branding pen, women 
simultaneously organized crews, vaccinated and branded calves, 
and cared for family and neighbors throughout the process. 
Their labor challenges conventional narratives of ranching as 
strictly masculine or profit-driven, highlighting the complex ways 
care work shapes family ranching operations and production 
practices, prompting a reconsideration of what ranching looks 
like. jcorbet5@uwyo.edu (W-14)

___________________________

CORONA, Caprice (Teachers Coll Columbia U) Parenting in 
the Face of Precarity: The Tactics of Care Networking Among 
American Opera Singer-Parents. Opera in America enjoys 
high sociocultural value despite the economic fragility of its 
philanthropically funded, physically demanding, contract-based 
work for singers. So, when professional opera singers choose 
to have children, they confront an unpredictable parenting and 
childcare landscape—a “precarious livelihood” (Tsing, 2015) 
without the proximity of extended family or the security of 
financial stability. Drawing from my experiences as a performer 
and researcher, this paper presents preliminary ethnographic 
fieldwork on affective networks of care developed between 
American opera singer-parents who creatively navigate their 
dual roles as performer and parent in the face of the precarity 
inherent in both. cc4883@tc.columbia.edu (W-74)

___________________________

CORREA, Tatiana (ECU) Ethnographic Observations: Reflections 
On Lima And The Andean Highlands. This project offers an 
ethnographic exploration of the cultural differences and 
similarities between Lima and Andean Highland Communities. 
As an anthropology student, I was drawn to Lima’s diverse 
population, urban environmental characteristics, and a political 
position within Peruvian society. I was able to identify similarities 
and differences between the urban and rural cultures of Peru. 
Using ethnographic research methods, I explored Andean 
Highland communities, focusing on Huaraz and the surrounding 
hamlets. My personal observations will reflect on the strength 
of the highland communities and how their cultural traditions 
adapt in the face of change. Correat23@students.ecu.edu (W-11)

___________________________

COSBY, Christopher (OR State U) Neurodiversity And Ethnographic 
Practice: Lessons From Research With Late-Diagnosed Autistic 
Adults. Anthropology has largely overlooked neurodiversity as both 
a form of human variation worth understanding and as relevant to 
how we practice ethnographic methods. Drawing on ethnographic 
research conducted in 2025 with late-diagnosed autistic adults 
in the United States and recursive autoethnography as an autistic 
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ethnographer, this presentation offers insights for all anthropologists: 
how to support neurodivergent scholars in the discipline and how to 
build trust with research participants who have experienced lifelong 
invalidation of their perspectives, ways of knowing, and modes of 
communication. Understanding neurodiversity transforms not only 
who we study but how we practice anthropology itself. christopher.
cosby@oregonstate.edu (TH-38)

___________________________

COSHEY, Shanya (IPO) Maternal And Infant Health: Food 
Insecurity And Malnutrition In Westmoreland County. Nutrition 
plays a vital role in maternal and infant health. The lack of proper 
nutrition negatively impacts the health of both mother and 
infant, from links to depression in mothers to adverse effects 
on fetal development. This research project aims to examine 
malnutrition and food insecurity for mothers and infants in 
Westmoreland County, with consideration for resources such as 
food banks, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
benefits, and Women, Infants, and Children (WIC). mkldc@iup.
edu (W-63)

___________________________

COTTHOFF, Samuel (Centre Coll) Balancing Lettered Identities: 
The Lived Queer+ Experience In Greek Life At Centre College. 
This paper reveals how queer-identifying students at Centre 
College navigate and transform the heteronormative institution 
of Greek Life. Drawing on 11 semi-structured interviews with 
queer-affiliated students, I explore how conformity, visibility, and 
leadership intersect to create possibilities for positive experiences, 
growth, and inclusion within a historically exclusive system. This 
research reveals how institutional culture, overlapping identities, 
and chapter-level dynamics shape an inclusive form of Greek Life. 
This study contributes to broader discussions on reforming Greek 
Life by illustrating how small-college contexts challenge national 
norms and support structural change for inclusivity. This project 
was funded by the James Graham Brown Foundation. samuel.
cotthoff@centre.edu (W-102)

___________________________

CRANE, Hillary (Linfield Coll) Diseased, Disregarded, Or Difficult: 
Shifting Narratives Of Celiac Disease. For celiacs, gluten triggers 
a serious reaction and lasting health consequences. Eating 
outside the home challenges a celiac’s social life—even sense 
of self. Social media mocks the gf diet, and popular literature 
pathologizes it as orthorexia. Celiacs describe their community—
even medical personnel—disregarding their concerns and 
labeling them as “difficult.” Resisting this framing and constructing 
counternarratives to the wider discourse around the diet, they 
both change the social order (Basso, 1996; Bhabha, 1990) and 
create new selves (Bruner, 2002; Ochs & Capps 2001; Falconi & 
Graber, 2019), constructing not only healing narratives but also 
“counter stories.” hcrane@linfield.edu (W-128)

___________________________

CROCKER, Rebecca and INZUNZA, Dina (U Arizona) Street 
Medicine: Leveraging Self-Collection For Cervical Cancer 

Screening To Address Inequities Among Unhoused Populations In 
Southern Arizona. In Arizona, cervical cancer rates are higher than 
the national average, and multiple barriers to screening exist, 
especially among uninsured and immigrant populations. This pilot 
intervention aims to increase access to emerging technologies 
for non-invasive self-sampling for HPV screening among 
houseless individuals. The study utilizes a mobile health unit to 
offer free self-swabbing materials in partnership with a federally 
qualified health center’s street medicine team. Participants 
receive instructional materials, perform self-collection, and then 
complete follow-up surveys and interviews to gather feedback 
on the screening experience and study materials. Data will 
inform future interventions to reduce preventable deaths among 
houseless individuals. rcrocker@arizona.edu (TH-101)

___________________________

CRUZ-TORRES, Maria and ZAMORA, Genesis (ASU) Agua Y Vida: 
Latinx Communities And Water In Arizona. This presentation 
discusses the results from a research project that identified and 
assessed the knowledge and beliefs about water issues in Latinx 
communities in Arizona. Drawing from focus groups and oral 
interviews conducted in four communities within the Phoenix 
area, the project addressed the following issues: main challenges 
impacting the future of water in Arizona; how Latinxs acquire 
their knowledge about water; what sources of information the 
Latinx community relies on for learning about water issues; and 
what can be done to promote the long-term sustainability of 
water in Arizona. maria.Cruz-torres@asu.edu (W-04)

___________________________

DAHLBERG, Britt (CMSRU) and WILLIAMS, Kristina (Cooper U 
Hlth Care) Revising Medical Student Clerkships: A Collaboration 
Between Anthropologist And OBGYN Physician. As part of medical 
school, students rotate through several key fields of medicine, 
shadowing physicians and taking part in clinical teams. The 
clerkship in obstetrics and gynecology often receives lower ratings 
by students at schools throughout the United States. In this paper, 
we reflect on a collaboration between medical anthropologist and 
ob-gyn physician clerkship director, in which the anthropologist 
conducted interviews with students, did direct observation, and 
reported back to the program leadership. Leaders shared that this 
helped them develop empathy for the student experience, which, 
combined with their own observations, informed the changes 
they designed. We reflect on the challenges we encountered, 
and aspects of our process that best supported, drawing upon 
each collaborator’s methods and expertise to generate insights 
that could drive change. We share suggestions about some of 
the strengths anthropologists bring that were most useful to 
practitioners. dahlberg@rowan.edu (TH-45)

___________________________

DAUGHTERS, Anton (Truman State U) Borderlands Of Resistance: 
The Hopi Of Northern Arizona And The Islanders Of Chiloé In 
The Shadow Of Empire. This talk traces the parallel histories 
of the Hopi of northern Arizona and the Huilliche of southern 
Chile, two groups that framed the Spanish empire in the 1600s. 
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Drawing from primary historical documents and contemporary 
oral histories, I show how different historical trajectories can 
lead to similar outcomes—the preservation of a distinct ethnic 
identity. Both groups stand as examples of the strategic versatility 
deployed by people at the margins of empire and represent, to 
this day, a triumph of local forms of expression in the face of 
pressures to conform to the norms and structures of outside 
groups. adaughters@truman.edu (TH-127)

___________________________

DAVIS-KING, Shelly (Davis-King & Assoc) Climate Change And 
Other Effects To Indigenous Medicine. First peoples of all lands 
are (or have been) extremely knowledgeable about animals, 
plants, and fungi they ingest, rub, or breathe in for medicinal 
purposes. Medicine, from an Indigenous American perspective, 
is something honored, taken in for healing and wellbeing, to be 
used with respect and knowledge, with spiritual reverence and 
recognition of cultural continuity. Recent changes in climate 
have affected medicine pollinators, medicine habitats, cross-
species interaction, traditional access, species degradation, and 
eradication of species considered “pests” or “invasive.” Such 
change has affected the health and even survival of some Native 
American communities. shellydavisking@gmail.com (TH-61)

___________________________

DAVIS-SALAZAR, Karla (USF) Administration As Applied 
Anthropology (Or Why Anthropologists Make Good 
Administrators). Amid escalating attacks on higher education, 
criticisms of university leadership grow. Yet, increasingly, 
anthropologists serve in higher education administration. Drawing 
on semi-structured interviews conducted with anthropologist-
administrators from associate dean to presidential ranks at U.S. 
research universities, this paper explores how anthropology is 
applied in academic administration. More than a set of methods 
and skills, anthropological identities, worldviews, ethics, and 
values shape how anthropologist-administrators understand 
their roles, make administrative decisions, and solve problems. 
It is argued that anthropology applied in the context of university 
administration makes for good leadership. karladavis@usf.edu 
(TH-36)

___________________________

DAWSON, Charlotte, CUMMINS, Jewel J., and ROWE, Matthew J. 
(U Arizona), ANDERSON, Jane (NYU), CARROLL, Stephanie R. and 
JOHNSON, Michael Kotutwa (U Arizona) Unearthing Indigenous 
Seed Collections: The State Of Ethnobotanical Holdings In U.S. 
Museums And University Repositories. Indigenous communities 
are calling for archaeologists and museum professionals to 
critically assess stewardship of Indigenous agricultural seeds 
and ethnobotanical collections housed in museums. We present 
results of a survey of U.S. museums to determine the prevalence 
of Indigenous seeds held in collections and to evaluate practices 
surrounding cataloguing, care, and researcher and descendant 
community access. Results demonstrate that vast amounts of 
Indigenous seed stock are currently stored in museums and 
that inadequate stewardship risks further disenfranchisement 

of Indigenous people from their cultural heritage. We propose 
pathways to enhance protections of Indigenous seeds and plant 
materials throughout acquisition and curation processes. (F-122)

___________________________

DEGYANSKY, Meredith (UMass) Practicing And Imagining Land-
Based Pedagogies As Anthropological Possibility. Anthropology 
shows us that there are other ways to know, be, do, imagine, 
design, and practice life. During these crisis times, we need these 
pathways to other possible worlds and realities more than ever—
with or without the formal institutions that have historically 
housed us. For the past six years, I have been working on and with 
a worker-owned cooperative farm where I have led internships 
with college and high school students grounded in tending to 
and relating to the land, as well as discussions and the sharing of 
content around a decolonial, pluriversal political imaginary. This 
paper will highlight our past practices on the farm and imagine 
a land-based ecological pedagogy steeped in anthropological 
possibility as this particular settler-colonial worlding project 
crumbles around us. mdegyansky@umass.edu (W-71)

___________________________

DENGAH, Francois (FSU) and DRESSLER, William W. (UA) How 
“Família” Gets Under Your Skin: A Cognitive-Causal Model Of 
Culture And Embodied Health. This paper investigates how 
cultural models of the family (família) become embodied as 
health outcomes in Brazil. Drawing on ethnographic data, we 
construct a biocultural model of how adherence or consonance 
with the cultural model of a “good family” results in differential 
mental and physical health. Specifically, via associations and 
counter-factual thinking, this paper models the causal pathways 
linking low consonance with family schemas to elevated 
physiological stress, symptoms of depression, and high blood 
pressure. francois.dengah@fsu.edu (F-42)

___________________________

DENHOLM, Ursula (U Arizona) Envisioning Empathy: Negotiations 
Of Autonomy In Biomedical Settings And The Desire For 
Compassionate Healthcare Practices. Based in Tucson, Arizona, 
in the wake of abortion bans and attacks on gender-affirming 
care, young adults share their dissatisfaction and fear concerning 
medical models and laws that value profit and control over patient 
well-being and autonomy. Through semi-structured interviews 
conducted by the Collaborative Anthropology of Reproduction 
and the Environment Lab, this research aims to understand 
how young Tucsonans communicate a desire for empathy from 
politicians and medical professionals. How do young adults 
negotiate relationships with biomedical practitioners and 
policies to actualize their reproductive aspirations, contraceptive 
decisions, and understandings of self? (S-44)

___________________________

DERKAS, Erika and AVERY, Jacob (NMHU) Institutionalizing 
Social Justice During Turbulent Times: Lessons From A Regional 
Comprehensive University. In the wake of George Floyd’s murder, 
a nationwide reckoning with racial injustice reverberated across 
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public institutions (Ray, 2020; Museus, 2021). While racial 
violence and systemic inequality have long been part of the 
American landscape, something shifted during the summer of 
2020. Countrywide, public figures, corporations, and universities 
issued statements of solidarity, launched diversity initiatives, and 
began reassessing their own complicity in structural oppressive 
systems. Within this climate, sociology faculty at a Southwestern 
comprehensive university crafted a new social justice program. 
This discussion reflects on the genesis of our program, its 
reception, and the diverse public responses that followed. 
ederkas@nmhu.edu, jacobavery@nmhu.edu (W-62)

___________________________

DIAS, Fernanda (Teachers Coll Columbia U) Community, 
Embodied Learning, And The Pedagogy Of Presence In Afro-
Brazilian Cultural Practices In New York City. Based on ongoing 
ethnographic fieldwork with a samba-reggae drumline, a 
capoeira group, and an Afro-Brazilian dance class in New York 
City (2021–2025), this paper explores how Black Brazilian 
immigrants and diverse participants learn and build community 
through rhythm, movement, and presence. Using participant 
observation and interviews, I examine how everyday rehearsal 
spaces and gatherings become laboratories of belonging, 
resistance, and racial negotiation. These encounters reveal how 
participants navigate and reinterpret race politics across Brazilian 
and U.S. contexts. Through what I call a pedagogy of presence, 
participants teach and learn by doing, listening, and moving 
together. fvd2105@tc.columbia.edu (F-07)

___________________________

DIKE, M. Ruth, THAPA, Sneha, and HENRY, Melissa (U Louisville) 
Community Resilience And Integration: Community-Based Research 
With Kentucky Refugee Ministries. Our study uses qualitative research 
methods to analyze the impact of the second Trump presidency’s 
policies and anti-immigration rhetoric on a large local non-profit 
serving refugees and asylum-seeking populations in Louisville, 
KY. We use ethnographic research methods, including participant 
observation at the organization’s Skilled Neighboring programming, 
English Language Learning classes, and Family Center, as well as 10-
20 semi-structured interviews with staff. This study is conducted in 
partnership with the organization, and the transdisciplinary research 
team includes two anthropologists and one Counseling professor. 
The research will yield actionable recommendations for community 
organizations and policymakers seeking to strengthen support 
services for refugee families. mrdike01@louisville.edu (F-91)

___________________________

DIXON, Lydia (CSUCI) After The Incision: Obstetric Decisions 
And Postpartum Outcomes In Mexico. Rising global cesarean 
rates have become a defining—if troubling—feature of modern 
childbirth. Explanations for why and how physicians perform 
cesareans are not always uniform across diverse contexts, and 
physicians’ decisions have the potential to impact patients’ 
postpartum experiences and beyond. This paper examines how 
Mexican obstetricians’ decisions around cesarean incision types 
impact postoperative pain, wound care, and their patients’ short-

term as well as long-term recovery, including their future fertility. 
Drawing from interview and survey data, this paper presents 
physicians’ thinking in their own words and provides context to 
better understand discrepancies in cesarean surgical decision-
making. (S-14)

___________________________

DOANE, Molly (UIC) Urban Gardens In Times Of Crisis: Sustaining 
Community Through Care. This paper explores how ideas 
about individual and community care are mobilized in Chicago 
community gardens during times of crisis. According to Bassett 
(1979), Pudup (2008), and Lawson (2005), community gardens 
arise during moments of systemic crisis. Liberty Gardens during 
WWI, Relief gardens during the Great Depression, Victory 
gardens during WWII—these instances of community garden 
booms reflect the tie between cyclical political-economic crises 
and social movement. The current political and climate crises and 
COVID have led to an upsurge in urban gardening and provide 
a lens on community practices of care and environmental 
reconciliation. mdoane@uic.edu (F-104)

___________________________

DONKERSLOOT, Rachel (Coastal Cultures Rsch), BORNEMANN, 
Branden and MOORE, Katie (Nature Conservancy) Advancing 
Fishery Policy Reform Through Indigenous And Community-Led 
Collaboration. Alaska’s Limited Entry Act (1973) intended to 
address salmon conservation concerns and ensure local and rural 
fisheries access to Alaska fisheries. Today, the very communities 
meant to be protected by limiting entry are experiencing 
economic distress through loss of access. This paper summarizes 
recent fishery research and policy initiatives that center on 
Indigenous experiences and priorities in policy reform. We 
highlight examples of how we work with Indigenous partners 
in both applied research, documenting under-accounted-for 
management effects on Indigenous livelihoods, and supporting 
strategic thinking in policy design and advocacy through 
community-led collaboration. rachel@coastalculturesresearch.
com (W-01)

___________________________

DOUGLASS, Megan (Wayne State U) Radical Rituals: Grassroots 
Organizing And The Case For Reclaiming The Sacred In The Profane. 
“Radical” grassroots activism has an often misunderstood, silent, 
or silenced connection to spirituality among organizers and 
in academic theory. Investigating this gap holds potential for 
building more sustainable movements and more holistic applied 
research and praxis. As activists highlight increasing ruptures 
over strategy and clash with growing assemblages of “strange 
bedfellows” in advancing fascist agendas, paying attention to 
“hidden” narratives and practices that may buttress innovative 
organizational longevity is essential. I explore the incorporation 
of ancestral knowledge, unspeakable or unspoken forms of 
communication, interspecies relationships, otherworldly realms, 
and imagination as powerful centers for resistance, rethinking, 
and much-needed resilience. mashleyd@wayne.edu (F-99)

___________________________



20

Paper Abstracts

DRESSLER, William (UA) Culture And Causality. Classic theories 
of culture were not formulated to provide causal accounts of 
human behavior. For example, Tylor’s classic orientation guided 
description provides an orientation for a natural history of 
humankind. Much later, Geertz’s interpretive turn eschewed 
causal reasoning altogether, as did the post-modern turn. 
Recently, however, cognitive culture theory has offered optimism 
with respect to developing causal accounts, for two reasons. 
First, cognitive culture theory breaks culture into component 
constructs more amenable to the formulation of causal 
hypotheses. Second, there are measurement models associated 
with these constructs. This paper considers the implications for 
causal modeling of cognitive culture theory. wdressle@ua.edu 
(F-42)

___________________________

DRYDEN, Eileen, BOUDREAU, Jacqueline H., MCGRORY, Aileen, 
KELLEY, Lynette, GRANT, Claire, and DESIR, Marianne (VA) 
The WE Care Initiative: Integrating Informal Caregivers Into 
The Healthcare Team. Informal caregivers (e.g., family, friends, 
neighbors) and the people they care for experience better health 
outcomes when caregivers are engaged with and supported by 
care recipients’ healthcare teams. Yet often, even institutions 
that favor the idea of integrating caregivers fall short. Here, we 
describe the creation of an initiative to increase the integration 
of informal caregivers with healthcare teams that was developed 
through phases of participatory research, co-design, piloting, 
and implementation. WE Care is a multi-component clinic-based 
initiative to address barriers to identifying, documenting, and 
engaging rural Veterans’ informal caregivers in the Veterans 
Health Administration. eileen.dryden@va.gov (TH-135)

___________________________

DU BRAY, Margaret (UNCO), BERESFORD, Melissa (SJSU), WUTICH, 
Amber, BREWIS, Alexandra, and CHOUDHARY, Neetu (ASU), 
ESCOBEDO GARCIA, Nataly (UCI), HOSSAIN, M. Jobayer (ASU), 
LOPEZ, Ernesto (UNI), NÉBIÉ, Elisabeth Ilbuodo (ASU), PACHECO-
VEGA, Raul (FLACSO), VALENCIA, Wilda (Independent) Moral 
Economies For Water: Findings From A Cross-Cultural Meta-Theme 
Analysis. Moral economies refer to practices utilized by communities 
to govern access to resources. A moral economy for water focuses on 
three components: shared understandings of justice and morality, 
normative economic practices, and social pressure mechanisms or 
norm enforcement as they relate to water sharing practices. We 
conducted interviews in seven countries to assess the cross-cultural 
moral economies for water. Here, we present a meta-theme analysis 
that shows that moral economies often ensure at least minimal 
access to water. These data also demonstrate that moral economies 
for water include restrictions around what water is shared, with 
whom, and for what purpose. (TH-33)

___________________________

DUNCAN, Whitney (UNCO) Accompaniment’s Afterlives: 
Relational Ethics Amid Deportation And Loss. This paper reflects 
on the fragile and unfinished work of accompaniment amid 
intensified immigration enforcement. What happens when 

solidarity must be sustained across rupture—when the state 
severs proximity but not connection, and walking alongside 
becomes remembering, writing, and remaining present from 
afar? Drawing on work with families navigating detention and 
deportation, I examine accompaniment as an ongoing ethical 
stance that grapples with exhaustion, loss, and the moral weight 
of failure. In this context, I suggest, accompaniment’s power lies 
less in its ability to intervene than in its insistence on relational 
presence and accountability in the aftermath of state violence. 
whitney.duncan@unco.edu (TH-68)

___________________________

DUPONT, Emma and BUETTNER-SCHMIDT, Kelly (NDSU) “People 
Still Don’t Think That Vaping Is Bad”: Improvising Pharmacy Care 
For People Who Vape In North Dakota. E-cigarettes (electronic 
nicotine delivery systems, or ENDS) and other emerging nicotine 
products present a growing health concern, particularly among 
youth. Unlike conventional cigarette dependence, vaping 
has limited evidence-based treatment protocols and is often 
marketed as a safe alternative to cigarettes. This presents distinct 
challenges for North Dakota community pharmacists who are 
already addressing tobacco and nicotine dependence within 
their communities. Drawing on ongoing ethnographic research 
in six North Dakota community pharmacies, we explore the ways 
pharmacists are improvising care to address the complexity of 
vaping dependence. (W-07)

___________________________

EAGLE, Susan (Hollins U), GARDNER, Marilyn (UW Eau Claire), 
and BREWER, Kristen (Simmons U) “I Felt Like They Were 
Reprimanding Me For Not Being Happy Just To Have A ‘Healthy 
Baby’”: An Analysis Of Childbirth Narratives At The Intersection 
Of Public Health And Anthropology. Anthropology’s long 
tradition of examining maternal experiences of childbirth lacks 
a clear parallel in public health. A focus on population-level birth 
outcomes directs research towards identifying and improving 
poor outcomes and developing patient-centered interventions. 
However, limited understanding of maternal experiences 
complicates clear articulation of what interventions should 
look like. In-depth phenomenological studies of childbirth offer 
nuanced understandings of birthing peoples’ experiences but 
are difficult to integrate into public health practice. Analysis of 
“micro” birth narratives illustrates how a phenomenological 
approach can be accommodated within public health research 
constraints, offering a clearer path towards its application to 
improving medical practice. eaglese@hollins.edu (W-66)

___________________________

EBEL, Sarah and BIRCHEM, Johanna (UNE) How Seaweed 
Harvesters’ Livelihoods And Conservation Practices Are 
Impacted By Gentrification And Privatization In Maine’s Coastal 
Zone. It is well known that many resources are conserved and 
managed locally by individuals who practice conservation acts 
outside of formal institutions and rely on social norms and 
cultural knowledge. These informal practices are often impacted 
by external factors, such as global economic demands and 
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privatization. This paper examines how seaweed harvesters’ 
conservation practices are impacted by gentrification and 
privatization in the intertidal zone in Maine. We found that 
many harvesters have a strong connection to seaweed, and 
their ability to harvest is impacted by new policy and the 
gentrification and change in ownership of Maine’s coast. 
sebel@une.edu (F-69)

___________________________

ECHOLS, Serena, WELLS, E. Christian, and ERGAS, Sarina (USF) 
Situating Green Infrastructure Through Collaborative Co-Design To 
Improve Stormwater Management And Advance Environmental 
Justice. Stormwater management ponds represent a form of 
green infrastructure that can help address flooding and nutrient 
pollution while sometimes serving as a central element in 
community parks. In underserved urban communities, however, 
stormwater ponds are sometimes neglected and underutilized, 
leading to public health and environmental justice challenges. 
Our research in Tampa, Florida, seeks to develop pathways for 
residents and other stakeholders to collaboratively co-design 
infrastructure interventions and pondscape redevelopment for 
neglected stormwater ponds. Drawing on ethnographic and 
participatory methods as well as environmental assessment and 
modeling, we are working with residents of one pond community 
on cleanup and redevelopment strategies. (TH-03)

___________________________

ECKHARDT, Kiera (KU) An Ethnography Of Migration In Quito, 
Ecuador. In an address to the United Nations General Assembly 
in 2018, Ecuadorian President Lenin Moreno asserted that as 
the world becomes increasingly connected, the right to free 
mobility should not be limited to capital and goods, and that a 
global, if not regional, compact on migration with “unrestricted 
mobility and universal citizenship” could serve as a means for 
mitigating humanitarian crises worldwide. To better understand 
the legal implications of Ecuador’s universal citizenship policy 
and to contribute to broader debates in migration studies and 
policy making, this research analyzes 25 ethnographic interviews 
with stakeholders of Ecuador’s migration system in Quito. kiera.
eckhardt@ku.edu (TH-132)

___________________________

ECKHARDT, Kiera (KU) Refugee Rights And Perspectives Of Service 
Providers In Quito, Ecuador. Ecuador advocates the principle of 
universal citizenship and the “free movement of all inhabitants 
of the planet” (Constitution of Ecuador, Article 416). According to 
background interviews with refugee service providers in Quito, 
Ecuador, the universal citizenship policy allows migrants “to come 
and go as they please without papers” and offers them access 
to the same state-funded healthcare and education services as 
Ecuadorian citizens. Through 12 background interviews with 
refugee service providers in Quito, Ecuador, this paper explores 
the impact of the country’s migration policies on refugee 
integration and the conditions migrants face in the region today. 
kiera.eckhardt@ku.edu (TH-98)

___________________________

EDBERG, Mark (GWU) and DRESSLER, William (UA Emeritus) 
Using Ethnographic And Qualitative Data To Develop A Survey 
Scale To Assess Indigenous Historical Trauma As A Determinant 
Of Health. Indigenous historical trauma (IHT) has been cited as 
a key causal factor for a range of American Indian/Alaska Native 
health disparity issues. Yet, there is only one 20-year-old scale for 
assessing this, and, while a breakthrough, it does not adequately 
capture multi-generational and other effects. This paper details 
an approach currently underway that positions IHT as a shared 
cultural model and uses cultural domain/cultural consensus 
analysis to identify elements of IHT among Northeastern urban 
Native communities, then develops and implements a survey 
to identify associations between IHT and health disparities, 
in support of an evidence base for program development. 
medberg@gwu.edu (F-73)

___________________________

EDIGER, Rose and MASON, Mondi (DDPHE) Applied Anthropology 
In Public Health: A Reflexive Case Study. Government structural 
violence can undermine public health intent and impact. We 
reflect on our experiences working at a local public health 
department within the current sociopolitical context and what this 
has meant for our “everyday practice of applied anthropology.” 
We consider how we co-create the emic perspective with 
colleagues. Our experiences provide an on-the-ground, reflexive 
case study of daily conflicts of intent, structures, and resources. 
As practitioners, we aim to support the communities’ health 
while simultaneously navigating contract and finance rules, 
funder requirements, and political realities in a combined city 
and county government. rose.ediger@denvergov.org (F-44)

___________________________

EGBATAN, Mine (U Texas) Infrastructure As Populist Praxis In 
Turkey: Disability Between Recognition And Redistribution. 
Turkey’s disability policy under the ruling Justice and Development 
Party (AKP) exemplifies a form of populist infrastructure, a mode of 
governance that deploys visible, material projects to demonstrate 
care and responsiveness while selectively recognizing and 
excluding disabled populations. The AKP’s inclusion efforts have 
empowered some disabled women by offering access to financial 
support, public space, and bodily autonomy under patriarchal 
constraints. Yet, access to what I call disability infrastructure is 
often mediated by technocratic processes. This article argues 
that the AKP’s disability regime ultimately operates through what 
Nancy Fraser and James Ferguson call a politics of distribution: 
material aid without political transformation. I call for a disability 
justice framework that foregrounds the interdependence of 
redistribution and recognition in building more inclusive and 
equitable futures. (F-38)

___________________________

EGUINO URIBE, Bianca (NAU) Competing By The Creek: The 
Shinny Game At Canyonlands. Shinny at Canyonlands National 
Park is notably under-researched within the range of Salt Creek 
archeology. Interpretations and conclusions made without the 
input of Indigenous and Native American nations have remained 
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uninformed of this women’s sport in practice and unaware of 
shinny as a continuous game of Indigenous tradition. This paper 
explores the perspectives of the Southern Paiute and Ute nations, 
who have continued to play shinny since time immemorial, and 
shines a light upon the game at Canyonlands. Part of a preliminary 
master’s thesis, this paper also explores the dual use of place: 
sustaining events, competitions, and intertribal communications. 
be447@nau.edu (TH-93)

___________________________

EKLUND, Elizabeth (Purdue U), AHMED, Saleh (MSU), and DURAN, 
Kendra (Dallas Int’l U) What Might Happen Next?: Insights Into 
U.S. Borderlands And Migration From 2025. In January 2025, 
the Southwest Symposium was held in Casas Grandes, New 
Mexico. Even though new policies had yet to be enacted, change 
was coming to U.S. relationships with its neighbors and migrant 
communities. While focusing on questions of environmental 
change and transformational adaptation in rural communities, 
this presentation is based on travel to Chihuahua, Mexico, in 
January, Sonora, Mexico, in May and June, the U.S. Border 
from San Diego to El Paso in July, and Antigua, Guatemala, in 
November. This presentation dives into questions of researcher 
mobility and immobility, rhetoric, and field insights derived from 
adjusted research plans. emeklund@purdue.edu (S-33)

___________________________

ELDRIDGE, Erin (WCU) and HAWKINS, Seth (WFU) Political-
Ecological Dimensions Of Psychological Harm Among Hurricane 
Helene Emergency Responders. In Western North Carolina, 
Hurricane Helene exacerbated pre-existing challenges in 
transportation and access to resources and services—everyday 
crises that shaped response and relief but were obscured in 
narratives of an unforeseen disaster in a “climate haven.” The 
broader political climate also affected response, including a highly 
divisive election season and widespread misinformation, with 
the scale of the disaster drawing responders and organizations 
from across the country. This paper explores challenges faced by 
emergency responders and the political-ecological dynamics that 
cultivated variants of harm. Our ethnographic research especially 
identified moral and stress injuries, which we expand on in this 
paper. (TH-01)

___________________________

ELLIOTT, Kathryn (MNSUM) Applied Anthropology 
And Interdisciplinary Connections In A Newly Merged 
Anthropology And Geography Department: A Case Study. 
This presentation draws on the ongoing experiences of the 
presenter and anthropology colleagues in strengthening 
applied, interdisciplinary connections with geography faculty/
students in a newly merged Department of Anthropology 
and Geography. These include collaborative work and cross-
disciplinary training in archaeology, earth sciences, and GIS, and 
plans to create a combined master’s program with geography 
and applied anthropology tracks, as well as identifying areas of 
shared cultural focus between the two disciplines. The applied 
emphasis of the anthropology program and its faculty have 

been significant in facilitating integration, and this case study 
may provide a useful example for other applied anthropology 
programs. kathryn.elliott@mnsu.edu (F-101)

___________________________

EMOND, Astrid (Fielding Grad U) Unique Journeys, Common 
Ground: Women’s Transformative Nature-Based Adventures 
After Life Hardships. This presentation looks at how nature-
based adventures can support personal transformation for 
women who have lived through significant medical, emotional, 
or other life hardships. Drawing on narrative inquiry with 
fourteen women, along with a reflexive autoethnographic 
perspective informed by my own nature-based adventures, the 
study considers how uncertainty, physical effort, and personally 
meaningful engagement with natural environments help 
activate key mechanisms of change. The narratives suggest that 
transformation unfolds gradually through layered, iterative, 
and embodied shifts shaped by women’s adventures in nature. 
The presentation highlights how these nature-based adventure 
experiences can foster renewed perspective, a stronger sense of 
self, and improved wellbeing. aemond@fielding.edu (S-38)

___________________________

ENCALADA, Nigel (USF) Returning Haynes To The Motherland: 
Rediscovering Samuel Haynes, A Belizean American Transnational 
Black Leader And Activist. This ethnohistorical study reconstructs 
the public life and activism of Belizean American transnational 
Black leader Samuel Alfred Haynes up to 1940. Drawing on 
recorded interviews with Haynes’ only surviving son, Ronald 
Haynes, as well as his writings in the Philadelphia Tribune and 
correspondences in Robert Hill’s Marcus Garvey and Universal 
Negro Improvement Association Papers (UNIA), this presentation 
examines Haynes’s service in the British Honduras Regiment 
during World War 1, his leadership in the 1919 Ex-Servicemen’s 
Riots, and his subsequent work with Marcus Garvey’s UNIA up 
to 1940. By integrating oral history and archival ethnography, 
this paper illustrates how applied anthropological methods can 
recover subaltern histories while returning cultural memory to 
Belizean society. nencalada@usf.edu (S-39)

___________________________

ESARA CARROLL, Pilapa (SUNY Brockport) “Back To Normal”?: 
Reflections On COVID-19, Care Work, And Refugee Mental 
Health. How did COVID-19 create new challenges for caregivers 
who were disproportionately women? I answer this question by 
focusing on persons of refugee origins, who were particularly 
at risk of contracting the virus as English-limited persons with 
histories of constrained healthcare access. Based on qualitative 
research in New York, I explore how changing conditions of paid 
and unpaid work impacted evolving care needs and how changes 
in care impacted the emotional and mental well-being of primary 
caregivers. Given that publicly, COVID-19 remains a rarely 
acknowledged care-crisis that has continued into the present 
day, I consider the mental-health implications for this vulnerable 
population. pesara@brockport.edu (Prerecorded)

___________________________
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ESPINOSA CORREA, Isabel (USFQ) Post Neoliberalism In The 
Coastal Town Of Don Juan. The article situates the political history 
of the fishing town of Don Juan, located on the Ecuadorian 
Pacific coast, within the Latin American post-neoliberal turn 
through ethnography. In Ecuador, the post-neoliberal Revolución 
Ciudadana regime was grounded in participatory and radical 
democracy and profound economic redistribution. Post-
neoliberalism was experienced in Don Juan as what the literature 
terms a creation of materiality, both through the strengthening of 
popular economies and through the renewed physical-affective 
tangibility of the state for social subjects marginalized from the 
composition of the polity. These popular material and symbolic 
gains limited a local class structure that concentrates land, water, 
and political positions within a narrow familial network, but are 
undergoing rapid contraction as political orientation drifts from 
national popular development toward a new cycle of oligarchic 
accumulation. medeascorazon@gmail.com (F-69)

___________________________

FACHISTHERS, Megan (Mercer U) Paths Are Made By Walking. 
Homebrewing plays a crucial role in East African communities, 
particularly for women who use it to supplement household 
income and fund children’s education. The process—from 
harvest to distillation—is both economically vital and socially 
unifying. Yet, homebrewing faces threats from proposed 
legislation and health risks, including CO₂ emissions that may 
attract malaria-carrying mosquitoes. To investigate its impacts, 
Mercer faculty, students, and I conducted field research in rural 
Uganda, interviewing brewers and measuring emissions. During 
our fieldwork, an ethical dilemma prompted us to reassess our 
partnership’s impact and our own positionality, highlighting 
the importance of ethical reflection in applied-anthropological 
research. 11036010@live.mercer.edu (W-45)

___________________________

FERNES, Praveena (LSHTM) “Care And Scare”: Charting Relations 
Of Care On Walks With People Who Use Drugs And Are Homeless 
In London. Drawing on two walking interviews from a wider 
ethnography of access in place for people who use drugs and 
are homeless in London, this paper presents narratives of care 
relations (Mol, Moser, & Pols, 2010; Puig de la Bellacasa, 2017; 
Latimer, 2018) that illuminate the blurred boundaries between 
care provider and care seeker, as well as the random, messy, 
and unexpected spaces where care and harm can take place. 
In a departure from the narrow descriptions of service users as 
“passive” recipients of care, walks with Stella and Pooja reveal 
the active, multiple, and caregiving roles they each take on. 
praveena.fernes@lshtm.ac.uk (F-64)

___________________________

FERREYRA, Gabriel (CSULA) Multiculturalism, Otherness, And 
White Supremacy In Trump’s America. On January 20, 2025, 
President Trump signed the executive order “Ending Radical And 
Wasteful Government DEI Programs and Preferencing” to end 
the federal programs denominated DEI. The argument to justify 
it was that these programs are a waste of public resources, and 

they discriminate (against White people). Using a qualitative 
content analysis approach, this paper looked at 20 news articles 
and 10 academic books about multiculturalism, race, and history 
to understand and interpret what is behind it. A combination of 
factors, such as structural racism, partisanship, White supremacy, 
and Trump’s persona, explains this and similar policies in his 
second administration. gferrey@calstatela.edu (TH-126)

___________________________

FINE-DARE, Kathleen (Fort Lewis Coll) The Spirit of NAGPRA in 
Troubled Times. The Christian theological and Western European 
legal notion of “spirit of the law” has been consistently invoked to 
accompany “letter of the law” NAGPRA compliance activities and 
discourse since its passage in 1990. This paper examines both 
continuity of and changes to the notion of the “spirit of NAGPRA” 
as it has been employed by diverse practitioners and scholars 
over the course of three decades. Such an analysis is especially 
important considering current threats to Native American 
principles of sovereignty, to the NAGPRA law and regulations, and 
to the original Congressional intent of the statute. ksfinedare@
msn.com (W-69)

___________________________

FISHER, Margaux (UCI) Archive Ethnography For Health 
Otherwise: Sustaining Health Equity Knowledge Infrastructures 
Through Collaboration And Learning. Methodologically and 
theoretically, this paper examines how ethnography can support 
public health advocates in sustaining health equity knowledge 
infrastructures in the United States. Drawing on partnerships with 
advocates in Louisiana, I show how “corollary records” (Caswell, 
2023)—historical precedents that inform present struggles—
offer a mode of discernment amidst urgent crises. I also introduce 
an open educational resource that mobilizes archival records for 
teaching medical and environmental anthropology, connecting 
classrooms to advocacy through a feminist pedagogical approach. 
Together, these efforts demonstrate how ethnography can 
contribute to infrastructures of discernment, collaboration, and 
learning toward possibilities for health otherwise. margauxf@
uci.edu (W-97)

___________________________

FLORES, L. Patty (Defying Labels) The Academy Profits, We Pay: 
Toward Equitable Knowledge Production In Child Welfare. In child 
welfare research, calls for abolition/reform often reproduce the 
oppression they claim to challenge. This presentation examines 
how power imbalances between adults and youth—particularly 
those with experience in foster care—shape whose voices 
are heard and whose are edited out. From my perspective as 
a former foster youth, I explore how institutions can move 
beyond performative inclusion to centering lived experience by 
sharing authorship, decision-making power, and compensation. 
This presentation calls for an equitable model of knowledge 
production that values relational accountability and recognizes 
youth as co-creators of knowledge and change. patty@
defyinglabels.com (W-133)

___________________________
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FOCHESATTO, Ana (UW-Madison) “Rooted Solidarity”: Immigrant 
Farmers And Multispecies Worldmaking. This paper examines how 
Latine immigrant farmers in the Upper Midwest are reconfiguring 
animal agriculture through regenerative poultry systems rooted in 
perennial landscapes and multispecies care. Drawing on four years 
of community-based ethnographic research, I develop the concept 
of rooted solidarity to describe a politics of land, labor, and more-
than-human relations that challenges racialized hierarchies and 
extractive logics of industrial farming. While shaped by market 
pressures and uneven government support, these farmers and 
their allies are cultivating grounded, collective alternatives 
that reveal both the promises and limits of building more just, 
multispecies food futures. fochesatto@wisc.edu (W-44)

___________________________

FOLTZ, Lindsey (Independent) Practicing Police Oversight: A 
View Through The Spyglass Of Anthropology. This paper will be 
a reflection on how my theoretical and methodological training 
as an anthropologist influences my everyday work doing police 
oversight. I will develop an argument for the value of practice 
theory in attempting to understand the dynamics of social 
change and positively impact public safety. I will also discuss 
the importance of participant observation and convening 
conversations and exchange across the sworn and non-sworn 
divide. It will draw almost a decade of volunteer work related 
to civilian oversight of police and the last four years as the 
Associate Police Auditor for the City of Eugene. lindseyf@
becomingcompanions.com (S-37)

___________________________

FOX, Katherine and WESTBROOK, Edythe (SOU) Everyday 
Anthropology After The Grants Are Gone: Implications For 
Undergraduate Research Experiences. In 2025, funding cuts 
to education, federal programs, and social services disrupted 
research across the academy, raising concerns about knowledge 
that would no longer be produced. Yet, this represents another, 
less visible loss in everyday practices of anthropology that 
engage diverse student populations. This paper asks: what 
happens to the educational and developmental opportunities 
created through research? Through interviews with students 
who participated in undergraduate anthropology projects while 
pursuing other careers, we examine the enduring benefits, 
skills, and perspectives they describe. In doing so, we reframe 
undergraduate research participation as a vital public good 
generated by anthropology itself. foxk@sou.edu (S-01)

___________________________

FRANCIS, Doris (Museum of Intl Folk Art) New Cemetery Rituals 
Forge New Cemetery Partnerships. As a New Mexico-based 
cultural anthropologist having previously researched ethnic 
cemeteries in London, I worked with multiple local institutions—
with varied traditions and opposing value orientations—to create 
the Legacy Memorial Plaque Project, an innovative cemetery-
based ritual for Santa Fe’s Jewish Cemetery. Here, I examine how 
these newly created, unique rituals linking the living with their 
ancestors buried elsewhere, or for whom there is no grave, help 

maintain the cemetery’s viability and integrity. These rituals of 
memory and memorialization offer a potential model for other 
ethnic/religious communities with mobile populations needing 
to build culturally relevant partnerships between cemeteries and 
communities. (S-09)

___________________________

FRANCK, Brittany (U Arizona) Relational Care As Counterbalance 
To Existential Distress: Lessons From An Ethnography Of BPD 
For Mental Health. Drawing on two years of (auto)ethnographic 
research with adults with borderline personality disorder in 
the U.S., I explore the dilemmas my interlocutors faced in 
articulating emotional distress in their everyday lives. Although 
communicating distress can enable connection and recognition, 
lessening loneliness and alienation, this potential is undermined 
by social and clinical responses that frame distress as something 
to be fixed or overcome. Study participants described an 
alternative model of care centered on the acknowledgement 
of ongoing struggle, interdependence, and the shared labor of 
“living with” distress. My paper demonstrates the importance 
of non-clinical interactions as a potential site of relational care. 
bfranck@arizona.edu (F-04)

___________________________

FRIEDERIC, Karin (WFU) Embodied Expertise And Contested 
Illness: ME/CFS Patients, Identity Work, And The Politics Of Fatigue 
In Sweden. Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue Syndrome 
(ME/CFS) is a complex, energy-limiting illness that forces 
fundamental shifts in patients’ self-perception, life narratives, 
and embodied identity. Drawing on semi-structured interviews 
with 25 ME/CFS patients in Sweden, this paper explores how 
they learn to discriminate between common exhaustion and 
the defining, pathological fatigue of their illness, highlighting 
the emergence of new forms of self-knowledge and identity. 
This embodied expertise is crucial for asserting illness legitimacy 
amidst drastic healthcare restructuring and the reorganizations 
of politics of care. The paper offers a rich lens on how identity, 
embodiment, and patient advocacy intersect in the face of this 
contested chronic illness. friedeku@wfu.edu (TH-38)

___________________________

FRIEND, Juliana and BLACK, Valerie (UCSF) Values, Valuing, 
Valuers: On The Possibility Of “Cripping” Dementia. “Cripping” 
dementia—rejecting a “‘one size fits all’ principle as to what 
neurodiversity means ontologically” (Orulv, 2023) in the context 
of neurodegenerative conditions—while positionally and 
ethically complex, invites more open-ended ways of engaging 
with and learning from interlocutors with dementia. We explore 
a commitment to cripping dementia in our ethnographic research 
about the impact of dementia on people’s values and their sense 
of themselves as valuers. Cripping dementia offers a pathway for 
anthropological research to inform practical support for dementia 
patients and caregivers as they navigate cognitive change and its 
potential impacts on values, relationships, and decision-making 
practices. juliana.friend@ucsf.edu (Prerecorded)

___________________________
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FRISELLA, Alison (UMass) What If We Can’t Win?: Reflections 
On Organizing Against The Neoliberal University. Drawing 
on my experience organizing against the 2023 mass layoff 
of faculty at Lesley University, I consider the pitfalls and 
possibilities of organizing against the neoliberal university in 
times of increasing hostility to the liberal arts. When Lesley 
laid off 1 in 5 core faculty members—including the entirety of 
the social sciences department—it sent shockwaves through 
the Lesley community, driving a months-long campaign to 
reverse the decision. In the end, there was no reversal, and at 
least two dozen faculty were thrown back into an increasingly 
untenable academic job market. The mass layoff at Lesley 
is significant because it is not special—liberal arts programs 
across the country are being cut, and the riptides of neoliberal 
and authoritarian attacks on higher ed are unlikely to let up 
anytime soon. Reflecting on my own experiences organizing 
against the Lesley layoffs, I consider what the fight would look 
like should we reckon with the possibility that we might not 
“win.” afrisella@umass.edu (W-71)

___________________________

FUKUSHIMA, Chisaki (Newcastle U) Risk Perception And 
Resilience Of Social Organisation: An Ethnography Of A Nuclear 
Host Community In Japan. This ethnographic study explores how 
a rural fishing community in western Japan adapts to long-term 
social and environmental pressures affecting livelihood security. 
This study focuses on ethnographic data collection and analysis 
methods through semi-structured interviews and a psychometric 
approach, examining resilience amid demographic decline, 
economic stagnation, and ecological degradation. Postwar shifts 
led to industry collapse and depopulation, yet fishing households 
developed adaptive strategies rooted in historical practices. 
Changes in marine resource management and social organization 
reflect enduring resilience. Today, these communities navigate 
international maritime interests and national regulation while 
confronting persistent financial and environmental risks. 
c.fukushima2@newcastle.ac.uk (TH-01)

___________________________

FULMER BRESSACK, Amanda (Teachers Coll Columbia U) 
Language Acquisition Vs. Language Learning In Lehigh Valley, 
Pennsylvania. In Pennsylvania’s Lehigh Valley—long shaped 
by Native displacement, European immigration, and recent 
Latinx migration—language remains central to belonging and 
exclusion. Amid English-only ideologies and ESL dominance, 
a Spanish Immersion Center offers a counter-narrative to U.S. 
monolingualism. Drawing from classroom observations and 
interviews, this study explores how children navigate linguistic 
repertoires, shifting between Spanish and English in play and 
learning. Their everyday “languaging” reveals how young 
learners negotiate identity and belonging within national debates 
on language and citizenship. This work situates local classroom 
practices within broader histories of movement, ideology, and the 
enduring politics of who gets to speak. acb2249@tc.columbia.
edu (W-92)

___________________________

GADHOKE, Preety (AbbVie) and BRENTON, Barrett P. 
(Binghamton U) Allyships With Native American Communities 
For Advocacy, Human Rights, And Sovereignty. We present an 
anthropological analysis of Native American movements through 
efforts for sovereignty and advocacy. We specifically review 
Anishinabek and Haudenosaunee communities and allyships 
with Native American communities in Michigan and New York. 
Through our current and ongoing engaged work, we describe 
how Native American community members and leaders describe 
in their own words actions for reclaiming their human rights and 
sovereignty. In doing so, we remind ourselves and our audience 
of the importance of continuously challenging our current 
“normative” perceptions in our everyday practice of applied 
anthropology. drgadhoke@gmail.com (F-97)

___________________________

GALLENSTEIN, Gwenn (Mesa Verde National Park) Is Every 
Pottery Sherd Sacred?: The Mixed Bag Of Complying With The 
2024 NAGPRA Regulations. The most recent NAGPRA updates 
rightfully give descendant communities additional agency. 
Museums, repositories, and government entities are deferring 
more to Tribes/Nations about what they consider cultural items 
under NAGPRA. Those with custody and/or control of cultural 
items, however, are sometimes interpreting how the law should 
be implemented differently. Some have preemptively closed 
public access to museum collections prior to tribal consultation, 
whereas others with a long history of tribal collaboration 
continue to follow previously agreed-upon protocols. Challenges 
to compliance can and do arise as these entities, out of necessity 
to work together, approach NAGPRA differently. gwenn_
gallenstein@nps.gov (W-69)

___________________________

GALUPPI, Taylor (CSUDH) Considering The Collective: An 
Examination Of Physical And Emotional Needs In Rehabilitative 
Care. In discussion with patient-led rehabilitation programs in 
Los Angeles, CA, and Tampa, FL, this research highlights the types 
of care needed outside of a 15-minute doctor’s appointment. 
Its intent is to use ethnographic methods to discuss the lives of 
paralysis patients and their caretakers while they work towards 
goals of self-sufficiency. I also use interdisciplinary findings to 
discuss the importance of the interdependency that able-bodied 
society often erroneously associates with a lack of autonomy. 
Finally, this work explores how social collectives benefit the long-
term wellness of paralysis patients as they navigate daily life. 
tmgaluppi@gmail.com (TH-14)

___________________________

GARCIA VILDOZA, Malena (UNSAM-EIDAES) Between Celebration 
And Governance: Culture As An Instrument Of Public Policy And 
Immigrant Inclusion In Buenos Aires. This paper analyzes the “BA 
Celebra” program as a cultural public policy promoted by the 
Government of Buenos Aires, developed with the objective of 
recognizing the city’s immigrant population. Here, I will examine 
how the program proposes to respond to immigrant demands 
and how these groups negotiate and reappropriate urban public 
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space through participation in the event. Based on ethnographic 
fieldwork—participant observation, interviews, and archival 
analysis—this paper explores the interactions between 
government, community, and politics, focusing on symbolic 
and political co-production processes surrounding culture as a 
governance tool, and reflecting on inclusion, visibility, and cultural 
commodification in urban contexts. malenagarciavildoza@
gmail.com (F-37)

___________________________

GARCIA, Esther (UNM) Querencia As A Healing Agent To Those 
Struggling In A Time Of Uncertainty. This ethnographic fieldwork 
illustrates how a refugee family navigates loss and cultivates a 
sense of Querencia through the healing power of fellowship 
and community. Sharing regional traditional eldercare principles 
with newcomers is essential, as care is deeply rooted in cultural 
meaning and respect, exemplified by the phrase “cuidamos a 
tu vecino.” These sociocultural practices create a framework of 
well-being during times of uncertainty related to inequalities. 
This research examines how advocacy and caregiving support the 
survival of the most vulnerable populations through traditional 
interventions and social engagement, promoting inclusion rather 
than social isolation, which can have devastating consequences. 
egarcia34@unm.edu (S-39)

___________________________

GARRIDO CORREDOR, Ana Maria (UFL) Speculative Forests: 
Carbon‑Credit Markets, Community Stewardship, And 
The Performance Of Conservation In Bahia Malaga. This 
study explores how conservation becomes an emergent 
economic regime in Bahia Malaga, a frontier zone marked by 
boom‑and‑bust commodities located in the Colombian Pacific. 
Drawing on fieldwork with local communities, conservation 
NGOs, and carbon‑credit investors, I examine the performative 
practices of monitoring, patrolling, data modeling, and 
reforestation that, while producing elusive ecological outcomes, 
generate tangible economic and political capital. By mapping 
the contested value regimes such as timber extraction, 
speculative avoided‑deforestation credits, and indirect benefits 
from community stewardship, I illuminate how conservation 
is re‑commoditized as a flexible, multi‑layered economy that 
both resists and reinforces the fetishization of forests. This work 
offers a nuanced framework for applied anthropologists studying 
the intersections of environmental and economic systems in 
resource‑rivalled landscapes. a.garrido@ufl.edu (W-34)

___________________________

GARZA, Jennifer (Healthy Neighborhoods San Antonio & 
UTSA) and JIMÉNEZ, Daniel (Healthy Neighborhoods San 
Antonio) Caldo And Community: The Double Up Food Bucks 
Recipient Experience In San Antonio, Texas. Grounded in applied 
anthropology, the purpose of this community-based evaluation 
was to understand the lived experience of people using Double 
Up Food Bucks (DUFB) in San Antonio, Texas. DUFB is a nutrition 
incentive program that aims to improve access to fresh produce 
for individuals/families using SNAP, support local farmers, and 

boost local economies. We conducted 25 interviews and 2 focus 
groups to document how DUFB increases nutritional access, 
sustains cultural food practices, and (re)builds social networks. 
We demonstrate how anthropology helps translate community 
knowledge into culturally grounded approaches to address 
important issues like food (in)security within public health. 
jennifer.lopez-garza@sanantonio.gov (F-44)

___________________________

GAVENUS, Erika (Indiana U), BEVERIDGE, Rachelle, SKW’ASMANA, 
Iris Siwallace, and SATTERFIELD, Terre (UBC) Whose Doctrine, 
Whose Priority?: On The Troublesome Legal Interpretation Of 
The Aboriginal Right To Fish By Canadian Courts. Few policies are 
more important to Indigenous peoples living in coastal areas than 
those that govern how and when fishing occurs, and by whom. In 
Canada, the Doctrine of Priority underlies these policies, defining 
the ordered priority for fisheries management. Indigenous peoples 
have expressed frustration with fisheries management decisions 
that jeopardize the availability of sufficient fish to support the 
actualization of their rights. Through a document analysis, we trace 
how Canadian courts have characterized the rights of Indigenous 
peoples affirmed by Section 35 of the Constitution, including the 
right to fish. Informed by principles of social justice and Indigenous 
laws, we analyze five potential characterizations of the right to 
fish: activity, abundance, allocation, amount, and authority. Based 
on the reviewed case law, we find that the applicability of the 
Doctrine of Priority in contexts of uncertain resource abundance 
and ongoing reconciliation is far from a settled matter. egavenus@
iu.edu (TH-67)

___________________________

GE, Yiting (Eliza) (Brown U) Trying Or Not Trying: The Ethics 
Of Parent-Funded Drug Development For Children With Rare 
Diseases In China. This paper explores the ethics of parent-funded 
drug development for children with rare diseases in China, where 
families finance experimental gene therapies with limited state 
and industry support. Drawing on dilemmas of “trying” and “not 
trying,” the paper shows how the ethics of care emerge through 
paradoxes: the very therapy that parents fund to save their child 
generates both hope and profound uncertainty, as experimental 
technologies may just as easily accelerate death as preserve 
life. Second, socioeconomic privilege grants certain parents the 
ability to finance experimental therapies, yet this privilege is 
both enabling and exploitative: it often does not position them 
as empowered “clients/funders” but as vulnerable caregivers 
whose children become the research subjects of a science they 
cannot direct. yiting_ge@brown.edu (TH-91)

___________________________

GEIST, Katrina (MSU Denver) and CRUZ, Angel (NCSU) 
Cohorticulture: Student Experiences In An In-Person Agroecology 
Internship After Experiencing Pandemic Learning. Ethnographic 
data were gathered in 2022 from participants in the Agroecology 
Scholars Program in Research and Extension (ASPIRE) internship 
at North Carolina State University. Participants were placed with 
mentors in research labs and engaged in weekly farm tours and 
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professional development as a group. Semi-structured interviews 
engaged with experiences of hands-on learning, participant interest 
in agriculture/agroecology, and qualitative data on participant 
experience. Participants emphasized the role of interpersonal 
relationships as impactful to their learning and spoke explicitly 
about how the in-person experience with a diverse group of their 
peers was especially meaningful given the contrast with pandemic 
remote learning. kgeist4@msudenver.edu (W-44)

___________________________

GETRICH, Christina, ATWELL SEATE, Anita, LIENDO URIONA, 
David, LIU, Brooke, ZELAYA, Carina, and MATTAS-CURRY, Lahne 
(UMD) “We’re Worse Off Now Than During COVID”: Community 
Health Workers’ Perspectives On Intensifying Immigration 
Enforcement As Cascading Crisis. Community health workers 
(CHWs) emerged as critical frontline workers during the pandemic 
and continue to serve in this role in immigrant communities as 
enforcement intensifies. Based on interviews conducted with 41 
CHWs in the D.C. Metro region in late 2025-early 2026, CHWs 
described immigration enforcement as an extension of the 
pandemic in terms of immigrants’ decreased access to services, 
elevated distrust of the government, and barriers to information-
sharing. We argue that immigration enforcement is part of a 
larger “cascading crisis” that compromises immigrants’ resource 
access, health-seeking, and communication practices, and 
compels CHWs to develop new care practices to reaffirm trust. 
cgetrich@umd.edu (TH-132)

___________________________

GIACALONE, Sydney (Brown U) Building Networks Through 
Network Ethnography: Applied Methods To Support “Ex-
Conventional” Regenerative Farmers. During research with rural 
“ex-conventional” U.S. farmers, I followed participants through 
field days, conferences, and online spaces as they sought out and 
iteratively built networks of knowledge sharing and social support 
in response to the ostracizing experience of changing within their 
own communities. This talk details my applied method of studying 
this network while also contributing to it through intentional 
ethnographic encounters: bringing participants together to 
present alongside me at an academic conference, organizing 
participants to meet at a nearby tribal regenerative agriculture 
program and discuss collaborations, and hosting virtual small 
group conversations to facilitate participants’ relationships. 
sydney_giacalone@brown.edu (S-15)

___________________________

GIBBS, Madeline (OR State U) Freestanding Birth Centers In The 
United States: A Critical Biocultural Case Study. Maternity care in 
the U.S. is marked by wide disparities in access and outcomes. 
Freestanding birth centers (FBCs) have consistently demonstrated 
lower rates of preterm birth and cesarean deliveries, but they 
also face financial and systemic barriers that limit their success. 
The purpose of this case study is to record and analyze the origin 
story, accomplishments, and struggles that shaped the first FBC 
in Corvallis, OR. Through semi-structured interviews, participant 
observation, and descriptive analysis of health outcomes at 

the Corvallis Birth and Wellness Center, this project seeks to 
understand the barriers to, and opportunities for, a sustainable 
FBC model. gibbsmad@oregonstate.edu (TH-74)

___________________________

GIFFORD, Wendy, URIARTE BEAUREGARD, Reyna, HAMZI AL-
CHAMI, Mohamad, and GANDY, Ellen (U Ottawa), COBURN, 
Veldon (McGill U) Cancer As A Manifestation Of Colonization 
And Intergenerational Trauma: Perspectives From Inuvialuit 
Settlement Region. Colonial practices perpetuate structural 
racism, intergenerational trauma, and erasure of Indigenous ways 
of life, contributing to disproportionately high cancer rates for 
Inuit in Canada. Our study explored: How do Inuvialuit experience 
and understand cancer? What Inuvialuit values, knowledge, and 
practice support people living with cancer? Qualitative thematic 
analysis of focus group discussions and individual interviews 
found cancer to be a manifestation of ongoing colonial violence 
that fractures connections between the body, land, and culture. 
Participants described an incommensurability between Inuit and 
Western biomedical worldviews and emphasized the importance 
of reclaiming Indigenous cultural knowledge, practices, and 
traditions through self-determination and self-governance. 
wgifford@uottawa.ca (Prerecorded)

___________________________

GILBERT, Kellen, BURLEY, David, MCDERMOTT, Joshua, and 
POPE, Anna (SELU) Human-Wolf Conflict In The Western 
United States. Gray wolves were reintroduced to wilderness 
areas in Idaho and to Yellowstone National Park in the 1990s. 
Some wolves, however, have not stayed within the borders of 
federally protected areas and now utilize privately-owned land. 
In Idaho, state wildlife management policy focuses on human-
wolf conflict in agricultural areas. We examine connections 
among the consolidation of agribusiness, especially ranching, 
the rise of right-wing politics, and the sociology of wolves with 
increasing anti-wolf violence in the western U.S. We suggest 
these sentiments of wolves today are a continuation of older 
settler-colonial cultural ideological formations interacting in 
unique ways with free-market capitalist ideology and Christian 
Nationalism in influencing public biodiversity policy. kellen.
gilbert@selu.edu (TH-03)

___________________________

GILLERLANE HINKES, Eleanor (CWRU) Understanding Disasters 
Through An Organizational Lens: A Preliminary Study Of Disaster 
Response. This research aimed to understand: (1) how attitudes 
surrounding disasters and disaster response differ between 
organizations and communities; (2) how social, political, and 
economic structures impact the vulnerability, resilience, and 
health of disaster-affected communities; (3) what potential 
pathways can be identified for organizations and communities 
to effectively engage in disaster response together. Through 11 
semi-structured interviews, this research aimed to gain a greater 
understanding of community and organizational practices and 
perceptions in a disaster setting. Thematic analysis revealed 
perceptions around attitudes surrounding capacity and resource 
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distribution, moral economic frameworks, and potential avenues 
for communication in a disaster response setting. erg91@case.
edu (TH-31)

___________________________

GIRI, Monika (UGA) Beyond Buyouts: Risk, Relocation, And 
Lived Experiences. Home buyout programs are increasingly 
common disaster mitigation and climate adaptation strategies 
that relocate people and properties from areas considered at 
risk. While these programs are deemed successful in reducing 
hazard exposure, little is known about the lived experiences 
of those who relocate. This study aims to examine the 
psychosocial consequences of relocation and how relocated 
residents negotiate and redefine notions of risk in contrast to 
the programmatic framings. Using ethnographic methods, the 
research aims to understand how people interpret relocation’s 
effectiveness and reconstruct meanings of safety to assess 
whether buyout reduces or displaces risk for those who 
relocate. monikagiri@uga.edu (TH-61)

___________________________

GLADDING, Maggie (Bellarmine U) Breaking Bread, Building 
Community: The Role Of Shared Food In Fostering Social 
Connection. This ethnographic study examines how food-sharing 
initiatives across three cities in Kentucky, such as church potlucks, 
urban gardens, and farmers’ markets, encourage social connection 
and fellowship. Using participant observation, interviews, and 
surveys, it explores how sharing food builds trust, belonging, 
and collective care. Findings suggest that these gatherings foster 
meaningful social bonds and resilient communities. By weaving 
personal narrative with anthropological analysis, this research 
argues that food-sharing does more than feed bodies; it sustains 
the social fabric that holds communities together. This research 
supports reimagining urban design and policy to center food-
sharing initiatives as essential infrastructures of community 
resilience. (F-44)

___________________________

GLASER, Alana Lee (St. John’s U) Contested Care: Technology, 
Embodied Labor, And Political Activism Among U.S. Care Workers. 
This paper draws on several applied research projects among 
care workers in the United States to show how technological 
restructuring of care workers’ labor process generates potential 
for political resistance, including home healthcare workers in 
New York City; members of National Nurses United, the largest 
labor union representing registered nurses in the United States; 
and registered nurses working for the VA. These care workers’ 
experiences presage broader technological restructuring 
likely to transform the U.S. healthcare system. Care workers’ 
understanding of their own bodies as reservoirs of expertise 
likewise offers a model of resistance that can be replicated across 
sectors. glasera@stjohns.edu (W-134)

___________________________

GLASS, Kathleen, PELLENBARG, Lucy, and STRONG, Adrienne 
(UFL) Global Guidelines, Local Realities: Pain Management 

In Tanzanian Healthcare. Tanzanian physicians conceptualize 
and manage pain within biomedical and cultural frameworks, 
revealing how their dual navigation exposes the limits of global 
pain models in resource-limited settings. Across interviews, 
doctors emphasized pain as a physiological and social experience, 
influenced by resource limitations, patient education, and 
beliefs about endurance. Providers described using the WHO 
pain ladder but acknowledged reliance on paracetamol and 
diclofenac due to opioid scarcity. Emotional and spiritual pain 
were recognized but poorly understood, revealing gaps in holistic 
care. Physicians highlighted the need for more training in pain 
assessment, empathy, and culturally sensitive approaches that 
integrate biomedical and traditional understandings of suffering. 
katehg213@gmail.com (F-63)

___________________________

GLAVEE, Kaitlyn (Wayne State U), ERIKSEN, Amandine and 
LATHAM, Krista (U Indianapolis) Developing Methods For Respect 
And Memorialization For Skeletal Collections Through The Lens 
Of Restorative Justice. Skeletal collections are a significant part of 
biological anthropology, but the circumstances of their original 
curation often fail to meet modern ethical standards. In this study, 
curators, collection managers, and other professionals working 
with skeletal collections (n=7) were interviewed to qualitatively 
explore current needs and existing knowledge regarding the 
ethically dubious origins of skeletal collections. This study aimed 
to develop a philosophical framework for what memorialization 
and respect toward individuals in skeletal collections should 
entail. Findings suggest that institutions seeking to promote 
restorative justice should prioritize increasing the humanity 
attributed to the individuals within the collections they house. 
kglavee@wayne.edu (W-91)

___________________________

GODINEZ, Olivia, CONIGLIO, Brianna, MELVIN, Mark, 
BOULESTIN, Matis, and JOHNSON, Mike (USF) Spatial 
Belonging: How Campus Environments Shape Student Success 
And Participation. This applied anthropology project examines 
how the spatial and social organization of campus study and 
club spaces influences student success and participation. While 
most research on learning environments comes from education 
or architecture, few consider how students experience these 
spaces through an anthropological lens. Using qualitative 
methods—participant observation, interviews, surveys, 
and analysis of campus marketing materials—this study 
explores how students navigate shared, private, and exclusive 
environments to create “study habitats.” Findings suggest that 
engagement is shaped by spatial design, accessibility, and social 
dynamics. The project offers insights for creating more inclusive, 
community-oriented campus spaces that foster belonging and 
equitable outcomes. (F-11)

___________________________

GOFORTH, Lily (ECU) Breaking Ground: Agriculture As Connection 
In The Peruvian Highlands. Growing up in an agricultural region 
of North Carolina and living on land where cattle are kept, I 
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am accustomed to gardening and the farming practices of the 
United States. In Peru, I used my background to connect with 
the highlanders to exchange stories of cows and gardening and 
to establish some common ground. Having this knowledge also 
made me more curious about the practices I was not familiar 
with and made me more aware of the differences that exist 
between Andean agriculture and farming in the United States. 
goforthl24@students.ecu.edu (W-11)

___________________________

GÓMEZ, Carmen (UVG) Co-Creating Alternative Worlds: An 
Exploration Of Participatory Methodologies In Community-Led 
Conservation. This article examines co-creation as a participatory 
methodology in community-led conservation through the 
experience of Selva Maya communities in Guatemala and their 
work with The Nature Conservancy. Based on the implementation 
of co-creation processes, the article documents the development 
and validation of a co-creation methodology that aims to 
strengthen community capacities to design projects based on 
their own needs, aspirations, and institutions. Grounded in the 
contributions of the Selva Maya communities and Latin American 
scholars who critique the depoliticization of participation, the 
article explores co-creation as a means to redistribute power, 
integrate plural knowledge systems, and advance community-led 
conservation. gom20894@uvg.edu.gt (W-34)

___________________________

GONDOLF, Edward (IUP) Victor Garcia: Living Applied 
Anthropology. Most of us consider our academic work as a 
profession with its focus and boundaries. Victor Garcia, however, 
flowed beyond confinements. He brokered the controversial 
and oversimplified topic of Mexican farmworkers. His work 
extended to their communities and their real lives. He listened 
and cared in a way that engaged uneasy and clashing subjects. 
He recruited and supported Hispanic students, as well. Amidst 
contentious university politics, he remained graceful, humble, 
and understanding—and got change. In sum, his selflessness 
and commitment impacted people and their communities in a 
transforming way. egondolf@live.com (W-02)

___________________________

GONZALEZ, Laura (IUP) Fieldwork & Community Engagement, 
Theory & Practice In Multiple Sites. Victor Garcia expanded 
and wisely applied the unique approach of the Angel Palerm 
School of Anthropology, which involves long-term stays of 
collective fieldwork conducted in field stations where professors, 
researchers, and students from different countries and at different 
levels of education and careers lived and learned ethnographic 
methods, completed reports, and presented their findings at 
conferences such as the SfAA, AAA, as well as at the U.S. Census 
Bureau, universities, community colleges, and research centers 
in Mexico, the United States, Germany, Sweden, and Japan. The 
field stations discussed were established in Guadalupe, California; 
Dallas, Texas; Kennett Square, Pennsylvania; and Guanajuato, 
Mexico. gnzlzlr@gmail.com (W-02)

___________________________

GONZALEZ FLORES, Marisol (IUP) Assessing Climate 
Change And Infant Health In Northern Appalachia. As rising 
temperatures drive global climate change, the relationship 
between infant health and environmental conditions is 
becoming a pressing concern. This ethnographic study 
explores attitudes toward climate change in Northern 
Appalachia through interviews and participant observation. 
I investigate local perceptions of climate-related health 
risks by examining how primary care physicians perceive 
connections between climate change and infant health and 
how the broader community understands environmental 
shifts. This study seeks to understand vulnerability, resilience, 
and responsibility in the face of a changing climate by offering 
insights into how rural Appalachian communities respond 
to global environmental challenges at the local level. mari.
gf202@gmail.com (W-63)

___________________________

GONZALEZ MADRID, Lexi (U Notre Dame) Between Rights And 
Reality: Navigating Professionalization And Bureaucratization In 
Women’s Rights Advocacy In The Huasteca Region, Mexico. Over 
the last decades, Mexico has experienced a significant shift in the 
measures and protocols for addressing violence against women. 
Central to the new policy framework is the judicialization of 
gender-based violence and the professionalization of intervention 
and victim support services with the aims of prevention, 
accountability, and victim protection. The presentation explores 
the professionalization of advocacy work in the Huasteca Region 
in Mexico, the increasing bureaucratization of institutions, and 
the tensions that arise from institutional perceptions of gender-
based violence. It argues that these processes, while aimed at 
protection, can reproduce inequalities and shape the terms on 
which Indigenous women access justice. agonza59@nd.edu (S-
35)

___________________________

GOOD, Mary, BALL, Dan, KRAMER, B. Josea, DAVILA, Heather, 
HOWREN, M. Bryant, SADLER, Ann, BIRDWELL, Stephanie, 
CULLEY, Mary, DUNCAN, Veronica, PAWIKI, LoRae HoMana, 
WOODARD, Kristi, and MENGELING, Michelle (VA) “This Is 
What I Acquired In The Military; I Want To Keep It At The VA”: 
Healthcare Perspectives And Preferences Among Rural American 
Indian/Alaska Native Women Veterans. This paper highlights 
findings from 11 qualitative listening sessions conducted with 
rural American Indian/Alaska Native women veterans as part 
of a study investigating ways to expand healthcare access and 
improve health outcomes. Aspects of women’s prior military 
service directly connected with current health concerns as well 
as choices about seeking care. Participants reported intentionally 
choosing VA care for health conditions they considered a direct 
result of military service and using IHS for other types of care. 
AI/AN women Veterans appreciated the VA’s understanding of 
their military experiences but sought greater access to culturally-
based treatment services and provider cultural awareness. (TH-
74)

___________________________
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GORDON, Andrew J. (U Houston), KRIEGER, Laurie (Clean Cities, 
Blue Ocean), and ANGIN, Jon (Tetra Tech) Technological Advances 
And Negative Health Consequences. Economic development can 
worsen health status. We take, as an example, the billion used 
tires that flood the world annually. From tires, we see an increase 
in dengue infections since used tires are the breeding place of 
the Aedes genus, dengue-producing mosquitoes. Also, there is 
considerable air pollution and pulmonary afflictions that come 
from burning tires. Finally, there is a dramatic increase in global 
warming as a result of the burning of used tires. More safeguards 
need to be built in. We offer four suggestions, pertinent to less 
developed economies suffering most of the negative health 
effects. (TH-127)

___________________________

GORVETZIAN, Andrew (UNM) The Possibilities Of Digital 
Collaboration For Language Revitalization Within The Transnational 
Garifuna Nation. Garifuna communities in Central America 
and the United States are engaged in language revitalization as 
part of a transnational effort to assert their Blackness and their 
Indigeneity by struggling for land rights, fighting discrimination, 
and resisting forces of acculturation. The role for digital networks 
to connect multi-sited Garifuna communities continues to be an 
open-ended question. As an applied anthropologist collaborating 
with Garifuna language teachers on the co-creation of an online 
platform to bolster Garifuna language revitalization efforts within 
this digitally routed and territorially rooted Garifuna Nation, this 
paper explores the challenges and possibilities of co-designing 
an educational platform that seeks to actively support language 
revitalization and unsettle epistemologies of place and belonging 
that threaten the Garifuna language and culture. agorvetzian@
unm.edu (W-92)

___________________________

GOTT, Amanda and BROTEN, Kenyon (MO State U) Selective 
Development: Lessons In Community Organization Strategies And 
Narratives Of Negotiating Development As Resistance In Rural 
Ecuador. After analyzing rural communities in Ecuador, we seek 
to redirect the conversation around development away from 
an inevitable and destructive process. Our desire to represent 
selective development repositions rural and Indigenous 
communities as active facilitators of the process, rather than 
passive victims, demonstrating relative autonomy. Modern 
development theory is a problematic narrative and requires 
reframing. These rural communities in Ecuador demonstrated 
selective adoption of urban processes and infrastructure, while 
rejecting others. Our analysis highlights those acts, as well 
as varying goals and means to achieve them, re-illustrating 
development as both a deliberative process and an assertive act 
of self-determination. acg54s@missouristate.edu (W-34)

___________________________

GRAHAM, Martha (NMRWA) and ROBERTS, Michael (NMFWRI) 
How To Empower Public Water Systems To Become More Resilient 
To Wildfire And Postfire Impacts. Public water systems in the 
United States are vulnerable to catastrophic wildfire and postfire 

impacts. Yet, the impacts of wildfires on public water systems 
are often overlooked in regional wildfire mitigation and postfire 
recovery planning. This research is a participant-led project that 
uses photovoice to explore the perspectives and concerns of rural 
water systems and communities living in the Jemez Mountains 
of New Mexico. The findings highlight shared concerns around 
watershed health, wildfire risks, and resilient water systems 
with the goal of empowering rural communities to protect their 
drinking water supplies. martha@nmrwa.org (W-95)

___________________________

GRAHAM, Molly (NOAA Fisheries) Preserving Institutional 
Knowledge: The Evolving Mission Of The NOAA Voices Oral 
History Archives. Since 2003, the NOAA Voices Oral History 
Archives has documented the human dimensions of NOAA’s 
mission, preserving experiences that connect science, service, 
and stewardship. In recent years, as NOAA and the federal 
workforce undergo significant change, Voices has expanded its 
focus to include institutional knowledge—capturing the insights, 
decision-making, and professional legacies of NOAA staff as 
they retire. These interviews safeguard the agency’s collective 
memory, documenting how science and policy evolve over time. 
Through more than 2,600 interviews, Voices provides a vital 
record of NOAA’s cultural, scientific, and organizational history 
for researchers, educators, and the public. molly.graham@noaa.
gov (Prerecorded)

___________________________

GRIEGO, Lauren (ENMU) Universal Metrics, Local Meanings: 
Cultural Friction Between The Holmes-Rahe Scale And Mopan 
Maya Models Of Wellbeing. The Holmes-Rahe stress scale is a 
psychological tool used in Western medical practices to assess 
stress levels. It is increasingly administered in global health 
settings, though scholars have questioned the universality of 
this scale. To explore this critique, I conducted ethnographic 
participant observation and interview research in a rural Mopan 
Maya village in southern Belize. My research suggests that 
stress responses to similar life events are culturally specific and 
challenges the universal application of psychiatric tools in global 
health programs. These results can inform policies of institutions 
like PAHO/WHO and psychiatric nurse practitioners in Belize to 
support marginalized Indigenous communities. Lauren.Griego@
enmu.edu (F-63)

___________________________

GRUSZKO, Mariel (Babson Coll) Follow The Design: The Publics 
Of Participatory Architecture. This presentation describes and 
analyzes the methodology I developed to follow how Barcelona 
architects and their publics shape design. I observed design in the 
studio, conducted participant observation in participatory design 
meetings, and interviewed architects and participating residents; 
I also created video and audio recordings of in-studio work and 
public workshops. What began as an effort to “follow the thing” 
(Marcus) turned into an effort to follow design as both thing and 
process; this, in turn, led to journeying with architects as they 
sought to make techniques and worldviews circulate between 
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the design studio and public design experiments. mgruszko@
babson.edu (S-15)

___________________________

GUERRA, Santiago (Colorado Coll) Indigenous Contestations 
To Popular American Practices: Artificial Intelligence And The 
Psychedelic Renaissance. The AI Revolution and the Psychedelic 
Renaissance have been presented to the American and global 
public as panaceas that will cure our mental health crisis, 
alleviate labor concerns, and bring newfound prosperity to 
the world. While the last decade has seen a proliferation and 
popularization of both artificial intelligence and psychedelics, 
Indigenous communities have contested the facile arguments for 
the widespread adoption of these technological practices. This 
paper highlights some of the Indigenous concerns with AI and 
the Psychedelic Renaissance. sguerra@coloradocollege.edu (S-
32)

___________________________

GUERRERO, Isabelle (UNR/Four Tribes Alliance) Protecting 
Tuvogatudu: How The Tenets Of NAGPRA Influence Native-Led 
Archaeology And Historic Preservation In The Bodie Hills Of 
California And Nevada. Tuvogatudu is a longstanding place of 
Native life, ceremony, and persistence. This landscape is situated 
in the Bodie Hills of California and Nevada, at a transition zone 
between the Sierra Nevada mountains and the Great Basin 
Desert. Tuvogatudu remains a home to important plant and 
animal species, and there are countless ancestral (archaeological) 
sites found throughout this region. Additionally, local Tribal 
communities continue to visit this landscape to gather food and 
medicines, as well as to hunt. Using the tenets of NAGPRA and 
Collaborative Indigenous Archaeology, local Tribes, archaeology 
students, and volunteers came together to develop ongoing 
historic preservation strategies for Tuvogatudu. (W-99)

___________________________

GUO, Muyan (Teachers Coll Columbia U) Negotiating Knowledge 
Pathways: Applied Anthropology In A Student-Led Rural Education 
Project In China. This paper traces how applied anthropological 
knowledge circulates through a student-led rural education 
initiative in China. As founder of the Academic Department of the 
Beijing-Guangxi Student Association, I integrate ethnographic 
training and collective fieldwork across 12 to 15 rural schools 
each year. The resulting reports, published and shared with local 
governments and the public, blend data, theory, and storytelling. 
Through this process, I explore how anthropological methods 
shift between academic, governmental, and community 
audiences, and argue that applied anthropology gains meaning 
through these translations—where knowledge, policy, and lived 
experience intersect and co-shape one another. mg4450@
tc.columbia.edu (S-03)

___________________________

HAILE, Rahwa (CUNY Grad Ctr & Lehman Coll) and SMITH, Sarah 
(SUNY Old Westbury SPH) Racism Declared A “Public Health 
Crisis” Yet Health Inequities Thrive: Barriers To Health Equity Work 

In The Bronx. Bronx residents continue to experience vast social 
and health inequities (DiNapoli, 2021), as in earlier eras (Wallace, 
2001). Despite commitment to health equity, researchers and 
advocates have been unsuccessful in securing tangible and 
widespread improvements in access to the social determinants 
of health necessary for health equity to prevail. In this talk, we 
present working evidence from interviews with local health 
equity researchers and advocates to further understanding of 
the lived experience of health equity work in the Bronx, with a 
focus on structural barriers to achieving marked improvements 
in community health. rahwa.haile@lehman.cuny.edu (W-67)

___________________________

HALDANE, Hillary (Quinnipiac U) GBV In The World Of FIFA. FIFA 
is the world governing body for association football. Since 2017, 
they have embraced a commitment to upholding human rights, 
including safeguarding for players, staff, and fans. This paper 
examines FIFA’s stated commitments to the wellbeing of players, 
staff, and fans at their tournaments. It explores the disjuncture 
between FIFA’s promises and practices in two tournaments: the 
2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup and the 2026 FIFA World Cup. 
Additionally, the paper will highlight where applied anthropology 
has a necessary and critical role to play in interventions to make 
the world of sports safer for all, players and fans alike. hillary.
haldane@quinnipiac.edu (F-02)

___________________________

HALE, Chloe and BRYDON-MILLLER, Mary (U Louisville) 
Researching The Researcher: An Ethnographic Approach 
To Exploring Personal Connectedness And Motivations Of 
Researchers Working In Appalachia Using Photo-Voice. The 
interdisciplinary Flooding in Appalachian Streams and Headwaters 
(FLASH) project works to bridge the gap between social sciences, 
engineering, and geography, among other disciplines, providing 
a holistic approach to disaster resilience. Throughout the process 
of conducting the FLASH project, themes of connectedness to 
people and spaces have emerged. This paper explores the use 
of photo-voice to examine connectedness among the research 
team and to discover how personal positionality influences 
motivations, builds relationships, and transforms the ways 
researchers think. Exploring the motivations and personal 
connections of researchers provides a space for reflection in 
building and promoting lasting community disaster resilience. 
Clhale03@louisville.edu (TH-31)

___________________________

HALE, Corinne M. (U Wisconsin) Pregnancy Experience Among 
Haitian Women In The Dominican Republic. Haitians contend with 
racism, xenophobia, and the constant threat of deportation in the 
Dominican Republic. Coupled with inherent vulnerability during 
pregnancy and early postpartum stages, Haitian women face 
immense barriers to safely accessing basic healthcare services. This 
paper offers an analysis of the varied experiences, perceptions, 
and realities Haitian women describe to confront the complexities 
of addressing barriers to pregnancy care—barriers the country’s 
current public health policies have helped reinforce. Against a 
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backdrop of anti-Haitian and anti-immigration rhetoric and policies, 
this paper lays bare the friction between migration and reproductive 
health through a practical applied anthropology lens. (F-64)

___________________________

HALL-CLIFFORD, Rachel (Emory U) Co-Design For Equitable 
Engagement. Co-design offers a necessary paradigm shift 
in applied anthropology by centering community voices, 
addressing structural inequities, and advancing equitable 
engagement. Drawing on over two decades of fieldwork in 
Guatemala and beyond, I reflect on the failures of conventionally 
designed global health interventions, including some of my 
own. In contrast, co-design, an approach rooted in applied 
anthropology, community-based participatory research, and 
design thinking, foregrounds collaboration. I describe the 
six-step iterative co-design process developed through the 
Emory Co-Design Lab for Health Equity and illustrated by the 
safe+natal project, which integrates mobile health technologies 
into midwife-led maternal health care in Guatemala. I highlight 
how co-design can generate contextually appropriate and 
sustainable community-led interventions, while also navigating 
potential pitfalls such as power imbalances and performative 
participation. hall-clifford@emory.edu (TH-135)

___________________________

HAMM, Megan (U Pitt) Unexpected Combinations: The 
Logistics Of Collecting (And Combining) Disparate Data Sets 
As A Methodologist. As a cultural anthropologist who works 
as a qualitative methodologist in the health sciences, I have 
collaborated on more than 75 projects in the past decade, enabling 
me to collect disparate data sets with multiple collaborators. 
These data sets are almost always treated as separate, when they 
could be in conversation with each other. Here, I consider the 
logistical and ethical complications of combining such data sets, 
as well as the benefits in terms of insights and knowledge gains, 
drawing on three unique contexts: the experience of practicing 
medicine, opioid use disorder, and dental complications across 
the lifetime. mehst52@pitt.edu (S-13)

___________________________

HANSCHU, Jakob and BENDIXSEN, Casper (Nat’l Farm Med 
Ctr) Relating Risks And Benefits Through A Two-Stage Ranking 
Activity: An Example From Agricultural Safety And Health. 
Understanding how farm parents and agricultural safety 
professionals evaluate the risks and benefits of children working 
with livestock differently can inform injury prevention efforts. In 
this presentation, we report the results of a two-stage ranking 
activity completed with 69 parents and 25 safety professionals. 
The study aimed to identify the risks and benefits that influence 
participant decision-making about children working with livestock 
and to understand how those risks and benefits are prioritized. 
First, participants identified the risks and benefits that were most 
relevant to their decision-making. Next, participants ranked the 
selected items from least to most influential. hanschu.jakob@
marshfieldresearch.org (W-75)

___________________________

HANSEN, Tobin (U Oregon) Accompaniment And Testimonio: 
Circulating Migration And Deportation Narratives As An Act Of 
Solidarity. This presentation draws on research and solidarity, 
ongoing since 2013, with long-time U.S. residents deported to 
northern Mexico and a grass-roots educational partnership with 
a local NGO. It explores forms of solidarity and “being-with” that 
motivate and emerge through the documentation of testimonios, 
or first-person migration and deportation narratives. I argue that 
by listening, recording, holding, and circulating testimonios, a form 
of co-presence persists after people have become geographically 
separated. Traces of testimonio live beyond recorded or textual 
forms. The act of distributing testimonio implicates the sharers in 
the social and political struggles of people on the move. (TH-68)

___________________________

HANSON, Thomas (U Colorado) Ashes In The Capitalocene; 
Wildfire, Disaster, And Horizon Work On The Edges Of Amazonia. 
This paper examines horizon work in wildfire management 
within the crisis of the capitalocene. Wildfire trends from global 
to the local are situated within the capitalocene, then engaged 
through the palimpsest landscape of the Bolivian Chiquitanía, 
as local communities, firefighters, and land managers encounter 
disruptions in its wildfire regime. This mixed method project draws 
on ethnography, wildland firefighter participant classification, and 
remote sensed data. In the Chiquitanía, an emergent trend of larger 
fires moving across the land faster in different types of vegetation 
is producing new zones of risk for Chiquitano communities and 
firefighters. thomas.hanson@colorado.edu (W-05)

___________________________

HARDEN, Alexandra and SHOREMAN-OUIMET, Eleanor (UConn) 
Filling The Void: Increasing Emergency Preparedness Capacity 
Through An Undergraduate E-Corps Course Model. This video 
presents Disaster Corps, an applied anthropological and action-
oriented pedagogical model that details how undergraduate 
students co-produce knowledge and practical tools with community 
partners to fill critical gaps in emergency preparedness. Grounded 
in feminist and critical pedagogy, the course is analyzed through 
survey data from students and community leaders. We argue 
that this model offers a scalable, geographically focused solution 
for building community resilience, providing a timely pathway for 
translating academic knowledge into real-world, applied problem-
solving amid escalating climate risk and eroding public capacity. 
Alexandra.Harden@uconn.edu (Prerecorded)

___________________________

HARDY, Lisa, THOMPSON-CAMPITOR, Carly, DOPSON, Rasheera, 
and YENCHIK, Shanell (NAU) Research Is Personal: Strategies 
For Care. As social scientists, we immerse ourselves in the 
research that matters. Our own experiences bring us into close 
relationships with people with whom we work. We encounter 
distressing and traumatic depth related to our intersectional lives 
and experiences. In this paper, we weave together our personal 
insights and writing by Indigenous, feminist, and disabled 
scholars. We offer three strategies for integrating relational 
research and care into our research designs by providing ideas to 
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explain the difference between bias and lived experience, ideas 
for care through processes of consent, and developing a plan for 
culturally and locally conceptualizations of researcher care. lisa.
hardy@nau.edu (W-96)

___________________________

HARRELSON, Clea (U Maine) Assessing Resilience Beyond The 
Boat: Validating Socioeconomic Resilience Indicators In Maine’s 
Lobster Communities. This paper seeks to validate recently 
proposed socioeconomic resilience indicators for Maine lobster 
fishing communities through semi-structured interviews with 
a wide range of people who live in lobster fishing communities 
in Maine. I explore perceptions of resilience, perceived changes 
in trend and intensity for socioeconomic resilience indicators, 
and understandings of where conversations about resilience are 
taking place. This work contributes to holistic understandings of 
lobstering communities, extending beyond the perspectives of 
active fishers, and provides insights into the potential tradeoffs 
of applying standardized resilience indicators in future fisheries 
management decisions. clea.harrelson@maine.edu (F-69)

___________________________

HARROD, Ryan (UAA), JUNGE, Justin and PEDERSON 
WEINBERGER, Jennifer (NPS), KERANEN, Kade (Cornell U), 
JOHNSON, Norma (Chickaloon Village Traditional Council), 
MANESS, Niko (UAA) Collaborative Mitigation Approaches To 
Known And Unknown Burials And Cemeteries. This collaborative 
project involves partnerships between the National Park 
Service, Indigenous communities, and the University of Alaska 
Anchorage to develop plans of action for inadvertent discovery 
of human remains and the erosion of known cemeteries due to 
the continued threat of climate change in Alaska. Risks to the 
known and unknown cemeteries include erosion due to fluvial 
activity, melting permafrost, coastal erosion, landslides caused 
by periods of drought and excess rainfall, wildfires, neglect, 
and more. Being proactive, we provide recommendations for 
monitoring and condition assessment, adaptation planning, and 
technical assistance associated with the repatriation of burial 
and cemetery sites. rharrod2@alaska.edu (TH-33)

___________________________

HARVEY, T.S. (Vanderbilt U) On Practicing Anthropology Amid The 
Growing Incommunicability Of Inequality In Research, Policy, And 
Public Health. From lists of banned words to revisions, retractions, 
pausing of publications, and scrubbing of websites, the very 
language that anthropology has developed to communicate 
and ameliorate inequality has become unsubstantial, rendered 
systemically incommunicable. Taking a medical and linguistic 
anthropological approach, this paper considers the state of 
communication embargos on discourses of “inequality” and 
“difference” in policy and public health and asks how new forms 
of communicative justice on the horizon await not only the 
development of a new language but the inclusion of voices and 
perspectives that have borne the unequal distribution of the 
benefits and burdens of research. (W-96)

___________________________

HAYES, Lauren (U Wyoming) The Business Of Ranching In The Inter-
Mountain West. Research among western ranchers often focuses 
on ecological or agricultural topics like regenerative grazing or 
the effects of climate change. Yet, as business-owners, beef and 
sheep producers face a range of socio-cultural challenges that 
require managing family relationships and interacting with private 
companies, government entities, and industry associations. 
Based on ethnographic research in Wyoming, we show that 
ranchers are currently navigating a changing employment and 
technology landscape; complex legal contracts related to oil/
gas, solar, wind, and government conservation programs; and 
concerns about heritage and succession. We demonstrate how 
producers deal with these challenges through social, familial, and 
reciprocal networks. lhayes9@uwyo.edu (W-14)

___________________________

HAYS, Selina (UCF) Crowdsourcing Care: Supplementing The 
Endometriosis Illness Experience With Online Health Communities. 
Endometriosis is a chronic reproductive condition where tissue 
like the uterine lining grows outside the uterus, causing chronic 
inflammation, pelvic pain, painful and irregular periods, and a 
range of other symptoms. Through a mixed methods approach 
using social media analysis and qualitative semi-structured 
interviews, this study explores how feelings from participants, 
such as isolation, shape their interactions with online healthcare 
support groups. In turn, the information shared in these groups 
is incorporated into their illness experience as supplemental 
advice. Findings include participants’ desires for future research, 
emphasizing the importance of accessible research. (W-66)

___________________________

HEALEY, Gavin (NAU) Native Graff Glyphs: Indigenous Graffiti 
Muralism And Style Writing Project. Be it a fantastical 160-foot 
image of a bowhead whale or a facade depicting weaving practices, 
Indigenous style writing and graffiti muralism, “Indigenous graffiti 
and street art,” is a complex expression of Native art and visual 
culture. Native Graff Glyphs is a two-part project including an edited 
book (currently under contract) and exhibition (in development) 
centering Indigenous artist narratives. This paper will discuss the 
methodologies, theories, and community connections of the 
project led by Gavin Healey, Ph.D., Hoka Skenandore, Matthew 
Smith, Ph.D., and Dakota Stevens and their goal of providing a 
balanced academic and artistic celebration of this artistic medium. 
gavin.healey@nau.edu (S-06)

___________________________

HECKERT, Carina (UTEP) and HECKERT, Alex (IUP) Lessons From 
Victor Garcia’s Mentoring Legacy. One of Victor Garcia’s enduring 
contributions to the field of anthropology is his legacy of 
mentorship of students and junior faculty. During his career, he 
supported the recruitment, retention, and training of countless 
students and faculty members, many of whom were Latino and/or 
first-generation college students. This presentation, coming from 
a former student whom Garcia mentored as an undergraduate 
and graduate student, along with one of Garcia’s long-time 
colleagues, reflects on lessons learned from his mentoring style. 
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It gives particular attention to the powerful role of mentoring 
for members of groups that have historically been marginalized 
within academia. checkert@utep.edu (W-02)

___________________________

HEDDEN-CLAYTON, Bethany (Wayne State U) Everyday Sensory 
Practices: Healing The Christian Yogi And Bringing Glory To God. 
This paper draws from ethnographic encounters with Christian 
yoga practitioners to demonstrate how they integrate diverse non-
Christian knowledge forms with Christianity to heal themselves 
and others. What is generated through these multiple knowledge 
forms is a composite of everyday, sensory practices aimed at 
addressing emotional and physical pain while strengthening 
their relationship with God. These practices include those that 
involve taste (food choices, fasting), smell (managed scents), 
touch (massage), hearing (scripture, music, prayer), and the 
disconnection from sight. Ultimately, this integration produces a 
stable but hierarchical epistemological frame in which all other 
knowledge forms remain subordinate to Christianity. ay2819@
wayne.edu (F-63)

___________________________

HEDGES, Kristin and METCALF, Kaitlyn (GVSU) Applied 
Anthropology In Everyday Park Use. This project was a part of 
an undergraduate course, ANT 420: Applied Anthropology, 
which is a community-based learning course. The anthropology 
department partnered with Ottawa County Parks and Recreation 
Commission (OCPRC) to assist with the Grand River Greenway 
Identity Project. Anthropology research students collected park 
users’ experiences from four different county parks, which were 
all along the greenway. The methods included street intercept 
surveys, semi-structured interviews, and participant observation. 
This presentation will review data collected, which OCPRC will 
weave into their story mapping, interpretive signage, or social 
media promotion of greenway locations. hedgeskr@gvsu.edu 
(W-72)

___________________________

HEDLUND, Anna (Gothenburg U) Applied Anthropology 
And Youth Gang Disengagement In Sweden: Ethnographic 
Insights Into Exit Programs And Reintegration Of Former 
Gang Members. Drawing on ongoing ethnographic research in 
Sweden, this paper applies anthropological grounded theory 
to examine processes of youth disengagement from criminal 
networks. Through interviews with young gang desisters, 
the study analyzes how structural conditions such as forced 
relocation, loneliness, isolation, and precarious labor 
markets shape exit trajectories and reintegration efforts. 
Framing these findings within applied anthropology, the 
paper explores how anthropological knowledge can inform 
policy and practice in exit programs in Sweden. Ultimately, it 
seeks to demonstrate anthropology’s practical contribution 
to developing contextually grounded exit interventions that 
support sustainable reintegration of former gang members. 
anna.hedlund@gu.se (W-61)

___________________________

HEFFERNAN, Amanda (Seattle U) “Just Human Things That You 
Do”: Towards An Abolitionist Care Ethics Among Healthcare 
Workers Caring For Patients In Immigration Custody. This 
presentation draws on interviews with healthcare workers who 
cared for pregnant women in hospital settings in immigration 
custody from 2017 to 2022. Healthcare workers responded to 
the moral distress they felt witnessing state violence against 
pregnant women along a spectrum from observation to 
advocacy to mitigation to resistance; a few labor and delivery 
nurses took significant professional risks on behalf of their 
patients, embodying an abolitionist ethic of care. This session will 
explore these responses in the context of current escalations in 
immigration enforcement, which bring more healthcare workers 
into encounters with state violence against im/migrants in 
healthcare settings. aheffernan@seattleu.edu (TH-68)

___________________________

HEMMINGS, Daileann and DOWE, Jennifer (Hartford HealthCare) 
Negotiating Relationships Among Maternal Health Hospital 
Workers And The Everyday Practice Of Doulas. Transforming 
hospital workplace culture involves navigating interpersonal 
dynamics and institutional bureaucracy. This presentation 
explores efforts to merge lay doulas into the hospital birthing 
unit as legitimate team members. Educational strategies were 
used to increase awareness among nurses, physicians, and other 
professionals about the valuable role doulas play. Collaborative 
models were considered, though concerns about patient safety, 
liability, and role ambiguity emerged. Some professionals also 
expressed bias toward lay doulas. Mutual trust and understanding 
remain in early development. A key goal is to strengthen team 
functioning and ultimately improve outcomes for mothers and 
babies. daileann.hemmings@hhchealth.org (Prerecorded)

___________________________

HENDERSON, Nicole and ROCQUE, Gabrielle (UAB) A 
Cultural Models Approach To Process Mapping In Real-World 
Implementation Of A Remote Symptom Monitoring Program 
In Cancer Care. Remote symptom monitoring using electronic 
patient-reported outcomes is spreading nationally in oncology, yet 
sustainment depends on how teams understand and coordinate 
routine work. We pair process mapping with a cultural model lens 
at an NCI-designated cancer center in the Deep South to surface 
shared expectations and friction across four subprocesses: 
screening, enrollment, survey, and intervention. Using participant 
observation, map-informed semi-structured interviews with 
clinicians, navigators, and patients, and consensus, we identify 
five crosscutting components that organize practice: ownership, 
channel, timing, accountability, and breakpoints. Results depict 
role-based blind spots and repairs that shape patient experience 
and provider workload. We distill practical suggestions for 
future implementers and show how culturally sensitive mapping 
supports sustainment. nlhenderson@uabmc.edu (TH-102)

___________________________

HERBER, Kaitlyn (CNU) Fiber Freaks. In this presentation, I 
discuss the ways in which fiber artists derive expression through 
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their craft and the avenues necessary to create fabrics. How 
are raw materials transformed into wearable art through small-
scale collaborations? Through ethnographic analysis of fiber arts 
festivals and interviews with fiber artists, small-scale and local mill 
workers, and shepherds, I explain how a community has formed 
around fiber art. This community uses unique and creative 
expressions to hand-make items and repurpose commercial 
garments in a way that challenges the dominant narrative of 
commodification and fast fashion. kaitlyn.herber.23@cnu.edu (S-
06)

___________________________

HERCKIS, Lauren (TruMerit) Facilitating Transnational Careers In 
The Age Of AI: Credential Evaluation And Techno Social Change. 
Credential evaluators assess the validity and equivalency 
of transcripts, diplomas, credentials, and other artifacts of 
professional and educational achievement to facilitate global 
professional and academic mobility. Credential evaluators are 
highly specialized professionals who serve as transnational 
bridges and translate the experiences and artifacts of individuals 
moving between vastly different sociopolitical systems. An 
environmental scan captured current practices, guidance for 
practitioners, and emerging trends in a context of rapid techno-
social change with the emergence of accessible generative AI. 
The resulting corpus was used to develop a socio-ecological 
model of interdependencies that constrain and enable credential 
evaluation and transnational migration. lherckis@trumerit.org 
(F-31)

___________________________

HERMAN, Augusta (USF) Managing Precarious Protection: How 
Haitians In Tampa Bay Cope With Termination Of Temporary Legal 
Statuses. Recent policy changes will end temporary legal status 
for over 125,000 Haitians residing in Florida in February 2026, 
heightening feelings of uncertainty for this population. Though 
scholars have described the inherent precarity of temporary legal 
statuses, this moment differs due to the high likelihood that such 
populations will be rendered unauthorized on a definite date. 
Through participant observation and semi-structured interviews, 
this project examines how Haitians in Tampa Bay respond to 
this deadline to self-deport. Understanding the effects of such 
a regime of mobility calls into question the notion that such 
populations are against U.S. interests. (TH-98)

___________________________

HERMAN-MERCER, Nicole and EBANKS, Diamond (USGS), 
BACON, Jenny and MINIMUM, Alie (ORISE), THOMAS, Peyton (UC 
Boulder), TOOHEY, Ryan (USGS), BLASKEY, Dylan (U S Carolina), 
BLOND, Alexis and CHALLAMEL, Albane (Polytech Nice Sophia), 
NEITLICH, Sam (USGS), NEWMAN, Andrew (NCAR), CHENG, 
Yifan (U Buffalo), MUSSELMAN, Keith (UC Boulder) Storylines Of 
Change: Coupling Community Narratives Of Extreme Events With 
Climate Projections For Western Alaska. Alaska Native Villages are 
disproportionately impacted by climate change as Alaska warms 
two to three times faster than the rest of the country. Many 
communities are experiencing events outside of historical norms, 

such as large tundra fires, extra-tropical cyclones, and warm winter 
temperatures. This study aims to combine experience with these 
events, relayed in semi-structured interviews, with the results of 
a regional climate model. Climate data were analyzed to project 
the future of specific events and combined with narratives to 
develop storylines of change. Storylines can put modeling results 
into context and inform community preparedness, response, and 
recovery actions for future events. nhmercer@usgs.gov (TH-31)

___________________________

HERRMANN, Susan (Fielding Grad U) Breaking Up With 
The Patriarchy: Decolonizing Our Lives Through Worldview 
Reflections. The mental health industry has never been busier. 
The current rise of fascism, political violence, the era of eco-
anxiety, and systemic oppression wreak havoc on individual 
and societal functioning. Decolonizing our minds is a first step 
to dismantling the systems that perpetuate our demise. Relying 
on the findings of her dissertation and Four Arrows Worldview 
Chart, the author has crafted a practical theory of change that 
leads to sustainable wellbeing. Join our exploration and discover 
ways to break up with the Patriarchy. sherrmann@email.fielding.
edu (S-38)

___________________________

HEYMAN, Josiah (UTEP) On The Fraying Edge Of Comfort: 
Insecure Consumers Of Home Temperature Technologies. Daniel 
Barber critiques infrastructure and spaces designed to guarantee 
“comfort,” perfectly calibrated climates. As an alternative, he 
explores the concept of sufficiency. I detail four ethnographic 
cases of poor urbanites in El Paso, a high desert region with hot 
summers and cold winters. They live on the “fraying edge” of 
having or not having comfort. Some are in the process of trying to 
gain more comfort, consuming more space and energy, as part of 
life trajectories from poverty; others have fallen into discomfort, 
or potentially so, because of fragile household economies and 
messy family relations. jmheyman@utep.edu (F-36)

___________________________

HIGA, Natsuko (Meshwork LLC), TAGUCHI, Hibiki (U Tokyo), 
MIYASHITA, Fumiko (COTS LTD), and MIZUKAMI, Yu (Meshwork 
LLC.) From Scoring Individuals To Designing For Relational 
Dynamics: Reframing Organizational System Design Through 
Lived Realities. This paper explores an ethnographically 
grounded organizational development project — carried out by 
an anthropology-led research and consulting firm in Japan — 
with a socially oriented motorcycle finance company in Kenya. 
The initial mandate was to design a rider score and define 
indicators to evaluate performance. Ethnography, however, 
showed that such a static, trait-based model was misaligned: 
chronic instability is ordinary, and consequential dynamics arise 
between riders (motorcycle taxi drivers) and rider-managers, 
who already act as flexible buffers in repayment. The contribution 
lies in reframing system design toward dynamic socio-economic 
conditions, reflecting riders’ lived realities and rider-managers’ 
adaptive practice. natsuko.higa@meshwork.jp (S-07)

___________________________
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HIIEMÄE, Reet (Estonian Literary Museum) Applying Participatory 
Mapping For Better Communication Of Personal And Collective 
Health Crises: Three Case Analyses. This presentation highlights 
how participatory mapping practices can help to visualize 
vernacular danger perception and identify specific emphases 
that may have an impact on individual and community-level 
spatial risk assessment and respective coping strategies. Bringing 
Estonian examples from mental maps of perceived physical 
danger related to nightmare experiences, spatial imageries 
of survivors of domestic violence, and a workshop of mapping 
community level responses to environmental health crises, I’ll 
highlight how such mapping can serve for gathering knowledge 
about the perceptions of danger in relation to various crisis 
settings, to build dialogues between scientific and vernacular or 
even mythological crisis maps. reet.hiiemae@folklore.ee (S-13)

___________________________

HILL, Michael and FERNÁNDEZ-SALVADOR, Consuelo (USFQ) 
Between Nature And Culture: Socionatural Assemblages In 
Three Ecuadorian Community Tourism Initiatives. Based on a 
comparative and collaborative ethnographic project in three 
community tourism initiatives in Ecuador (Yunguilla, Oyacachi, and 
Sacha Waysa), we examine how community members, leaders, 
and other stakeholders conceptualize and operationalize their 
respective socionatural contexts in order to represent the complex 
articulations between cultural diversity and biodiversity in their 
work and manage the potential revitalization or degradation 
of local natural and cultural resources. The analysis highlights 
how differently positioned actors prioritize and evaluate the 
political-economic, sociocultural, and ecological impacts, costs, 
and benefits of community tourism relative to criteria of equity, 
inclusion, sustainability, and community cohesion. (F-92)

___________________________

HILTONSMITH, Julia (U Maine) Place, Power, And Precedent: 
Historical Memory And Local Resistance In Sears Island Land-
Use Planning. As Maine advances plans to establish the nation’s 
first offshore wind port at Sears Island, local stakeholders have 
voiced significant opposition, echoing decades of conflict over 
development proposals for the 941-acre, undeveloped island. 
Since the 1970s, state-led efforts toward industrialization have 
spurred lengthy litigations and the eventual abandonment of 
each project. Drawing on data informed by collaborations with 
grassroots organizers, local news archives, and ethnographic 
fieldwork, this paper examines how persistent land-use proposals 
are shaped by historical precedent and contested meanings of 
progress, place, and power, offering recommendations for locally 
situated, context-driven approaches to land-use management 
and planning. julia.hiltonsmith@maine.edu (TH-03)

___________________________

HINES, John (Point Park U) Heartbreak America. From the 
premise that violence and genocide are integral elements 
for the creation/maintenance of the “imagined community” 
(Anderson, 1983) of the nation, this paper seeks to complicate 
the discussion by showing how such acts are not primarily, nor 

solely, the province of the urban/industrial landscapes of the 
Modern, contemporary world, by presenting several significant 
examples—e.g., the Ludlow and Sand Creek massacres—drawn 
from across the rural “High Plains” region, which highlight how 
the American “Heartland” has been (and is) as much of a site of 
such horrific acts of nation-building as any other part of the U.S. 
(TH-127)

___________________________

HITCHCOCK, Robert and KELLY, Melinda (UNM) Applied 
Anthropologists, Collaboration, And Kalahari San Land Rights 
Efforts. For decades, applied anthropologists have collaborated 
with lawyers and communities on land rights matters for Kalahari 
San in Southern Africa. Ancestral land claims (ALCs) have been 
filed with the High Court in Namibia, Botswana, and South Africa. 
This paper explores strategies employed by anthropologists and 
their collaborators in their quest for clear and well-defined land 
rights. rkhitchcock@gmail.com (F-67)

___________________________

HODGSON, Sunny and BROEMEL, Erin (LexisNexis) Artificial 
Agency And Structure In AI: Non-Human Agents As Moral Actors 
In The U.S. Legal Practice. In U.S. legal systems, agency is tied to 
intent, responsibility, and moral accountability. As AI integrates 
into legal workflows, these boundaries blur. This paper examines 
how AI agents are interpreted, trusted, and held accountable 
within culturally symbolic and institutionally rigid legal contexts. 
It explores how legal professionals assign agency to these systems 
and how we, as UX researchers working in legal technologies, 
shape agency through interface cues and interaction rituals. We 
examine the implications of brokering agency to machines that 
shape human outcomes and how AI outputs are negotiated, 
authority interpreted, and meaning constructed in high-stakes 
settings. (S-37)

___________________________

HOFFER, Lee (CWRU) Learning By Doing: Teaching Applied Medical 
Anthropology Through A Syringe Services Program Evaluation. 
Conducting research in medical anthropology extends beyond 
mastering ethnographic or qualitative methods—it also involves 
managing logistics, collaborations, and community engagement. 
This paper presents a course where students conducted an 
evaluation of a local Syringe Services Program (SSP). From 
project design, IRB approval, interviewing clients, managing 
data and subject fees, to analyzing and presenting results, 
students conducted every phase of this project. Reflecting on 
students’ experiences with this hands-on approach highlights its 
pedagogical value and operational challenges. It also promotes 
discussion on how we can better prepare students for conducting 
real-world, collaborative, team-based, applied public health 
research in marginalized communities. lee.hoffer@case.edu (W-
72)

___________________________

HOFFMAN, Susanna (IUAES, Risk & Disaster Commission) 
Unrecognized And Unheralded: New And Emergent Disasters And 
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The Angry Earth Three. In a time of unheralded climate change, 
the world is seeing emergent new, reappearing forgotten, and 
heightened magnitude of routine disasters. While many, generally 
the most notorious, garner acclaim, alarm, and recognition, many 
that are often local yet alarmingly massive and devastating go 
unheralded. Some are yet to gain global name and recognition. 
In the third edition of The Angry Earth, to appear near year, six 
new chapters address some of the nascent, accelerating, and 
threatening calamities now becoming prevalent: heat domes, 
unfolding flooding, advancing fire zones, and spreading invisible 
perils. This presentation reviews these unfathomable and 
perilous happenings. susanna@smhoffman.com (W-05)

___________________________

HOLEN, Davin (UAF) Anthropological Perspectives In Diverse 
Research Environments: Ensuring True Collaborative Research 
Through A Multidisciplinary Approach. Anthropology has 
evolved from the principle of “do not harm” to actively engaging 
in research that fosters genuine collaborations with the 
communities in which we work and serve. Over the past few years, 
as an anthropologist, I have co-led several large multidisciplinary 
research projects, incorporating anthropological methods into 
the overall research design to ensure a holistic and collaborative 
approach with the communities where research takes place. 
This presentation will provide an overview of the evolution of 
collaborative research over the past decade, as well as some 
of the drivers behind integrating anthropological methods and 
perspectives into multidisciplinary research projects. dlholen@
alaska.edu (S-03)

___________________________

HORSBURGH, K. Ann (FSU) and BINGHAM THOMAS, 
Elizabeth (BYU) “I Love Them Outside Of Food”: A Pilot Study 
Of Interpersonal Relationships In The Management Of Celiac 
Disease. Celiac disease is a currently incurable autoimmune 
disease in which the immune system is triggered by the presence 
of gluten to attack the small intestine. The only treatment for 
celiac disease is the strict avoidance of gluten, a protein found 
in wheat, barley, and rye. To explore the role of social support 
in the lived experiences of people with celiac disease, we have 
employed a mixed methods approach. We present the results 
of our pilot survey of 119 people and pilot interviews of nine 
people, focusing on the challenges faced in having to educate 
friends and family about celiac-safe food practices. horsburgh@
fsu.edu (TH-102)

___________________________

HOWARD, Hannah (UGA) Anthropology, Lived Theology, And 
Interdisciplinary Possibility. The unstable ground of anthropology 
in the contemporary moment has at times limited both the 
discipline’s explanatory ability and critical possibility, particularly 
in applied religious settings. While the methods of ethnography 
remain well-crafted for deep engagement with the minutiae 
of our interlocutors’ lives, to fully grasp the ways that people 
working in religious organizations seek to better their worlds, 
a more interdisciplinary approach is needed. Coming from 

the growing theoretical position of Theologically Engaged 
Anthropology, this paper argues that richer scholarly collaboration 
between anthropologists and theologians, as well as deeper 
engagement with interlocutors’ lived theologies, will strengthen 
our discipline’s analytic and applied work in relationship with 
religious communities, organizations, and social movements. 
hannah.howard@uga.edu (F-99)

___________________________

HSU, Clarissa and HANSELL, Laurel (KPWHRI), EAVES, Emery 
(NAU), GORVINE, Margaret (U Arkansas Med Sci), PHILLIPS, 
Rebecca and LAMPHAM, Gwen (KPWHRI) “I Wanted To Do 
It On My Own Terms, I Didn’t Want To Be A Victim”: The Lived 
Experience Of Long-Term Opioid Tapering And The Act Of The Self-
Taper. With the increased recognition of the high risks associated 
with taking opioids long term, there has been a strong push 
from health systems to have patients with chronic pain taper 
or discontinue their long-term use of opioids. Little has been 
written about the lived experience of tapering or discontinuing 
opioids. Our study exploring discontinuation of long-term opioid 
treatment found that some patients chose to taper their opioids 
without informing their health care providers. This practice 
raises thought-provoking questions regarding patient autonomy 
and empowerment, safety, and the role of providers and health 
systems in supporting patients as they taper. clarissa.w.hsu@
kp.org (F-04)

___________________________

HUANG, Yueh-po (Academia Sinica) Pilgrimage As A Cultural Form 
And Practice Of Self-Transformation: The Lessons From Shikoku 
Henro In Contemporary Japan. Pilgrimage as a healing practice 
involves varying cultural forms and logics, including entering 
endurable and harsh environments and exercising body-mind 
cultivation in a virtual or physical world. The paper will present 
the notion that Shikoku(’s) henro (pilgrimage) is a cultural form 
of boundary crossing movement and activity, with its integrated 
mode of healing potential. It involves walking, chanting, chatting, 
praying, and other techniques, offering pilgrims both internal and 
external routes to physical health and spiritual growth, helping 
them enter the state of relaxation, stability, recognition of their 
social and cultural attachment, improvement of the bodily-
mental-spiritual system, and return to homeostatic balance. 
qehwikacin@gate.sinica.edu.tw (F-33)

___________________________

HUDGINS, Kristen and CLARKE, Gretchen (Independent) “In 
A Good Way”: Culturally Responsive Approaches In Federal 
Partnerships With Native Communities. How can federal 
evaluation become an act of relationship-building rather 
than oversight? This paper draws on a five-year participatory 
evaluation with tribal programs funded under Title VI of the 
Older Americans Act. Through regular engagement, shared 
decision-making, and co-creation of data tools, evaluators and 
tribal grantees transformed evaluation into a collaborative 
process grounded in respect and reciprocity. These relationships 
informed new resources and reporting systems, while also 
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shifting the culture of the federal agency toward trust, 
transparency, and learning. The project illustrates the power of 
culturally responsive evaluation to build mutual capacity and 
re-imagine federal-tribal data relationships. kristen.hudgins@
fulbrightmail.org (S-13)

___________________________

HUGHES RINKER, Cortney (GMU) Caring Amid Contradictions: 
Challenges Faced By Providers In Caring For Older Adults 
In Morocco. The population in Morocco is aging at a faster 
rate than before. I have observed that Moroccan healthcare 
providers face uncertainty and challenges when caring for older 
adults with terminal and chronic illnesses, especially those 
with intense physical pain from disease or treatment, given 
that they operate under competing frameworks established by 
the Ministry of Health and an influential national organization 
dedicated to cancer. I center their experiences first to emphasize 
their unwavering commitment to their patients, and to show 
how these contradictory frameworks, while “good-intentioned,” 
produce greater healthcare inequalities by limiting provider 
autonomy and intensifying the bureaucracy of care. chughe13@
gmu.edu (Prerecorded)

___________________________

HUNTER, Chelsea, HERRERA, Lauren, and PEREZ-ZEPEDA, 
Eva (UNT), RAWSON, Ariel (OSU), RABUNG, Emily (OR State 
U) Traditional Ecological Knowledge In Federal Legislation: 
Incorporation, Usage, Definitions, And The Implications Thereof. 
The term “traditional ecological knowledge” (TEK) is widely used in 
environmental anthropology to recognize how intergenerational 
knowledge develops through sustained interactions with the 
environment through time and is often holistically integrated with 
other types of knowledge in Indigenous and other communities. 
TEK is widely recognized as having numerous environmental 
management potentials and benefits. Over the last 20 years, TEK 
and related terms have also been incorporated into proposed and 
enacted Federal Legislation. This paper examines the trajectory 
of TEK and related terms’ incorporation into Federal legislation 
and considers the implications thereof, including the usage of 
TEK and data sovereignty. (S-03)

___________________________

HYATT, Susan (IU-Indianapolis) Who Is The Public In Public 
Anthropology?: Repatriating Engaged Research Back To The 
Community. What does the term “public anthropology” mean 
in urban contexts where municipal spaces are increasingly 
privatized? In this paper, I discuss the ways in which my own 
community-based and engaged fieldwork in Indianapolis 
revealed to me the complexities of trying to define what 
constituted “a public” for our work. I also discuss the ways in 
which the complexities and contradictions of defining the public, 
in this era of municipal fragmentation, ironically provided new 
and innovative opportunities and formats for repatriating our 
research products back to our host communities. suhyatt@
iu.edu (TH-133)

___________________________

IBRAHIMPASIC, Emira and REILLY, Julia (UNL) Resettling Nebraska: 
Refugee Integration And Institutional Evolution. This paper 
presents preliminary findings from a historical and ethnographic 
study of refugee resettlement in Nebraska, examining the 
state’s role in shaping U.S. refugee policy and the co-evolution 
of state and federal systems. Drawing on extensive archival 
research and semi-structured interviews with key resettlement 
practitioners, former refugees, and community members who 
became part of this work, the study documents how refugee 
resettlement has both shaped and been shaped by Nebraska. By 
centering these diverse voices, the project contributes to a more 
inclusive historical record and highlights how these collective 
efforts have made Nebraska a national leader in resettlement. 
eibrahimpasic3@nebraska.edu (F-91)

___________________________

ILBOUDO NEBIE, Elisabeth (ASU) and RONCOLI, Carla (Emory U) 
Managing Risk By Moving Herds: Using Participatory Mapping 
To Understand Pastoral Mobility In The Sahel Of Burkina Faso. 
Mobility remains a key strategy for Fulɓe pastoralists adapting to 
uncertainty in Burkina Faso’s arid Sahel. We use participatory GIS 
mapping to examine their mobility patterns and understand how 
they navigate climatic, ecological, and political risks. Findings reveal 
how environmental change, governance, and security factors 
intersect to shape mobility decisions and resilience. By combining 
spatial data with local knowledge, this work highlights the value 
of applied anthropology in supporting community-led adaptation, 
visualizing risk through participatory mapping, and informing 
equitable land-use planning in a dryland context. (W-127)

___________________________

IMBRUCE, Valerie (Washington Coll) Developing A Voice For 
Food Justice In A Historic Urban Neighborhood. Manhattan’s 
Chinatown is an exemplar neighborhood where food is central 
to commerce, cultural heritage, and tourism, yet the number 
of food businesses have declined. Direct observation and 
interviews about the changing food environment showed the 
downward trend was underway due to gentrification and other 
socio-economic shifts but hastened by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This recent shock spurred formation of a food policy council to 
create a unified voice to address structural challenges of food 
access. This talk highlights how applied anthropological practices 
can facilitate community members’ desire to secure a “seat at 
the table” on issues vital to their future. vimbruce2@washcoll.
edu (F-14)

___________________________

IRWIN, Michael (Duquesne U) COVID Impacts And Adaptations 
In Local Belizean Ecotourism. This presentation analyzes the 
experiences of 41 Belizean stakeholders involved in local 
ecotourism during COVID (2023) and during recovery (2025). The 
presentation evaluates themes from semi-structured interviews 
with tourist guides, rangers, local business owners, foresters, 
loggers, community NGO members, school educators, community 
council members, and environmental organization staff. 
Stakeholder communities include Caye Caulker, Crooked Tree, 
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and localities near the Rio Bravo Conservation and Management 
Area (La Milpa, Hill Bank, San Filipe, Shipyard, Blue Creek, and 
Indian Church). Their assessments of challenges and community 
responses are identified and compared across communities and 
activities of respondents. irwinm@duq.edu (F-92)

___________________________

ISLAM, Gungun (MSU) Invisible Wounds: Infertility, Stigma, 
And Survival Among Muslim Women In India. Infertility in India 
is deeply stigmatized, particularly for Muslim women, whose 
position as a religious minority within a patriarchal, pro-natalist 
society heightens their vulnerability. This ethnographic study 
explores their experiences in West Bengal, shaped by intersecting 
forces of class, gender, religion, stigma, and the urban-rural 
divide. These vulnerabilities are compounded by the rapid 
growth of Kolkata’s Assisted Reproductive Technology industry, 
where clinics compete through alliances, data brokerage, and 
surveillance. For women, treatment choices are guided less by 
autonomy than by obligations and institutional monitoring. 
Centering their voices, this project shows how reproductive 
stratification transforms biomedical hopes for kinship into 
terrains of inequality and constrained agency. islamgun@msu.
edu (S-05)

___________________________

JALIL-GUTIERREZ, Sylvia (CCSU) Art, Censorship, And Silencing 
Of Voice. What happens when art and artists are censored? 
This presentation explores the impact of artistic censorship 
on public consciousness, using the case of Palestinian artist 
Samia Halaby. Her canceled exhibitions reflect broader patterns 
of silencing Palestinian artists (e.g., from the Palestinian 
Museum in Connecticut) whose identities or politics challenge 
dominant narratives. In the contexts of healthcare and applied 
anthropology, such censorship limits important conversations on 
social justice, trauma, and cultural identity. Canceling Halaby’s 
exhibit at the University of Indiana reveals how institutional fear 
suppresses those who are essential to collective understanding 
and diminishes wholeness, healing, and caring that art fosters. 
(Prerecorded)

___________________________

JAYARAMAN, Nityanand (U Waikato) Between Ethical Standing 
Back And Deep Hanging Out: Toward A Solidarity Ethnography. 
This paper introduces Solidarity Ethnography as a method forged 
in the tension between ethical standing back and deep hanging 
out. Emerging from three decades of activist praxis in fisher and 
worker struggles across southern India, it conceptualizes solidarity 
as a negotiated method—between advocacy and withdrawal, 
immersion and restraint, voice and silence. Guided by the principles 
of deep, humble, slow, and safe solidarity, this approach extends 
activist ethnography beyond participation toward co-production 
grounded in epistemic humility. It seeks to create dialogic spaces 
where subaltern autonomy is facilitated and frictions between 
diverse ways of knowing are generatively engaged rather than 
smoothed over. nity682@gmail.com (TH-67)

___________________________

JENKINS, Alex, IBARRA, Sonia, BLACK, Jessica, and CAROTHERS, 
Courtney (UAF) Co-Producing Research To Bridge Indigenous 
Knowledge And Western Science In An Alaskan Herring Fishery. 
Indigenous peoples in Southeast Alaska have stewarded Pacific 
herring (Yaaw; Lingít) since time immemorial, including through 
the traditional subsistence harvest of post-spawn herring 
roe. Following the regional collapse of herring populations, 
State management of Southeast Alaska’s last commercial sac 
roe herring fishery has not addressed significant Tribal and 
subsistence harvester concerns. This ongoing project, which is 
being co-produced with the Sitka Tribe of Alaska and subsistence 
harvesters, applies qualitative and quantitative methodologies 
to examine how Indigenous knowledge is being considered in 
Alaska herring management and bridge knowledge systems to 
produce management recommendations that address Tribal and 
subsistence priorities. acjenkins@alaska.edu (W-01)

___________________________

JENNINGS, Thomas, STOREY, Angela, MARKLEIN, Kathryn, 
SMALLWOOD, Ashley, and KURTZ, Erin (U Louisville) Navigating 
Obligations: Exploring The Complexity Of Community-Engaged 
Research At Eastern Cemetery. This paper examines a multiyear, 
community-engaged research project undertaken by cultural 
anthropologists, archaeologists, and biological anthropologists 
from the University of Louisville about Eastern Cemetery, a site 
mired in decades of legal complications and currently maintained 
by volunteers. Navigating between legal obligations, engaged 
community partners, concerned family members, and myriad 
stakeholders, our research team has to balance the challenges of 
long-term support for an abandoned cemetery with the necessity 
and positive impacts of the work. We explore here the multiple 
roles that academics play in the midst of the layered social, 
economic, and policy neglect that sites like Eastern face. (S-09)

___________________________

JERANKO, Maja (UNLV) Ancestral Kitchens And Emergent Futures 
In Post-Pandemic Ecuador. Drawing on long-term ethnographic 
fieldwork in coastal Ecuador, this paper explores how the 
COVID-19 pandemic catalyzed new socio-political arrangements 
among women confronting economic hardship and violence 
in a fishing village marked by multiple disasters. Focusing on 
“Ancestral Kitchen,” a community initiative led by a grassroots 
women’s coalition that emerged post-pandemic, I examine how 
traditional gastronomy has become a site of collective memory, 
entrepreneurship, and leadership. I show that the pandemic did 
not simply mark rupture but opened pathways for transformation 
and collaboration while generating unexpected tensions amidst 
repair, renewal, and change. (W-65)

___________________________

JERVIS, Lori and BRAY, Laura (U Oklahoma) Oklahoma, Rurality, 
And The Blackhole Of Animal Rescue. In the U.S. South, dogs 
and cats that fall through society’s cracks often find themselves 
in overcrowded animal shelters. Some of these animals don’t 
leave the shelter alive. We examine animal welfare problems 
related to rural sheltering. Rural areas often have the greatest 
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need for animal welfare services, yet large swathes of Oklahoma 
have limited or no access to animal shelters, low-cost spay/
neuter services, and veterinary care. We describe the challenges 
rescuers face in this demanding context and grapple with the 
tension between rescuers’ cultural explanations for animal 
welfare problems and the realities they encounter working in 
severely under-resourced contexts. lori.jervis@ou.edu (TH-33)

___________________________

JESCH, Grace (CSBSJU) Sustained Presence: Continuous Care 
And Doulas’ Impact On Birth Experiences. One of the hallmarks 
of doula care is the provision of continuous care throughout 
the perinatal period, encompassing pregnancy, birth, and the 
postpartum experience. This research, based on qualitative 
interviews with doulas across 18 states, explores the ways 
that continuous care shapes the birth experience via physical, 
emotional, and informational support. This continuity of care 
is the key facilitator in reducing maternal health inequalities 
achieved through doula support. This research suggests that 
programs providing marginalized communities access to 
affordable and culturally competent doula care are essential to 
improving birth experiences and ultimately reducing inequalities. 
gjesch001@csbsju.edu (W-06)

___________________________

JOHNSON, Jeffrey (UFL), WELLER, Susan (UTMB), MCCARTY, 
Christopher (UFL), and BERNARD, H. Russell (ASU) The 
Evolution Of Quantitative Approaches In Cultural Anthropology. 
This paper examines the evolution of quantitative methods in 
cultural anthropology through a text analysis of the American 
Anthropological Association’s annual conference programs. The 
topics listed in the program index of sessions (e.g., mathematical 
anthropology) can be treated as a network of sessions and 
related topics. An analysis of that network reveals that the 
quantity of quantitative work presented at AAA conferences 
peaked in the mid-1980s and declined throughout the 1990s. 
The paper also examines the historical connection between 
applied anthropology and methods. johnsonje@ufl.edu (TH-
102)

___________________________

JOLY, Tara (UNBC) The Limits Of Recourse: Gendered Violence, 
Institutional Complaints, And Creative Nonfiction In Northern 
Canadian Fieldsites. Drawing on Sara Ahmed’s critique of 
institutional power, this paper analyzes ethnographers’ 
responses to gendered sexual violence (GSV) in research contexts 
in northern Canada. Using auto-ethnography, interviews, 
and creative nonfiction, I examine how complaints and legal 
action travel through these structures—and the barriers to 
accessing these processes. Remote, masculinist fieldsites, tied to 
extractive industries, shape experiences and navigations of GSV. 
Both academic training and research hardship narratives limit 
recourse. I argue that resolving these challenges requires crafting 
a decolonial ethnographic practice to ensure safe research for 
both researchers and our participants. (Prerecorded)

___________________________

JONES, Eric (UTH TMC) A Northern Andean Cultural Model Of 
Wellbeing Amidst Agricultural Crisis. Partially owing to major 
changes in weather, livelihoods are being challenged in Andean 
Ecuador. This study involved two dozen interviews and covers 
people’s conceptualizations of the changes in the biophysical 
environment and in social relations. People seem to be saying 
that decreased wellbeing—or a lessening of effective care of 
family and lessening of an effective relationship of them to the 
land—is resulting from a loss of balance between give and take 
and disruption in their knowledge system about the relationship 
between wet and dry periods during the year. I consider 
windows into potential adaptation based on the cultural model. 
eric.c.jones@uth.tmc.edu (S-42)

___________________________

JONES, Nathan (UC Boulder) Teaching Research In Design: The 
Perils Of An Anthropologist Directing Advanced Undergraduate 
Research In Design School. I am an anthropologist working for a 
design school as the director of Latin Honors. Our undergraduates 
execute a research project culminating in the defense of a 
thesis with an associated creative deliverable. A focus of my 
ethnographic research is the tensions implicit in doing liberal 
arts style research while producing creative work, and for some 
students, employing “research through design” methodologies 
as a dimension of their experience. The paper addresses my 
teaching and mentoring of design student researchers and the 
pedagogies I have investigated in other design schools, as an 
exercise for considering pedagogical best practices for design 
research. nathan.p.jones@colorado.edu (F-101)

___________________________

JONES, Tiffany (Spelman Coll) “Bring In Da NOISE!”: A Case 
Study In Using Strategic Planning Tools For Assessing Community 
Engagement Projects And Collaborations. While teaching for 
Oxford College of Emory University, my students collaborated 
with local library-archivists, city council members, and community 
elders. These connections helped procure what is an ongoing oral 
histories project dedicated to enslaved Africans’ descendants 
in the Oxford community. Recently, I have transitioned to 
Spelman College—a new affiliation that means more funding 
and potential partners. However, this change also means limited 
access to previous connections/resources that made the work 
possible. By using a NOISE (needs, opportunities, improvements, 
strengths, and exceptions) analysis, this presentation highlights 
the shifting realities of community-engaged research and why 
project evaluation tools are necessary. Tiffanyjones1@spelman.
edu (TH-45)

___________________________

JONSSON, Emily, SPEARS, Michael, and O’MEARA, Sean (MOS 
Research), BLYTHE, Jeffrey (U Tulsa), VELARDE, Lisa (Jicarilla 
Apache Nation) Living With Gasbuggy: Nuclear Colonialism And 
Its Ongoing Impacts On The Jicarilla Apache Nation. Nuclear 
colonialism is a continuous process that shapes Indigenous 
lives, lands, and waters long after nuclear testing, extraction, 
production, or disposal has concluded. For the Jicarilla Apache 
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Nation, the legacy of Project Gasbuggy exemplifies these 
enduring dynamics. On December 10, 1967, the United States 
Atomic Energy Commission and partners detonated a nuclear 
device underground in northern New Mexico, one mile west 
of the Jicarilla Apache Reservation. Today, Jicarilla Apache 
cultural advisors perceive the detonation as linked to lasting 
environmental, health, and cultural impacts for the Nation. 
This paper centers Jicarilla Apache perspectives to demonstrate 
the ongoing consequences of nuclear colonialism. emily@
mosresearch.com (W-94)

___________________________

JORDAN, Logan Palmer, HAIRSTON, Lorraine, CORUM, Samuel, 
ALLEN, Reece, PHELPS, Ashley, and RENKERT, Sarah (Purdue U) 
Boilermaker Food Experiences: Navigating Insecurity, Creativity, 
And Connections On Campus. This ethnographic study draws 
on Photovoice interviews to examine how Purdue University 
students experience food in their daily lives. While food 
insecurity remains a significant challenge—shaped by economic 
need, time pressures, transportation barriers, and limited access 
to affordable groceries—students also revealed the joyful and 
creative dimensions of their food worlds. Their photos and 
narratives portray complex food realities that intertwine struggle 
with experimentation, nostalgia, and social connection. Even 
amid constraints, students make food meaningful, offering a 
richer understanding of campus food insecurity and the diverse 
ways it intersects with student wellbeing and community life. 
(Prerecorded)

___________________________

JOSEPH, Daniel (EKU) Applying Anthropology In A Globalized And 
Conflict-Ridden World. Applied anthropologists have long faced 
challenges in addressing real-world issues within unstable and 
often hostile environments. From colonial rule to world wars, 
and now to ongoing global conflicts, their work has frequently 
been constrained by external pressures. Today, fieldwork is 
increasingly complicated by violence and political unrest. These 
conditions often limit access and compromise research integrity. 
In today’s conflict-ridden world, how can applied anthropologists 
continue to engage with critical social issues when their fields 
of study are under constant threat? This paper explores these 
dilemmas by drawing on research I conducted with forced Haitian 
migrants in Anse-à-Pitres, Haiti, in 2015-2016. jodany52@gmail.
com (Prerecorded)

___________________________

KAHN, Emma (Brown U) Desert Densities: Nimbyism, Housing 
Advocacy, And The Politics Of Place In Albuquerque. This research 
examines how housing advocates in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
confront local opposition to housing densification. Amid a 
tightening post-COVID market, the city must add 55,000 units 
by 2045—a figure both fueling advocacy efforts and sparking 
intense NIMBY resistance. This paper traces entanglements of 
Albuquerque NIMBYism with fraught legacies of Southwestern 
sprawl, racialized dis/investment, and aestheticized desert 
romanticism. It also attends to enduring colonial trajectories 

that converge with postwar urban subjectivities in the project of 
territorial control. Ultimately, it situates Albuquerque’s housing 
crisis within broader negotiations of place-based character, 
framing it as an opportunity to reconfigure Southwestern 
planning traditions. emma_kahn@brown.edu (W-135)

___________________________

KALJEE, Linda Marie (Henry Ford Global Hlth Initiative), 
AHMEDANI, Brian (Henry Ford Behavioral Hlth Serv), and 
BAJRACHARYA, Deepak (Group for Technical Assistance, 
Kathmandu) Feasibility Study For Implementation Of A Youth-
Focused Zero Suicide Program In Nepal. Over 85% of suicide 
deaths among 15- to 24-year-olds occur in low- and middle-
income countries. The Zero Suicide model was developed and 
implemented in 2001 at Henry Ford Health (HFH). In 2024-2025, 
HFH, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Population 
and a local NGO, conducted a feasibility study to further identify 
pathways to implementation of the model within the structural, 
healthy system and socio-cultural context of Nepal. Qualitative 
data from the study will be presented from interviews with 
National government leaders, mental health specialists, 
educators, community health workers, police, youth organization 
leaders, and representatives from UNICEF. lkaljee1@hfhs.org 
(TH-12)

___________________________

KAMAU, Mercy, LINN, Colleen, and OWUOR, Patrick (Wayne State 
U) Hydro Colonialism: Rethinking Gender In Hydropower Projects. 
Hydropower projects are often viewed as a crucial solution to 
enhance global economic growth. In Africa, they significantly 
change natural resource management, impacting policies and 
livelihoods. Despite their vital societal role, women’s participation 
in hydropower projects is limited and underexplored. Using 
hydro colonialism, this project examined gender perspectives in 
the construction of the Thwake Dam in Makueni, Kenya. Findings 
indicate that women are underrepresented in conceptualization, 
design, implementation, and utilization of hydropower projects. 
Questions are raised about the ethical and governance issues 
related to women’s participation in hydropower projects, 
challenging policymakers and funders to prioritize gender 
inclusivity in energy infrastructure projects. hv1536@wayne.edu 
(S-34)

___________________________

KAMAU, Mercy (Wayne State U), LOWE, Sammy and ONYANGO, 
Elizabeth (U Alberta SPH), OWUOR, Patrick (Wayne State U) 
Exploring Gender Equity In Food Insecurity And Health Among 
Informal Food Vendors In Kisumu, Kenya: A Qualitative Study. 
Food insecurity remains a critical global issue, with informal food 
vendors playing a paradoxical role. In sub-Saharan Africa, this 
situation is exacerbated by economic instability, restricted access 
to credit, inadequate market infrastructure, exposure to health 
risks, household gender inequalities, and weak social protection 
systems. Using cross-sectional survey data, this study examines 
the intersection of gender equity, food insecurity, and health 
during crisis contexts such as the COVID-19 pandemic. Results 
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show that women in more gender-equal households experience 
less food insecurity and better health. This research underscores 
gender equity as a protective factor and a transformative critical 
policy priority. hv1536@wayne.edu (F-14)

___________________________

KAMRATH, Barry (UTC) Becoming The Work: An Autoethnographic 
Immersion From Ivory Tower To Inner-City School. This 
autoethnographic study documents the author’s transition 
from university faculty to school administrator in a high-
needs urban setting. Immersion in this leadership role for one 
semester provided firsthand insight into institutional dynamics, 
organizational stressors, and cultural dissonance affecting public 
education. The research explores how academic leadership 
theories align and conflict with the lived realities of school 
administration, addressing issues of positionality, credibility, and 
ethical engagement. Findings challenge traditional separations 
between scholarship and practice, offering implications for 
leadership preparation programs. The work advances applied 
anthropology by illustrating the transformative potential of deeply 
embedded research in complex organizational environments. 
barry-kamrath@utc.edu (S-01)

___________________________

KARCHMER, Eric (Nat’l Taiwan U) Healing Children With Chinese 
Medicine: Transcorporeal Strategies For Living In A Dangerous 
World. In the context of unfettered development in an unstable 
world, how can we protect vulnerable bodies? Focusing on two 
conditions—Tourette’s syndrome and precocious puberty—I 
argue that doctors of Chinese medicine offer three techniques 
for healing bodies and restoring connections to the world. First, 
doctors show that even small lifestyle adjustments can have 
large effects on the health of their patients. Second, treatment 
strategies focus on bricolage and tinkering, rather than a single 
“magic bullet.” Lastly, doctors move between ontological realms, 
blending both Chinese medicine and biomedicine to help families 
navigate a dangerous world. eikarchmer@gmail.com (F-33)

___________________________

KASHIM, Zainab Iman (CSUDH) Rehabilitation As Community 
Healing: Linking Therapy, Advocacy, And Violence Recovery. 
This ethnographic project on a hospital in Los Angeles County 
investigates how mentorship, therapy, and violence recovery 
initiatives redefine rehabilitation beyond physical recovery. 
Through staff interviews, it demonstrates how care is fostered 
through advocacy and emotional resilience. The study explores 
how programs facilitate healing and identity reconstruction 
for those facing disability. Through ethnographic observation, 
interviews, and discourse analysis, it examines how professionals 
and community advocates merge clinical and social recovery 
approaches. By linking rehabilitation with violence recovery, the 
research enhances medical anthropology by highlighting how 
institutions promote collective healing and reimagine care as a 
community-driven practice. zainabkashim2001@gmail.com (TH-
14)

___________________________

KAUR, Karman (Butler U) The Ancestry Of Black Doulas. 
Throughout the centuries, Black women gave birth, supported 
by those within their community as a strategy for survival during 
enslavement and beyond. These community women and grand 
midwives were the females who advocated for pregnant women, 
helped assuage their fears, and supported them through one of 
the most challenging times of their lives. Many Black doulas now 
cite these ancestral roots as an important part of their work. This 
paper examines the themes that emerged from 26 interviews 
with Black doulas to discuss how doulas understand their history 
and ancestry as important parts of their current work. kkaur3@
butler.edu (W-06)

___________________________

KEBEDE, Kassahun (EWU) Addis Ababa’s Drive To Become The 
“Dubai Of Africa”: Corridor Development, Displacement, And 
Debate. Cities across Africa face challenges from rapid urbanization, 
sparking debate over livability. Addis Ababa’s massive Corridor 
Development Project aims to transform the capital into the “Dubai 
of Africa” by upgrading infrastructure and creating livable urban 
spaces. The project has achieved major milestones in modernizing 
the city but has also triggered controversy due to the displacement 
of thousands and threats to historic neighborhoods. The paper 
highlights complex issues around urban renewal, identity, and the 
influence of international investors. This presentation explores the 
intersections of modernization, displacement, livelihoods, and the 
future of urban centers in Africa’s evolving cities. kkebede@ewu.
edu (W-135)

___________________________

KEBEDE, Kassahun and ADDISWA, Tadesse (EWU) Identity, 
Community, And Mental Well-Being Among Second-Generation 
Ethiopian American Adolescents In Spokane, Washington. 
Immigrants and their children settling in non-gateway cities 
face unique challenges. They have limited culturally appropriate 
services and fewer co-ethnic networks. This study explores 
second-generation Ethiopian American adolescents in Spokane, 
Washington, focusing on their identity development and mental 
well-being amid experiences of racialization and adaptation. 
Using mixed methods and in-depth case studies, it reveals that 
parents actively foster Ethiopian American identity to ground 
them in their culture and community. Despite limited diversity 
and challenges, these adolescents adapt and find belonging 
through community engagement. This research highlights 
evolving immigrant experiences shaped by local and broader 
societal contexts beyond gateway cities. kkebede@ewu.edu, 
atadesse@ewu.edu (F-37)

___________________________

KERKHOF, Frances (U Denver) Who Tells Our Stories?: A 
Systematic Analysis Of Museum-Community Collaboration 
Examining LGBTQIA2S+ Identity Representation In Exhibition 
Design. Historically, people who identify as LGBTQIA2S+ have 
been scrutinized. With some current political conversations 
focusing on the villainization of the LGBTQIA2S+ community, 
this research aims to understand and highlight community 
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collaboration in exhibition development, ensuring an accurate 
representation of LGBTQIA2S+ experiences in northeastern 
Wisconsin. By collecting perspectives of staff and community 
partners, the research focuses on both the behind-the-scenes 
creation and public interactions of the exhibit hosted at the 
Neville Public Museum titled Telling Our Stories: LGBTQ+ Voices 
of Northeastern Wisconsin. The findings from this research will 
contribute to conversations about the representation of the 
LGBTQIA2S+ community in northeastern Wisconsin. (W-61)

___________________________

KHAN, Abhishek (SCAD) A Pluriversal Design Strategy To Integrate 
Indigenous Knowledge Structures For Developing Bottom-Up 
Approaches To Policy Design. This thesis offers a pluriversal, design-
oriented perspective on integrating Indigenous epistemologies 
into policy design processes. By embracing diverse knowledge 
systems and centering Indigenous ways of knowing–being, the 
research reimagines how policy can be more inclusive, relational, 
and co-creative. For many Indigenous communities, knowledge is 
not abstract—it is holistic and mutualistic with nature, contrasting 
sharply with dominant Western notions of duality and dominion. 
The study explores the paradigm shift from modernity’s hegemonic 
frameworks toward a pluriverse of socio-natural configurations. It 
challenges the current policy-making systems that remain reliant 
on technocratic top-down approaches, excluding the voices of 
those directly affected. abkhan21@student.scad.edu (S-37)

___________________________

KHAN, Aryaana and RADONIC, Lucero (NAU) Liquid Boundaries: 
Graywater Governance In The Southwestern And Western U.S. 
This paper examines how graywater governance reflects broader 
relationships between policy design, climate adaptation, and 
institutional flexibility across Arizona, California, and Colorado. 
Through a content analysis of state and municipal policy materials, 
the research traces how codes and regulations have evolved and 
how differences in rulemaking shape opportunities for graywater 
adoption. Findings highlight the contrasts between flexible 
and rigid governance models, revealing how regulatory design 
mediates adaptation capacity in water-stressed regions and what 
this means for building more equitable and participatory water 
systems. ak3292@nau.edu (W-04)

___________________________

KHAN, Hamda (Memphis Muslim Med Clinic & St. Jude Children’s 
Rsch Hosp), KHAN, Shan (Memphis Muslim Med Clinic), HADIDI, 
Zaid (U Memphis), and MANNAN, Yasmeen (Emory U) Faith, 
Precarity, And The Moral Economy Of Care At A Charity Clinic In 
Memphis. Drawing on ethnographic interviews with patients, 
volunteers, and providers, this paper investigates how care is 
organized and experienced at a faith-inspired charity clinic in 
Memphis operating under conditions of chronic scarcity. For 
some, access is mediated through kinship and community ties, 
while for others, it emerges through professional ambitions. 
Across roles, participants describe the clinic as not only a site 
of medical treatment but also a space of ethical commitment, 
grounded in Islamic values of service and extending across class, 

religion, and citizenship. By pairing operational challenges with 
these ethical practices, the study offers insights for advancing 
equity and sustainability in community-based healthcare. (W-97)

___________________________

KHAN, Uthman (U Alberta) Caught In The Loop: Resonance, 
Entrapment, And The Anthropology Of Art. This paper reimagines 
Alfred Gell’s theory of art as a “trap” by introducing the concept 
of the resonant trap, a fusion of Gell’s anthropology of art with 
affect theory. Rather than static objects, artworks are dynamic 
systems that capture, reverberate, and reanimate affect across 
bodies, media, and time. Through case studies of Coptic icons 
and trance music, I show how enchantment becomes feedback, 
transforming capture into continuity. By tracing how resonance 
sustains agency beyond the moment of encounter, this paper 
reframes art as an anthropological feedback loop where emotion, 
matter, and culture co-constitute one another in enduring 
vibration. uthman@ualberta.ca (Prerecorded)

___________________________

KHATWA, Anjana (Independent) Readings From The New Book 
The Whispers Of Rock. The Whispers of Rock: The Stories That 
Stone Tells About Our World and Our Lives is a non-fiction book 
by award-winning earth scientist Dr. Anjana Khatwa. The book 
explores the deep history and significance of rocks, weaving 
together scientific understanding with Indigenous lore to reveal 
how our lives are connected to the Earth’s ancient stories. The 
talk uses examples from diverse locations, such as the pounamu 
of New Zealand and the megaliths of Stonehenge, to show how 
rocks, though seemingly inert, are pulsing with life and meaning. 
anjanakhatwa@gmail.com (TH-123)

___________________________

KIM, Andrea (Teachers Coll Columbia U) Disrupting The Carceral 
Common Sense Through Storytelling And Co-Creation. This paper 
reimagines applied anthropology’s role in contesting the racialized 
“truths” that have long governed public schooling. Through 
archival research, participatory mapping, walking interviews, 
and collaborative freedom dreaming with alumni from two 
New York City high schools with contrasting security regimes, 
it traces how carceral logics of safety have been historically 
constructed, justified, and normalized as moral imperatives. 
Centering storytelling, abolitionist praxis, and co-creation, the 
study treats anthropology as both method and movement—an 
ethical, politically engaged practice that confronts institutional 
power while collaboratively imagining new vocabularies of care, 
accountability, and collective safety with those most affected by 
school securitization. ak3996@tc.columbia.edu (TH-126)

___________________________

KIPER, Jordan (UAB) Applied Anthropology And The Politics Of 
Rights: Increasing Public Support To Address Human Rights 
Violations In The United States. Although numerous surveys 
assess general attitudes toward human rights, few examine 
support for addressing actual violations in the United States. 
Drawing on cognitive anthropology and demographically 
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balanced survey data (n=320) from across the nation, this study 
finds that support for addressing violations is influenced by prior 
rights knowledge, participation in rights activities, and the social 
identities of supporters and victims. Still, most Americans exhibit 
parochial altruism and overestimate their rights knowledge. To 
bridge current political and racial divides, this study advocates 
two applied solutions: increasing public understanding of human 
rights law and awareness of vulnerabilities to rights violations. 
jkiper@uab.edu (W-91)

___________________________

KIPLAGAT, Joyce and GOKIERT, Rebecca (U Alberta), OWUOR, 
Patrick (Wayne State U), ONYANGO, Elizabeth (U Alberta) 
Fragmented Policies And Policy Blind Spots To Informal Food 
Vendors’ Identities: An Intersectionality-Based Policy Analysis 
Of The COVID-19 Pandemic Control Measures. Women in 
informal food businesses in Kisumu City operate in precarious 
conditions that were exacerbated by COVID-19. Despite their 
important role in urban household food security, the formulation 
and implementation of the COVID-19 control policies did 
not consider women’s unique roles and needs. Guided by 
the Intersectionality-Based Policy Analysis framework, we 
explored gender responsiveness of the control policies and the 
experiences of female informal food vendors in Kisumu City, 
Kenya. Our findings reveal that policies ignored women vendors’ 
intersecting identities, excluded them from policy processes, 
resulting in gender-insensitive policies. Inclusive and gender-
sensitive policies are vital for resilient urban food system. 
jkiplaga@ualberta.ca (Prerecorded)

___________________________

KIPLAGAT, Joyce and GOKIERT, Rebecca (U Alberta), OWUOR, 
Patrick (Wayne State U), ONYANGO, Elizabeth (U Alberta) 
An Intersectionality-Based Policy Analysis Of Post-COVID-19 
Recovery Policies And Gendered Impacts On Women Informal 
Food Vendors In Kisumu City, Kenya. COVID-19 recovery 
strategies have been criticized for failing to address gender 
disparities between male and female business owners. Despite 
women’s informal food vendors’ crucial role in sustaining 
urban household food security, limited evidence exists on their 
experiences with such policies in secondary cities of the Global 
South. This study examined gender gaps in post-pandemic 
policies and their implications for women vendors in Kisumu 
City. Findings revealed women’s exclusion from policy decision-
making, prioritization of formal male-dominated sectors, and 
limited access to credit, which further marginalized them. 
Gender-responsive policies are essential for ensuring food 
security, health, and household wellbeing in future crises. 
jkiplaga@ualberta.ca (Prerecorded)

___________________________

KIŠ, Adam (Burman U), WERE, Edwin (Moi U), MAKHANU, Elijah 
(ADRA Kenya), KARANJA, Martha Mukami (NASCOP), OLSON, 
Ammon and BUTT, Julia (Burman U) The Lived Experience Of Child 
Marriage In Turkana County, Kenya. More than 1/3 of women 
and girls in Turkana County, Kenya, get married before the age of 

18. We conducted in-depth interviews with 82 married females 
to understand the lived experience of child, early, and forced 
marriage (CEFM), particularly in contrast to typical Turkana 
marriages. Turkana wives married before the age of 18 face 
mental, physical, and educational challenges to a significantly 
greater degree than those married at 18 or older. Our findings 
paint a portrait of the nature of CEFM as it is currently practiced 
in Turkana County and point to potential opportunities to fight it. 
adamkis@gmail.com (Prerecorded)

___________________________

KLINE, Nolan (UCF), FULMER, Linda, JOHNSON, Tamara, 
HERRERA, Jesse, and YATES, Grace Maynard (Healthy 
Tarrant County Collaboration), DAVIS, Jaya (Bowman Group), 
MANZANO, Russell, and MARGARITIS, Whitney (UCF) Designing 
A Structural Intervention To Address Policing-Related Harms In 
Tarrant County, Texas. Policing and incarceration are associated 
with adverse physical and mental health outcomes. Police use 
of force and overall contact are not equally distributed among 
all populations. The consequences of policing and arrest lead 
to adverse outcomes across the life course, including increased 
risk for substance abuse, depression, and suicide. To address the 
consequences of policing and incarceration, our team designed 
a structural intervention informed by the PRECEDE-PROCEED 
model of intervention development in a North Texas county with 
over 2 million residents. We describe findings from a community 
assessment, detail a pilot intervention, and discuss the benefits 
of ethnography in community-based interventions. nolan.kline@
ucf.edu (F-73)

___________________________

KLIPOWICZ, Caleb (Coastal Carolina U) and CARBINE, Melanie 
(U Iowa) Translation, Interpretation, And Advocacy?: Challenges 
And Opportunities For Bilingual Marshallese Language Workers In 
The U.S. In this presentation, our team shares initial ethnographic 
findings from a community-based project to identify and 
address current barriers to training and certifying Marshallese-
speaking interpreters and translators in the U.S. Interviews 
with Marshallese language workers (N=12) reveals a range of 
strategies for navigating complex social and ethical conundrums 
in clinics, courts, and schools and demonstrate the on-going need 
for developing in-language, culturally sensitive training programs 
moving forward. We show how Marshallese commitments to 
advocacy, reciprocity, and community relationships relate to the 
pragmatics of interpretation/translation in practice and exist 
in tension with dominant language ideologies that prioritize 
“objectivity” over relationality. klipowicz@coastal.edu (F-62)

___________________________

KNAUER, Lisa Maya (UMass Dartmouth) Immigrant Worker 
Agency In The Age Of Trump 2.0. On March 10, 2025, ICE agents 
raided a New Bedford, Massachusetts, car wash, arresting 
three Guatemalan men—exactly 18 years after ICE raided a 
local garment factory, detaining 361. Since the inauguration, 
ICE has detained over 60 community members, sending shock 
waves throughout the immigrant population. Nonetheless, 
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immigrant workers continue to organize against exploitation 
and abuse, petitioning employers to refuse entry to ICE, and 
winning substantial settlements. This paper, based on nearly two 
decades of ethnographic witnessing and accompaniment with 
Central American immigrants, explores the impact of Trump’s 
mass deportation program alongside the complex contours of 
immigrant worker agency. lknauer@umassd.edu (TH-132)

___________________________

KOCH, Seth (IUP) In The Hands Of The People: The Persistence 
Of Folk Healing In Northern Appalachia. This study explores folk 
healing in Northern Appalachia, with a focus on how herbalism, 
home cures, and faith healing have played an important role in 
health care for vulnerable groups such as women and children in 
a region of government neglect. This study is motivated by the 
historic neglect of Appalachian health care and how Appalachians 
practice alternative healing as a forgotten people. Through a year 
of ethnographic research, including participant observation and 
semi-structured interviews, this research will explore the role 
folk healing has played, with a focus on women’s and children’s 
health in Northern Appalachia. (W-63)

___________________________

KONING, Haley, SIBSON-TUAN, Elizabeth, and YONG, Yeqing 
(Samuel Merritt U) Nurses Collaborate With The School Of 
Social Work To Provide Holistic Care For Unhoused Individuals. 
This project explores experiential pedagogy at Samuel Merritt 
University, where nursing and social work students collaborate to 
provide care for unhoused individuals. Through clinical outreach—
vital sign monitoring, wound care, health education, and 
medical navigation—students engage deeply with marginalized 
communities. This approach mirrors anthropological practice 
by fostering empathy, observational acuity, and contextual 
responsiveness. Students learn to “meet people where they are,” 
gaining both clinical competencies and social scientific insight. 
By integrating applied anthropology into everyday training, the 
program cultivates practitioners equipped to address social 
determinants of health and advocate for holistic, culturally 
attuned care. hkoning@samuelmerritt.edu (W-38)

___________________________

KRAMER, Clare (Bellarmine U) An Ethnographic Exploration Of 
The Relationship Between Place-Based Music, Emotion, And 
Environmental Care. This research explores the potential of music 
to evoke emotions about places in a way that may motivate a 
deeper connection and sense of responsibility toward the 
natural world. In a society founded on extractive land relations 
and increasingly disconnected from place, there is a need for 
creative ways to reconnect people with place and strengthen 
motivation for environmental care. I combine scholarly insights 
from cultural anthropology, psychology, and human geography 
with ethnographic research to explore how lyrics with place and 
environmental themes can motivate pro-environmental behavior 
by increasing place-attachment and connection to nature. 
ckramer06@bellarmine.edu (TH-92)

___________________________

KRAMER, Eva (Bellarmine U) Exploring Multigenerational 
Connections To Place Through Ethnographic Storytelling. 
This paper combines the disciplines of anthropology, human 
geography, and creative writing to explore people’s emotional 
connection to place and how it evolves and/or is disrupted 
over time and across generations. Scholarly research and 
ethnographic methods inspired a series of ethnographic 
fiction stories meant to bring attention to important current 
environmental issues and counter the damaging narratives 
of extraction and profit-making that dominate the human 
relationship with the environment in Western societies. These 
works of place-based ethnographic fiction, by humanizing 
abstract issues and connecting to emotion through narrative, 
have the potential to nurture environmental values and 
motivate change. ekramer3@bellarmine.edu (TH-92)

___________________________

KREPS, Christina (U Denver) Connecting Spirituality And 
Ecocultural Conservation Through A Museum Object. Museum 
collections can be a remarkable resource for exploring human 
relationships to natural and more-than-human worlds and 
rediscovering sustainable practices. I describe how my encounter 
with the Dayak “spirit house” collected in 1908 in Borneo, now 
in the Smithsonian Natural History Museum, has led me on a 
journey of inquiry into connections between spirituality and 
ecocultural conservation—past, present, and future. I consider 
how beliefs in guardian spirits and other invisible forces, as well 
as taboos and customary law, have been mechanisms for cultural 
and environmental conservation based on my long-term research 
in Kalimantan, Indonesia. christina.kreps@du.edu (F-66)

___________________________

KRUEGER, Indra (Westminster U) Aromanticizing Scholarship. 
Scholarship on aromanticism and aromantic people is sparse. I 
collected and reviewed multiple disciplines’ nascent literature 
on aromanticism to explore how scholars are telling aromantic 
stories. The assumptions, or “culturally accepted frames” which 
constrain our lives, show up in scholarship–even in spaces meant 
to be critical (Bamberg, 2024). Scholars reproduce blurring 
narratives that confuse asexuality, aromanticism, romance, and 
sex. I draw on critical disability theory to look at interstitial spaces 
between aromanticism and disability rather than rejecting 
disability outright. I ask how we can better understand both a 
theoretical and embodied sense of aromanticism, where we can 
create and reject relationalities. ibkbluemoon@gmail.com (TH-
38)

___________________________

KUGO, Yoko (U Alaska) Iliamna Lake (Nanvarpak, Nila Vena) 
Native And Local Place Names, Alaska: Trust And Name 
Complexity. Iliamna Lake, which is the largest freshwater lake 
in Alaska, lies 362 km (225 mi) southwest of Anchorage, in 
southwest Alaska. Today, five communities lie on the shores of 
the lake: Pedro Bay, Iliamna, Newhalen, Kokhanok, and Igiugig. 
The people of Levelock, a community on the Kvichak River, have 
close ties to Iliamna Lake. Descendants of the five cultural groups 
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include Dena’ina, Central Yupiit, Sugpiaq (Alutiit), Russians, and 
northern Europeans. The toponyms surrounding the lake reflect 
these cultural groups but are dominated by the English language 
settlers who dominate the production and modification of place 
names. ykugo@alaska.edu (TH-63)

___________________________

KUNSTADTER, Peter (Independent) When Do Socioeconomic 
Characteristics Overcome Cultural Differences In HIV Knowledge 
And Behavior? Residents of ethnically homogeneous Chinese, 
Hmong, Lahu, Northern Thai, and Tai Yai communities share 
natural and health service environments but are significantly 
different in knowledge of HIV transmission (e.g., blood) and 
misinformation (e.g., mosquito bite), prevention and treatment, 
and in intended avoidance of People Living With HIV (e.g., avoid 
touching). Analysis of this natural experimental setting shows 
which socioeconomic variables overcome some of the ethnic 
differences (e.g., education, Thai language), and which ethnic 
variation remains despite controlling for socioeconomic variables 
(e.g., median income). Results also suggest policy implications 
for the next epidemic. (e.g., education, Thai language ability, 
occupation, income, religion). peter.kunstadter@gmail.com (W-
97)

___________________________

KWIATKOWSKI, Lynn (CO State U) Hope In The Face Of Gender-
Based Violence: Alleviating Impacts Of Domestic Violence In 
Vietnam. Women experiencing domestic violence in Vietnam 
have difficulty ending or escaping their husbands’ violence and 
their own despair. When women seek assistance for domestic 
violence from government authorities, cultural ideologies and 
institutional forces often present barriers to ending the abuse 
despite a recently revised domestic violence law. To address 
these sociocultural obstacles, local entities in Vietnam attempt 
to alleviate the women’s suffering by implementing alternative 
approaches. In this paper, I assess ways one small innovative 
program, with local and international support, works to instill 
hope in and foster new intersecting economic and emotional 
beginnings for abused women. Lynn.Kwiatkowski@colostate.edu 
(F-02)

___________________________

KYRIACOU, Peter (USF) The Tourism Trap: Tourism Development 
and Democratic Violence in the Dominican Republic. This paper 
examines the relationship between tourism development 
and democratic violence in the Dominican Republic, using 
the renovation of Sosúa Beach as a case study. Paradoxically, 
tourism has caused violence, despite its promotion as a 
development strategy by the Dominican authorities. This paper 
analyzes development through the lens of dependency theory. 
Examining the role of local elites in fostering development, 
this paper discusses violence in the Dominican democracy, and 
its relationship to the tourism industry. This paper explores 
the history of Sosúa and discusses the reasons, both real and 
imagined, for its economic stagnation. This study contributes to 
understanding the complex dynamics between development, 

democracies, and violence in Latin America, and reveals the 
dynamic boundaries between the public and private sector when 
conducting development. peterkyriacou@usf.edu (TH-09)

___________________________

LAMOREAUX, Janelle (U Arizona) Fertile Futures: Cultivating 
The Everyday Practice Of Collaborative Anthropology. How do 
anthropologists at various scholarly levels working within U.S. 
higher education conduct collaborative ethnographic research 
around questions of reproduction and the environment? How 
do such anthropological projects adjust to current events, 
bureaucratic hiccups, and expectations of research productivity? 
What everyday practices make collaborations successful 
and sometimes difficult? This paper situates and reflects on 
the everyday practices of the Collaborative Anthropology of 
Reproduction and the Environment Lab, with attention to the 
habits, rituals, and everyday modes of engagement that make 
such research rewarding. These include how the CARE Lab carves 
out institutional space, thinks collectively, and cultivates a caring 
environment. jlamoreaux@arizona.edu (S-44)

___________________________

LANE, Sandra D. and RUBINSTEIN, Robert A. (Syracuse U) 
Neighborhood Violence As A Social Determinant Of Community 
Mental Health Challenges. Using a life course approach, we 
examine gun violence as a social determinant of mental health 
by analyzing two decades of research and community service 
in Syracuse, NY. Done in collaboration with our community 
partner, Street Addiction Institute, Inc., our findings indicate 
that Syracuse residents experience elevated rates of post-
traumatic stress disorder, perinatal depression, and lower 
school performance at all stages of the life-course. Additionally, 
professionals working with the affected communities also report 
experiencing secondary trauma. We recommend evidence-based 
community interventions, developed in collaboration with the 
affected communities, to support the communities in reducing 
this suffering. sdlane@syr.edu (W-67)

___________________________

LANGRI, Khando (Stanford U) The Pastoral Homeland: Beauty, 
Care, And Intimate Archive In A Tibetan Refugee Town. How 
does memory of beauty materially alter landscapes? While 
Tibetans in Dharamshala have been displaced from the land of 
Tibet for generations, memories of “beautiful country” continue 
to animate contemporary exiled life. Rather than a form of 
memorialization that relegates the occupied homeland to a space 
of romanticized past, I venture that memory of beauty emerges 
as a form of care for land outside of land, a pastoralism that 
allows a displaced Indigenous community to continue to form 
intimate relationships to the land. I draw from stories, altars, 
circle dances, and contemporary artworks to create an intimate 
archive of beauty. (S-39)

___________________________

LARSSON, Simon (Uppsala U) Celebrating Creation On The 
Colorado River. Ancient, pecked figures and symbols were placed 
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on a high rock wall that is physically next to the Colorado River 
and just south of a traditional Native American geotrail where 
it crosses the Colorado River near Moab, Utah, USA. Based on 
ethnographic interviews with tribal and pueblo representatives, 
the rock peckings identify an ancient ceremonial geosite, 
which has, among other purposes, the Celebration of Creation. 
A geologically complex and ancient cultural heritage region 
composed of functionally interrelated nested geoscapes 
surrounds the study area. The analysis is informed by ethnographic 
interviews from six U.S. federally funded studies that involved 13 
participating tribes and pueblos. The analysis uses an intellectual 
frame that reflects world-recognized United Nations heritage 
concepts: geosite, geotrails, and geoscapes. New meanings, 
theoretical perspectives, and management approaches derive 
from these U.N. heritage concepts. simon.r.larsson@crs.uu.se 
(TH-63)

___________________________

LARSSON, Simon and SJÖLANDER-LINDQVIST, Annelie (U 
Gothenburg) Trust, Mandates, And The Meaning Of Risk: 
Comparing Industry And Government Views In Swedish 
Hydropower Collaboration. Drawing on 120 interviews with 
Swedish hydropower operators and county administrators, 
this paper applies a relational theory of risk to examine how 
collaboration is differently perceived across governance roles. 
Operators frame risk through dependence and mistrust—
seeing regulatory actors as unpredictable partners threatening 
continuity and investment. County administrators, by contrast, 
define risk as procedural fragility: unclear mandates, inconsistent 
participation, and public accountability. These divergent framings 
reveal risk not as an objective condition but as a relationship of 
obligation and recognition. The analysis highlights how applied 
anthropology can bridge institutional perspectives to improve 
environmental governance and cross-sector trust. simon.
larsson@gu.se (S-34)

___________________________

LASTRA-LANDA, Dafne and FLORES-FLORES, Oscar (CIEN USMP), 
OTERO-OYAGUE, Diego (UARM), CRUZ-RIQUELME, Tatiana (CIEN 
UARM), PATIÑO, Vanessa (Asoc Benéfica PRISMA), VALLE, Ruben 
(USMP), PARODI, Jose and CASTILLO, Ana Lucía (CIEN USMP), 
GALLO, Joseph (Bloomberg SPPH JHU), STEINMAN, Lesley (UW 
HPRC) Cultural Adaptation Of The VIDACTIVA Intervention For 
Older Adults With Depression In Peru. In Peru, only one in five older 
adults needing mental health care receives support. To address this 
issue, we developed VIDACTIVA, a community-based intervention 
for older adults experiencing depression. This paper describes our 
adaptation of core components from the Program to Encourage 
Active, Rewarding Lives (PEARLS) to a low-resource urban setting 
in Lima. Informed by older adults, community health workers, and 
health providers, these adaptations enhanced the feasibility and 
acceptability of our intervention. We reflect on lessons learned 
and challenges faced during a three-year adaptation process and 
discuss how cultural adaptation can strengthen mental health 
delivery in low-resource contexts. (TH-12)

___________________________

LAUER, Matthew (SDSU) Hybrid Forums And Marine Resource 
Management In French Polynesia. This paper discusses the 
lessons learned from a project on Moorea, French Polynesia, 
where anthropologists collaborated with ecologists and local 
communities to evaluate the health of the coral reef fishery. 
It details a three-day workshop where fishers were asked 
to accompany ecologists and comment on their activities as 
the ecologists conducted underwater fish surveys. This was 
followed by meetings with managers, fishers, and scientists, 
where debates emerged about the validity of the scientific 
methods for assessing fish abundance. Similar to Callon’s 
notion of the hybrid forum, the anthropologists attempted 
to work with differences of opinion, facilitate a diversity of 
participation, and cultivate iterative provisional conclusions 
about how to effectively manage the island’s coral reef fishery. 
mlauer@sdsu.edu (S-03)

___________________________

LAWSON CLARK, Sherri (WFU) An Ethnographic Study Of Housing 
Stability In A Low-Wealth Community. Housing is a human 
necessity, yet the global housing crisis persists. This paper uses 
an anti-deficit model (to poverty) and explores resilience through 
the stories of five first-time homebuyers residing in high-poverty 
neighborhoods in the Southeast. Over an 18-month period, I 
examined the facilitators and barriers to housing stability as well 
as the decision-making processes of low-wealth families that 
lead to stable housing. The analysis is conceptually guided by the 
homeplace, a multilayered, nuanced family process anchored in 
a defined physical space that elicits feelings of empowerment, 
commitment, ownership, rootedness, safety, and renewal among 
family members. clarksl@wfu.edu (W-135)

___________________________

LEAL, Jack (U Puget Sound) THE ILLIBERAL ARTS Testing The Liberal 
Arts Tradition: A Case Study. This paper presents the initial findings 
of an ongoing project exploring the current state of liberal arts 
education at a private liberal arts college. While the liberal arts 
have long emphasized critical thinking, civic engagement, and 
moral reasoning, their practical implementation may have drifted 
from these ideals. Using ethnographic observation and semi-
structured interviews, this study examines how students, faculty, 
and administrators interpret and enact the college’s mission, 
asking how—and to what extent—campuses like the one studied 
have diverged from these principles. Preliminary findings suggest 
that ambiguous purpose and vocational pressures contribute to 
a culture increasingly detached from liberal arts foundations. 
jleal@pugetsound.edu edu (W-102)

___________________________ 

LE CADRE, Edith (L’Institut Agro Rennes-Angers) Rural-Urban 
Interlinkages For Extreme Heat Adaptation. Rural landscapes in 
Europe are under a deep transformation, driven by urbanization, 
making them typical examples of complex dynamic biocultural, 
multifunctional landscapes to be considered when imagining 
climate adaptation. A transdisciplinary framework rooted in 
structural equation modelling will be presented to analyze the 
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evolution of the Knowledge-Attitude-Behavior of stakeholders. 
Causality lens, sensu statistical inference, between the effect of 
heat waves on ecosystem functioning as a lever of awareness 
and a mediation tool will be discussed. This communication will 
enhance discussion about the importance of identifying early 
signals of complex socio-ecosystem trajectories and dynamics 
to reinforce resilience dynamics and balance technological and 
nature-based solutions. edith.lecadre@agrocampus-ouest.fr (F-
36)

___________________________

LEE, Goeun (DePauw U) Preserving Institutional Memories Of 
Sustainability: A Case Of A Student-Led Oral History Archive 
Project. Who and what do we remember when it comes to 
sustainability projects at higher education institutions? This 
paper shares a case of an oral history archive on sustainability 
initiatives, created with my Environmental Anthropology 
students at DePauw University, Indiana, in Spring 2024. The 
students interviewed faculty and staff who had been involved 
in sustainability initiatives at DePauw, creating a digital archive 
now housed in the university library and available to the 
public. Through this student-led project, students employed 
anthropological research methods to create a public resource 
that acknowledged the contributions of community members 
and preserved institutional memory. goeunlee@depauw.edu (F-
66)

___________________________

LEE, Remy (Hotchkiss Sch) A Study On The Indigenous Knowledge 
Of The Jeju Haenyeo Community. This study investigated the 
Indigenous knowledge of the Haenyeo community in Jeju Island, 
South Korea. Field interviews were conducted; qualitative analysis 
was used to identify Indigenous knowledge. Findings show the 
Haenyeo utilize native plants for various purposes; verbally 
interact with dolphins and venerate sea turtles; and produce 
new knowledge about changing marine ecosystems. This study 
contributes to ecological and anthropological knowledge by 
recording the Indigenous knowledge of Haenyeo, whose culture 
is recognized as an Intangible Cultural Heritage by UNESCO. In 
the future, anthropologists must explore Indigenous knowledge 
extensively to encourage sustainable, human-centric, and 
effective approaches to environmental issues and policymaking. 
remy.w.lee@gmail.com (Prerecorded)

___________________________

LEE, Tina (UW Stout) Fighting Polarization, Building Power, 
And Working For Everyday People: Evidence From Grassroots 
Organizing In Wisconsin. The current U.S. political moment is 
marked by increasing polarization, declining trust, and often 
low levels of political engagement. In Wisconsin, a grassroots 
organization is attempting to address these trends and build 
a base of support for local-level changes that will benefit 
everyday people. In this presentation, I share results from 
interviews with individuals involved with the organization’s 
housing justice campaign. I will discuss why they chose to 
get involved, what they learned through their work, and how 

their views about politics and power shifted. Implications 
for addressing inequality and maintaining strong democratic 
institutions in the U.S. will be shared. leetina@uwstout.edu 
(W-135)

___________________________

LESLEY, Elena (USF) Telegram Therapy And Psy-Influencers: 
Adaptation Of Digital Mental Health Services In Cambodia. This 
paper examines the growth of digital mental health services 
in Cambodia, a country that still has the lowest concentration 
of doctors and nurses in Southeast Asia, but where access to 
smartphones has rapidly expanded in the last decade. With 
material drawn from the PI’s over 20 years of experience working 
in Cambodia, as well as data from an ongoing NSF-funded study 
on digital mental health, it takes a holistic approach to questions 
of adaptation. In addition to the adaptation of “face-to-face” 
services to the virtual environment, the paper also examines 
the cultural and contextual specificities of adaptation in the 
contemporary Cambodian therapeutic landscape. eslesley@usf.
edu (TH-12)

___________________________

LESLEY, Gary (Growingdome in the Clouds Fdn & MSU Mankato) A 
Growing Dome in the Clouds of Everest: An Applied Anthropology 
Project in the High Himalaya. This applied anthropology project 
addresses acute winter food insecurity threatening a remote 
Shar-wa (Sherpa) community and the Sir Edmund Hillary 
School in Nepal’s high Himalaya. Responding to the principal’s 
vision, the strategy integrates Indigenous knowledge with 
applied anthropological methodologies, including ethnography 
and feasibility studies, to implement a 42-foot solar geodesic 
growing dome for year-round cultivation. Community-endorsed, 
this interventional initiative in agriculture serves to enhance 
nutritional well-being and food sovereignty. The project details 
a business plan, fundraising strategies, and ethno-sensitive 
policies, proposing a sustainable, regenerative model for eco-
sensitive agriculture in the high Himalaya and analogous remote 
regions globally. gary@lesleyleads.com (F-122)

___________________________

LI, Xiaoyue (SMU) Climate Change And The Akha Food System: 
Indigenous Knowledge, Biocultural Diversity, And Food Security In 
Yunnan, China. This paper examines how climate change reshapes 
the Akha traditional food system in Yunnan, China, drawing on the 
Local Indicators of Climate Change Impacts (LICCI) framework. 
Based on ethnographic fieldwork and ethnobotanical field 
surveys with Akha community members, the study documents 
111 locally observed indicators of climate impacts on cultivated 
and wild food resources. Findings reveal reduced crop yields, 
biodiversity loss, and increasing food insecurity linked to erratic 
rainfall, droughts, and land-use change. By centering Indigenous 
ecological knowledge, this research highlights the importance of 
integrating local observations into global climate assessments 
and co-developing culturally grounded adaptation strategies. 
xiaoyueli@smu.edu (W-105)

___________________________
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LIANG, Jingqing (Duke U) When Vision Meets Reality: Actants, 
Actors, And Immigrant Adaptation In Transnational Buddhism. 
This paper examines how Chinese Buddhist institutions in the 
United States negotiate the tension between religious vision and 
immigrant reality. Drawing on ethnographic research at Fawang 
Temple in Manhattan and the NYU Buddhist Club, I explore how 
architectural constraints, material environments, and community 
encounters actively shape Buddhism in America. These nonhuman 
actants also become stages for human improvisation—sites 
where monastics and lay practitioners exercise agency to 
reinterpret ritual and moral boundaries. Through such spatial 
negotiations, transnational Buddhism emerges as both a product 
and a producer of immigrant adaptation and belonging in 
pluralistic America. jl1334@duke.edu (F-37)

___________________________

LIESE, Kylea (UIC) Abortion Care In Midwifery Practice. Since 
the Dobbs decision (2022), state restrictions on abortion have 
delayed essential reproductive care, contributing to preventable 
maternal deaths and injuries. Certified Nurse Midwives (CNMs) 
can expand abortion access, reducing risks and costs, particularly 
in rural and underserved communities. CNM-provided abortion 
care is historically grounded, evidence-based, and legal in 22 
states. Drawing on implementation data from a project to expand 
abortion training in Illinois, I examine barriers and facilitators to 
integrating abortion care into midwifery practice, illuminating 
how entrenched power hierarchies, professional gatekeeping, 
and turf dynamics shape reproductive health access and 
authority. (W-08)

___________________________

LILO, Emily and BOTERO TOMPKINS, Andrea (Presbyterian 
Healthcare Serv) Culturally Grounded Perinatal Health Quality 
And Equity: A Novel Health System Approach. Presbyterian 
Healthcare Services (PHS) is advancing an organization-wide 
perinatal health initiative, the first equity-oriented System 
Board Measure with personnel, policies, and funding to ensure 
integration and sustainability. Grounded in Participatory 
Action, and co-created with community partners, it emphasizes 
shared decision-making, cultural and psychological safety, and 
accountability throughout the care continuum. Community 
health workers, lactation specialists, and doulas are essential first-
line voices and supports. Through Voices for Equity Community 
Ambassadors, lived experiences shape strategies. Addressing 
barriers such as transportation, food insecurity, mental health, 
and access to traditional healing, PHS is reframing perinatal care 
as equitable, culturally rooted, and community led. elilo@phs.
org (TH-101)

___________________________

LIM, Heather (U Arizona & Heritage Lands Collective) Mateo 
Tepe Or Devils Tower As A Geoheritage Site. Devils Tower, 
located in northeast Wyoming, is an iconic geological feature 
that exemplifies what is called a self-voiced protuberance. 
This tertiary-age volcanic plug, the world’s largest example 
of columnar jointing, has long fascinated earth scientists and 

tourists. For neighboring Indigenous communities, however, 
this geosite represents more than a geological wonder. Named 
Mateo Tepe in Lakota, Devils Tower represents the claw scratches 
of a spiritual bear and has been used by Native peoples as 
spiritual paths to another dimension and sacred places. This 
presentation discusses Mateo Tepe as a cultural geosite based 
on Native American consultation projects, honoring its inclusion 
in the Second 100 IUGS Geological Heritage Sites. hyealim.lim@
gmail.com (TH-63)

___________________________

LIMA BECKER, Mariana (UGA) Critical Saudade: Learning From 
Im/Migrant Children’s Experiences And Critique Of Inequality In 
U.S. Dual Language Bilingual Classrooms. This study examines 
how Brazilian immigrant children co-construct and embody 
critical consciousness in liminal zones of their U.S. dual-language 
(DL) elementary classrooms. Stemming from a multi-year 
ethnography that traced the implementation of a DL program 
(Portuguese/English) in Massachusetts, this paper draws on field 
notes of weekly classroom observation involving 70 Brazilian 
immigrant children in K-3. Through the lens of border thinking 
(Mignolo, 2020) and liminality (Abu El-Haj & Chatila, 2023), we 
found that children’s side conversations during instruction were 
arenas for collective sensemaking on immigration and inequality. 
The children co-authored narratives of saudade (nostalgic 
longing) saturated with embodied experiences and a critique of 
the U.S. immigration regime that prevents family reunification. 
Challenging hegemonic views of marginalized childhoods, this 
study stresses that immigrant children’s political gestures occur 
in the intimacies of their daily lives. mariana.becker@uga.edu 
(W-92)

___________________________

LINN, Colleen, KAMAU, Mercy, and OWUOR, Patrick (Wayne 
State U), NIEMEYER, Greg (UC Berkeley) Water Futures In 
Michigan, Oaxaca, and Kenya. This paper discusses Water 
Futures, a collaborative museum exhibit, organized by Wayne 
State University, the University of California-Berkeley, and 
We the People of Detroit Community Research Collective. 
Using a hydrocolonialism framework, Water Futures traced 
connections between water shut offs in Detroit, gold mining in 
Oaxaca, and hydroelectric development in Kenya. The focus on 
“futures” highlighted how contemporary water decisions can 
reproduce exclusionary and destructive practices. Participants 
included scholars, artists, and community activists, and included 
photographs, original artwork, community-based research, and 
archival materials. The exhibit helped make visible present water 
challenges while imagining inclusive, reciprocal, and sustainable 
approaches to global water governance. colleen.linn@wayne.
edu (TH-33)

___________________________

LIU, Jennifer (U Waterloo) and SANGARAMOORTHY, Thurka 
(American U) Conjoined Crises: Climate Change, Health Systems, 
And Community Resilience In Africa. Drawing on ethnographic 
and interdisciplinary work in Eastern and Southern Africa, we 
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examine cases illustrating the conjoined crises of climate change 
and health system degradation. Climate-related precarity in the 
Horn of Africa and the Zambezi floodplain amplifies challenges 
to livelihoods, cultural identities, and health systems while 
catalyzing conflicts and new forms of sociality. We analyze how 
environmental stress compounds vulnerabilities in these regions 
and discuss specific mitigation strategies for communities living 
in these vulnerable sites. Our findings demonstrate how climate 
and health crises intersect to reshape social dynamics and reveal 
pathways for integrated interventions in climate-vulnerable 
contexts. jennifer.liu@uwaterloo.ca (S-04)

___________________________

LIU, Shao-hua (Academia Sinica) Campaigning For Green 
Wellness: The Cultural-Aesthetic Reorientation Of Care In Taiwan. 
The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the integration of Green 
Care concepts into Taiwan’s social practices and health policies, 
reflecting a strong public desire for therapeutic connection with 
nature. This paper explores the introduction and development 
of Green Care in Taiwan, focusing on horticultural therapy as 
a key approach. It examines the implicit yet significant facets 
of human-nature interaction that warrant further inquiry. The 
analysis centers on how these practices enable solace and 
recuperation from nature, mediated by cultural perceptions. 
Within this healing framework, integrating concepts informed 
by traditional knowledge and aesthetics is crucial for enhancing 
subjective well-being. shaohua@as.edu.tw (F-33)

___________________________

LOCKE, Emily (UA), CHRISTY, Sarah-Margaret (UNCCH), YOUNG, 
Maya, TRIPPLETT, Erica, and MCCLURE, Stephanie (UA), HORAN, 
Holly (UAB) “The Emotional Needs Of Our Patients Are Always 
Prioritized”: Examining The Everyday Practice Of Hospital-Based 
Doula Care. Hospital-based doulas are trained, non-clinical perinatal 
healthcare professionals who work for hospitals to increase 
access to continuous support during labor and birth. Only 7.4% 
of hospitals in the United States offer doula services. Therefore, 
little is known about how hospital-based doulas provide care to 
birthing people and collaborate with clinicians. Using ethnographic 
methods and a critical, clinically applied anthropological lens, 
this research aims to identify practices of collaborative, patient-
centered care at two hospital-based doula programs. Preliminary 
results suggest that nurses, obstetricians, midwives, and private/
community-based doulas perceive hospital-based doula care as a 
valuable service for improving interprofessional collaboration and 
childbirth experiences. ellocke@crimson.ua.edu (W-06)

___________________________

LOEWE, Ronald (CSULB) The Financialization Of The American 
University And Its Effect On Academic Freedom. This paper is 
organized into two sections. The first part provides a brief survey 
of government efforts to surveil and discipline anthropologists 
from university posts who spoke out against U.S. foreign policy 
or war, or in favor of civil rights. Following Ellen Schrecker’s 
focus on key moments of academic repression in The Lost Soul 
of Higher Education, I draw on cases from WWI, the McCarthy 

Era, and the Vietnam War. In part two, I not only draw attention 
to the systematic repression of pro-Palestinian speech but also 
explore differences in the way the late 20th-century university 
and the modern corporate university have handled dissent. 
Specifically, I argue that the contemporary university, shaped by 
decreased public support, a decline in tenure density, a greater 
dependence on the bond market and private philanthropy, and 
a new type of administration drawn from business and industry 
rather than faculty ranks, has become increasingly obedient to 
both government and corporate power. rloewe@csulb.edu (S-01)

___________________________

LONG, Tracy (Fielding Grad U) Positive Disaster Risk Management 
In A Public Garden. For a non-profit botanical garden situated on 
land subject to earthquakes, landslides, and wildfires, disaster 
risk management has become a routine activity. This multi-year 
case study of disaster planning and response in an organization 
that has experienced multiple natural disaster events in its 
history indicates that honest communication, a positive attitude, 
and recognition of opportunities have led to successful recovery 
outcomes. Results offer useful insights into the processes of 
community resilience, as well as practical lessons in organizational 
recovery strategy following a natural disaster. tlong@sbcglobal.
net (S-38)

___________________________

LOPEZ-MERLOS, Briana, ROSOCHOWICZ, Aidyn, QUILES, 
Shayanne, and ESPINAL, Soleydi (USF) How We Student: The 
Role Of AI In The Modern Collegiate Experience. There is no 
unified narrative regarding the usage of Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
especially in an educational context. Although administrators and 
staff have had the opportunity to state their views on technology, 
students are often forgotten when conducting observational 
research. This study ultimately discusses the beliefs of students 
within the University of South Florida (USF) about the usage of AI 
and their interactions with the program in higher education. With 
the emergence of the Bellini College of Artificial Intelligence, 
the topic has been increasingly debated. This research aims to 
amplify student voices at USF to understand the complexity of 
this technology. (F-11)

___________________________

LOTT, Jessica (NKU) Undergraduate Research And Its Lasting 
Impacts: Remembering Victor Garcia. Victor Garcia was an 
accomplished ethnographer and researcher who also took 
time and care to mentor undergraduates in their first research 
experiences. He ran an ethnographic field school as well as 
supervised students’ research projects at home. This paper 
considers the lasting impact of mentorship, with a focus on 
undergraduate research. Victor Garcia’s mentorship, through 
ethnographic field school and beyond, left a profound impact 
on my life and career. I now teach at a primarily undergraduate 
institution that emphasizes undergraduate research experiences. 
Both my path to this career and my approach to my role draw 
from Victor Garcia’s mentorship. Lottj1@nku.edu (W-32)

___________________________
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LU, Chia-hui (Taipei Med U) Healing As Attunement: Culture-
Inspired Affective Therapies In Taiwan. Amid the global 
resurgence of culture-inspired healing that views well-being 
as a dynamic balance of body, mind, spirit, and environment, 
this paper examines Taiwanese spirit-possessed healing as an 
affective and sensory process of attunement. Focusing on jitong 
(spirit mediums) prescribing herbal and ritual remedies while 
embodying deities, I conceptualize these “divine prescriptions” 
as affective technologies that reorient patients toward new 
modes of sensing illness, vitality, and harmony. Ethnographic 
insights reveal how tactile, olfactory, and emotional engagements 
transform distress into signs of healing, fostering lifestyle shifts 
that sustain balance. Spirit-possessed healing thus enacts 
“culture as medicine” through embodied, relational practice. 
chiahlu.tw@gmail.com (F-33)

___________________________

LUCAS, Alexandra (UC Berkeley) Making Change In Complex 
Organizations: Building A Department, Evolving Institutional 
Practices, And Letting Go. Repatriation programs embedded 
within umbrella organizations often navigate complex layers 
of bureaucracy from both the museum sector and their host 
institutions. Repatriation efforts are impacted by competition 
for limited resources and institutional goals that are multiple 
and sometimes conflicting. In response to sustained advocacy by 
Tribal communities and the passage of a state bill, the University 
of California developed a systemwide policy in consultation with 
Tribes to establish more ethical and responsive repatriation 
practices. This paper examines changes in museum and university 
practice, the 2024 revised federal regulations, and considers their 
impacts on the repatriation process. alexandra.lucas@berkeley.
edu (W-69)

___________________________

LUCAS, William (CSUDH) Conceptualizing Biocultural Repair: 
Strategizing “Good” Care Amidst Funding Constraints. Can 
biomedical technoscience be enhanced by attending to disability 
expertise? This paper draws on 10 months of ethnographic 
data at a large county hospital in Los Angeles, focusing on the 
novel practices of an inpatient physical therapy rehabilitation 
program. This paper uses illustrative case studies to explore how 
this program draws on what I call three biocultural technologies 
(“pain and torture” rehabilitation, peer cultural literacy, and 
interdisciplinary collaboration). It asks how a more biocultural 
approach to chronic condition care, centering patient expertise 
derived from lived experiences, stands to create more tangible 
benefits for patients. wlucas@csudh.edu (TH-14)

___________________________

LUCOVE, Jaime (T1D Exchange) How Lived And Loved Experience 
Shapes Epidemiologic Questions In Type 1 Diabetes. As an 
epidemiologist living with Type 1 Diabetes (T1D), I move between 
the roles of researcher and person with lived experience. My 
studies on perimenopause, musculoskeletal health, and aging 
with T1D are shaped by my own experiences, my son’s, my aunt’s, 
and my community. Living with T1D influences the questions I ask, 

how I interpret results, and how I share those results with others 
in the community. I’ll reflect on how combining professional 
expertise with personal experience challenges traditional ideas 
about who holds knowledge and how that knowledge is created 
and shared in T1D research. jlucove@t1dexchange.org (W-33)

___________________________

LUMLEY-SAPANSKI, Audrey, WILDMAN, Julia, and SCHWARZ, 
Katarina (CO Mesa U) State Of Emergency As State Of Exception: A 
Premise For Legalized Border Violence. This chapter interrogates 
the use of “emergency” framing to justify new bordering 
strategies associated with differentiated rights and protections. 
Emergency framing creates an environment enabling and 
legalizing violence against “othered” migrants, implicating the 
state in a panoply of harms from everyday aggressions to migrant 
deaths. While producing catastrophic harms to some populations, 
the “emergency” generates wealth for an array of actors such 
as private prison operators, military actors, and subcontractors. 
Within the state of emergency, we find the state of exception 
expanding, escalating, and entrenching. Findings are based on 
analysis of secondary data, policy review, and surveys collected 
in 2025. alumley-sapan@coloradomesa.edu (TH-132)

___________________________

LUQUE, John (FAMU), DICKEY, Sabrina (FSU), ALI, Askal and 
JACKSON, Deloria (FAMU) Focus Group Discussions With African-
American Patients Around Community Health Center Colorectal 
Cancer Screening Programs In Florida. African Americans face 
colorectal cancer (CRC) health disparities compared to other 
groups. Community health centers offer stool-based CRC 
screening for their patients at low or no cost. This research 
reports the thematic findings from six focus group discussions 
among African-American patients from two community health 
centers on the topic of CRC prevention. Participants discussed 
the importance of a healthy diet, exercise, regular CRC screening, 
knowing one’s family history, faith in God, and being proactive 
with one’s doctor. Barriers expressed for CRC screening were 
lack of insurance, challenges in scheduling a colonoscopy, fear 
of doctors, and fear of abnormal results. luckyluque@gmail.com 
(TH-75)

___________________________

LYON-CALLO, Vincent (W Mich U) Applied Anthropology Against 
Homelessness Today? Even if some of us want to convince 
ourselves that we don’t know what we deep down know, 
liberal arts and liberal education in the United States are being 
dismantled. All of us are impacted. We know that what once 
was is no longer. Can we do anthropology that matters in this 
world of vulnerabilities? As someone who has been working on 
poverty and homelessness for decades, this paper describes my 
thoughts and nascent efforts to continue to do applied, public 
anthropology that matters in this new world. (W-71)

___________________________

MACIER, Gregory (CSUN) Disabled Experiences In The Museum 
Spaces Of Los Angeles. A key vector of public humanities is 
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outreach through museums. Though museums, much like the 
wider subfields of anthropology, have a long way to go to avoid 
alienating disabled persons. This alienation tends to happen due 
to a lack of understanding on the part of museums as to how 
disabled patrons negotiate with exhibits and the museum as a 
whole. To understand this issue, I, as a disabled museum patron, 
have conducted a series of autoethnographies, a survey, and key 
informant interviews. Thereby, disabled voices and expertise 
are missing in this issue, through my own experience. I found 
that many of the changes needed to make a place welcoming 
for disabled patrons go beyond just ADA compliance, and even 
into the content of disabled focused programming, such as audio 
tours. In this paper, I will discuss my findings and make the case 
that museums need to more keenly evaluate how they interface 
with disabled patrons. I argue that museums will improve by 
recognizing and listening to disabled persons, the experts in 
negotiating inaccessibility. I will end this presentation by sharing 
insights on strategies for strengthening the accessibility of 
museums for members of the disabled and the general public. 
Grmacier@gmail.com (F-38)

___________________________

MACLEOD, Erin (Vanier Coll) Short Circuiting AI: An 
Autoethnographic Discussion. This paper explores a reflective 
approach to teaching that offers an opportunity to support critical 
thinking in the age of AI. Using an autoethnographic method, 
I reflect on my pedagogical choices that prioritize embodied 
learning, discussion, and critical making over digital tools. By 
intentionally limiting technology in the classroom, the course 
invites students to question their own relationships with AI and 
devices, fostering critical distance and deeper engagement. This 
paper argues that slowing down, disconnecting, and embracing 
analog methods can create space for more ethical, equitable, 
and imaginative encounters with technology in education. 
erinmacleod@gmail.com (F-101)

___________________________

MANSARAY, Sehdia (UNCCH) The Art Of Noticing: Women’s 
Sustainability In The Sine-Saloum Delta. Sereer-Niominka women 
have harvested oysters and blood cockles from the trails of 
mangrove roots for over 2,000 years. Harvesting, as placemaking, 
has informed their noticing of shifting interdependencies between 
people, land, and sea. Such approaches to harvests also interrogate 
dominant narratives about the causes and agents of coastal 
change. Drawing on ethnographic and archival research conducted 
with women economic interest groups from June to August 2025, 
this paper centers on local knowledge production and practice to 
discuss how change in the delta has been historicized, envisioned, 
and enacted in the delta. sehdiam@unc.edu (W-127)

___________________________

MANTHEY, Courtney (UCCS & U Montana), LYNN, Christopher 
(UA), ROSS, Kaitlin, DOUBRA ANORUSE-THOMAS, Tamara, 
SEHRT, Madeleine, and PHIMPHASONE-BRADY, Noy (U Colorado 
Anschutz Med Campus) Beyond The Clinic: Understanding 
Stigma And Polycystic Ovary Syndrome (PCOS) Through Applied 

Medical Anthropology. Polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS) is the 
most common endocrine disorder affecting women, yet its social 
dimensions remain underexplored. Using an applied medical 
anthropology framework, this study examined perceived stigma 
and diagnostic difficulty among 247 patients (M=34.6±10.2 
years). Participants reported moderate diagnostic difficulty 
(M=3.4±1.1) and stigma (M=3.2±1.0), with a significant positive 
correlation (r=0.46, p<0.001). Framed through intersectionality 
theory, findings highlight how gendered expectations, medical 
authority, and structural inequalities shape experiences of PCOS, 
underscoring the need for culturally responsive, patient-centered 
care in reproductive health. CManthey@uccs.edu (Prerecorded)

___________________________

MANTONYA, Kurt (U NE PPC) Participatory Research For Policy 
Development: Assessing Employer Perspectives On Developmental 
Disability Employment. This presentation examines a long-term 
project assessing employer awareness and opinions about hiring 
individuals with developmental disabilities. Using mixed methods 
including surveys, focus groups, and key informant interviews, the 
research employs a participatory advisory group to guide project 
design, data collection, and implementation strategies. The project 
directly informs a future awareness campaign by a state council 
on developmental disabilities. The project addresses significant 
employment disparities while demonstrating how disciplines 
such as anthropology can bridge competing interests in policy-
relevant research. The work illustrates the practical application 
of anthropological methods in policy development and social 
inclusion initiatives. kmantonya@nebraska.edu (TH-134)

___________________________

MARGARITIS, Whitney (UCF) Sociability Of Health: Aging, 
Chronic Pain, And The Therapeutic Use Of Cannabis. Using 
ethnographic interviews and photovoice, I explored how adults 
aged 55 and older manage chronic pain with medical cannabis 
use in Florida and Oklahoma. In this presentation, I examine 
the social dimensions of how older adults navigate stigma, 
legality, and healthcare systems while seeking relief outside 
conventional medicine. Findings reveal how generational 
attitudes, policy differences, and industry structures shape 
access, decision-making, and self-perception. By centering older 
adults’ lived experiences, this study highlights cannabis as both a 
therapeutic and socially negotiated practice, offering insights for 
policymakers, clinicians, and communities working to improve 
equitable and age-inclusive healthcare access. (W-36)

___________________________

MARIANO JUÁREZ, Lorenzo (U Extremadura) Loneliness, Food, 
And Aging In Rural Spanish Context: The Inclusion Of Culture For 
Effective Public Policies. The 21st century has been described 
by social sciences as the age of loneliness. Social and economic 
transformations have intensified experiences of spaces and 
temporalities marked by the absence of others. Yet, loneliness 
is often approached through individualistic and psychological 
perspectives. Drawing on ethnographic research in rural Spain, 
this paper highlights the cultural dimensions of loneliness, with 
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special attention to the alimentary practices that construct 
the category, and argues that their inclusion is essential for 
designing effective public policies and intervention strategies. 
lorenmariano@unex.es (W-75)

___________________________

MARIL, Lee and JOHNSON, Jayme (Independent) Hungry 
Oklahoma: Persistent And Pervasive Poverty. Although Oklahoma 
is rich in human and natural resources, U.S. Census statistics 
continue to reflect persistent and pervasive poverty. One out of 
every five children is poor. Along with recent U.S. Census data, 
interviews were collected from women and men seeking food 
from an Oklahoma food pantry whose voices frequently go 
unheard. This research constructs an alternative to misleading 
interpretations of who is poor in Oklahoma, why they are poor, 
how certain public and private institutions function to maintain 
the status quo, and possibilities for change. marilr@ecu.edu (TH-
127)

___________________________

MARKOWITZ, Lisa (U Louisville) Unpacking Public Groceries. As 
Zohran Mandani’s New York mayoral candidacy has captured 
public attention, so has one of his campaign planks: establishing 
public grocery stores in the city’s poorly served areas. Regarded 
variously with enthusiasm or derision by pundits, voters, 
and stakeholders, the proposed stores are meant to address 
problems of food access and affordability. Can they? Should 
they? In this paper, I address these questions, drawing from the 
relatively scarce accounts of publicly run groceries as well as 
from preliminary ethnographic research in a military commissary, 
part of the massive food retail enterprise operated by the U.S. 
government. lisam@louisville.edu (F-14)

___________________________

MARTIN, Evangelina (ECU) Doing Ethnographic Fieldwork 
To Understand Climate Stress. Coming from a background in 
public health, I approached doing ethnographic fieldwork from 
a different perspective than many of my peers. I was most 
interested in the social determinants of health and how reciprocal 
determinism appeared within the Andean environment. When 
speaking with highlanders, it became clear that there was 
significant uncertainty and worry about the changing climate 
in the Andes. This constant concern impacted their daily lives, 
especially because climate change has such a strong influence on 
agriculture. The ethnographic experience helped me understand 
how environmental change influences both health and overall 
wellbeing in rural communities. eviemmaria@gmail.com (W-11)

___________________________

MARTINEZ, Felipe (UTEP) The Lived Experiences And Social 
Characteristics That Shape Energy Poverty Among Low-
Income Households In U.S.-Mexico Border Communities. 
Energy poverty remains a persistent issue for marginalized 
low-income communities across the globe. While much of the 
existing literature focuses on heating poverty in northern or 
European contexts, far less attention has been given to cooling 

poverty exacerbated by energy poverty in U.S.-Mexico border 
communities, where extreme desert climate and socioeconomic 
inequalities exacerbate the existing socioeconomic disparities. 
This study examines the social characteristics and lived 
experiences that shape energy poverty among households in 
El Paso, Webb, Hidalgo, and Doña Ana counties. It investigates 
how energy disconnections affect households’ health, economic 
stability, and social well-being. fimartinez3@miners.utep.edu 
(TH-32)

___________________________

MASON, Arthur (CU Denver) Reimagining Harm Reduction: 
Indigenous And Local Knowledges Among Individuals Who Self-
Administer Legal “Psychedelics” In Colorado. Harm reduction as 
a process and practice to minimize the negative consequences 
of drug use is fundamental in the emerging global “psychedelic” 
sector. Individuals who self-administer psilocybin-containing 
mushrooms in Colorado, for example, engage in harm reduction 
activities during preparatory, “journey,” and integration phases. 
However, mainstream (e.g., White) culture in “psychedelics” 
conceptualizes harm reduction as disconnected from nature 
and the history of colonization and intergenerational trauma 
experienced by communities that have stewarded sacred plant 
medicines for centuries. We discuss the indigenizing harm 
reduction model while showcasing findings from the qualitative 
and visual-based CU Denver BIPOC Psilocybin Study. arthur.
mason@ucdenver.edu (S-02)

___________________________

MAUPIN, Jonathan (ASU) Guatemalan Youth’s Experiences 
And Perceptions Of Food Insecurity. Over 45% of Guatemalan 
households experience moderate or severe food insecurity, yet 
little is known about how youth perceive its causes and effects. 
This vignette-based study with Guatemalan youth uses gendered 
scenarios portraying peers in households facing varying levels of 
food insecurity to examine how participants interpret its causes, 
consequences, and stigma. Findings reveal nuanced views of 
children’s and parents’ responsibilities, distinctions between 
structural and individual causes, and strategies attributed to 
vignette characters to seek help, conceal hardship, or cope 
with scarcity. Results offer insight into how youth conceptualize 
agency, responsibility, and stigma surrounding food insecurity. 
jonathan.maupin@asu.edu (W-75)

___________________________

MAVES, Clare (U Arizona) Developing A Community-Driven 
Reburial Plan With The White Mountain Apache Tribal Historic 
Preservation Office. This paper presents a collaborative project 
between the White Mountain Apache Tribe’s Tribal Historic 
Preservation Office (THPO) and the University of Arizona to 
develop a reburial plan for an archaeological collection excavated 
from the Buh Bi Láa Village (BBLV) on the Tribe’s land. Through 
semi-structured interviews and community engagement, the 
project documents Ndee perspectives and values to guide 
decisions about long-term care and reburial of the collection. 
The resulting plan provides a community-driven procedure for 
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managing the BBLV collection and serves as a model for future 
reburial efforts, strengthening sovereignty-based heritage 
practice on the Tribe’s land. cmaves@arizona.edu (F-122)

___________________________

MCALLISTER, Autumn (NMSU) An Ethnographic Analysis Of 
Agricultural Stakeholder And Scientist Collaborations. This 
paper focuses on my ethnographic analysis of a grant-funded 
collaborative project between expert stakeholders and water 
scientists focusing on water scarcity and strategic fallowing in 
the Southwest region. A goal of our work is balancing ecological 
health in an arid environment in the face of climate change with 
agricultural livelihood and large-scale agricultural production. 
We aim to utilize the results of our research for long-term water 
resource management of the agricultural realm in the Southwest 
region. In this presentation, I will explain the lessons learned 
throughout our collaborative process thus far. mcallist@nmsu.
edu (W-14)

___________________________

MCCUE, Virginia (ENMU) Unveiling Cassadaga: Separating 
Fact From Fiction In America’s Psychic Hub. I will be discussing 
Cassadaga, Florida, renowned for its high concentration of 
psychics and mediums since the early 20th century. This paper 
delves into the history and mystique surrounding Cassadaga, 
exploring the intersection of rumors, truth, and the psychic 
community. Through an examination of historical records, oral 
histories, participant observation, and interviews, my study aims 
to document the rise of Cassadaga as a spiritualist community 
in the South, investigate the rumors and misconceptions 
surrounding the town’s psychic practices, and show how this 
community overcomes the challenges. Virginia.McCue@enmu.
edu (F-72)

___________________________

MCCUNE, Meghan, ALLEN, Joseph, DIETRICHSON, Livia, and 
NIEMI, Meghan (NMU) Reel Learning: Incorporating Visual 
Methods Into An Undergraduate Anthropology Course. This paper 
details and reflects on the implementation of a semester-long 
video project as an active learning strategy in a Public and Applied 
Anthropology course at Northern Michigan University. The goal of 
this project was to engage students in a hands-on, creative process 
that both reinforced their understanding of course content 
and introduced/enhanced their technical skills in public visual 
anthropology. We provide both faculty and student perspectives 
on the process and outcomes; three students and one faculty 
member share the objectives, outcomes, challenges, and benefits 
of using this type of project. memccune@nmu.edu (S-31)

___________________________

MCDONALD, James (U Montevallo) Structural-Cultural 
Contradictions And The Challenge Of Academic Administration. 
Faculty autonomy exists in contrast to the administrator’s focus 
on institutional accountability and responsibility. Forces converge 
to create a fragmented organizational culture: a major shift in 
the nature of academic administration and the changing mission 

of higher education. Academic administration as civil service 
has transformed into proactive leadership and management. 
Internal and external pressures drive institutional change and 
mission transformation. These factors create fertile ground for 
misalignment in the faculty and administrator worldview and 
values. These challenges to leadership and management will be 
explored through diverse administrative services, ranging from 
chair to provost, at three universities. james.mcdonald309@
gmail.com (TH-36)

___________________________

MCGILL, Courtney (UGA Marine Ext & GA Sea Grant) Griot’s 
Garden: Storytelling, Plants, And Place On Georgia’s Gullah 
Geechee Coast. Grounded in my lived experience growing up 
on Sapelo Island and undergraduate studies in anthropology 
and African American studies, this presentation explores Griot’s 
Garden—a podcast-based oral history project documenting 
ethnobotanical knowledge within the Hog Hummock community, 
a Gullah Geechee settlement on Georgia’s coast. Through 
personal narration and interviews with cultural stewards, the 
project highlights how native plants like Life Everlasting and 
Sweetgrass carry cultural, medicinal, and historical meaning. 
Griot’s Garden reflects the everyday practice of applied 
anthropology by bridging academic inquiry and community 
storytelling, contributing to interdisciplinary conversations on 
coastal change, and demonstrating how oral history can amplify 
place-based knowledge. courtney.mcgill@uga.edu (TH-97)

___________________________

MCGRORY, Aileen, DVORIN, Kelly, DRYDEN, Eileen, ANDERSON, 
Ekaterina, WU, Juliet, BOKHOUR, Barbara, and HYDE, Justeen 
(CHOIR) “We’re Both Generals”: Patient Role In A Changing 
Culture Of Care. The VA’s Whole Health model aims to improve 
Veterans’ health and well-being across interconnected biological, 
behavioral, and social domains. As a partnership between 
healthcare teams and patients who collaborate and mutually 
recognize each other’s expertise, it represents a shift in the 
conventional culture of care. However, in 73 interviews of Veterans 
following primary care appointments, participants’ beliefs about 
their role in healthcare were highly variable. Personal orientation 
towards care, informed by beliefs about agency, authority, and 
the appropriate scope of healthcare, influenced perceptions 
of whole person care. This study recommends patient-focused 
interventions to expand capacity to partner in Whole Health 
care. aileen.mcgrory@va.gov (F-04)

___________________________

MCILVAINE-NEWSAD, Heather, BEZOLD, Maureen, and 
KIRANKUMAR SOLANKI, Jill (WIU) Another Day, Another Disaster: 
Life In Rural Forgottonia. This paper presents the findings of 
research conducted with public health graduate students and 
their professor during the Winter 2025 semester. The study 
emphasizes the cross-disciplinary and interdepartmental 
collaboration that shaped our evolving research and teaching 
practices. Graduate students received an intensive introduction 
to anthropological research methods, focusing on ethnographic 
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interviewing. They conducted interviews with a diverse range of 
small businesses in the community. The goal was to engage in 
applied public health research using anthropological approaches 
to explore the adaptations implemented during the COVID-19 
pandemic and assess whether any of these practices have 
persisted in the post-pandemic years. h-mcilvaine-newsad@wiu.
edu (W-65)

___________________________

MCKEE, Keana (Mercer U) Living Joy: Embodied Experiences 
As Passive Social Resistance. This project considers the causes 
of widespread feelings of hopelessness among Gen Z college 
students and looks at how positive emotions like hope and 
joy are constructed in spite of and in conjunction with these 
circumstances. This project utilizes anthropological methods to 
address what is currently a widespread social issue among Gen 
Z and aims to find creative solutions to this problem. It examines 
emotions as an embodied experience and investigates these 
experiences as a method of asserting one’s power and agency in 
a social, economic, and political climate, which make hope and 
joy increasingly difficult to find. kmckee2327@gmail.com (W-45)

___________________________

MEDINA-RAMÍREZ, Oswaldo (FSU) and WUTICH, Amber (ADU) 
“We Are Exhausted”: Participation Fatigue In Water Governance. 
Public participation is essential for effective water governance, 
but integrating civil society into public decision-making presents 
challenges that, if left unaddressed, can undermine the governance 
process. We introduce “participation fatigue” as a useful concept 
for understanding contemporary challenges in environmental 
governance. We systematically analyze connections between the 
expanded roles and responsibilities implicated in such modes of 
governance and intensified experiences of stress, frustration, 
and exhaustion among water managers in Costa Rica—the 
phenomenon we refer to as “participation fatigue.” Rather than 
opposing public participation, our goal is to help practitioners 
and scientists recognize and address threats to participatory 
governance. oswaldo.medina@fsu.edu (W-04)

___________________________

MEHTA, Kanan (ORISE, CDC), LOGAN, Ryan (CSU Stanislaus), and 
KIHLSTRÖM, Laura (Finnish Ins for Hlth & Welfare) Pandemic, 
Politics, And AI: Doing Anthropology And What It Means To Be 
“Anthropological Enough” Today? This paper presents select 
case studies on conducting anthropological fieldwork and its 
unique challenges with research that is conducted “at home” 
in the U.S. We highlight how conventional disciplinary protocols 
shape experiences of anthropological work and what research is 
considered “anthropological enough.” We explore critical issues 
in anthropological practice and the crossroads at which it finds 
itself today in a world impacted by COVID-19, AI technologies, 
and structural constraints. Additionally, we reimagine ways of 
conducting anthropology that are apt for increasingly uncertain 
times and foster a more inclusive discipline rooted in human-
centered collaborations and social justice. (W-103)

___________________________

MELAMIES, Iida (U Lapland), ZIKER, John P. (BSU), and STAMMLER, 
Florian (U Lapland) The Future Of Reindeer Herding In A Changing 
Arctic Climate: Pasture Nutrition, Reindeer Herders, And 
Transdisciplinary Research In Northern Finland. Reindeer herding 
is one of the oldest livelihoods still practiced in northern Finland. 
Rapid changes in the environment have unpredictable effects on 
reindeer. In collaboration with an international multidisciplinary 
research team, reindeer herders are identifying everything that 
might affect the movement and health of reindeer. Using joint 
data collection and knowledge co-production, we are developing 
a nutritional map of the Sattasniemi reindeer herding cooperative. 
The nutritional map, which was produced, will enable us to better 
plan the use of pasture areas and help in negotiations on industrial 
land use projects. iida.melamies@ulapland.fi (TH-33)

___________________________

MELLETT, Erin (U Memphis) When Care Takes Time: Deaf 
Language, Crip Time, And Healthcare Access. This paper examines 
how adult deaf immigrants in the U.S. navigate healthcare access 
through communicative practices shaped by “crip time.” Drawing 
on ethnographic fieldwork in New England and the Mid-South, 
including participant observation and interviews, I examine how 
medical encounters structured around neoliberal temporalities 
fail to accommodate the additional time needed for deaf 
communication. Simultaneously, deaf immigrant communicative 
practices slow down interactions and, in so doing, contest 
temporal sovereignty. Ultimately, crip time challenges neoliberal 
temporalities that center efficiency and productivity. Attending 
to time as a site of power and resistance offers insights for more 
equitable and accessible healthcare policies. emellett@memphis.
edu (F-38)

___________________________

MELO, Milena and ERWIN, Anna (UTRGV) Adapting To Climate 
Change In The U.S.-Mexico Borderlands: Local Perceptions And 
Community Resilience. Border regions face unique challenges 
in responding to climate change, yet most research emphasizes 
bi-national policy rather than lived experience. This NSF-funded 
study draws on interviews with community stakeholders and 
public health officials in the Rio Grande Valley of South Texas 
to examine how residents perceive and adapt to environmental 
change. Findings reveal that access to economic resources 
and bi-cultural knowledge enhances adaptive capacity, while 
border-specific factors such as politicization, the wall, and 
militarization constrain it. Results highlight how social, political, 
and environmental forces intersect in the borderlands, informing 
equitable climate adaptation and public health strategies. milena.
melotijerina@utrgv.edu (S-04)

___________________________

MENDE, Caroline, REMIKER, Mark, OLIN, Alexandra, NUGENT, 
Michael, CALLES, Nick, EDDIE, Regina S., TEUFEL-SHONE, Nicolette 
I., and SABO, Samantha J. (NAU-CHER) Defining Elements Of A 
Healthy Community In Rural Arizona: Applying Cultural Consensus 
Modeling To Public Health Initiatives. The Southwest Health 
Engagement and Research Collaborative’s Community Engagement 
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Core (CEC) seeks to understand unique health priorities in rural 
Arizona communities to ensure health disparity research aligns 
with community-identified needs. CEC used an anthropological 
technique—cultural consensus modeling—to identify regional and 
cultural variations in perceptions of a “healthy community” in rural 
and border communities. Engaging community partners allowed 
CEC to infuse community perspectives into survey development 
and participant recruitment strategies. CEC is a multidisciplinary 
team trained in anthropology and public health; this project 
illustrates a collaborative approach to applying an anthropological 
theory/method in a community-engaged, public health setting. 
caroline.mende@nau.edu (TH-135)

___________________________

MICHEL, Joanna (UIC) Community Gardens In Chicago As 
Archives Of Ethnobotanical Practice, Cultural Memory, And 
Intergenerational Teaching. This ethnographic study examines 
how Chicago’s immigrant, refugee, Latinx, and Black communities 
use plants in urban gardens to sustain culture and health. Refugee 
farmers from Bhutan grow bitter melon (Momordica charantia) for 
blood pressure, pokeweed (Phytolacca americana) for women’s 
health, and nettle (Laportea canadensis) as food-medicine. 
Mexican gardeners cultivate epazote, oregano, thyme, and chile 
varieties, preserving culinary and healing traditions. African-
American gardeners emphasize milkweed, linking ecological care 
with herbal knowledge. These gardens serve as living archives 
of ethnobotanical practice, where plant species anchor cultural 
memory, intergenerational teaching, and resilience. Community 
gardening thus connects biodiversity, health sovereignty, and 
identity in Chicago’s marginalized neighborhoods. jmiche3@uic.
edu (F-104)

___________________________

MIRANDA, Chandler (Molloy U) Radical Mindset Shifts: 
Sanctuary Schooling As A Framework For Educational 
Transformation. Drawing on ethnographic research in New 
York City’s International High Schools, this paper examines how 
sanctuary schools serving recently arrived immigrant youth enact 
radical shifts in educational practice. These schools challenge 
Euro-American assumptions about time, success, and student 
potential by recognizing state failure, knowing students beyond 
data, valuing stability over urgency, and positioning immigrant 
youth as central contributors to school communities. Grounded 
in care, accompaniment, and transnational knowledge, sanctuary 
schooling offers applied insights for rethinking schooling, 
fostering belonging, and creating comparative frameworks that 
disrupt deficit narratives and neoliberal norms, highlighting 
possibilities for transformative education in diverse contexts. 
cmiranda@molloy.edu (W-92)

___________________________

MIRANDA, Veronica and VILLATORO, Alice P. (SCU) “Nos Hace 
Falta Solidaridad/We Need Solidarity”: Community-Based 
Interventions To Address Latina Postpartum Mental Health In 
San José, CA. Latiné birthing-people represent the largest racial/
ethnic group in the state of California. Yet, they experience 

persistent racism, xenophobia, social and economic inequalities, 
exposure to violence, and health disparities that increase their 
risk of postpartum mental health complications. This paper 
examines the role of political, economic, and social forces 
affecting the postpartum and mental health experiences of 
Latiné birthing-people in San José, CA, to identify community-
informed interventions to address these needs. We center the 
narratives on Latiné birthing-people because their voices have 
historically been excluded, combined with the experiences 
of other minoritized groups, or insufficiently explored in the 
literature. vmiranda@scu.edu (S-14)

___________________________

MITCHELL, Keeley (Fielding Grad U) Resilient Journeys: Mental And 
Physical Wellbeing In African-American International Migration 
As A Practice Of Community Wellness. This presentation examines 
African-American international migration through the lens of 
social resilience and community wellness. Using an intersectional 
framework, it explores how race, gender, and systemic inequities 
shape mental and physical health outcomes for African-American 
international migrants (AAIMs). By centering the voices of 
AAIMs, the research challenges dominant narratives of migration 
and health, offering transformative perspectives on wellness 
across borders. It highlights how AAIMs engage in acts of care, 
resistance, and collaboration—redefining wellness not merely as 
personal survival but as a collective and transnational practice of 
healing and empowerment. KMitchell@fielding.edu (S-08)

___________________________

MIURA, Mako (Teachers Coll Columbia U) Playing Multiple 
Roles In The Field: Teacher, Ethnographer, Research Participant, 
And Research Analyst In An Infant Classroom In New York City. 
Sociocultural anthropologists conducting participant observation 
often play multiple roles in relation to research participants 
(Shuttleworth, 2001). Bell (2018) similarly demonstrates that 
ethnographers play a “dual role,” often finding themselves in 
tension between “detached observer and participant-friend” (p. 
11). This paper examines a researcher’s experience of playing 
four roles across three different studies conducted in an infant 
classroom in NYC: an assistant teacher for the infant room, an 
ethnographer for fieldwork and a different qualitative study, 
and a research participant and analyst for another research 
project. This paper specifically discusses ethical dilemmas 
that the researcher faced in playing multiple roles. mm5930@
tc.columbia.edu (W-74)

___________________________

MONACHINI DE CARVALHO, Veronica and LALUK, Nicholas (UC 
Berkeley) Epistemic Resistance In The University: Comparative 
Reflections From The Xingu Territory And UC Berkeley. This 
paper examines epistemic resistance in academia by comparing 
Kalapalo experiences in the Xingu Indigenous Territory (Brazil) 
with those of Native students at UC Berkeley (USA). Drawing on 
Monachini’s decade of Kalapalo fieldwork and Nicholas Laluk’s 
mentoring of Indigenous students, it shows how Native knowledge 
challenges colonial frameworks. The Kalapalo resist academic 
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incursions through rituals, narratives, and memory that contest 
classifications, while students at Berkeley reclaim space through 
community research and disciplinary refusals. Resistance often 
takes subtle forms—reinterpretations, pedagogies of reciprocity, 
rejection of settler timeframes—emphasizing relations, place, 
and responsibility, advancing decolonial, pluriversal research 
grounded in land and kinship. veronicamonachini@gmail.com 
(F-97)

___________________________

MONOCELLO, Lawrence (TAMU) Is Cultural Consonance A State 
Or A Process?: Body Image And Self-Management In South 
Korean Men. Cultural consonance is fundamentally a measure 
of social normalcy. Its operationalization as a cross-sectional 
measure of alignment with a cultural answer key has produced 
strong evidence that better alignment leads to better outcomes. 
However, an ethnographic study of South Korean male body 
ideals, in which higher cultural consonance meant greater 
alignment with these body ideals, evidenced elevated disordered 
eating at both high and low cultural consonance. Person-
centered ethnographic interviews revealed that “normalcy” was 
embodied through chagi kwalli (“self-management,”) the public 
demonstration of cultural-model-directed activity (process), 
rather than having a high cultural consonance score at any given 
time (state). Findings are related to emerging discussions of 
cultural consonance, structure, and agency, and implications for 
methodology are proposed. ltmonocello@tamu.edu (F-42)

___________________________

MOORE, Erin (OSU) Pathogenic: Regular Encounters With 
Diabetes Stigma In American Anthropology. This paper meditates 
on the difficulties of speaking with type 1 diabetes in American 
anthropology. I specify “American” anthropology to suggest its 
forms of stigma and ableism are rooted in particularly American 
ideas about health optimization and whose responsibility it 
is to pay for it. Recounting diabetes jokes, ableism, and health 
privilege encountered in public anthropology venues, I consider 
how wider-spread misconceptions about diabetes converge with 
the discipline’s predominant focus on the social determinants of 
health, and its cause/prevention frames, to deeply abnormalize 
living with the condition. Shame-inducing, silencing, and stressful, 
diabetes stigma renders the type 1 anthropologist inexpert at 
health. moore.4540@osu.edu (W-33)

___________________________

MOORE, Roland (PIRE) and PAGANO, Anna (ASAM) Centering 
Culture To Support Recovery From Substance Use Disorders Across 
The U.S.-Mexico Border: Heartfelt Insights By Victor Q. Garcia. Dr. 
Victor Garcia gained the trust of many Latinos seeking to achieve 
recovery from alcohol and other drugs. Over the past several 
decades and with noteworthy NIH support, he advanced and 
tested hypotheses concerning distinct cultural levers for healing. 
For instance, he explored anexos, residential mutual support 
groups developed in Mexico and brought through transnational 
networks to the U.S. and many other countries. Another recovery 
modality that he documented before his untimely passing was 

the transnational juramento (sobriety pledges to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe). Through his caring interactions with U.S.-Mexico 
migrants, Dr. Victor Garcia made monumental contributions to 
the medical anthropology of substance use recovery in Latin 
America and the Latin American diaspora. roland@pire.org (W-
32)

___________________________

MORALES, Kayla (UTSA) Responding To The “Boricua Call”: Social 
Connectedness And The Power Of Community In Disaster Recovery. 
This paper draws on ethnographic research with older Boricuas 
in Puerto Rico and the diaspora to examine how care is practiced 
amid disaster and systemic neglect. It introduces a framework 
of Boricua Social Connectedness to highlight community-based 
responses that challenge colonial governance and neoliberal 
ideologies. In a moment when misinformation shapes policy and 
lived realities are obscured, anthropology’s everyday practice—
centered on relational ethics and grounded critique—can help 
reorient public discourse toward justice. This work demonstrates 
how applied anthropology, through sustained engagement and 
decolonial analysis, reveals the transformative potential of care 
and community in shaping equitable disaster recovery strategies. 
kaylajtorres@hotmail.com (TH-61)

___________________________

MORERA, Maria (SE Socioenvironmental Rsch), REYNOLDS, 
William (Onda Vision Tech), and TOVAR-AGUILAR, J. Antonio 
(Nat’l Family Farm Coalition) Crossing [A Dry] Chasm: Bridging 
Hydration-Monitoring Technologies And End-User Needs In 
Agriculture. Feasibility studies have shown that wearable 
hydration-monitoring technologies have the potential to 
enhance heat illness risk assessment and help overcome safety 
disincentives that constrain water consumption in field crop 
production settings. Repeated cross-sectional research with 
agricultural laborers indicates consistent discrepancies between 
the maintenance of hydration and perceived susceptibility 
to heat illness. This study compares the results of a survey 
successively administered to specialty crop workers across 
Florida to assess workplace fluid intake strategies. Implications 
for the dissemination of wearable technologies will be presented. 
(Prerecorded)

___________________________

MORRIS, Richard (MGI) Examining The Models And Myths That 
Shape U.S. Industrial Policy: Four Years Of Fieldwork On STEM 
Education. This paper examines science education in public schools 
based on four years of research and viewed through the theory 
of general systems to explain how ethnography matters for U.S. 
economic and industrial policy. It reveals current school realities, 
challenging popular models and myths of STEM education. 
The paper explores interdependencies and expectations that 
shape public education with a focus on economic development, 
technological innovation, and industrial competitiveness. 
Through fieldnotes and case studies, the author identifies STEM 
education vulnerabilities and opportunities impacting future 
U.S. economic competitiveness. Finally, this paper proposes 
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integrating ethnographically informed methodologies into 
U.S. industrial policy and supports his recommendations with 
empirical data as a STEM educator in five schools over four years. 
morriscounts@gmail.com (S-13)

___________________________

MORRIS, Richard (MGI) From Ed Tech To AI: A Cultural History Of 
Learning Management Systems. Learning management systems 
(LMS) have evolved through five distinct phases: computer-based 
training, web-based content delivery, social and collaborative 
learning, data-driven adaptive learning, and AI-enhanced and 
immersive learning. This innovation has been increasingly 
shaped by pedagogical principles (such as Vigotsky’s Model of 
a social learner), behavioral sciences (including motivation and 
engagement), and linguistics (like content personalization and 
communication). Through a case study approach examining various 
educational settings, this paper highlights the need for greater 
awareness of the values, risks, and opportunities presented by LMS 
innovation, benefiting individual users, educational institutions, 
and society as a whole. morriscounts@gmail.com (W-103)

___________________________

MORRIS, Richard (MGI) Integrating Ethnography And 
Management Science For Strengthened Decision-Making: A 
Proposed Methodology. This paper identifies strategies for 
anthropologists to present their work to leaders and managers. 
Drawing from the management sciences, the author identifies 
common elements in the scaling process and presents a stepwise 
methodology for leveraging ethnographic data to inform 
decision-making across various settings and sectors. The author 
proposes a practical framework to empower practitioners of 
applied anthropology to better share, test, and refine their 
recommendations. It seeks methods that can increase the 
likelihood their work is reproducible in diverse contexts, suitable 
for graduate instruction, and amenable to testing, evaluation, or 
reproduction. morriscounts@gmail.com (W-42)

___________________________

MORSEAU, Blaire (MI State U) Reclaiming The Firmament: 
Potawatomi Constellations And Star Knowledge In Collaborative 
Code: A Digital Humanities Project. How can digital humanities 
return Indigenous knowledges to daily life? Neshnabé 
Nengosêk Kenomagewen (Potawatomi Star Knowledge) 
develops a community-guided “sky culture” in Stellarium that 
renders Potawatomi constellations, names, narratives, and 
seasonal practices. Rooted in Pokagon Band gatherings and 
advisory processes, the project pairs open-source tools with 
Native Woodland-style artwork by Aaron Martin to support 
intergenerational learning. I share methods for protocol-centered 
collaboration, curation choices across traditions, and pragmatic 
distribution through Stellarium updates and GitHub. Outcomes 
include classroom materials, tribal Head Start partnerships, 
and family star nights that relocate cosmology from archives to 
practice—demonstrating applied anthropology as everyday ethical 
observation and storywork. morseaub@msu.edu (TH-133)

___________________________

MUELDENER, Alexandra (GSU) Materializing The Immaterial: 
The Roles Of Heritage Designations And Tourism In Pasto’s 
Black And White Carnival. Heritage authorities for Pasto’s 
Black and White Carnival have leveraged the event’s heritage 
designations as a means for touristic development and global 
recognition. This ethnographic case study evaluates how 
post-designation heritage practice transformations—through 
temporospatial “scaling-up” and cultural commercialization—
have altered both the means (of participation) and meaning 
of the Carnival, and produced local ambivalence, as Pasto’s 
Carnival currently represents both a source of local pride 
and discontent. As Pasto’s Carnival connects with a broader 
heritage-scape, it illuminates a disconnect between 
international recognition of “intangible” heritage and 
the enduring imposition of Western values of materiality. 
amueldener1@student.gsu.edu (TH-09)

___________________________

MUNDELL, Leah, CARDIEL, Roxana, LIN, Li, MORGAN, Caitlyn, 
MANCILLA, Maria, MARIN OLMOS, Samantha, and ARCEGA, 
Layla (NAU) Community Leadership For Immigrant Youth Equity: 
Research And Action Linking Undergraduates, Schools, And 
Community. At a time of heightened immigration enforcement 
fears, educational practice restrictions, and reductions in equity 
resources, increasing educational access for immigrant families 
has become an imperative. This paper describes the ongoing 
collaboration between a community-based undergraduate 
research group and a community organization building local 
leadership for immigrant support, bringing student researchers 
into the process of broad-based organizing. In this paper, 
students, faculty, and community partners will reflect on the 
strengths and challenges of this approach to applied research 
while exploring specific initiatives facilitated by our work, 
including actions with local law enforcement and investigations 
of services for immigrant university students. leah.mundell@
nau.edu (F-62)

___________________________

MUNRO, Kimberly (NMHU) Excavating Living Sites Through 
Shared Knowledge: Expanding Archaeological Methods Via 
Ritual, Relational, And Community Archaeologies In The Central 
Andean Highlands. In the Andean highlands, archaeological 
sites are living forces that demand care, respect, and ritual 
engagement. Collaboration with descendant communities is 
therefore essential, shaping excavation through local cosmology, 
dream interpretation, superstitions, and oral histories. Drawing 
on over a decade of work at the Cosma Complex in highland 
Ancash, Peru, this paper calls for archaeological methods that 
integrate ceremonial, emotional, and relational practices with 
excavation and analysis. Embedding community expertise 
and local obligations into hiring, ritual routines, and decision-
making fosters a more culturally engaged archaeology—one that 
recognizes how communities, researchers, and sites co-produce 
knowledge and create more equitable fieldwork environments. 
kmunro@nmhu.edu (W-62)

___________________________
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MUSCI, Silvia (U Milano) The Nursing Gap In Gender-Based 
Violence. This presentation analyzes the context, conditions, and 
opportunities revealed by applied research on gender-based 
violence conducted with a group of trainers implementing the 
new 2025 Triage Model in the Lombardy Region of Italy. The 
findings highlight the potential, negotiation, and legitimacy of 
anthropological inquiry in addressing often-unspoken health 
needs—beginning with those on the front lines who first receive 
victims in emergency rooms. At the same time, gender-based 
violence is examined through anthropological perspectives on 
violence, social suffering, and intersectionality. This work explores 
how theory and ethical commitment converge through the lived 
experiences and narratives of nurses themselves. silvia.musci@
ospedaleniguarda.it, silvia.musci66@gmail.com (Prerecorded)

___________________________

NAJERA MEDELLIN, Jesus Alejandro (UGA) Fungal Foundation: 
Lessons And Future Opportunities For Applied Ethnomycological 
Research In Northern Mexico. Ethnobiology has been important 
for documenting and preserving traditional knowledge and 
bridging the gap between academia and local communities to co-
create novel knowledge. In Mexico, this research is concentrated 
in the central and southern regions, while northern states remain 
understudied, presenting a unique opportunity for applied 
anthropological work. This paper examines successful case studies 
in collaborative ethnomycological research conducted in Sierra 
Tarahumara, Chihuahua, that integrate traditional/local ecological 
knowledge to promote sustainable fungal harvesting practices, 
medicinal applications, reforestation programs, and community 
outreach programs. We also discuss important ethical and political 
challenges for future work, including intellectual property rights 
and bioprospecting. alejandro.najera@uga.edu (F-66)

___________________________

NAJERA MEDELLIN, Jesus Alejandro (UGA) Linking Illegal, 
Unreported, And Unregulated Fishing And Conservation Efforts: 
A Wicked Problem. Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) 
fishing poses a significant challenge to achieving sustainable 
coastal livelihoods and marine conservation. Conventional 
policies focused on top-down enforcement and punitive actions 
are proving inadequate. This paper proposes a theoretical 
framework that analyzes IUU fishing as a wicked problem, 
identifying its main drivers and subsequent impacts on coastal 
communities and conservation efforts. Using a case analysis on 
the illicit trade of marine fauna, we demonstrate how IUU fishing 
threatens conservation outcomes and perpetuates structural 
socioeconomic inequalities for small-scale fishers. Efforts to 
combat IUU fishing must be context-sensitive and integrate 
human dimensions to achieve compliance and sustainability. 
alejandro.najera@uga.edu (TH-67)

___________________________

NAMRATA, Namrata (ASU) “I Did It Anyway”: Subjugated Feminist 
Knowledges And Affective Girls’ Activism In India. The paper focuses 
on the experiences of young women/girls from the Jaat community 
in India to illuminate the continuities and the epistemic value 

of everyday and unorganized feminist activism that distorts and 
disrupts contested modes of gendered control and domination, 
such as gendered restrictions on mobility and forming romantic 
relationships. Drawing from in-depth interviews with young women/
girls (aged 18-25) from the Jaat community, the paper illustrates how 
young women persistently rely on mutually constituted desirable 
girlhood performances, such as submissiveness and high academic 
achievement, and relational transgression, such as hiding romantic 
partners and forgoing college to travel, to construct complex feminist 
activist strategies of navigating quotidian patriarchal control. 
nnamrata@asu.edu (S-05)

___________________________

NAMRATA, Namrata (ASU) “What Is Real Feminist Change?”: 
Intangible Feminist Advocacy For Feminist Transformations. 
This paper interrogates the neoliberal politics and priorities of 
development measurement frameworks, such as standardized 
impact metrics and theory of change analytics, that are imposed 
on girls’ advocacy organizations in the Global South. Drawing 
from in-depth interviews with young women leaders of small-
scale feminist non-governmental organizations in India, the paper 
illuminates the contributions of three alternative formations 
of feminist advocacy: online advocacy for reproductive justice, 
a single-day gender-sensitizing workshop in a local school, and 
an unfinished feminist project that curated stories of survivors 
of gender-based violence. I show how ephemeral, online, and 
unfinished feminist advocacy practices disrupt normative and 
hegemonic neoliberal development programs for feminist social 
change that require quantifiable evidence of “completed” impact. 
I argue that intangible feminist advocacy and mobilizations are 
nonetheless legible and offer feminist futures. nnamrata@asu.
edu (S-35)

___________________________

NAPIER, Gayla (Fielding Grad U) Belonging In Transition: 
A Multimodal Ethnographic Exploration Of Immigrant 
Narratives Exploring Belonging And Community In Utah. This 
presentation shares early findings from a study on belonging 
among immigrants in Utah. Drawing from personal stories, it 
explores how individuals experience connection, inclusion, 
and authenticity within their communities. Emerging themes 
reveal how social, cultural, and economic factors shape feelings 
of acceptance and agency. Because the study is ongoing, 
audience feedback is welcome to help interpret the narratives, 
refine themes, and co-create understanding. Together, we 
aim to deepen insight into what belonging means—and how 
it can be strengthened—across diverse community settings. 
gaylanapier@outlook.com (S-08)

___________________________

NARAHARA, Karine L. (UNT) Writing History With An Afro-
Brazilian Community: Cosmopolitics Of Archiving And Memory. 
This work is a collaboration with my spiritual family, the Ilê Axé 
Aganju Ixolá, a terreiro located near the city of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. We are working on a book project about the history of 
Mother Agripina de Souza-Obá Deyi, an important terreiro leader 
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born right after the end of slavery. The project integrates oral 
history, the organization and digitization of the community’s 
records, and research in institutional archives. I will consider the 
cosmopolitics of our archival practices and how they extend the 
limits of what an archive is. karine.narahara@unt.edu (F-01)

___________________________

NAVARRO, Alexandra (KU) Leaving But Never Escaping: Violence, 
Displacement, And Collective Trauma In Choloma, Honduras. In 
Choloma, violence produces both displacement and collective 
trauma. Residents of high-risk urban neighborhoods navigate 
physical, psychological, and structural violence that shape 
everyday life and migration decisions. Based on interviews 
conducted in February 2025 with 10 residents recruited through 
community networks and one local authority, this paper centers 
on two women displaced by urban violence who remain firm 
in their decision not to return. The stories of Karla and Carmen 
reveal that trauma does not end with migration; they carry the 
emotional and collective scars of violence wherever they go. 
alexandra.navarro@ku.edu (TH-98)

___________________________

NEEMS, Sophie (ASU) Community Forums: A Participatory 
Approach To Understanding Land Protection Decisions 
Among Iowa Landowners. Results about motivations to adopt 
conservation easements and donate land to non-profits 
were presented to original interviewees for feedback during 
five Community Forums (CFs). CFs served as a participatory 
mechanism to validate the findings and to fulfill an ethical 
responsibility to share results with the research community. I 
will outline the CF method and analyze participants’ feedback. 
Emergent themes reinforce the finding that landowners make 
decisions for reasons beyond economic rationality and add 
nuance to the role played by landowners’ sense of place. Session 
attendees will learn the benefits of CFs and how to use them in 
their own research. sneems@asu.edu (W-44)

___________________________

NELSON, Andrew (UNT) The Value In Keeping Score: The Football 
Records Of Nepali Journalist, Himesh Bajracharya. Since Himesh 
Bajracharya was first hired as a sports journalist in 2000, he has 
kept hand-written score sheets of every Nepali professional 
and national team football match played. Without any doubt, 
Bajracharya’s collection offers immense value to his fellow sports 
journalists. It also offers an alternative way of understanding Nepali 
history from the perspective of club-affiliated neighborhoods and 
communities. This paper asks how an archive of national football 
history, building on Bajracharya’s collection and hosted by the 
Martin Chautari research institute, can foster collaborations 
between social scientists and not only journalists, but also Nepal’s 
football-avid population. andrew.nelson@unt.edu (F-01)

___________________________

NELSON, Miriam, RADONIC, Lucero, and GENTILHOMME, 
Elina (NAU) Examining Water Security: Leading Through 
Uncertain Times. The uncertain future of water security poses a 

significant challenge for Northern Arizona. Due to diverse social, 
environmental, and legal landscapes, there is great complexity 
in managing water resources. Future water leaders must work 
across boundaries to more inclusively and equitably address 
water insecurity. In this context, our team conducted a Regional 
Landscape Analysis (RLA) to document how diverse actors 
across the Colorado Plateau of Northern Arizona conceptualized 
water security priorities and effective water leadership. This 
presentation discusses how the findings helped inform the 
development of a pilot Water Leadership Institute to train and 
connect water leaders across the region. mln288@nau.edu (F-
06)

___________________________

NEYHART, Em (Purdue U) The Use Of Tours For Visualizing 
Disabled Experience. Using my position as a Disabled 
anthropologist, I am developing a guided tour as part of my 
master’s project to make visible the everyday negotiations of 
access within university spaces. This work uses ethnographic 
storytelling and sensory mapping to translate lived experience 
into a participatory method of disability-centered learning. 
By inviting participants to move through campus spaces with 
attention to barriers and affordances, this form of touring 
reframes accessibility as a shared spatial and social practice. 
This presentation reflects on how methods like these work to 
unsettle institutional norms and utilize applied anthropological 
practices for inclusive, experience-based research and design. 
eneyhart@purdue.edu (Prerecorded)

___________________________

NICEWONGER, Todd (Colby Coll) Northerly Stories Of Design, 
Power Dynamics, And Imagination. This paper examines how 
storytelling in Alaskan housing design offers insights into power 
dynamics and imagination for considering alternatives to 
conventional housing construction paradigms. Severe housing 
insecurity in remote Alaska Native communities that are located 
off the road system is a complex challenge influenced by logistical, 
environmental, cultural, and bureaucratic factors. In response, 
new design strategies emerge to navigate these challenges 
through a wide range of storytelling practices. These stories are 
often told but also expressed as material prototypes, expanding 
the range of possibilities. (W-135)

___________________________

NICHOLLS, Heidi (UW Oshkosh) Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: 
Reclaiming The Everyday Practice Of Anthropology In Higher 
Education And Beyond. Building on my earlier work and reflections, 
this paper extends the reduce, reuse, recycle framework to show 
how everyday anthropological practices can transform higher 
education and other institutional and organizational fields. 
Through ethnographic methods and practices such as listening, 
participant observation, and reflexivity, we can reduce extractive 
processes, reuse relational approaches to address challenges 
of inclusion and engagement, and recycle cultural insights into 
dialogue and collective repair. Here, anthropology becomes both 
reparative and transformative. Treating higher education as one 
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field among many, this paper repositions applied anthropology as 
a method and model for institutional and social transformation. 
nichollsh@uwosh.edu (F-31)

___________________________

NICHOLS-BELO, Amy (Mercer U) Hustlers Under Lockdown: A 
Critical Medical Anthropology Of COVID-19 In Nairobi, Kenya. 
Nairobi is the self-proclaimed city of “hustlers” who work to eke 
out a living through formal and informal means, including driving 
Ubers, petty selling, working as security guards and housekeepers, 
and urban farming. The Kenyan government’s adoption of robust, 
popular, and coercive COVID-19 policies, including lockdowns, 
curfews, reduced public transportation capacity, and mandated 
masking, had profound socioeconomic consequences, including 
lost wages, indebtedness, and failed economic and educational 
opportunities. Moreover, many Kenyans experienced violence at 
the hands of police enforcing curfews. Analyzing interview data 
collected in 2024, I use a critical medical anthropology approach 
to examine the effects of these policies. nichols-belo_a@mercer.
edu (TH-75)

___________________________

NOMEDJI, Koffi (Kalamazoo Coll) Searching The Light: Adaptive 
Struggles And Broken Contracts In Coastal Togo’s Fishing 
Communities. This presentation explores the complex adaptive 
strategies of artisanal fishing communities along Togo’s eroding 
coastline, where the sea once symbolized both livelihood and 
spiritual reciprocity. Drawing on ethnographic research in Aneho 
it examines how fishermen and fishmongers have historically 
sustained a “steady-state” economy rooted in mutual exchange 
with the sea—an ecological and moral contract now unraveling 
under pressures of coastal erosion, phosphate pollution, 
and overexploitation. As fish reserves dwindle and economic 
desperation deepens, fishermen’s attempts to adapt—through 
motorization, new technologies, and intensified fishing—have 
paradoxically accelerated environmental decline. The paper 
juxtaposes local fishing knowledge and marine science to 
trace how environmental disruption reshapes social relations, 
gendered economies, and ontological understandings of the sea. 
koffi.nomedji@kzoo.edu (W-127)

___________________________

NWAFOR, Jessica (UKY) Creating Livable Worlds: Space 
Infrastructure And Community Life In Merritt Island, Florida. 
This project examines how people living and working in and 
near NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Merritt Island, Florida, 
make sense of environmental change in a coastal area shaped by 
space exploration, conservation, tourism, and storm risk. Using 
qualitative documentary analysis of over 50 sources, along with 
interviews and field visits, the study highlights how residents 
and workers perceive and interpret the shifting landscapes. 
Findings reveal that rather than treating these developments as 
isolated pressures, residents and workers understand them as 
intertwined forces that shape livelihood, identity, and belonging. 
Jonw222@uky.edu (TH-03)

___________________________

NWAFOR, Jessica (UKY) Ritual Without Union: Reproducibility, 
Performance, And The Symbolic Stakes Of “Fake” Nigerian 
Weddings. This paper examines the growing phenomenon of 
“fake” Nigerian weddings, that is, staged grand ceremonies 
that replicate marriage rituals without legal bonds. Though 
recently gaining traction through digital platforms, such practices 
may have long existed in less formal or undocumented forms. 
Drawing on digital ethnographies of performances in Nigeria, 
Canada, the United States, and the United Kingdom, I analyze 
how participants adopt familiar roles such as bride, groom, and 
family not to formalize relationships, but to animate the structure 
of tradition in moments when its original social anchors may be 
absent. I argue that these events function as re-performances 
of cultural memory and projections of imagined belonging. 
Jonw222@uky.edu (F-72)

___________________________

NYSSA, Zoe (Purdue U) What A Model Might Do: Ethnography, 
Algorithms, And Environmental Governance. Computational 
tools now underpin much environmental policy and governance, 
informing decisions globally about natural resource use. Drawing 
on archival and applied ethnographic research in conservation 
science and policy organizations, this paper examines how 
computational tools are being used to do different kinds of 
social, political, economic, and environmental work. Yet, even 
as these tools have become more technically sophisticated, 
they can lead to misinformation, unexpected results, gaps in 
understanding, or even backlash. Recent collaborative projects 
with the international conservation community suggest ways 
that applied anthropologists can engage with computational 
approaches while keeping intellectual and ethical space open for 
ethnographic insights. (W-34)

___________________________

O’CONNELL, Delaney (SUNY Buffalo) The Right To Destroy 
Cultural Property. This paper examines the right to destroy 
cultural property as a distinctive and critical expression of Native 
American sovereignty embedded in the Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA). I argue that NAGPRA 
implicitly recognizes destruction as a legitimate exercise of 
property rights. Reconsidering destruction as a sovereign act 
reveals its expressive, cathartic, and strategic capacities. While 
preservation dominates Western discourse, the right to destroy 
cultural property is integral to cultural sovereignty and essential 
for advancing Native American self-determination within 
international repatriation regimes. decolonize.with.delaney@
gmail.com (W-99)

___________________________

O’DANIEL, Margaret (U Louisville) Global Engagement In A 
Local Context: Citizen Diplomacy In Kentuckiana. This paper 
presents preliminary findings from the World Affairs Council 
of Kentucky and Southern Indiana (WAC) Impact Report. This 
project explores the relationship between WAC, an educational 
nonprofit providing international programming; Kentuckiana, 
a culturally and politically conservative region; and the shifting 
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approach to globalization within the U.S. Based on four months of 
participant observation, surveys, and semi-structured interviews 
with WAC members, event attendees, and employees, this 
research addresses growing tensions between globalization and 
anti-globalization sentiments and the role of citizen diplomacy 
in Kentuckiana. This research adds to the debate between 
globalization and anti-globalization in a time when American 
nationalism, xenophobia, and misinformation are on the 
ascendant. margaret.odaniel@louisville.edu (S-37)

___________________________

ODHIAMBO, Silvia (U Alberta), OWUOR, Patrick (Wayne State U), 
LOWE, Sammy (McGill U), ONYANGO, Elizabeth (U Alberta) Food 
Security And Mental Health Nexus: The Experiences Of High-Risk 
Immigrant Youth In British Columbia, Canada. Food insecurity 
affects 28.8% of households with children in British Columbia 
(BC), with immigrant families disproportionately impacted due 
to pre-migration trauma and post-migration stressors. However, 
limited scientific evidence exists on how migration experiences 
shape the relationship between food insecurity and the mental 
health of high-risk immigrant youth in BC. Using 2023 Adolescent 
Health Survey data, we addressed this knowledge gap, focusing 
on immigrant youth with pre-migration trauma. Findings revealed 
significant associations between migration-related trauma, food 
insecurity, and mental health outcomes. These findings are 
useful in guiding the migration and resettlement of newcomer 
youth in BC and other immigrant-receiving cities and provinces. 
saodhiam@ualberta.ca (Prerecorded)

___________________________

ODHIAMBO, Silvia (U Alberta), OWUOR, Patrick (Wayne State 
U), LOWE, Sammy (McGill U), ONYANGO, Elizabeth (U Alberta) 
Market And Operational Impacts Of COVID-19 On Informal Food 
Businesses As Predictors Of Urban Household Food Insecurity In 
Kisumu City, Kenya. Informal food vendors are central to Kisumu’s 
urban food system, providing livelihoods and supporting 
household food security. However, the COVID-19 pandemic 
disrupted vendor operations through movement restrictions, 
market closures, and supply chain interruptions. Despite 
their importance, little is known about how the market and 
operational impacts of the pandemic affected urban household 
food insecurity. This study employed cross-sectional data from 
502 informal vendors in five informal settlements of Kisumu 
City, Kenya. Findings revealed significant associations between 
pandemic-related business impacts and household food 
insecurity. Results provide evidence to guide interventions and 
social protection strategies for informal vendors during future 
crises. saodhiam@ualberta.ca (Prerecorded)

___________________________

OGILVIE, Kristen (UAA) Administrative Work, Anthropological 
Lenses. As an associate dean, I apply anthropological lenses to 
the everyday work of higher-education administration. This 
paper shows how institutional ethnography, participatory design, 
and iterative evaluation inform—and productively disrupt—
routine practices. Drawing on scheduling, policy rollout, and 

student-success initiatives, I trace tensions common to midlevel 
leadership seeking to shift hierarchical, exclusionary norms: care 
vs. compliance; speed vs. deliberation; innovation vs. institutional 
risk. From the middle, influence is limited, yet daily practice 
accumulates. I argue that attention to power, process, and 
evidence can make administration more humane, transparent, 
and responsive and, in modest increments, reshape systems that 
rarely yield to bottom-up change. kaogilvie@alaska.edu (TH-36)

___________________________

OLIVER, Elisha (UNT & Texas Folklife) Fieldwork In Folk Arts: 
Practicing Anthropology Beyond The Academy. This paper 
explores how applied anthropology informs the everyday practice 
of cultural preservation and community engagement at folk and 
traditional art nonprofit organizations. My research examines 
how ethnographic methods, cultural analysis, and participatory 
fieldwork guide program design, equity-driven storytelling, and 
artist collaboration. I discuss a blended ethnographic and focus 
group methodology, developed by Texas Folklife, labeled as 
“table talks.” Attendees will gain insight into how anthropological 
praxis within nonprofit arts administration advances cultural 
sustainability, fosters inclusive representation, and demonstrates 
the transformative role of anthropology beyond academia 
in shaping community-centered cultural policy and practice. 
eoliver@texasfolklife.org (TH-104)

___________________________

OLMOS ROSAS, Gabriela (UAF) Faith And Loss In The Circumpolar 
North: Cultural Bereavement Among Hispanic Immigrants In 
Anchorage. Hispanic immigrants in the Circumpolar North face 
a radically different environment that reshapes every aspect of 
daily life. As they adapt, many experience cultural bereavement 
(Eisenbruch, 1990, 1991)—grieving their homeland, social ties, 
food traditions, and sense of belonging. When unresolved, this 
mourning process threatens their health and well-being. Drawing 
on participant observation, interviews, and focus groups, 
this study examines how Anchorage’s Hispanic community 
experiences and expresses cultural bereavement, and how 
Catholic rituals, devotions, and celebrations help members cope. 
It highlights spirituality as an everyday practice of resilience and 
an applied anthropological lens on migration. gaolmosrosas@
alaska.edu (F-07)

___________________________

OMEONU, Nellychris (UConn) Pluralistic Tension In Sickle Cell 
Disease Care In Nigeria’s Health System. In an era marked by 
advances in Sickle Cell Disease (SCD) therapies, such as the 
emergence of gene editing treatments, Nigeria, which bears 
the world’s highest SCD burden, continues to face disparities in 
access to care. This burden is influenced by global health politics 
and by the contestation between biomedical and Indigenous 
healing structures on People Living with Sickle Cell Disease 
(PLWSCD). This paper explores the influence of health politics on 
Indigenous agency in negotiating legitimacy in SCD treatment. 
I argue that biomedical gatekeeping reproduces inequities in 
access to care; therefore, culturally grounded approaches can 
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strengthen health outcomes for PLWSCD. nellychris.omeonu@
uconn.edu (TH-134)

___________________________

ONYANGO, Elizabeth and GAN, Caitlyn (U Alberta), OWUOR, 
Patrick (Wayne State U) A Qualitative Study Of The Engagement 
Of African Immigrants In Local Government And Community-
Led Initiatives For Food Secure Ethno-Cultural Communities In 
Canada. An increase in the cost of living has led to over-reliance 
on charity-focused and community-led food insecurity initiatives 
to support the food needs of marginalized populations, such 
as immigrant households. Yet, immigrants are less likely to be 
engaged in the design and implementation of such initiatives, 
limiting their cultural relevance. We conducted a qualitative 
study to explore the engagement of African immigrants in such 
initiatives. Socio-cultural and economic factors, such as the 
inclusion of African cultural foods in mainstream grocery stores, 
are important for cultural recognition, promotion of cultural 
exchange, and normalization of African cuisines within the 
Canadian foodscapes. eonyango@ualberta.ca (W-61)

___________________________

ONYANGO, Elizabeth (U Alberta), OWUOR, Patrick and BOATENG, 
Godfred (Wayne State U) Measuring Cultural Food Insecurity In 
Ethno-Cultural Migrant Communities: What Do We Know And 
What Indicators Matter? Cultural food security (CFS) enables 
the continuation of food traditions and customs, which fosters 
cultural identity and improved health outcomes of immigrants. 
Access to culturally appropriate food serves as a lifeline for 
maintaining healthy dietary practices and fostering a sense of 
place post-migration. However, no assessment indicators exist 
for measuring CFS. We conducted a comprehensive review 
of existing food security indexes and facilitated qualitative 
interviews with immigrants in Canada. The data reveal that CFS 
is multidimensional, encompassing economic, geographic, social, 
emotional, and symbolic dimensions. Accessibility, affordability, 
availability, stability, and quality shape long-term sustainability, 
while preference and adaptation express resilience and cultural 
continuity. eonyango@ualberta.ca (F-37)

___________________________

ORTEGA-AVILA, Ana (UNAM) Identification Of Food Sustainability 
Perceptions And Knowledge In Everyday Nutritional Practices In 
Two Rural Areas In Mexico. Every day, nutritional practices not 
only shape individual health but also influence our relationship 
with the environment. These practices, however, emerge from 
a complex interplay of factors that differ across urban and rural 
contexts. The aim of this study is to examine perceptions and 
knowledge related to food sustainability in two rural communities 
in Mexico and to assess how these factors influence food choices. 
A quantitative approach was employed using a representative 
sample of adults from both communities. We hypothesize that 
awareness and understanding of food sustainability are limited 
and have little impact on participants’ daily nutritional practices. 
ana-ortega@facmed.unam.mx (F-104)

___________________________

OSIKA, Jocie (Wayne State U) Reformative, Restorative, And 
Abolitionist Dreaming Among Child Welfare Laborers. “If you 
were the child welfare fairy for a day, what would you change 
about the system first?” This was one of the questions I asked 
of case workers, lawyers, training directors, and more during 
ethnographic interviews with child welfare workers. Like most 
other stakeholders, child welfare workers are largely dissatisfied 
with the system. This paper presentation surfaces those 
dissatisfactions and the solutions proposed by those who interact 
with hundreds of cases around the central question: how would 
the child welfare system change or cease to exist if remade in 
alignment with the visions of the laborers? jocieosika@wayne.
edu (W-133)

___________________________

OTAIGBORIA, Ruth (NIU) Cultural Models Of Long COVID: A 
Comparative Anthropological Study Of Illness Narratives Among 
The Nigerian Diaspora And Non-Immigrant American Communities 
In The U.S. Long COVID (PASC) remains heterogeneous and 
socially contested, making it an ideal lens for examining how 
culture shapes illness meaning, communication, and care-
seeking. Drawing on Cultural Models Theory, it investigates 
how Nigerian immigrants and non-immigrant Americans in the 
U.S. conceptualize, narrate, and manage Long COVID and how 
these cultural logics influence patient-provider interaction and 
therapeutic choice. The project is motivated by evidence that 
Nigerian cultural frameworks understand illness as a holistic 
disturbance spanning spiritual, social, and bodily domains and 
that U.S. lay “folk” health models coexist with biomedicine, 
conditions that can amplify ambiguity and misalignment in 
chronic, poorly demarcated syndromes. z2014024@students.
niu.edu (S-42)

___________________________

OTAÑEZ, Marty (CU Denver) Chatbots As “Psychedelic” Sitters: 
Expressions Of Culturally Aware Telehealth Technologies Or AI 
Capitalism? What skills are needed to address the challenges 
of chatbots as “psychedelic” sitters in research and practice? I 
address the ethics of chatbots in mental health, concerns about 
the role of chatbots in “psychedelic” journeys among people who 
self-administer medicine, and ways that AI capitalism influences 
Indigenous sovereignty. Whether you rely on AI in your work or 
remain critical of AI along cultural, environmental, and critical 
thinking lines, my presentation invites animated discussion about 
the potential uses and risks of chatbots in psychedelic spaces and 
other domains. marty.otanez@ucdenver.edu (S-32)

___________________________

OWUOR, Patrick (Wayne State U) and OBONDO, Doreen (Pamoja 
Community-Based Org) Exploring Healthcare Journeys: Narratives 
From Caregivers Of Children With Neurological Disorders. 
Neurological disorders threaten children’s development in Africa, 
where access to care and treatment remains limited. This study 
explored caregivers’ experiences with healthcare systems while 
seeking treatment for their children’s neurological conditions. 
Most participants said their first experiences with the health 
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system were confusing, overwhelming, and often depended 
on luck. The diagnosis process was often lengthy, involving trial 
and error, multiple hospital visits, and uncertainty. Additionally, 
caregivers demonstrated resilience and sacrifice navigating 
healthcare systems, but also face distress, underscoring the 
need for policies focusing on pediatric neurological diagnosis and 
management of illnesses. owuor@wayne.edu (F-38)

___________________________

OWUOR, Patrick (Wayne State U) and OBONDO, Doreen (Pamoja 
Community-Based Org) Prolonged Labor, Birth Complications, 
And Misdiagnoses: The Care-Seeking Agony Of Children With 
Neurological Disorders. Early diagnosis plays a crucial role in 
effectively managing neurological disorders in children, yet these 
conditions are often complex and difficult to identify. Our study 
explored missed opportunities and how caregivers can influence 
the diagnosis process in technology-constrained settings. 
Many participants reported difficult birth experiences, such as 
prolonged labor and birth complications, as well as early signs 
like delayed developmental milestones and speech problems. 
However, these concerns are often overlooked by healthcare 
providers. The findings highlight the crucial role caregivers play 
in recognizing these issues early and ensuring children receive 
the support they need. owuor@wayne.edu (TH-38)

___________________________

PACH, Alfred (Global Hlth Initiative, Henry Ford Hlth) Traditional 
And Contemporary Psychological Treatment For Psychosocial 
Disorders In Nepal: Points Of Divergence And Adaptation. 
Western psychological therapies have only begun to become 
mainstream in Nepal. Traditional treatment by shamans and 
ritual healers has always been utilized in the treatment of 
psychosocial disorders and remains in widespread use today. In 
cases of spirit possession and beliefs in haunting from traumatic 
deaths, when treated as ghost attacks or witchcraft, they are often 
labeled by psychologists as backward and uneducated practices. 
This presentation will explore how traditional practices based 
on cultural beliefs and values, idioms of illness, and situational 
contexts can provide information that may be adapted in 
Western psychological therapies to increase their effectiveness, 
acceptance, and relevance. pach3rd@gmail.com (TH-12)

___________________________

PACHECO, Gabriela, WILDMAN, Julia, MORGAN, Adelia, PARRA, 
Leonardo, and LUMLEY-SAPANSKI, Audrey (CO Mesa U) A 
Systematic Evidence Review: The Current State Of Knowledge 
And Gaps Regarding Trafficking In Persons Across The U.S.-
Mexico Border. Unreliable estimates of trafficking in persons (TIP) 
across the U.S.-Mexico border are driven in part by differences 
in normative definitions of TIP and the nature of the “invisible 
crime.” This research represents a critical first step in addressing 
this gap in knowledge, offering novel insights into the nature 
of human trafficking to and through Mexico and into the U.S. 
Findings are based on a systematic evidence review of 154 
pieces of gray and academic literature published between 2013 
and 2025 in Spanish or English. Key contributions of the SER 

include the identification of typologies and geographies of TIP. 
gapachecogonza@mavs.coloradomesa.edu (W-91)

___________________________

PAGE, Sarah (ECU) “Over My Dead Body!”: Queer Bodies Trapped 
In The Crosshairs Of (Another) Moral Panic. Drawing upon 
previous research on politicized homophobia in Jamaica, this 
media-based queer critical discourse analysis situates the plight 
of LGBTQ+ Americans as an amalgamation of crises contrived 
to contract queer citizens’ rights while securitizing power and 
wealth for powerful elites on the Right. The widening economic 
gap between the average conservative constituent and the 
leadership of the Republican Party spurred this crisis to invigorate 
cohesion and initiate political mobilization. Simultaneously, the 
consolidation of political power blooms out of excluding the 
queer Other. Rolling back legal protections for queer citizens 
amounts to state repression of this vulnerable population, 
simultaneously uniting divergent interests of the working-class 
base and elite leadership. pagesa18@ecu.edu (W-61)

___________________________

PAGE-REEVES, Janet (UNM HSC), RIVERA, Megan (Virginia 
Mason Franciscan Hlth), LOZANO, Evelyn (Mercy Hosp Chula 
Vista), REGINO, Lidia (UNM HSC), TELLEZ, Maria (One Hope 
Centro de Vida), RODRIGUEZ, Daniel Perez (UNM HSC), 
VASQUEZ, Camille (U Pitt Sch of Med), and ARAGON, Alejandro 
(UNM HSC) Insights From Integrating Novel Community 
Practices Of Shared Reading And Arts-Based Research In A 
Study Of The Tertulias Women’s Peer Support Group Model. 
“Tertulias” (“conversational gatherings”) was a study to test a 
novel peer support group intervention to reduce depression 
and social isolation, and increase empowerment and resilience, 
for participants who were women immigrants from Mexico. 
Tertulias integrated group shared reading (SR) and arts-based 
research (ABR) as novel components of the model being tested. 
The experience of Tertulias with using and integrating SR and ABE 
demonstrates the valuable potential of these two approaches, 
used alone or together, for enhancing social connectedness 
among participants, deepening our understanding of the 
process and outcomes, and for strengthening community 
practice in the context of Community-Engaged Research. (TH-
101)

___________________________

PALACIOS, Amanda (UTEP) Climate Change And Traditional 
Foodways In The Chihuahuan Desert Borderlands. The 
Chihuahuan Desert provides geographical continuity across the 
U.S.-Mexico border, allowing traditional foodways, supported 
by place-based ways of eating, to continue from one side of the 
border to the other. However, changes to climatic patterns, such 
as extreme heat and water insecurity, pose a threat to traditional 
foodways. This study explores the food-centered life histories of 
abuelas who migrated to the U.S. and the challenges they face 
in maintaining the traditional northern Mexican diet, posed by 
climate change. Attention is given to historical events that have 
reorganized the borderland landscape, which affects communal 
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water access that supports traditional subsistence activities. 
atpalacios@miners.utep.edu (TH-32)

___________________________

PALLAS-BRINK, Jaroslava (IMPART Alliance-MSU) and 
RAYANNAVAR, Vaishnavi (MSU) Care On Campus: Anthropological 
Perspectives On Technology And Family Caregiving. University 
faculty and staff who provide unpaid care often take on invisible 
labor that affects their career trajectories and work performance. 
This paper explores the role of everyday technologies such as 
Zoom, email, telehealth platforms, shared calendars, and group 
chats in balancing caregiving and professional responsibilities 
among Michigan State University faculty and staff. Drawing on 
mixed-method research that is part of a larger study on faculty 
caregivers, findings show that technology can both ease and 
intensify the demands of care, blurring boundaries between 
home and work. The study offers recommendations for 
institutional practices that support the labor of care. pallasb2@
msu.edu (W-134)

___________________________

PANAMENO, Ingrid (CSUDH) Living With Disability: Advocacy 
Through Lived Experience. This research investigates how people 
with disabilities build relationships, cope with challenges, and 
find support. Through ethnographic research at a rehabilitation 
hospital, this paper interrogates bureaucratic healthcare spaces 
and their ability to accommodate disabled lives. To understand 
these care gaps, I draw on critical medical anthropology, disability 
studies, and the history of disability rights in America. Using 
participant observation and semi-structured interviews with 
patients, this investigation reveals emergent themes from our 
fieldwork, such as healthcare, education, accessibility, societal 
acceptance, and financial barriers. Rather than viewing disability 
solely as a clinical category, this research emphasizes its social 
and relational dimensions. ingrid_panameno@yahoo.com (TH-
14)

___________________________

PANDEY, Annapurna (UCSC) The Last Samskara: Death, Ritual, 
And The Meaning Of Continuity In Hindu Practice. In August 
2025, I was present at my 90-year-old mother’s passing in 
Cuttack, India, and participated in her cremation and the 11 days 
of Hindu post-funeral rituals. This paper examines the last life 
cycle ritual (samskara) as both a spiritual and social act that links 
the living and the dead. Drawing on ethnographic, Vedic, and 
Upanishadic texts, I examine how these ancient rites influence 
moral continuity, emotional resilience, and communal meaning. 
Through an applied anthropological lens, the paper explores 
how death rituals serve as cultural frameworks for coping with 
loss and reaffirming the interdependence of life, death, and 
remembrance. adpandey@ucsc.edu (F-99)

___________________________

PARKER, Taylor (Mercer U) Living Stories, Living Forests: 
Reimagining Conservation In The Ecuadorian Amazon. This 
summer, I spent three weeks at the Iyarina Research Station in 

the Ecuadorian Amazon with two anthropology faculty members 
and 14 students. While there, we engaged with the Kichwa and 
their community-based biocultural conservation efforts, which 
involved integrating traditional environmental knowledge with 
lived cultural practices and inviting others to learn about their 
culture and how it is embedded in the natural world. Through 
storytelling, knowledge exchange, and participant observation, I 
realized that our aim was not to preserve Kichwa culture. Instead, 
the station’s goal was to improve local biodiversity, raise cultural 
awareness, and demonstrate the power of Indigenous, place-
based solutions grounded in self-determination. (W-45)

___________________________

PARRA, Leonardo, MORGAN, Adelia, WILDMAN, Julia, PACHECO, 
Gabriela, and LUMLEY-SAPANSKI, Audrey (CO Mesa U) A Temporal 
And Spatial Analysis Of Transnational Criminal Organizations: An 
Exploration Of Trafficking Across The U.S.-Mexico Border. Post–
2011, observers have identified the expansion of transnational 
criminal organizations (TCOs) into human smuggling and trafficking 
(TIP) across the U.S.-Mexico border. Understanding the role of 
TCOs and the impacts of anti-TCO policy on the prevalence and 
geography of TIP is critical in developing a proper response. Yet, 
recent changes in power structures have made understanding 
their role difficult. This research presents preliminary findings 
from an investigation into the role of TCOs in TIP based on analysis 
of literature published between 1978 and 2025. Findings identify 
the unintentional effects of enforcement actions, sanctions, and 
militarization in facilitating the expansion of cross-border TIP. 
lcparra@mavs.coloradomesa.edu (W-91)

___________________________

PASSMORE, Susan (UWM) The New Normal: Health Equity 
Research In A Shifting Federal Policy Landscape. Recent changes 
brought about by federal policy have had profound implications 
for the conduct and focus of health research. Ongoing projects 
have been abruptly halted, funding priorities at the national level 
have shifted, and universities are under pressure to comply with 
new federal agendas. This project examined the experiences and 
perspectives of researchers and community members who have 
been engaged in health equity work in a shifting landscape. Their 
vantage point on the current climate and the future of health 
equity research was explored through interviews, focus groups, 
and participant observation at a research-intensive university. 
passmore2@wisc.edu (W-96)

___________________________

PATTON, Natalie (U Denver Museum of Anth), LOMPE, Elena 
(UC Boulder Museum of Natural History), and SEDAR, Dena (U 
Denver Museum of Anth) Navigating Cultural Care and Duty of 
Care in University Museums. The University of Denver and the 
University of Colorado, Boulder both have on-campus museums 
with anthropology collections and master’s programs in museum 
studies that emphasize hands-on teaching opportunities for 
emerging museum professionals. With these kinds of programs, 
the collections are often frequently accessed. This discussion 
examines what it looks like to use and access university-housed 
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collections following duty of care requirements and cultural 
care. We discuss different approaches to how NAGPRA and non-
NAGPRA collections are accessed by museum studies students 
learning how to be practitioners, and how access is being limited 
until consultation with Tribes has been completed. (W-99)

___________________________

PAYNE, Kate (Independent) Grubbing Circle: At The Sea’s Edge 
And Women’s Hand Toponym, Bahamas. In a small community 
located in the Exumas, Bahamas, women practiced a style of 
hand fishing called grubbing. They maintained specialized roles 
in the grubbing circle, a practice that evolved from the place 
itself, thanks to an expansive mangrove system. Mostly open, this 
expansive system is marked by shallow waters where parts of the 
mangrove dry out completely at low tide. The women of Forbes 
Hill developed the unique fishing method through cooperation, 
social organization, and their traditional ecological knowledge 
of the mangroves. Both individual and collective settlement 
livelihoods depended upon this practice during times of disasters 
and economic downturn. bellacandela@gmail.com (TH-123)

___________________________

PELLENBARG, Lucy, GLASS, Kathleen, and STRONG, Adrienne 
(UFL) End-Of-Life Care In Tanzania: Clinical And Cultural 
Perspectives In Resource-Limited Settings. Interviews with 
Tanzanian physicians reveal the complexity of providing end-of-
life care in under-resourced hospitals. Doctors described moral 
and emotional challenges in treating terminally ill patients, 
balancing truth-telling, family expectations, and religious beliefs. 
Many linked death with spiritual acceptance, framing palliative 
care as both physical comfort and moral duty. Pain relief remained 
central but inconsistently managed due to medication shortages 
and limited training. Emotional support was often substituted 
for pharmacologic care. Overall, the findings highlight how 
local values of faith, endurance, and family interconnectedness 
shape how healthcare workers approach dying and dignity, with 
implications for how to apply similar methods to the study of 
these issues across cultural settings. lucypellenbarg@ufl.edu (W-
68)

___________________________

PETERS, Alicia (UNE) Applying Anthropology And Survivor 
Experience To Inform Responses To Human Trafficking. Drawing 
on two years of ethnographic fieldwork, this paper centers the 
narratives of human trafficking survivors—cisgender women 
with substance use disorder trafficked for commercial sex and 
forced drug selling in northern New England—to highlight the 
ways that structural violence informs the trajectories of these 
survivors’ lives. Highlighting the role of economic insecurity, lack 
of safe and affordable housing, and inadequate health care and 
treatment for substance use disorder in perpetuating trafficking, 
the presentation proposes a shift from interventionist criminal 
legal responses to a preventative approach that addresses the 
factors that make individuals vulnerable to trafficking. apeters2@
une.edu (W-91)

___________________________

PETERSON, Nicole (UNCC) Reimagining Access: The Social 
Construction Of Food System Challenges. Improving access to 
the food system focuses on providing or improving resources 
like money and transportation, or minimizing challenges for 
individuals, such as around stigma. In this paper, I review what 
we’ve learned through assessments of food access for students 
and the general population to suggest that access as a concept 
may limit how we understand and address what we call food 
or nutritional insecurity, lack of access, or lack of sovereignty. 
In focusing on access, we are envisioning a way to make up 
for gaps or challenges for individuals, who often need to make 
the effort to apply for programs or find pantries, rather than 
creating broader changes in food systems and related areas that 
improve experiences for more people. Assumptions of individual 
responsibility underlie the logic for planning and design for 
individual access, leading to inequitable, insufficient, and 
damaging solutions. More holistic solutions might incorporate 
universal policy approaches. (W-61)

___________________________

PFEIFFER, Martin (UNM) Interrogating USA Nuclear Weapons 
Heritage: Public Records And Participant Observation. 
Anthropologists underutilize public records and freedom of 
information laws in their research. In this paper, I examine some 
possibilities and potential benefits for anthropologists to engage 
public records and freedom of information laws. I ground this 
discussion in my experiences researching—through archives, 
Freedom of Information Act requests, and as a volunteer 
docent—the National Museum of Nuclear Science and History. 
Deploying these three tactics in iterative and mutually informing 
ways—as I show—can enhance the critical and informational 
value of anthropological research. mpfeiffer1@unm.edu (TH-
104)

___________________________

PLACEK, Caitlyn and KALJEE, Linda (Henry Ford Hlth System) 
Cultural Adaptation Methods And Approaches In Global Mental 
Health Research. Cultural adaptation in global mental health 
research (CAGMHR) involves modifying interventions, such 
as evidence-based treatments (EBTs), to enhance cultural 
sensitivity while preserving fidelity and effectiveness. Few 
studies in CAGMHR, however, include anthropological insights, 
such as definitions of culture and ethnographic methods. 
This presentation will summarize the research, methods, and 
applications of CAGMHR and identify anthropological gaps 
in the literature. In summary, our overall aim for this talk is to 
raise questions and discussion for those interested in developing 
and evaluating culturally sensitive interventions and EBTs, and 
to identify ways anthropology can enhance existing CAGMHR 
research. caitlyn.placek@gmail.com (TH-12)

___________________________

PODRABSKY, Dylan (U Oregon) The Production Of Visibility: 
Homelessness, Self-Presentation, And Displacement. People 
experiencing homelessness (PEH), especially unsheltered 
homelessness, constantly face the violence of displacement, 
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which reproduces the precarity of a population becoming 
increasingly subject to state violence. Drawing upon the lived 
experience of PEH in a U.S. city with a high rate of unsheltered 
homelessness, this presentation focuses on the “production of 
visibility”: the ways by which PEH are denied access to the space, 
resources, and time needed to present themselves in a normative 
manner. This lack of agency in self-presentation exposes PEH 
to stigmatization, displacement, and legal violence, thereby 
making it an active mode by which homelessness is perpetuated. 
dylanpodrabsky@gmail.com (W-67)

___________________________

PULLEN, Sydney and SCALLORN, Morgan (MS State U) Contested 
Care: Competing Meanings And Community Care In A Historic 
Black Cemetery In Mississippi. Initially formed as part of a 
thriving religious community during Reconstruction, Brush Arbor 
Cemetery in Starkville, Mississippi, came under city ownership 
in 2012. A coalition of White- and Black-led community groups 
has recently embarked on an effort to bring attention to and care 
for the cemetery, in collaboration with city officials. This paper 
explains why the cemetery became less well used, who now cares 
for the cemetery, and how people understand the significance of 
the site. In asking these questions, we consider how racism works 
and how it might be challenged through everyday practices of 
community-based research. sp2365@msstate.edu (S-09)

___________________________

QUIROZ, Ivonne (CUNY SPH) Solidarity, Not Charity: The Use 
Of Collective Care By Latinos Living In Queens, NY. Research 
into collective care, formally organized through mutual aid 
groups, has grown since their increasing popularity in 2020 and 
the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. However, there is less 
known about informal collective care, for example, reciprocal 
exchanges of resources between neighbors, friends, and family 
members. Using preliminary data from a series of 16 3-stage 
interviews, this paper explores how Latinos in Queens, NY, 
use collective care, both formal and informal, to help sustain 
those most impacted by changing societal and political tides 
and create more food-secure communities. ivonne.quiroz94@
sphmail.cuny.edu (F-14)

___________________________

RADONIC, Lucero (NAU) Counting, Categorizing, Dreaming: 
Methods For Centering Cultural Values In Climate Adaptation 
Research. This paper reflects on almost a decade of applied 
and collaborative research on green infrastructure (GI) policies 
and practices in the desert Southwest. It specifically focuses 
on two complementary methods developed to assist local 
decision-makers in advancing a more equitable framework for 
GI implementation by drawing attention to localized human-
plant relations. In examining the opportunities, limitations, and 
challenges offered by “landscape surveys” and “dream gardens,” 
the paper engages discussions of just environmental futures 
and contributes to the development of applied anthropology’s 
toolkit. lucero.radonic@nau.edu (F-06)

___________________________

RAHMAN, Mahir (USF) Addressing Adolescent Gender-Based 
Violence Using Person-Centered Adolescent Care In The North 
Coast Of Perú. “There is no space for adolescents—why would 
they come here?” Obstetricians and school faculty in the North 
Coast of Perú are often confronted with cases of assault/abuse, 
improper abortions, and misinformation among adolescents. 
Six months of ethnography in local schools and hospitals in 
Huanchaco, Perú, have revealed grueling narratives of pregnant 
and parenting adolescents. School-based adolescent attention 
centers are a shared interest between key actors in preventing 
gender-based violence, addressing pregnant/parenting 
adolescent healthcare, and contextualized care. OBs, educators, 
and anthropologists alike must collaborate to change how 
reproductive medical services are delivered to adolescents with 
higher risks of experiencing GBV. mahirrahman@usf.edu (F-02)

___________________________

RAHMAN, Mahir (USF) Negotiating (M)otherhood: Construction 
Of Self Through Community Perception Of Pregnant Adolescents. 
Pregnant and parenting adolescents (PPAs) in the North Coast 
of Perú are bound by protocol and stigma. Minimal research has 
highlighted how PPAs navigate their identity and well-being in 
schools and medical centers. Over six months of ethnographic 
research, conducted through participant observation and 
semi-structured interviews with adolescents and medical 
professionals, highlight how community perceptions of PPAs 
cause adolescents to negotiate, resist, and often succumb to a 
community-level othering. The interviews reveal the normalized 
burden post-conception, in which adolescents must navigate 
their livelihood. I argue that PPAs are subjected to an “othering” 
through institutional (schools, hospitals) practice and community 
perceptions. mahirr0127@gmail.com (W-128)

___________________________

RAMIREZ, Sandra (Hendrix Coll) Redefining The College Experience: 
Students’ Self-Reflection In The Wake Of The COVID-19 Pandemic. 
The college experience involves academic and social engagement 
through participation in coursework, extracurricular activities, and 
campus traditions. COVID-19 disrupted these elements, forcing 
institutions and students to shift to virtual environments. Despite 
institutions’ best efforts to maintain enrollment and progress, 
many students became disconnected from the social aspects that 
define college life. This study analyzes 56 interviews from the fall 
of 2020 at a large Midwestern state university, examining student 
perceptions of engagement during this time of change. Findings 
reveal that the trajectory of these inequalities increased but also 
provided flexibility for students to explore new ways to navigate 
academia. ramirezsn@hendrix.edu (W-102)

___________________________

RATTE, Stephanie (Columbia U) Landscapes Of The Dead: Situating 
Cemeteries As Urban Ecologies. Through ethnographic research 
in Honolulu, Hawai’i, I examine how flood risk, urban forestry, 
and questions of nature converged unexpectedly in the labor 
of community restoration of a previously neglected Japanese 
cemetery. Alongside caring for the spaces of the deceased, those 
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dedicated to restoration work engaged in surprising ways with 
critical predicaments of urban ecologies. This paper asks how 
we might approach cemeteries as landscapes that draw in varied 
environmental questions, including flooding and forestry, as well 
as waste, houselessness, and public access. It asks, moreover, 
what engagement in cemeteries looks like when ethnography 
arrives there obliquely. smr2224@columbia.edu (S-09)

___________________________

RAYCRAFT, Justin (U Lethbridge) Development Priorities On 
The Maasai Steppe, Tanzania: A Participatory Approach. This 
paper outlines development priorities on the Maasai Steppe of 
northern Tanzania. Collaborative and participatory ethnographic 
research methods were used to document and communicate 
local people’s everyday concerns to a wider audience, with the 
hopes of making them policy actionable. Interviews were carried 
out with 240 household heads (50% men; 50% women) across 
12 administrative villages. Local Kisongo and Arusha Maasai 
agropastoralists were mainly concerned about water scarcity, 
human-wildlife conflict, and food insecurity. In presenting these 
results, the paper reflects on the potential societal impacts of 
ethnographic field research. justin.raycraft@uleth.ca (W-12)

___________________________

RE CRUZ, Alicia (UNT) Transformative Inspirational Paths In Victor 
Garcia’s Applied Anthropological Life And Work. Victor Garcia’s life 
and work are intimately connected by the thread of his interests in 
Latino immigrant and farmworker communities in the U.S. and the 
Mexican communities they come from. The focus on drug addiction 
and alcohol consumption among immigrants, and the uniqueness 
of Victor’s research methodology, show the socially transformative 
relevance of his anthropological work, not only in his scholarship, 
but also in his academic roles as professor, advisor, and mentor. 
Framed on Victor’s socially transformative anthropological legacy, 
this presentation focuses on his methodological dexterity, weaving 
theory and praxis, using some examples of the commitment to 
social justice throughout his broad interwoven scholarship and 
academic repertoire. Alicia.ReCruz@unt.edu (W-32)

___________________________

REDMORE, Lauren, CARIM, Kellie, and RUSHING, Jaclyn (USFS) 
Bridging The Waters: Lessons Learned On Federal-Tribal Shared 
Stewardship Of Wild And Scenic Rivers. As the U.S. government 
advances federal-Tribal shared stewardship of federal lands, 
little is understood about how these efforts are carried out in 
the context of Wild and Scenic Rivers (WSRs). To address this 
gap, we interviewed WSR staff and Tribes for a comparative case 
study of two rivers. Interviews revealed that context remains 
foundational to Federal-Tribal relationships, but Tribes retained 
strong connections to their homelands. Outcomes included the 
formalization of work agreements, increased Tribal access to 
customary lands, shared resource monitoring, and reinforced 
lines of communication between governments. Diverse 
governance systems may hold lessons for Federal-Tribal shared 
stewardship of WSRs. lauren.redmore@usda.gov (W-64)

___________________________

REDMORE, Lauren (USFS), ISENSEE, Shelby, JACKSON, Nash, and 
ZAVALETA CHEEK, Jennifer (SD State U) The Role Of Women’s 
Outdoor Groups In Redefining Hunting And Fishing Success For 
Adult-Onset Learners. Success in hunting and fishing is commonly 
understood as the taking of fish or game. Yet, hunting and fishing 
require many competencies to get to the harvest. A growing 
number of outdoor programs for women offer the chance to 
reexamine the meanings of success for adult-onset learners. 
Using semi-structured interviews with 21 women’s outdoor 
group leaders, we identified five themes of success: ethical 
harvest, connecting to nature, building community, connecting 
to self, and creating an accepting culture. By emphasizing these 
definitions of success, adult-onset learners may recognize 
personal growth in confidence and skills even when no fish or 
game are harvested. lauren.redmore@usda.gov (W-64)

___________________________

RENKERT, Sarah (Purdue U) and CONCHA DIAZ, Lady Shirley 
(UNSA) Reimagining Tourism In The Colca Valley: Regenerative 
Aspirations In The Shadow Of Mass Tourism. In Peru’s Colca 
Valley, tourism represents not only a vital livelihood strategy but 
also a site of aspiration and possibility. Yet, for small businesses 
and municipalities engaged in community tourism, there is a 
need to strategically navigate and reimagine tourism amid the 
dominance of the “Full Day” tour. Drawing on ethnographic 
research by the Arequipa Nexus Institute, this paper examines 
how local actors pursue regenerative tourism practices grounded 
in creativity, diversification, and collaboration. While navigating 
the shadow of mass tourism presents challenges, these efforts 
demonstrate the potential to redefine Colca as a destination 
centered on culture, community, and sustainable exploration. 
srenkert@purdue.edu (F-122)

___________________________

RENTSCHLER, Carrie (McGill U) Feeling Glucose Like A Diabetic. 
According to medical anthropologists, what it means to have 
diabetes is shaped by what we do with the condition, the 
technologies we use, and the numbers we produce. This talk 
examines how people with diabetes feel glucose numbers through 
the technology of the continuous glucose monitor (CGM). So too, 
increasingly, do people without diabetes. Based on analyses of 
social media marketing campaigns, online promotions, unboxing 
videos, and a corpus of social media comments about CGM use 
by people without diabetes, this talk demonstrates how centrally 
the chronic illness figures in the practices, routines, and feel 
of quantified selfhood with the CGM—around the one chronic 
illness that stands in for managed chronic living more generally: 
diabetes. carrie.rentschler@mcgill.ca (W-33)

___________________________

REVILLA-MINAYA, Caissa (AMNH) Ontologies Of Wellbeing: 
Exploring Indigenous Matsigenka Conceptions Of Food, Nutrition, 
And Health. Healthcare services offered to minority Indigenous 
populations often employ Western health conceptions, ignoring 
local notions of health and wellbeing. This undermines self-
determination and can potentially lead to misguided solutions 
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to externally defined health problems. Drawing on 37 months 
of ethnographic research among Indigenous Matsigenka in 
Amazonian Peru, I compare their notions of nutrition and health 
with governmental health standards. I argue that, for Matsigenka, 
health is part of overarching ontologies of wellbeing, shaped 
by both human and non-human relationships. Using these 
results to co-design healthcare strategies, in collaboration with 
Matsigenka, will improve health services and wellbeing as they 
conceive it. crevilla-minaya@amnh.org (Prerecorded)

___________________________

RIBEIRO PORTO ARAUJO, Mariana, FERNANDES, Amanda, and 
NUNES, Caio Cezar (IL Wesleyan U) The Academy’s Borders: 
How Nepantla Makes (And Unmakes) Belonging. This paper 
navigates Gloria Anzaldúa’s Borderlands/La Frontera (1987) and 
the work of Brazilian scholar Lélia Gonzalez to put “nepantla” in 
dialogue with the “outsider within.” Through autoethnographic 
vignettes, we write as working-class individuals living across 
borders of country, class, race, gender, and language. We read 
nepantla as a site of resistance where displacement becomes 
attention and ethical care, including care for more-than-human 
kin. Positioning ourselves as nepantlera subjects, we show how 
the academy enacts borders through norms and infrastructures, 
and how nepantla enables border-crossing, situated knowledge 
production unique to this position, expanding possibilities of 
belonging while also reckoning with its psychological costs. 
ribeirom@oregonstate.edu (F-07)

___________________________

RICE, Melody (OR State U) Knowledge Co-Production On The 
Klamath River: Developing Middle School Ecology Curriculum. 
My research is situated within a multidisciplinary project 
between Oregon State University and the Yurok Tribe, working to 
understand the cultural and ecological dynamics in the Klamath 
River Basin post-dam removal. As an applied outcome of this larger 
project, my thesis is working towards developing a place-based 
curriculum on Klamath River ecology for middle school students 
across Oregon, using knowledge co-production as a theoretical 
and methodological framework. Using qualitative interviews 
with river ecologists, middle school educators, and Yurok tribal 
members, the curriculum will draw on both Indigenous ecological 
knowledge and “Western” ecological science as an application of 
knowledge co-production. ricev@oregonstate.edu (TH-126)

___________________________

RICH, Caylyn, CARNEY, Megan, and IBARRA, Deyanira (U Arizona) 
Making Sense Of Water (In)Security: Community Conversations 
In Southern Arizona. Despite prevalent water insecurity in 
high-income countries, infrastructural and governance-based 
responses are increasingly viewed as insufficient. To better 
understand instances of water insecurity, the research team 
used a participatory, co-produced methodological approach 
known as pláticas to engage in conversations with water-
insecure groups in Southern Arizona. Through these informal 
and collaborative discussions, contributors shared insights 
and collective experiences to convey how they relate to water 

insecurity. Preliminary findings reveal many “de facto” or 
unofficial strategies inform relationships to water insecurity. 
By emphasizing relational frameworks that identify community 
priorities and responses, pláticas advance contextually 
meaningful ways of understanding and addressing water 
insecurity. richcay@arizona.edu (F-06)

___________________________

RIEGER, Ivy (UNAM) Understanding Biocultural Patrimony And 
Applied Strategies Of Sustainability: Lessons From The Ancestral 
Mezcal Industry In Santa Catarina Minas, Oaxaca. For over a 
decade, mezcal has experienced a commercial boom, providing 
new economic opportunities as well as threats of capitalistic 
gentrification. Given this context, ancestral mezcal producers 
in Santa Catarina Minas, Oaxaca, Mexico, which considers itself 
the “birthplace” of mezcal, are adopting a revivalist approach, 
reframing techniques of production, types of agaves used, and 
terroir based on concepts of tradition and cultural heritage to 
create politicized narratives of local socioeconomic autonomy 
that defend their local model of mezcal production against 
external capitalist modes of production and the overexploitation 
of the landscape, its natural resources, and its human and non-
human inhabitants. ivy.alana@gmail.com (F-104)

___________________________

RIVERA ARRIVILLAGA, Margarita (KU) Varying Conditions For 
Building Community Health Responses After Internal Forced 
Displacement: The Case Of Three Communities In Chihuahua, 
Mexico. One of the regions where Internal Forced Displacement 
occurs the most in México is Guadalupe and Calvo, a municipality 
located in the southwest of the state of Chihuahua, inhabited 
by Rarámuri, Ódami, and shaped by the Western Sierra Madre. 
Internally Displaced People who are forced to resettle follow 
different routes and arrive at various places of refuge, sometimes 
without support, other times accompanied by state mechanisms 
or Non-Governmental Organizations. This presentation 
focuses on the examples of different contexts of mobility and 
resettlement, which present varying conditions for the creation 
of community ties and health responses after the displacement. 
marivera@ku.edu (TH-98)

___________________________

RIZO, Britsy Lozolla (U Arizona) Old Spanish Trail Is A Misnomer. 
The U.S. National Historic Trail called the Old Spanish Trail has been 
incorrectly named and wrongly located by small communities, 
states, and the U.S. Federal Government. The current toponym 
OST refers to three distinct trails that cover about 1,200 miles, 
40,000 years, and connect New Mexico and Southern California. 
Since about 1680, trail use, location, and condition have been 
influenced by the Native horses, Mexican caravans of animals, 
and thousands of U.S. immigrant wagons. This analysis is based 
on more than a hundred ethnographic interviews conducted with 
members of contemporary Native and Hispanic communities 
located on one or more versions of the evolving OST. britsyr@
gmail.com (TH-93)

___________________________
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ROBBINS, James and APPLETON, Kaylee (USF) Redefining 
Originality: Rethinking Reuse In Academia, An Argument For 
Accessibility And Change. Self-plagiarism is one of the stranger 
concepts to arise in higher education in recent years. The 
idea that reusing one’s own work is an academic integrity 
violation, comparable to the theft of another’s ideas, has been 
significantly challenged in literature, and evidence shows that 
the majority of students and many faculty do not consider it 
problematic. We show how conceptual issues of self-plagiarism 
are grounded in production-based capitalist models of higher 
education and other problematic systems and ideologies 
and should be considered from an accessibility perspective. 
From this, we make the case for letting this concept die. 
jamestrobbins@outlook.com (S-31)

___________________________

RODRÍGUEZ, Julio (U Oxford) “Rethinking Natural Resources” On 
The Island Of Montserrat. Thirty years after the 1995 volcanic 
eruptions that destroyed two-thirds of Montserrat, the island is 
still struggling to fully recover. In the absence of a purpose-built 
hospital or port, there is a constant outmigration, and inhabitants 
feel trapped in a perpetual “survival mode.” Drawing on five 
months of ethnographic fieldwork, this paper examines how 
people perceive the prospect of geothermal energy and “green 
mining.” The historical legacies of colonialism and slavery and 
their influence on current governance highlight how uncertainty 
and mistrust can hinder local infrastructure development. Finally, 
practical social impediments and potential solutions to the 
energy transition are discussed. (Prerecorded)

___________________________

RODRIGUEZ, Monica and MCMAHON, Todd (UCF) Universal 
Design As A Faculty Accommodation. Little is known about 
the way faculty receive accommodations while teaching in the 
classroom. This presentation explores a collaboration between 
one staff member and one hard-of-hearing faculty member using 
available technology to improve faculty/student communication 
in the classroom. It focuses on the use of a special microphone 
that was created for better communication in hybrid classrooms 
adapted for teaching in large (80-200 student) classrooms for a 
hard-of-hearing faculty member. While this case study will not 
work for everyone, it is an example of how universal design can 
be used both as an accommodation and to improve classroom 
communication with students. monicarodriguez.anthro@ucf.edu 
(Prerecorded)

___________________________

RODRIGUEZ, Sophia and POZAR, Maria (UCR) Accompaniment 
In Rural CA: Care Networks And Strategies At A Free Clinic. 
Immigration enforcement and surveillance have intensely 
escalated in inland Southern California, which has deterred 
migrants from initiating or attending medical appointments but 
also seeking care in general, as hospitals, clinics, and federal/
state facilities are targeted. This paper discusses strategies 
from a free clinic that include services offered, patient safety 
and recruitment, and community collaborations. The Coachella 

Valley Free Clinic has provided free health and social services to 
migrant families and farm workers in collaboration with a Catholic 
church and community health workers. Accompaniment for 
health equity and justice requires finessing fugitivity, leveraging 
resources, and skill-sharing with other care networks. sophia.
rodriguez@ucr.edu (TH-68)

___________________________

RODRIGUEZ DELGADO, Gabriela (CSUDH) Rooted In Hope: 
Community Garden Programs As Resistance To Systems Of Erasure 
In Rehabilitation. This oral history research examines a restorative 
garden program at a rehabilitation center in LA County. Using 
ethnographic fieldwork methods, it explores how the program 
addresses critical gaps created by bureaucratic structures that 
collapse patient personhood into biomedical objects and push 
them into invisibility. Drawing on critical disability studies, this 
work reveals how the community garden program functions 
as more than integrated care; it serves as both a therapeutic 
landscape and a site of resistance against personhood erasure, 
invisibility, and systemic abandonment by centering patients as 
visible, active persons with autonomy. grodriguez232@toromail.
csudh.edu (TH-14)

___________________________

ROLL, Lydia Shanklin (SNHU) Challenging Narratives: Kurdish 
Asylum Seekers In Chicago. Drawing on ethnographic research in 
Chicago, Illinois, this paper explores the ways Kurdish migrants, 
and specifically recent university graduates from Turkey, 
navigate U.S. immigration bureaucracy and challenge dominant 
narratives of asylum seeking that center tropes of victimhood. 
My interlocutors were violently displaced from their villages as 
young children and endured ongoing othering, discrimination, 
and physical and political violence as Kurdish citizens of an 
ethno-nationalist Turkish state. However, as asylum seekers, 
they exercise agency through committing their stories to paper, 
presenting their narratives to the U.S. government, asserting 
their identity, and building community. lydiaroll@gmail.com (F-
91)

___________________________

ROSE, Helen (Gatton Academy of Mathematics & Sci) and 
BROTZGE, Jerald (KY Climate Ctr, WKU) Inland Impacts Of Tropical-
System-Induced Precipitation On Kentucky’s Crop Harvest: 
A Historical And Statistical Analysis. Historically, Kentucky’s 
climate has been uniquely impacted by tropical systems that 
bring drought-ending rains, but also severe flooding. Especially 
in Kentucky, drought has proven to be very impactful on cash 
crop revenue and production, decreasing up to 47% of corn 
revenue during episodes of drought (Craft et al., 2013). Using 
data from the National Agricultural Statistics Service on corn, 
hay, and soybean yield and the HURDAT2 tropical storm dataset, 
this study examines the relationship between tropical-system-
induced flooding, drought alleviation, and cash crop production 
and revenue to gain a deeper understanding of the economic 
impact of tropical systems on inland populations. (TH-01)

___________________________
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RUBINSTEIN, Ellen, MAACK, Brody, HURSMAN, Allison, and 
PARRY, Emily (NDSU), HEINEMANN, Laura (Creighton U) 
Where Culture Meets The Counter: Working At The Intersection 
Of Anthropology And Pharmacy. Anthropology has a long 
history with medicine, but little experience collaborating with 
pharmacists. Pharmacists are uniquely suited to anthropological 
collaboration, in part because pharmacy, like anthropology, is 
a discipline on the margins: anthropologists often struggle to 
articulate their strengths to healthcare researchers accustomed 
to quantitative data, while pharmacists must prove their value to 
medical colleagues who fail to understand the scope of their work. 
Working from the margins, however, creates new possibilities 
that can strengthen both professions. This presentation 
reflects on the ongoing collaborative work among a group of 
anthropologists and pharmacists, including practicalities, pitfalls, 
and opportunities for continued growth. ellen.rubinstein@aya.
yale.edu (TH-45)

___________________________

RUBINSTEIN, Robert (Syracuse U) and FUJIMURA, Clementine 
(USNA) Resilient Framing: Maintaining Anthropological Relevance 
In Higher Education. Current challenges facing Higher Education 
are very much like those facing anthropology in the early to mid-
20th century, when it was developing concepts that some political 
powers saw as anathema. This is leading toward diminished 
institutional support, despite the discipline’s proven value in 
a wide range of sectors. This challenge faces all educational 
institutions, including public and private colleges and universities, 
and professional military education institutions. Anthropological 
resilience depends upon developing rhetorical strategies that make 
clear to the public their importance. We describe how this can be 
accomplished in the context of professional military education and 
public policy schools. rar@syr.edu (F-31)

___________________________

RUPCIC, Sonia and MITCHELL, Shannon (VA), DICHTER, Melissa 
(VA & Temple U), BORRERO, Sonya and QUINN, Deirdre (VA 
& U Pitt) “We Don’t Represent The Abusers”: Legal Abuse And 
How Healthcare And Legal Service Providers Mitigate Its Effects. 
Medical-legal collaborations are a promising multisectoral 
intervention for supporting intimate partner violence (IPV) 
survivors, but little is known about how service providers reckon 
with “legal abuse,” misuse of the law to maintain coercive control. 
Drawing on insights from Veteran-survivors and healthcare and 
legal service providers implementing medical-legal collaborations 
through the Veterans Health Administration, this presentation 
suggests that divestment from civil legal aid facilitates legal abuse 
while placing the burden on ill-prepared attorneys to determine 
when clients are manipulating the law to commit abuse. I propose 
an ethnographically informed, community-engaged approach to 
addressing legal abuse through improved care coordination and 
legal reform. sonia.rupcic@va.gov (F-02)

___________________________

RYABOVA, Maria (U Pitt) Speculative Auto-Ethnography: Feminist 
Methodology In The Age Of Big Tech Censorship. In an era of Big 

Tech surveillance and censorship disguised in non-disclosure 
agreements, anthropology faces urgent methodological 
challenges. I propose speculative auto-ethnography as a 
feminist method to confront these challenges, navigate data 
dispossession, and resist corporate silencing. Emerging through 
genre-bending narrative techniques, this approach blends fiction 
with ethnography to preserve critique and enable plausible 
deniability. Drawing on the author’s auto-ethnographic case 
study, postcolonial literary scholarship, and Audra Simpson’s 
theory of ethnographic refusal, it advances a tradition of 
Aesopian language—both a survival tactic and a source of 
joy—empowering anthropologists to reject Big Tech’s dystopian 
agendas. mar375@pitt.edu (S-07)

___________________________

SAGNIC, Sevin, HAINES, Kyle, FORMAN, Fonna, CRUZ, Teddy, and 
KNIGHT, Amy (UCSD) Designing Refuge In A Heating World: Political 
Ecologies Of Flow, Borders, And Belonging. At the U.S.-Mexico 
frontier, political and ecological borders increasingly converge, as 
extreme heat exposes the limits of conventional mitigation and 
adaptation approaches. Using the MAST framework (Mitigation, 
Adaptation, Societal Transformation), this paper examines 
Alacrán Barrio Santuario as a site where residents, designers, and 
policymakers negotiate overlapping crises of heat, migration, and 
inequality. Drawing from policy analysis, ethnographic observation, 
and spatial heat data, it explores how community experiments 
in ecological refuge enact transformative governance beyond 
technocratic adaptation. By tracing how border governance manages 
exposure and belonging, the paper reimagines climate resilience as 
a process of social inclusion and collective transformation under 
heat. ssagnic@ucsd.edu (F-36)

___________________________

SALAPANOV, Sam (U Arizona) Stockpiling, Celibacy, And 
Switching Contraception: Interpreting Gendered Responses To 
The 2024 Election. Based on data gathered by the Collaborative 
Anthropology of Reproduction and the Environment Lab at the 
University of Arizona, this presentation considers the influence 
of the 2024 presidential election on young adults’ reproductive 
aspirations and contraceptive decisions. From focus groups with 
the same participants before and after the November election, 
this research aims to understand the connection between 
contentious political moments and people’s (re)actions to it, 
including shifting desires for having children and contraceptive 
use. Further, how does the erosion of reproductive rights create 
gendered responses and reflections on reproductive futures? (S-
44)

___________________________

SAMUEL, Morenike, HELFRECHT, Courtney, WALLACE, Jessica, 
and WEINMAN, Steven (UA) PFAS Exposure Effects On Adolescent 
Athletes’ Nutritional Status In Alabama. This presentation 
explores the intersection of environmental health, community 
engagement, and interdisciplinary collaboration in addressing the 
impact of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) exposure 
on adolescent athletes attending Title 1 high schools in central 
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and south Alabama. PFAS, commonly found in drinking water 
and personal care products, have been linked to adverse health 
outcomes, including obesity and metabolic disorders. By working 
collectively across disciplines (anthropology, athletic training, 
and chemical engineering), this research investigates how 
environmental contaminants contribute to health disparities, 
particularly among young athletes, a group that engages in 
high levels of physical activity. This work serves as a model for 
addressing pressing health challenges through collective action, 
reinforcing the importance of sustainable, community-centered 
research practices. mtsamuel1@crimson.ua.edu (W-94)

___________________________

SANCHEZ, Gabriella (U Miami) From Destruction Came 
Decolonization: An Analysis Of Afro-Indigenous Awakenings 
In A Post-Hurricane Maria Puerto Rico. In the aftermath of 
Hurricane Maria (2017), the inadequate U.S. response provoked 
local backlash that sparked cultural revival movements across 
Puerto Rico. These efforts utilized political, spiritual, and creative 
approaches from local peoples to reclaim their Afro-Indigenous 
ancestral identities and confront colonialism erasure. Traditions, 
including Bomba, casabe ceremonies, and Kokobale, embody 
the resilient traditions and renewal that were brought to the 
forefront of intracultural exchange. This paper argues, through 
an interdisciplinary analysis, that post-Hurricane Maria Puerto 
Rico became not only a site of restoration but a space where 
decolonial mindsets spread through the resurgence of these 
Afro-Indigenous practices. gabyangelique2@gmail.com (F-72)

___________________________

SANCHEZ, Sam (U Arizona) Managing Reproductive 
Expectations, Rethinking Reproductive Responsibility. How do 
familial, community, and broader social pressures contribute 
to how young adults think about their sexual and reproductive 
futures? How does growing up surrounded by an anti-gender 
perspective—that assumes reproductive roles and desires are 
determined by sex—inform young adults’ feelings about their 
reproductive and kinship futures? This paper addresses how 
young adults living in Arizona, who participated in interviews 
conducted by the Collaborative Anthropology of Reproduction 
and the Environment Lab, articulate the influence of gendered 
and religious expectations on their reproductive aspirations: 
producing reproductive hesitancy and leading young adults to 
explore kinship outside heteronormative standards. (S-44)

___________________________

SANCHEZ, Samantha (UTRVG) Capturing NOAA’s Legacy: An 
Intern’s Perspective On Preserving Institutional Knowledge 
Through Oral Histories. The Institutional Knowledge Project 
within NOAA Voices is a social science initiative focused on 
retaining the experiential knowledge, institutional practices, 
and professional legacies of NOAA’s workforce through oral 
history documentation. Oral histories aim to preserve the 
lived experiences, decision-making processes, and informal 
expertise of NOAA employees. These recorded legacies ensure 
the preservation of NOAA’s scientific, cultural, and experiential 

knowledge for the next generation. Through the perspective of 
an intern conducting, transcribing, and developing 3 to 4 oral 
histories, this project reflects the unique experience of an early 
practitioner navigating the collection of institutional knowledge 
at NOAA Voices. samantha.sanchez17@utrgv.edu (Prerecorded)

___________________________

SARRIA, Isabel (ECU) Ethnographic Experiences In Peru. 
Ethnographic research hinges on an anthropologist’s ability to 
build strong relationships with key informants and listen to them 
to broaden our understanding of their culture and experiences. 
Although important information can be gathered from informants 
in simple interviews, it is our key informants who often make 
those connections possible. I will focus on my own experiences 
speaking with key informants while traveling and conducting 
research in the Andean highlands, and how those conversations 
were an integral part of my gaining a deeper understanding of 
the culture I was in, as well as the context behind our research. 
sarriai21@students.ecu.edu (W-11)

___________________________

SCHACHT, Lars-Michael (U Bonn) Rethinking Critiques Of 
Voyeurism: Mining Tourism In Potosí As Self-Representation. 
This paper examines mining tourism in Potosí’s active Cerro Rico 
mines, where international visitors encounter Indigenous miners 
at work. Drawing on three months of ethnographic fieldwork, 
including participant observation and interviews, it explores 
how miners and tourists differently interpret these encounters. 
While tourists often view the tours as unethical voyeurism, 
miners use them for self-representation, recognition, and 
material benefit. Analyzing these dynamics through a decolonial 
lens, the paper argues that critiques of voyeurism frequently 
reproduce Eurocentric assumptions that silence miners’ agency. 
It calls for rethinking critical tourism studies beyond reductive 
moral judgments toward more dialogical understandings of 
representation and power. lars.m.schacht@gmail.com (TH-09)

___________________________

SCHILLER, Kai (MO State U) Huasi: Filling The Gaps In Indigenous 
Healthcare. The Jambi Huasi clinic, a private hospital staffed 
by Western doctors and traditional Andean shamanic healers 
in Otavalo, Ecuador, demonstrates a collaborative approach to 
healthcare integrating Western and traditional Andean practices 
and medicine. The roles of midwives and shamans provide insight 
into the gaps in Western medicine and push doctors to view their 
patients’ concerns more fully. Observations made during a field 
school in Ecuador over the summer of 2025 include issues of 
language and education barriers, women’s reproductive health, 
and the contrasting worldviews of Indigenous communities and 
Western doctors. kts33s@missouristate.edu (F-63)

___________________________

SCHMEER, Kammi and ESENGEN, Sinem (OSU), MEDINA, Anielka 
and COTTON, Susan (Lily Project & Chava) Women-Centered 
Cervical Cancer Prevention In A Low-Resource Setting: Case 
Study Of The Lily Project, Nicaragua. While progress has been 
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made on HPV vaccination, regular screenings remain the primary 
method for cervical cancer prevention in low-income countries. 
We provide a case study of The Lily Project, a Nicaraguan-based 
NGO, addressing rural women’s cervical cancer prevention 
needs. We highlight their women-centered design that provides 
mobile screenings, cervical cancer and HPV education, multiple 
stakeholder collaboration, and continuity of care. This model can 
be applied to other low-resource settings to ensure that socially 
and economically vulnerable women receive high-quality, reliable 
cervical cancer screenings in a way that empowers them to take 
control of their bodies and gynecological health. schmeer.1@
osu.edu (TH-101)

___________________________

SCHULLER, Mark (NIU) Solidarity And Resilience: Adapting 
Cuba’s DRR And Climate Change Models. Climate change 
increases the destructiveness of hazards, such as hurricanes or 
wildfires, and these impacts are felt more severely in frontline 
communities and small island developing states, particularly 
the neighboring Caribbean. Anchored in international exchange 
from two Caribbean countries, this NSF-funded research asks 
how adaptation of models from one socioeconomic context to 
another is possible and how low-income communities can craft 
resilience plans addressing local realities. The research offers a 
workable process to reduce vulnerability and adapt to climate 
change by harnessing South-South collaboration and community 
initiatives. mschuller@niu.edu (W-95)

___________________________

SCHULTE, Jillian (CWRU) Becoming A Bridge: Understanding 
Community Health Worker Perspectives On Culture and Health. 
In the United States, community health workers (CHWs) often 
serve as cultural bridges between healthcare providers and 
non-English speaking patients. Years after resettlement, Ohio’s 
Bhutanese Nepali refugee community continues to rely on 
CHWs to navigate health and wellness. In 2021 and 2024-2025, 
semi-structured interviews were conducted with CHWs (n=14), 
healthcare providers (n=9), patients (n=21), and community 
members (n=5) to better understand the perspectives of CHWs 
and their influence on community health-seeking. Thematic 
analysis uncovered variable perceptions on community health 
needs and the impact of culture on health. Findings inform 
recommendations for culturally aware healthcare services and 
CHW programming. (F-35)

___________________________

SCHWARTZ, Anat (CSUDH) (Un)Doing: Feminist Community 
Spacemaking, Memory, and Backlash in Post-#MeToo South 
Korea. In 2021, the Feminism Multi Café “Doing,” a feminist 
social cooperative in Seoul, closed amid intensifying anti-
feminist backlash. This paper examines its closure as a lens into 
the material and affective pressures shaping feminist space-
making under capitalism and anti-feminist hostility in South 
Korea. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork, interviews, and visual 
archives, I trace how Doing’s legacy illuminates the fragility and 
necessity of feminist infrastructures. Framing this case through 

applied anthropology and feminist ethnography, I consider 
how everyday practices of care, collaboration, and resistance 
expose the precarity—and enduring importance—of feminist 
community spaces in the face of structural violence. aschwartz@
csudh.edu (S-05)

___________________________

SEARCY, Julie (Butler U) Bridging The Gap: Postpartum Care, 
Doulas, And Community Support In South Africa. This paper 
explores postpartum experiences in South Africa, highlighting 
how doulas and community networks offer support during a 
period often marked by medical, economic, and emotional strain. 
Drawing on ethnographic interviews with mothers and doulas, I 
examine how doulas bridge gaps between formal health systems 
and traditional care, responding to the limitations of state and 
private maternity services. By facilitating community-based 
groups, home visits, and connections between other postpartum 
mothers, doulas foster spaces of connection and support. 
Their flexible, culturally grounded practices demonstrate how 
postpartum care can be reimagined, often rooted in the contexts 
from which doulas themselves emerge. jsearcy@butler.edu (S-
14)

___________________________

SHAHBAZI, Mohammad (JSU SPH, retired), KHADEMI, Sohrab 
(Nabi Akram Hospital, Iran), and MOSADEGH, Fatemeh (Espinoza 
Book Caffe) The Illusion Of Knowledge: How Unproductive Reading 
Perpetuates Underdevelopment In The Less Developed Countries. 
This presentation argues the existence of a fundamental barrier 
to development in many less developed countries—a pervasive 
culture of unproductive reading. This paper demonstrates how 
such a phenomenon fuels intellectual fragmentation, generational 
disconnect, and a dysfunctional relationship with technology and 
modernity. A solution centered on fostering productive reading 
by empowering families, reorienting educators, and intelligently 
managing technology is proposed. This cultural shift is presented 
as a crucial step from passive underdevelopment to active, 
genuine societal advancement. The paper will be presented in 
a structured format, detailed in a paper ready for publication. 
shahbazimohammad4@gmail.com (F-101)

___________________________

SHAVER, Amy (Utica U) Culturally Embedded Beliefs About Elders 
In The U.S. Infuse Misconceptions Into Healthcare Practices At All 
Levels Of Prevention. Healthcare and prevention programs for 
elders in the U.S. have long been shaped by misconceptions of 
the abilities of this population. This stems from overall societal 
perceptions of elders as non-productive, in need of help, and feeble. 
These attitudes and cultural norms have seeped into educational 
programs for healthcare providers at all levels, perpetuating a 
treatment model of care rather than a focus on wellness and 
prevention. Drawing on applied anthropological and public health 
approaches, this paper considers the need for a paradigm shift in 
provider education that can lead to more equitable models of care 
for elders. amy.shaver426@gmail.com (W-08)

___________________________
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SHAVER, Marissa (NMNH Smithsonian Inst) and CLELAND, 
Timothy P. (MCI, Smithsonian Inst) Identification Of The Species 
Of Sinew Via Proteomics And Its Application To Ethnological 
Objects. Proteomics was employed to identify the species of 
sinew used in the construction of pelican and cormorant skin 
robes/blankets made by the Seri on the Gulf of California in 
Sonora, Mexico, in the late 19th century. While the application 
of proteomics to identify materials used in the construction of 
objects is not new, it has largely been employed in the analysis 
of archaeological objects and for conservation purposes, not in 
the analysis of ethnological objects. This research presents both 
the species of sinew used by the Seri and the applicability of 
proteomics in the analysis of ethnological objects. shaver.ms@
gmail.com (TH-104)

___________________________

SHAY, Kimberly (Wayne State U) Teaching Anthropology In A 
Time Of Trump: Lessons From The Trenches. As universities and 
tenured professors increasingly come under attack by the current 
administration, teaching anthropology has become more fraught 
over the last academic year. This paper examines the intersection 
of policy and practice from the perspective of a non-tenured 
anthropology instructor and Ph.D. student at a multicultural 
research university, set in a post-industrial, but quickly gentrifying, 
urban center. As most universities and departments currently offer 
little direction to instructors regarding policies or protections, I 
examine some possible methods to navigate the pitfalls of offering 
robust and well-rounded four-field instruction that encompasses 
ideas such as evolution, racism, and structural inequality in a 
practical manner. kimberly.shay@wayne.edu (W-71)

___________________________

SHEAR, Boone (UMass) Towards An Anthropology That Helps 
Capitalist Modernity Burn. Faculty, departments, and schools 
are increasingly disciplined to justify and shape their activities in 
ways that ostensively prepare students for jobs after graduation. 
Interestingly, though, students themselves are feeling an 
increasing amount of dissidence between the goal of education 
as job attainment and the violently collapsing world around 
them in which those same jobs are intimately assembled. In this 
essay, I explore how undergraduate students are recognizing the 
complex ways in which their aspirations are assembled into a 
violent, dying reality, and I argue for an anthropological approach 
that orients towards disinvesting from the valorizations and 
securities of capitalist modernity. bshear@umass.edu (W-71)

___________________________

SHEARER, Kelsey (OSU) Insulin Before S’mores: The Management 
And Embodiment Of Diabetes At A Summer Camp For Diabetic 
Adolescents. This paper explores how institutional environments 
shape the embodiment of Type 1 Diabetes (T1D) among children 
at Camp Ho Mita Koda, the nation’s oldest diabetes summer 
camp. Drawing on seven weeks of ethnographic fieldwork 
as a healthcare assistant, I examine how medical routines, 
technologies, and peer interactions intersect to produce new 
meanings of illness and identity. Findings reveal that collective 

practices transform T1D from an isolating condition into a 
communal experience of care and belonging. Through this lens, 
camp is a space where chronic illness is reimagined socially, 
showing how relationships can foster positive embodiment in 
children with T1D. shearer.143@buckeyemail.osu.edu (TH-38)

___________________________

SHEEHAN, Megan (CSBSJU) Patchwork Ethnography In The 
Park. In this paper, I reflect on the methodologies used in the 
development of a research project examining public parks as vital 
green spaces, sites that bolster community relations, support 
health and wellness, and foster connections to the outdoors. 
My work examines the many ways in which people make use 
of these urban commons and the impacts these spaces have on 
individuals, groups, and communities. I discuss my interest in 
conducting this research and detail how personal, pragmatic, and 
professional considerations intertwine, shaping my engagement 
in patchwork ethnography (Günel and Watanabe 2024). 
megan.a.sheehan@gmail.com (F-06)

___________________________

SHEPARD, Jason (MO State U) The Amazonian Double Game. This 
paper examines Kichwa strategies of autonomy in the Ecuadorian 
Amazon through Albert Hirschman’s framework of exit, voice, 
and loyalty, reinterpreted via Ana Cecilia Dinerstein’s concept 
of the art of organizing hope. Drawing on ethnographic and 
historical material, it argues that Kichwa communities navigate 
the power, control, and governance of the state and international 
development regimes through layered practices of refusal, 
adaptation, and relational world-making. These enactments 
reveal a politics of hope that blends visibility and concealment, 
legality and opacity. Rather than resistance alone, Indigenous 
autonomy emerges as a prefigurative, decolonial praxis that 
contests and reimagines sovereignty from the forest’s edge. 
jasonshepard@missouristate.edu (W-34)

___________________________

SHEPHERD, Abigail (UCF) Designing A Dissertation On Drug-
Related Overdose Prevention Efforts In A Metropolitan Area In 
Florida. This presentation provides an overview of the theoretical 
framework and methodology underlying ongoing dissertation 
fieldwork on drug-related overdose prevention efforts in a 
metropolitan area in Florida. After conducting preliminary 
research within a single organization in the area, the project was 
expanded to examine the network of organizations participating 
in overdose prevention using the assemblage of health 
framework. The assemblage of health includes both human 
actors, such as community-based organizations, government 
agencies, and people who use drugs, and non-human actors, 
such as naloxone. By understanding how various actors work to 
prevent overdose, this dissertation looks to inform more effective 
overdose interventions. abigail.shepherd@ucf.edu (W-07)

___________________________

SIDEMAN, Alissa (UCSF) Locating Dementia In The Everyday 
Practices Of Primary Care. Primary care is the first point of contact 
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for individuals with cognitive concerns, making its clinicians a 
critical dementia care workforce. In a longitudinal ethnographic 
study across six California primary care clinics (safety-net, 
community, academic), we integrate historical research, patient/
caregiver/clinician interviews, and clinic-based observations 
to situate dementia within everyday clinical work and culture. 
Emerging themes include how clinicians prioritize dementia 
amid comorbidities, social risk, and systems challenges; assets 
such as relationships, research collaborations, and embedded 
specialists; shifting notions of diagnostic timeliness; and the 
roles of technology, language, and communication. Findings will 
inform strategies to strengthen dementia care within primary 
care. alissa.bernstein@ucsf.edu (W-68)

___________________________

SIKDER, Pranta (UTEP) Stories Of Displacement: Understanding 
Religious Persecution And Migration Among Hindus From 
Bangladesh. This paper explores the lived realities of minority 
migration from Bangladesh, focusing on Hindu connubities 
uprooted through intersecting forms of structural violence. 
Drawing on 12 in-depth interviews with migrants now living in the 
United States, it examines how fear and loss generate enduring 
trauma and shape the struggle for safety and belonging. These 
narratives reveal migration as both a form of resistance and a 
means of survival amid ongoing persecution and displacement. 
By centering personal stories, the paper shows how displaced 
minorities carry embodied memories of exclusion while 
rebuilding life across borders. psikder@miners.utep.edu (F-67)

___________________________

SILVERMAN, Carol (U Oregon) Ethnographic Research With 
Balkan Roma: Changing Methods, Varying Contexts, Performing 
Music. Who produces knowledge about Roma, Europe’s largest 
and one of its most oppressed minorities, and with what 
methods and agendas? I (as a non-Romani ally) show how my 
changing positionalities and ethnographic strategies contribute 
to collaborative methods and advocacy. I trace my trajectory from 
a student documenting gender, work, and belief in the 1970s, 
through politicization in 1980s socialist Bulgaria, to documenting 
transnational migration, to working with NGO Voice of Roma, 
to serving as a cultural expert in legal cases. Throughout, I 
examine how singing with Roma intersected with interrogating 
essentialism, respectfully presenting Romani music, and 
combining research with activism. csilverm@uoregon.edu (S-15)

___________________________

SKAHAN, Mariann and PEELE-EADY, Tryphenia (UNM) 
Understanding Black Students’ Narratives Of Belonging In 
STEM Through The Lens Of Linguistic Anthropology. This study 
applies linguistic anthropology methods to analyze mentoring 
of Black undergraduate students supported by the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute Inclusive (HHMI) Excellence program. 
Using discourse and narrative analysis of recorded mentoring 
workshops and focus group discussions with students, staff, 
and faculty mentors, we investigate how communicative 
practices shape college identity, persistence, and feelings of 

belonging. By examining language in mentoring interactions, we 
identify mechanisms that facilitate equity, strengthen mentor-
student relationships, and guide program improvements. This 
approach demonstrates how applied anthropological tools can 
generate actionable insights in higher educational programs and 
design interventions that support underrepresented students. 
mariann@unm.edu (S-31)

___________________________

SKAHAN, Mariann and VELARDE NEHER, Cassie (UNM) Digital 
Tools, Community Voices: Supporting Jicarilla Apache Language 
Revitalization. Jicarilla Apache community members are 
developing digital language resources, including interactive apps, 
web-based curricula, and a multimedia dictionary, to sustain 
language use and intergenerational learning. This presentation 
examines how these tools mediate cultural transmission and 
participation across diverse community knowledge traditions. 
Elders, educators, youth, and clan members contribute distinct 
expertise, engaging with platforms that reflect their relationships 
to knowledge and teaching. Grounded in applied anthropology, 
this presentation demonstrates collaborative, community-
responsive approaches that address locally defined priorities, 
highlighting how multimodal digital media reinforce language 
vitality, cultural identity, and collective memory while advancing 
ethical, applied anthropological practice in partnership with the 
Jicarilla Apache community. mariann@unm.edu, cjvelneher@
unm.edu (S-06)

___________________________

SLIWINSKI, Alicia (WLU) Exploring The Anthropology Of Disasters 
Through Relational Tropes: An Account From Cuba. This paper 
explores limitations of some key concepts in disaster studies, 
drawing insights from literature on care ethics and decolonial 
epistemologies, more precisely on Edouard Glissant’s work. It 
does so by drawing on 10 years of field visits to a rural region of 
Western Cuba that has been enduring multifaceted and severe 
hardship since Hurricane Matthew in 2017. The paper attempts 
to decentre familiar analytical and re-presentational tropes of 
calamity over the longue durée and showcase how vernacular 
vocabularies, mobilized in people’s relations and livelihoods, 
inform their resolve and this researcher’s engagement. 
asliwinski@wlu.ca (W-05)

___________________________

SMITH, Carolyn (UC Berkeley) Documentation As Caretaking, 
As Sovereignty: Weaving Access And Protection In Indigenous 
Knowledge Sharing. In this digital age, where images and files 
spread effortlessly, how do Indigenous cultural practitioners 
share knowledge with community members in the diaspora 
while ensuring it will not be shared with others who could 
exploit it? This paper examines a documentation project with 
a Karuk elder that details traditional basketweaving gathering 
practices. The self-published books we co-produce address 
the dual concerns of preserving knowledge for future weavers 
while also protecting gathering sites and practices. This project 
demonstrates one way that communities can control knowledge 
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transmission by balancing accessibility for our tribal members 
with protection against appropriation, ultimately safeguarding 
cultural sovereignty. (S-06)

___________________________

SMITH, Julia and ELIAS, Edwin (EWU) Academic Work: Ideology 
And Practice Of “Hidden Workloads.” Life in the academy is 
hard and getting harder. Supported by a recently terminated 
NSF ADVANCE grant, a team of faculty at Eastern Washington 
University has spent the last two years using interviews and 
surveys to better understand what weighs on faculty. One key 
focus has been identifying “hidden workloads,” service and other 
work that’s expected of certain faculty but not recognized as 
work worthy of inclusion in evaluation. We’re trying to better 
understand how faculty work is constructed both in ideology and 
in practice to help faculty and chairs advocate for more equitable 
work expectations. jsmith4@ewu.edu (S-01)

___________________________

SMITH, Julia and ROPER, Jackson (Monty) (Grinnell Coll) Social 
Exchange, Attachment, And The Shaping Of Tourism Expectations 
In El Silencio, Costa Rica. This study explores future perceptions of 
tourism in the rural agricultural community of El Silencio, Costa Rica. 
Using key informant interviews and household questionnaires, it 
examines voluntourism’s history, tourism’s benefits, the role of 
the local land-owning cooperative, and current tourism dynamics. 
Guided by social exchange theory (SET), with community 
attachment and social capital as mediating variables, the study 
finds that Coopesilencio (the coop), the natural environment, and 
voluntourism history strongly shape attachment. Despite limited 
current social capital, existing trust and associative ties influence 
expectations. Overall, findings indicate strong community support 
and optimistic future perceptions of tourism development. 
smithjul@grinnell.edu (F-92)

___________________________

SMITH, Sarah and RODRIGUEZ, Belen (SUNY Old Westbury), 
HAILE, Rahwa (CUNY Lehman Coll), WILLIAMS, Shameika (SUNY 
Old Westbury) Hysterical Bodies: Care-Seeking Experiences 
Of People With Endometriosis. Endometriosis is a chronic 
gynecological condition causing severe pelvic pain. Approximately 
1 in 10 people with uteruses have this condition, yet diagnosis 
delays are years-long and stratified by racism, insurance status, 
and other hierarchies reproduced by biomedicine. When people 
report pelvic pain, authoritative knowledge in clinical spaces is 
often wielded to reproduce imagery of hysterical women and 
normalizing pain. Treatment options are minimal and reflect 
the failure of biomedicine to study and understand bodies with 
uteruses, reproducing the legacy of invisibility and “otherness” 
of these bodies. This presentation explores how ethnography can 
inform and improve the care-seeking experiences of patients. 
smithsa@oldwestbury.edu (W-128)

___________________________

SNODGRASS, Jeffrey (CO State U) Do Cultural Scripts Of 
Heroic Action Shape Emotional Experience?: Accounting For 

Confounding Factors In A Gaming Case Study. To assess whether 
respondents’ internalization of cultural scripts shapes behavior 
and experience, cognitive anthropologists should account for 
confounders. Temporally prior third factors that impact both a 
predictor and outcome can confound that relationship, thus 
creating spurious associations between the two that are not 
causal. I combine reflexive-thematic and qualitative-comparative 
analyses of interview transcripts to construct truth tables 
that clarify how confounding factors might produce spurious 
associations that mask true causal pathways between gaming and 
well-being. The analysis allows me to strengthen the argument 
that internalized scripts related to heroism and the necessity 
of social collaboration impact tabletop role-players’ emotional 
experiences. jeffrey.snodgrass@colostate.edu (F-42)

___________________________

SNOWDEN, Jude (OSU) The Role Of Mixed Methods In Rapid 
Ethnography. Rapid ethnography is often portrayed as superficial 
(quick and dirty) and limited in its value. In this paper, I argue that 
the rapid deployment of mixed methods that include quantitative 
and qualitative tools can empower research and amplify insights, 
regardless of the time constraints limiting the research calendar. 
Using a research project focused on eating in a summer camp 
program for immigrant children in the Midwest, I show how 
to blend methods and create rapid ethnography that can be 
useful in making lasting changes to the program. snowden.54@
buckeyemail.osu.edu (W-42)

___________________________

SOBHANI, Sara (U Albany) Building Trust In Fragile Systems Through 
A Decade Of Urban Anthropology In Iran. In Iran’s urban context, 
applied anthropologists face significant challenges in rebuilding 
trust between local communities and official organizations. Based 
on 10 years of field experience, this study identifies key barriers to 
participation across diverse genders, ages, and social backgrounds. 
The erosion of trust stems from past confrontations and institutional 
failures. Effective strategies include establishing mutual respect, 
genuinely recognizing community needs, allocating budgets 
realistically, and avoiding unfulfillable promises. These approaches 
highlight how authentic engagement and accountability can sustain 
meaningful, long-term community participation in fragile socio-
political systems. ssobhani@albany.edu (W-42)

___________________________

SPERNEAC-WOLFER, Paul (U Barcelona) Beyond Thermometers: 
Vernacular Understandings Of Heat Among Migrant Workers In The 
Austrian Agtech Sector. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork with 
Romanian families employed in Austria’s AgTech industry, this paper 
problematizes “heat stress” as a biophysical condition confined to 
occupational contexts. In contrast, workers use the vernacular phrase 
s-a acumulează (“it accumulates”) to describe how heat-related 
exhaustion fuses with multiple forms of illness, emotional strain, and 
long-term precarity. Rather than a physiological threshold measured 
by thermometers or WBGT indices, heat emerges as a social relation 
that “follows workers” (Parsons, 2021), produced through labor 
schedules, housing insecurity, and economic dependency in Europe’s 
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intensifying agri-food landscapes. By linking lived experiences of 
heat to broader regimes of production, knowledge, and inequality, 
the paper seeks to advance emerging research agendas on critical 
heat studies. sperneac-wolferp@ub.edu (F-36)

___________________________

SRIJONY, Raisa Tabassum (UNT) Life Stories of Birth, Work, 
and Womanhood: An Ethnographic Study of Maternal Health 
among Tea Garden Workers in Bangladesh. This study examines 
maternal health among tea garden workers in Moulvibazar, 
Bangladesh, a population frequently excluded from formal 
health discourse. Drawing on medical anthropology, 41 days 
of ethnographic fieldwork were conducted in Satgoan and 
Moulovi estates through interviews with women, family 
members, community leaders, health providers, six focus 
group discussions, and visits to local institutions. Preliminary 
findings indicate limited physician presence, reliance on 
informal providers, lack of emergency transport, and cultural 
constraints shaping care. Building on these insights, a survey 
of 200 participants and the development of educational 
materials will support Moulvibazar Cha Jonogusti Adibashi 
Front in promoting maternal health. raisatabassumsrijony@
my.unt.edu (F-35)

___________________________

STAHLEY, Caroline (USF) Seed Sovereignty And Agrarian Decision 
Making In Southeastern Kenya. Increasing corporate control 
of the global seed supply and restrictions on local exchange 
threaten the autonomy of farmers and Indigenous communities. 
This project contributes to the food sovereignty movement by 
examining decisions made by farmers in southeastern Kenya to 
address climate uncertainty, colonial histories, and international 
development agendas. Specifically, how is seed saving practiced 
and perceived in connection to sovereignty in Maasai and Kamba 
communities? Research engages with discourse related to 
indigeneity, heritage, gender, and politics of the term “genetically 
modified” in an African context. Seeds act as a motif to describe 
the concerns, innovations, and dreams of smallholder farmers. 
carolinestahley@usf.edu (W-75)

___________________________

STANLEY, Erik and SCHMIDT, Michelle (ENMU) Filing Papers 
And Making Futures: Textuality And Bureaucratic Modernization 
In The Belizean Cacao Industry. This presentation explores 
bureaucratic modernism through a long-term ethnographic 
study of a postcolonial agricultural development. We examine 
how the expansion of capitalist cacao agriculture engenders 
bureaucratic institutional relationships through a constellation of 
documents whose authority lies more in form than in content. 
Censuses, reports, feedback forms, and strategic plans support 
transnational networks of bureaucratic authority that reshape 
local realities toward the priorities of hegemonic modernity. 
The generation and circulation of the paperwork required 
by bureaucratic administration reorganize Maya agriculture 
infrastructure and practice. erik.stanley@enmu.edu (TH-127)

___________________________

STEPHEN, Lynn (U Oregon) Building Transborder Territories In A 
War Against Immigrants: Mesoamerican Indigenous Peoples In 
Oregon. U.S. immigration, border defense, and national security 
policies follow settler colonial logic, aiming to criminalize, cage, 
and deport Indigenous peoples and others in diaspora. This 
paper documents how Indigenous peoples in diaspora confront 
these policies through building transborder territories, exploring 
narratives and memories of land, and how medicinal plants and 
traditional food crops in household and community gardens are 
building spaces of refuge, joy, and connection. Through practices 
of relationality in multiple spheres, this collaborative project with 
four community-based organizations highlights an affirmative 
alternative to the daily trauma and fear that Indigenous families in 
diaspora face as their communities are occupied by ICE. stephenl@
uoregon.edu (S-39)

___________________________

STEVENS, Melissa (CultureSnap Consulting) Evaluating How 
Museums Evaluate: Using Collaborative Research Processes To 
Develop A Model For Evaluation Practice. This paper reflects 
on my involvement as an external consultant working with a 
museum on a Collaborative Evaluation project that engaged 
internal and external stakeholders in a two-year participatory 
research design and analysis process for an exhibit evaluation. 
The long-term goals were to build staff capacity in evaluation 
methodology and develop a model for qualitative evaluation 
that improves audience-centric program design and community 
partnership building. This paper discusses what was learned 
using Collaborative Evaluation practices and processes to 
change internal systems and develop an institutional model for 
evaluation that best meets the goals of museum staff, leadership, 
and community partners. melissa.stevens7@gmail.com (TH-45)

___________________________

STOCKER, Karen (CSUF) Fictional Narrative As Reliable Truthtelling. 
In this political moment when news accounts lack veracity, hiding 
truths within the trappings of fiction preserves them. Storytellers 
know this. Chorotega Indigenous beliefs, beginning as religion, 
went underground for survival, transformed into witchcraft for 
safekeeping, then returned, refashioned in contrast to Western 
religion. This paper attends to inversions born of the colonialist 
imposition of binary divisions introduced when religion became 
witchcraft, gender roles got upended, and history masqueraded 
as fiction. Prioritizing collective memory over chronicles from 
the 1500s rooted in forced confessions, this paper, grounded in 
30+ years of ethnographic research, examines storytelling as a 
reliable framework for truthtelling. (F-99)

___________________________

STOFFLE, Brent (NOAA) and STOLTZ, Amanda (U Santiago de 
Compostela) Heritage Littoral Landscapes In African Ancestry 
Coastal Communities Of Bath Plantation Land, St. John, Barbados. 
This presentation is based on a recent article published in GEMS 
and examines the enduring heritage connections of African 
ancestry communities in Barbados to littoral zones. Based on 
more than two decades of ethnographic research, including 
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interviews, participant observation, and surveys, the analysis 
demonstrates how coastal landscapes, rooted in the history of 
enslavement, continue to shape cultural identity, ecological 
practice, and community pride. The Bath Plantation littoral 
zone illustrates how local stewardship provides both cultural 
and ecological services, reinforcing the value of community-
based coastal management. Findings contribute a transferable 
framework for understanding and supporting littoral heritage 
in coastal communities worldwide. Brent.Stoffle@noaa.gov, 
adstoltz@gmail.com (TH-123)

___________________________

STOFFLE, Richard (U Arizona, Emeritus) Findings From The 
Toponyms Ethnographic Studies. This paper summarizes 
toponym ethnographic studies to understand the origins of 
debates between Native American and settler colonial peoples in 
North America. Research findings from these studies define both 
the importance of toponyms to cultural groups and the possible 
resolution of heritage conflicts. All studies have been reviewed 
and approved for public use for place interpretations, visitor 
education, and culturally appropriate management by funding 
agencies and participating Native American tribes and pueblos. 
rstoffle@arizona.edu (TH-123)

___________________________

STOREY, Angela (U Louisville) ENACT-Ing Equitable Climate 
Action: Lessons In Collaboration And Community Engagement 
For Urban Nature-Based Solutions. This paper explores early 
lessons from local collaborations in the ENACTS (Equitable 
NAture-based ClimaTe Solutions) research project. Based on 
research conducted in three mid-sized cities, ENACTS uses a wide 
set of mixed methods approaches for assessing how Nature-
based Solution (NbS) to urban heat and flooding can more 
equitably involve impacted communities. This paper will explore 
the successes and challenges of community listening sessions 
held in Summer 2025 that sought feedback from residents and 
stakeholders about local parks, including both their current state 
and the possibility of their future roles in NbS work. angela.
storey@louisville.edu (F-06)

___________________________

STRADDECK, Mason (BYU) Beyond Doctrine: Interfaith 
Engagement In Utah County’s Religious Landscape. Interfaith 
engagement is important. It increases cooperation, understanding, 
and respect among people of different faiths and promotes social 
cohesion. This research examined interfaith engagement among 
religious organizations in Utah County—a region often perceived 
as religiously and culturally homogeneous due to the dominance 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Through 
observations and interviews, this project explored who interacts 
across faith lines, what those relationships look like, barriers that 
exist to engagement, and how interfaith efforts impact a sense 
of community. Results highlight how understanding interfaith 
dynamics can guide more effective localized initiatives across 
religious boundaries. masonwheath89@gmail.com (F-99)

___________________________

STRATER, Richard (U S Carolina, Arnold SPH), CADZOW, Renee 
(SUNY Buffalo), BLANCO, Carmen (Independent CHW) Not For 
Us, But With Us: Examining Popular Education In Community 
Health Worker Training And Practice. Drawing on qualitative 
research projects conducted with community health workers 
(CHWs) from a variety of backgrounds in South Carolina and 
Upstate New York, this presentation examines how Freirean 
popular education continues to guide CHW training and practice 
across the United States. By linking critical pedagogy with applied 
anthropology, this research demonstrates how CHWs utilize 
popular education in their work and how applied anthropologists 
can incorporate popular education principles to advance equity-
oriented, community-rooted practice with them. Examples of 
popular education applications include partner relationship 
building, meeting facilitation, collaborative research methods 
and community advocacy. rstrater@email.sc.edu (F-35)

___________________________

STRAUSS, Sarah and WEATHERS, Pamela (WPI) Navigating 
Bureaucratic Minefields: Politics And Practice Of Phytomedicine 
Applications In International Clinical Trials. An international 
team of scholars and practitioners from Europe, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, and the United States conducted clinical 
trials testing the efficacy of tea made from Artemisia annua 
and Artemisia afra against malaria and schistosomiasis. These 
two studies, published in the journal Phytomedicine, were 
later retracted by the editors based on critiques by European 
readers. Here, we discuss the sociocultural, political-economic, 
and communicative challenges of navigating international 
bureaucratic frameworks for producing “gold-standard” clinical 
trials data in rural communities experiencing ongoing political 
violence and consider ways to bring these worlds together 
in service of providing culturally appropriate and efficacious 
treatments. sstrauss@wpi.edu (W-67)

___________________________

STREET, Colette (Fielding Grad U) The Time–Space Emergence Of 
Practice: TSI–ICPM, Kairotic Development, And The Mezzo-Liminal 
Third Space In Child Welfare Work With Transition Age Youth. This 
paper advances an analysis grounded in applied anthropology, 
child welfare social work practice, and the author’s Time–Space 
Intelligent Integrated Core Practice Model (TSI–ICPM) to examine 
how developmental transformation emerges in the Los Angeles 
County DCFS Independent Living Program Teen Club. The analysis 
conceptualizes the Teen Club as a mezzo-liminal third space and 
Winnicottian holding environment where practitioner time–space 
intelligence enables youth to access kairotic insight, practice 
interdependence, and rehearse relational adulthood. By mapping 
practitioner stance-shifting through the TSI–ICPM quadrants, the 
paper offers a practice-grounded framework for understanding 
how culturally grounded, relationally attuned third spaces support 
Transition Age Youth. cstreet@email.fielding.edu (S-38)

___________________________

STRONG, Adrienne (UFL) and NTIZIMIRA, Christian (ACREOL 
Global) Where Anthropology And Palliative Care Meet In East 
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Africa. While global researchers, advocates, and policymakers 
have raised the alarm about the dire need for palliative care in low-
and middle-income countries (LMICs), millions still suffer from 
conditions amenable to such interventions. Recommendations 
emphasize that “palliative care should be adapted to the 
values and lived experiences of local communities” (Rosa et 
al., 2025). Anthropologists are uniquely positioned to assist 
in tailoring best practices to local contexts. Using examples 
from Rwanda and Tanzania, we discuss how ethnographic 
methods and anthropological theory can empower healthcare 
workers and advocates, and how integrating anthropology 
into multidisciplinary conversations can reshape palliative care 
delivery in LMICs. adrienne.strong@ufl.edu (TH-75)

___________________________

STUMPF-CAROME, Jeanne Marie (Kent State U Geauga) 
Embodying: Applications In Anthropology. Applied anthropology’s 
travels beyond fractious and contentious beginnings, “so-called 
post-truth moment(s),” conundrums bending the “moral arc” are 
recontextualized in this paper as a process of “embodiment”—
within anthropology. The intellectual hinge to embodiment 
is a replay with Malinowski’s orienteering (1922), i.e., use of 
“participant observation” as a research method of immersive 
engagement. As an “embedded” approach, participant 
observation’s association with embodiment situates this practice 
as “applied” in contexts akin with fuller understandings that 
Malinowski sought, as in “communitas” (Turner, 1957). As 
bedrock, it encompasses a Gestalt relational field—an embodying 
experience as lived/shared information. Embodiment shared is/
as its own application. jstumpfc@kent.edu (TH-104)

___________________________

SUESS, Gretchen and HANNA, Casey (Netter Ctr for Community 
Partnerships, UPenn) Bridging Anthropology And Evaluation: 
Crafting Co-Created Frameworks For Meaningful Assessment. 
Positive school-based mental health is best achieved through 
multidisciplinary, place-based, and highly engaged approaches 
to transform social space and complex partnerships. The 
Netter Center for Community Partnerships at the University of 
Pennsylvania works within a comprehensive, democratic anchor 
institution approach with the wider community to mobilize a range 
of resources through University-Assisted Community Schools 
(UACS). Internal evaluation at the Netter Center embraces an 
anthropological framework for co-creating evaluation methods 
that incorporate multiple perspectives to generate meaningful 
assessments of success. This paper presents promising practices 
from our work to improve social, emotional, and mental wellness 
and sustain collaborative partnerships through evaluation. 
gsuess@upenn.edu (F-31)

___________________________

SURESH, Sharmila (IMPART Alliance) From Caregivers To Clicks: 
A Study On Electronic Visit Verification Experiences Of Direct 
Care Workers In Michigan. Direct Care Workers (DCW) provide 
long-term care and personal assistance to older adults and those 
living with disabilities or chronic conditions yet face a critical 

workforce shortage. This study examines how Michigan’s DCWs 
experience federally mandated Electronic Visit Verification (EVV) 
systems. Using a mixed methods study, we analyze how digital 
literacy shapes implementation, comfort, and challenges with 
EVV. Findings highlight worker frustrations with system design, 
connectivity issues, and insufficient training. Despite barriers, 
DCWs show willingness to adopt technology when benefits—
such as improved care and workforce support—are clear. Results 
guide policy, training, and solutions to better align digital tools 
with quality care. sureshs4@msu.edu (W-134)

___________________________

SWITZER SWANSON, Shannon (CSUSM) Protecting Our Fishing 
Grounds: Reclaiming Rights At The Village Level. This paper 
examines the process by which an Indigenous Sama Bajau fishing 
community in the Banggai region of Central Sulawesi brought the 
management of their fishing grounds back into the legal purview 
of the village’s governance system. First, I examine which factors, 
including the cumulative effect of climate change, overfishing, 
and destructive fishing practices, motivated the desire to 
change the legal structure. I then ask which factors helped to 
facilitate the process of legal devolvement from the provincial 
to the village level. Finally, I examine the new challenges and 
affordances of the restructured governance in this push towards 
local autonomy. sswanson@csusm.edu (F-69)

___________________________

TALEBI ESKANDARI, Soroush (Tarbiat Modares U) Excellence 
In Political Ecology: Nostalgia, Restoration, And Politics In The 
Zayandehrud River, Iran. This presentation explores the political 
force of nostalgia around the Zayandehrud River in central Iran. 
While protests politicized water, nostalgia also depoliticized 
it by projecting a utopian image of an ahistorical, conflict-free 
community, reinforcing the current deadlock of restoration efforts. 
The presentation revisits two key pillars of this nostalgia: the 
tumār, imagined as a rule of peaceful and just water distribution, 
and the reconstruction of a traditional weir, celebrated as an 
instance of self-contained collective participation. (TH-62)

___________________________

TELLIEL, Yunus Doğan (WPI) Expressive AI And An Anthropology 
Of Machine Languages. Generative AI poses a challenge to 
anthropological understanding of human language. While AI 
outputs mimic human linguistic forms, AI’s expressive capacity 
does not fully operate like that of humans. Human languages 
are rooted in embodied histories, whereas AI models recombine 
textual traces. Drawing on my collaboration with computer 
scientists, I propose adapting insights from expressive range 
analysis—a computational method for characterizing and 
visualizing a generator’s capabilities in a low-dimensional 
space. Focusing on expressiveness offers a comparative 
analytical framework for these different languages, enabling 
anthropologists to study AI without anthropomorphizing it or 
reducing its expressive power to mere statistics. ydtelliel@wpi.
edu (W-103)

___________________________
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THIEL, Amanda and TILT, Jenna (OR State U) Beyond Rebuilding: 
Reframing Wildfire Recovery As Cultural Adaptation. Ethnographic 
research across the Pacific Northwest reveals that wildfire 
recovery is far more than physical reconstruction. Drawing on 
interviews and focus groups with 150 people in wildfire-affected 
communities, this paper shows recovery as a cultural process 
shaped by many factors (e.g., class, ethnicity). Even rebuilt homes 
may not “feel” like home as attitudes, landscapes, and social 
ties change. Emerging indicators—humor, boredom, and mental 
health—highlight overlooked emotional dimensions of recovery. 
Local organizations evolve with emergent community needs. 
Shifting demographics further transform community character. 
Thus, recovery is not returning to normal but an ongoing process 
of cultural adaptation and transformation. thielam@oregonstate.
edu (W-05)

___________________________

THOMPSON-CAMPITOR, Carly (NAU) “They Will Hear Our Stories, 
But They Will Listen To Data”: Lyme Disease Advocacy, Model 
Biocitizenship, And The Work Of Epistemic Change. Contested 
illness debates can create enduring harm for those living 
with illnesses defined by uncertainty and dissension. Patient 
advocates, who play a formative role in shaping epistemic change 
around contested illness knowledge, adopt specific strategies to 
remain credible in illness dissension politics. In this paper, I draw 
from research on the subjectivities of Lyme disease advocates 
in their work “un-contesting” the illness and, through a broader 
lens of biocitizenship, describe three strategies advocates 
deploy to bolster their perceived credibility and, with it, the very 
legitimacy—and, perhaps more critically, the universal nature—
of Lyme disease. (W-128)

___________________________

THORSTEINSDOTTIR, Gudrun Maria (U Iceland), CASAGRANDE, 
David (Lehigh U), PINTER, Nicholas (UCD), and ZIMMERMAN, 
Amy (Lehigh U) Home On Hold: Community Ties And Social 
Rupture After The Evacuation Of Grindavík, Iceland. In November 
2023, residents of Grindavík, Iceland, were evacuated due to 
volcanic activity. The town has remained largely uninhabitable as 
eruptions have continued, leaving the community in prolonged 
displacement. This case is novel because of the uncertainty 
about when the disaster will end and the government’s response 
of buying out residences with an option to purchase them back 
in the future. We interviewed 16 residents and 10 policymakers 
about disaster response decisions and experiences. We explore 
the role of weak versus strong ties and how residents struggle 
to maintain a sense of community despite diaspora and loss of 
place-based identity. gth148@hi.is (W-05)

___________________________

TILT, Bryan (OR State U) What Is A River For?: Perspectives On 
Dam Removal And River Restoration On The Klamath River. In 
2023-2024, four hydropower dams were removed from the 
Klamath River in southern Oregon and northern California in 
what is now the largest salmon recovery and river restoration 
project in U.S. history. This presentation draws on ethnographic 

research with local farmers and ranchers, conservationists, and 
fishing communities to analyze the various perspectives these 
groups hold about “what the river is for” and the strategies 
these groups use to achieve their water management objectives. 
The presentation considers broader implications of inter-group 
conflict and collaboration in water management scenarios 
involving complex tradeoffs. Bryan.Tilt@oregonstate.edu (S-34)

___________________________

TIMMER, Andria (CNU) Teaching Empathy In Unempathetic 
Times. Empathy is often considered to be antithetical to objective 
scientific pursuits or is framed as an emotion that enables 
individual weaknesses. Yet, empathy has long been a hallmark of 
anthropology. As Ruth Benedict said, the goal of anthropology is 
“to make the world safe for human difference.” A course learning 
objective for my class “Migration, Displacement, and Refugees” 
is to “demonstrate an empathetic understanding for the situation 
of refugees and migrants.” In this presentation, I discuss the value 
of highlighting empathy as a learning objective and question how 
best to achieve this goal. andria.timmer@cnu.edu (F-62)

___________________________

TJOENG, Rachel (UH Mānoa) Paradoxes Of Institutional Agents 
Working To Solve The Nursing Shortage In Hawaiʻi. Rhetoric of 
“nursing shortage” appears in media, government, and academia 
even while healthcare administrators claim they have inadequate 
funds to hire more nurses for safer staffing practices. Using 
institutional ethnography and ethnographic research with nurses 
in Hawaiʻi, I interrogate the paradoxical actions of institutional 
agents who make gestures towards eliminating the nursing 
shortage while simultaneously maintaining the conditions that 
perpetuate it. Thus, I argue for nurse labor to be revalued moving 
nurse expertise from cost to gain while questioning the underlying 
assumption that nurses must be made profitable. This research has 
direct applications for anyone who gives or receives care. (W-38)

___________________________

TOKARZ, Ryan (Mercer U) Lessons From The Field Epidemiologist: 
The Case For More Applied Anthropology In Disease Response. 
Field epidemiology describes investigations initiated in response 
to urgent public health problems. Rapidly identifying the true 
causes of these issues and selecting and implementing effective 
interventions to alleviate them is the discipline’s core objective. 
Anthropology has long been a collaborator in this process, 
particularly when it comes to developing effective, culturally 
appropriate interventions. However, this interdisciplinary 
collaboration is often overlooked during the urgent investigation 
and hypothesis development portions of disease response. This 
paper draws on anecdotal evidence, relevant case studies, and 
theory to advocate for integrating anthropological methods into 
this critical early aspect of applied epidemiology. tokarz_re@
mercer.edu (W-97)

___________________________

TOOKES, Jennifer Sweeney (GA Southern U) and FLUECH, 
Bryan (UGA Marine Ext/GA Sea Grant) From Docks To Voices: 
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Integrating Cultural Heritage Into An Assessment Of Georgia’s 
Working Waterfronts. This project examines Georgia’s working 
waterfronts, essential to the sustainability of the state’s 
commercial shrimp fishery. Many docks and related landing 
and processing infrastructure are in disrepair due to aging, 
storm impacts, tidal flooding, and other impacts. This project 
addresses two complementary goals: developing a decision-
support tool for the Department of Natural Resources to guide 
allocation of funding in a manner consistent with industry insider 
priorities and using student-researcher conducted oral history 
interviews to explore cultural heritage and lived experiences 
of industry insiders. The dual focus of this project serves to 
preserve community knowledge alongside necessary fishing 
infrastructure. jtookes@georgiasouthern.edu (TH-97)

___________________________

TOURAY, Lamin O., NEBIE, Elisabeth, WUTICH, Amber, and 
BURNSILVER, Shauna (ASU) “Land Is Finished”: The Drivers And 
Socio-Environmental Impacts Of Peri-Urbanization In The Gambia. 
In recent decades, sub-Saharan Africa has experienced rapid 
urbanization. In the Gambia, evidence suggests that poor land 
governance, double land rush/grab, socio-cultural prestige, and 
the inflow of remittances are driving the transformation of peri-
urban environments into an expanding built-up landscape. This 
paper integrates local narratives with GIS maps to understand 
the mechanisms behind these processes and their environmental 
impacts in peri-urban Kombo, The Gambia. ltouray1@asu.edu 
(W-127)

___________________________

TRIVEDI, Amish (UDel) University Of Hustle Culture: Life In The 
Posthistorical University. Higher education has been under 
siege since it began to struggle with government over culture 
and the rise of neoliberalism as a dominant logic, seeking to 
maintain higher education as a space where its members prepare 
future generations to make decisions based on knowledge 
and understanding. This mode has been erased in favor of 
capitalism’s current mode: hustle culture. This paper reconsiders 
ways in which educators can combat institutional drives towards 
future labor market production and resituate these institutions 
as spaces for problem solving, future planning, and applying 
research to major social issues while considering the ethics of 
this dialectic. atrivedi@udel.edu (S-01)

___________________________

TRIVEDI, Jennifer (UDel) We’re Still Here: COVID-19, Uncertainty, 
The New Normal, And The Long Term. This work explores 
ongoing uncertainty in higher education in not-quite-post-
COVID-19 America. What does it mean for the uncertainties of 
higher education to intersect with the realities of a pandemic 
many declare over, yet continue to experience? How do such 
intersections layer onto complexities of other hazards, risks, 
and disasters in a 2025 marked by broader uncertainties, power 
dynamics, and shifting realities? And, critically, how do these 
issues impact long-term recovery? This paper interweaves 
anthropological conceptualizations of disaster recovery with 

understandings of higher education’s experiences of the 
pandemic to better approach the complexities of both and the 
realities of their simultaneous experience. jtrivedi@udel.edu (W-
65)

___________________________

TUCHMAN-ROSTA, Celia (Independent) From Dancing As A 
Form Observation To Applying Anthropology To Performing Arts 
Development. In July 2024, a government official in Siem Reap 
voiced frustration with how long it takes to see results from 
my research, which explores the impacts of heritage policy 
and tourism on Cambodian dance development by focusing on 
dancers’ everyday experiences. The official urged me to do more 
to help solve the structural problems dancers face. Encouraged 
to think about the application of anthropology, I began consulting 
with groups dedicated to supporting and strengthening the arts, 
like Cultural Experiences Cambodia. This paper focuses on the 
challenges of maintaining nuanced ethnographic work while 
responding to the call to facilitate change. celia.tuchmanrosta@
gmail.com (TH-133)

___________________________

TUCKER, Heather (UCSF) Designing Under Criminalization: 
Queer Feminist Ethnography In Applied HIV Work. This paper 
examines how queer feminist ethnography, paired with 
community-based participatory methodologies, can guide HIV 
intervention design in a formerly colonized context where 
sexual and gender minority AFAB persons are criminalized. 
Drawing on ethnographic collaboration with community 
organizations in Western Kenya, I use intersectionality as a 
structural analytic to show how colonial law, stigma economies, 
and material precarity produce HIV vulnerability. Given that 
individual behavior is patterned within institutional and material 
constraints, I argue that interventions must address power at 
multiple levels, including structural, relational, and individual. 
Community-driven ethnography redirects design toward multi-
level strategies appropriate to a post-colonial context. heather.
tucker@ucsf.edu (F-73)

___________________________

TURNER, Bryce and WILLIAMS, Sarah A. (UConn) The Unseen 
Impact: Community Perceptions And Responses To Rural 
Maternal Healthcare Challenges In Willimantic, CT. Maternal 
healthcare deserts are a recognized and growing problem across 
the U.S., especially in rural and poor regions. But what happens 
when a community loses access to maternal healthcare and is 
not formally recognized for it? Drawing on research in a non-
rural, economically distressed community in Connecticut, this 
study explores the impact of closed Labor & Delivery services 
on local maternal healthcare outcomes and community trust 
in the healthcare system. These findings reveal how influential 
national maternal healthcare desert definitions and discourses 
fail to capture maternal healthcare deficits in the Northeastern 
U.S., producing latent maternal healthcare deserts as a result. 
brycerturner.04@gmail.com (TH-74)

___________________________
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TURNER, Christopher Lindsay (Smithsonian NMAI) Words Of 
Sustenance: Treaties And Food Sovereignty In Native History And 
The Present. In negotiating treaties with American officials, tribal 
leaders sought always to protect their food sources as they were 
faced with dwindling land bases upon which to support their 
current and future generations. Many had to do with ranges of 
hunting territories, or access to key fishing sites and practices, 
such as in the 1855 Treaties of the Northwest, but more recently, 
tribes are working to restore other aspects of resource rights 
their forebears sought to guarantee for them—albeit often in the 
cryptic language and unsettling conditions of the treaty council. 
Preservation of Foodways through gathering and foraging, and 
access to special resources at key times and places, is a new 
bedrock of the food sovereignty movement. turnerc@si.edu (W-
64)

___________________________

UBIALI, Bruno (UGA) Equitable Pathways To Climate-
Smart Agriculture: Rethinking Adaptation As A Continuum. 
Development actors and governments have increasingly 
advocated for agricultural interventions as strategies for adapting 
to the effects of climate and environmental change. However, 
the focus on evaluating adoption or non-adoption hinders a 
more nuanced understanding of responses—dependent on 
adaptive capacities—across individual farming households and 
communities. This is problematic, as it may further increase 
social inequalities and the vulnerability of farming groups. 
Through cognitive maps built from semi-structured interviews, 
this research aims to understand the individual and community-
level mechanisms that support the adoption and sustained 
adoption of climate-smart agriculture, and their relationship to 
the long-term resilience of smallholder farming systems. bruno.
ubiali@uga.edu (W-75)

___________________________

UDOH, Onyenum Ruth (NIU) Audit Culture And Nonprofit In 
Northern Illinois. Audit culture shapes how nonprofits balance 
donor accountability with community responsibility. This study 
examined a Northern Illinois nonprofit to explore how audits, 
donor restrictions, and accountability demand influence daily 
practice. Using eight weeks of ethnographic observation and 
seven staff interviews, findings reveal a paradox: audits enhance 
legitimacy but strain small organizations, diverting time from 
service delivery. Restricted funding further limits flexibility, 
prompting “strategic mission broadening,” adapting goals to 
fit donor priorities while preserving core values. Ultimately, 
nonprofits actively negotiate audit pressures, finding creative 
ways to sustain their missions while calling for accountability 
systems rooted in transparency, trust, and care. z2004881@
students.niu.edu (S-07)

___________________________

UDVARDY, Monica (UKY) Making Ethnicity Personal: A Term 
Paper Model For A Large General Education Course. ANT 160 
Global Cultural Diversity counts for a University of Kentucky 
general education requirement, enrolling more than 800 

students from across campus each year. Holding student interest 
is therefore a challenge. This presentation describes a term 
paper project I have developed, which seems successfully to do 
so. The assignment mirrors the American Council on the Teaching 
of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)’s proficiency scale, which describes 
levels of complexity in what a language learner can express, from 
the familiar to the more abstract. The scale can be used for other 
purposes in the teaching and application of anthropology as well. 
udvardy@uky.edu (S-31)

___________________________

UKKOLA, Viola (U Lapland) Drowned Homelands: 
Intergenerationally Felt Resource Colonialism In Northern Finland. 
After WWII, Finland was striving towards modernization, which 
fueled invasive extractivist projects to Northern Finland. The 
need for energy solutions transferred into two big hydropower 
projects in the North, the Lokka and Porttipahta reservoirs. They 
drowned the homes of over 600 people, important reindeer 
pastures, and the environments that local communities living 
in subsistence economies relied on. Reservoirs changed the 
northern multicultural landscape and affected the herding 
practices for generations to come. I will discuss how they set the 
precedent for extractivist practices in North Finland that persists 
today and how the local communities were intergenerationally 
impacted by the disruption of their community and place 
attachments. (S-34)

___________________________

ULLOA, Solanyi (CONAA) Integration Of Applied Anthropology In 
Nursing Leadership And Wellness Innovation. This presentation 
explores the integration of applied anthropology into nursing 
leadership, wellness innovation, and community development in 
rural and disadvantaged communities. Using cultural observation, 
participation, and narrative collection, leaders can identify 
underlying values and practices that shape professional and 
communal experiences. These insights can be used to develop 
frameworks that reduce burnout, promote resilience and 
increase well-being. These initiatives can have transformational 
impact and provide tools to honor lived experiences of nurses 
while designing culturally responsive solutions. This approach 
demonstrates how symbolic practices, shared meaning, and 
reflective adaptation create environments that advance human 
flourishing, organizational alignment, and long-term cultural 
transformation. (W-38)

___________________________

VALENZUELA, Robin (WKU) The Romance And Tragedy Of 
Transnational Family Reunification: Evaluating Reform In 
The Child Welfare System. As many scholars have observed, 
a parent’s “illegality” informs how their reproductive labors 
are perceived. Undocumented parents with children in state 
custody experience a particular form of precarity under anti-
immigrant regimes where the threat of detention, deportation, 
and permanent family separation looms large. Drawing on 
ethnographic research collected in Chicago and Mexico from 
2016-2019, this paper explores a groundbreaking MOU between 
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Chicago’s Mexican consulate and the Illinois Department of Child 
and Family Services (DCFS) that enables deported parents to fight 
for custody transnationally. It considers how anthropologists can 
interrogate reformative solutions like the MOU and evaluate 
their outcomes for families. robin.valenzuela@wku.edu (W-133)

___________________________

VAN VLACK, Kathleen (NAU) Destination Sunset Crater: 
Understanding The Multivocality Of An Indigenous Ceremonial 
Center. Sunset Crater is a volcano in Arizona that illustrates 
multivocality and epistemological divides, which are central in 
an ongoing toponymic dispute in this culturally and geologically 
complex environment. Ethnographic studies identified Native 
American tribes that are culturally affiliated with this volcanic 
landscape, which is managed by the National Park Service as 
a national monument. These studies inquired into the cultural 
significance to Native groups and documented Indigenous 
names for places within the monument. These toponyms are 
now recognized in park trail signs and visitor center displays. 
This paper discusses how using traditional toponyms reflects 
Indigenous connections with this volcano. Kathleen.Van-Vlack@
nau.edu (TH-93)

___________________________

VANA, Noa, FUTRELL, Robert, and KRAUS, Shane W. (UNLV) 
From Ethnographic Insight To Diagnostic Innovation: Mapping 
Embodied “Chasing Losses” In Communal Gambling Settings. This 
paper introduces ethnographic data that expands how psychiatry 
can identify and evaluate gambling-related harm in communal 
settings. Drawing on immersive field diaries from off-Strip Las 
Vegas casinos frequented by older women, a multidisciplinary 
team—anthropologist, sociologist, and clinical psychologist—
analyzed full-body signs of “chasing losses.” Through joint 
messy-map coding that challenged disciplinary assumptions, 
repeated emic patterns were clustered into analytic categories, 
revealing bodily rhythms and situational proprieties manifesting 
gambling persistence. Grounding diagnostic innovation in 
lived bodily experience, we propose refinements to diagnostic 
criteria and community-grounded approaches for prevention, 
early detection, and gambling-harm reduction beyond current 
laboratory measures. noa.vana@unlv.edu (F-73)

___________________________

VARANASI, Neha (Berkley Prep Sch) Impact Of Receptive Music On 
Mood In The Elderly. Depression is a very common phenomenon 
in elderly individuals. This study aims to evaluate the impact of a 
single session of singing and receptive music, conducted during 
four different time periods, on depression index and mood of 
elderly adults. A single intervention of music therapy (singing for 
a period of one hour) was conducted at assisted living facilities 
on four different sets of patients at four different intervals and its 
impact was measured on the Patient Health Questionnaire (PHQ-
9) index. A paired t-test analysis was conducted on 49 participants 
with a mean age of 87.53 (SD = 5.524). Among the participants, 
25 were female with a mean age of 86.72 (SD = 5.908) and 24 
were male with a mean age of 88.38 (SD = 5.018). The mean 

PHQ-9 score before the intervention (BI) was 11.184 (SD = 
4.367), and after the intervention (AI) it was 9.837 (SD = 3.821), 
showing a mean difference of -1.347 (SD = 0.948), with a p-value 
< 0.001. These results were statistically significant for the group 
as a whole, as well as for each individual session. These findings 
indicate a statistically significant reduction in depression levels 
across all sessions. nehavaranasi5@gmail.com (Prerecorded)

___________________________

VAZQUEZ, Sarah (Teachers Coll Columbia U) Anthony And 
Simone: How A Pair Of Twins Navigate Early Adolescence And 
The Metaverse Their Own Way. This paper theorizes the “digital 
age of majority as a new framework” for understanding civic 
responsibility and belonging in virtual environments such as the 
metaverse. Drawing on 12 months of ethnographic, multisited 
fieldwork with multilingual children in New Jersey, it argues that 
definitions of adulthood and citizenship must be reimagined in 
relation to digital participation. Building from cultural citizenship 
and digital anthropology, the paper asks: what are the rights 
and responsibilities of youth in digital spaces? It contributes to 
ongoing efforts to co-create equitable futures across education, 
technology design, and the anthropology of childhood. sgv2111@
tc.columbia.edu (W-74)

___________________________

VERROCHI, Diane (U Hartford) Would You Like To Play A 
Game?: Gamification As Constructivist Pedagogy In Applied 
Health Education. The presentation explores gamification as a 
pedagogical tool to promote constructivist learning in the applied 
health sciences. Rather than memorization and standardized 
testing, gamified learning can reframe teaching and learning. 
This game asks learners to engage in real-world issues and fosters 
critical thinking vis-à-vis community population health. Gamified 
learning encourages a constructivist approach by allowing 
students to approach each bit of information as a strategic tool to 
be used rather than a fact to regurgitate. This work lends to the 
wider conversation on the potential of transformative pedagogy 
to shape future practitioners in healthcare, nursing, and other 
applied sciences. dverrochi@hartford.edu. (Prerecorded)

___________________________

VIDMAR, Abby and WELLS, E. Christian (USF) Strategic Organizing 
For Environmental Justice In Port St. Joe, FL. This presentation 
explores how grassroots organizing against a Liquified Natural 
Gas (LNG) development project emerged and flourished amidst 
sociopolitical and economic divides within a racially segregated 
community in the Florida panhandle. Using Dorceta Taylor’s 
(2000) model of environmental justice organizing, we trace 
the pathways through which unlikely partnerships between 
community residents evolved to combat the proposed LNG facility. 
We also examine how Transformative Scenario Planning for health 
equity—an intervention sponsored by the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation—allowed diverse stakeholders to recognize cumulative 
environmental and public health consequences of residential 
segregation to organize for collaborative strategic action. (TH-03)

___________________________
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VILLA, Lily and VILLA, Jesús (ASU) Curanderismo Education For 
Community Wellness. Centering culturally relevant healthcare 
practices is essential for thriving and healthy communities. This 
paper offers a case study of intergenerational community-based 
education on Curanderismo, the traditional medicine and healing 
practices used throughout Mexico, Latin America, and within 
Mexican-American communities. This paper utilized participant 
observation in a 9-part Curanderismo community workshop 
series. Findings suggest that workshop participants experience 
increased senses of community, cultural validation, drive to 
support and educate their families, and increased feelings of 
wellness. These findings suggest that educating communities 
on integrative and culturally relevant healthcare practices can 
increase positive social determinants of health in culturally 
marginalized populations. lkpierce@asu.edu (F-62)

___________________________

VISCONTI, Virginia (Colorado SPH) Engaging Public Health 
Students In A Community-Driven Assessment Of Housing And 
Health In Aurora, Colorado. Health disparities among individuals 
experiencing homelessness represent a health equity imperative 
that demands collective action. This session presents a campus-
community partnership between a graduate-level community 
health assessment course at the Colorado School of Public 
Health and the Aurora Health Alliance, comprising healthcare 
organizations and providers, public health agencies, business 
and civic leaders, and residents. Cross-sectoral dialogues among 
organizational partners explored strategies and resources 
needed to promote healthcare access. They also produced 
instructive applied practice experiences involving community 
engagement and shared decision-making among individuals with 
diverse backgrounds and expertise, impressing upon students 
the indispensability of a culturally informed reflective public 
health practice. (W-72)

___________________________

WALKER, Tian (U Oregon) Defiant Diabetics: An Examination 
Of Embodied Knowledge, Patient Activism, And Deliberate 
Non-Compliance. This talk will report on patient activism and 
deliberate non-compliance as manifestations of embodied 
knowledge put into action, based on an online survey of 107 
people with type 1 diabetes (PWT1D) in the United States, and 
a subset of 36 interviews. Symptom experiences, apomediation, 
and health information seeking will be discussed along with an 
examination of the research design process. I will share stories 
from my collaboration with a local non-profit T1D clinic, including 
conversations with clinicians that informed my work, and reflect 
on the challenges and benefits of conducting research informed 
by my own embodied knowledge and lived experience. tianw@
uoregon.edu (W-33)

___________________________

WALLACE, Tim (NCSU) The Arc Of An Anthropologist’s Career: 
From Idealism Thru Realism To Acceptance. The anthropologist 
in his later years arrives at perspectives not understood by his 
earlier self. This paper is a brief review of one anthropologist’s 

arc of a career that hopes to find a couple of thoughts that may 
be useful to peers at the same career level, as well as those at 
an earlier career stage. The paper begins with the author’s 
experiences with the precursors of the Shining Path Guerrillas 
in Peru through a teaching career as an applied anthropologist 
fighting to be heard in an anti-applied university environment 
through the tumult of tenure and multiple reinventions, never 
quite finding one’s “space” until near the end of the teaching 
career at age 73. As an octogenarian, the importance of the 
early ideals and fight for relevance, respect, and reasonableness 
has faded, replaced by a calmer period of trying to live a life 
as it is given, not as it ought to be or should be. Deciding what 
is important in life at an earlier stage in a career is hard, but it 
is worth the effort. A couple of suggestions about this kind of 
decision-making flow out of this brief reminiscence of a career. 
tmwallace@mindspring.com (S-01)

___________________________

WANG, Pin (Nat’l Taipei U) Art-Mediated Family Relations At 
Elderly Care In Taiwan. As the population is rapidly aging, over 
the last decade, Taiwan has seen a significant growth of various 
community daycare services for frail elderly people, particularly 
people with dementia. Art practice in such elderly-care settings 
can reach people who traditionally have less access to art. Aimed 
at enhancing elderly people’s physical and cognitive abilities, art 
activities further inspired reciprocal insights and mutual healing 
effects in all parties involved. The cases demonstrated how art 
as a medium not only can transform family relationships but 
also engage a new understanding of individuality and a sense of 
agency. pwang@mail.ntpu.edu.tw (F-33)

___________________________

WANG, Siding (U Chicago) Caring In The Shadows: A Digital 
Ethnography On Narrative Construction Of Non-Medical Drug 
Use Among Chinese Youth. The non-medical use of psychoactive 
substances among youth is increasingly prevalent worldwide, yet 
it remains underexamined in China. Constrained by limited mental 
health resources, cultural stigma, and strict drug regulation, young 
users turn to online peer spaces for experiential knowledge and 
emotional support. Employing digital ethnography and iterative 
thematic analysis, this study investigates a large chat group 
where over 100 Chinese youth exchange overdose experiences 
and harm-reduction advice. The findings reveal an emerging 
collective narrative that frames drug use as both self-destruction 
and self-redemption, generating alternative meanings, peer 
solidarity, and recognition beyond institutional mental health 
frameworks. sidingwang2@gmail.com (W-07)

___________________________

WANG, Zi (Beacon Academy) Invisible Mothers: An 
Anthropological Study Of Care, Time, And Structural Invisibility 
Among China’s Female Food Couriers. As female food couriers 
proliferate in China’s platform economy, celebratory narratives of 
resilience and sacrifice obscure structural pressures. Leveraging 
digital ethnography and 20 semi-structured interviews, this study 
examines how time poverty, bodily strain, and care disruptions are 
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normalized between algorithmic evaluation and non-negotiable 
family responsibilities. Centering performances of visibility and 
the costs of remaining unseen, it combines the economy of 
visibility with the feminist political economy of reproduction 
to theorize a double compression of motherhood: algorithms 
flatten care into consumable emotional labor while institutions 
render maternal work invisible, producing tireless figures whose 
reproductive crises and rights remain systematically denied and 
protections. adamwang2028@gmail.com (S-05)

___________________________

WANG, Zixuan (ZHT Lab Co) Adapting Large Language Models For 
Applied Anthropology: Benchmarking, Risks, And Reinforcement 
Learning Post Training. Large language models are rapidly entering 
anthropological research and teaching, yet their suitability 
for applied work remains underexamined. We benchmark 
popular models on practice-mirroring tasks and compare 
them with undergraduate and doctoral students. General-
purpose systems excel at synthesis but underperform in cross-
cultural understanding, contextual analysis, and engagement 
with anthropological theory. We identify ethical risks, notably 
cultural bias reproduction and misleading interpretation, when 
models lack domain adaptation. We present a reinforcement 
learning post-training regimen that improves knowledge use 
and contextual sensitivity; smaller adapted models match or 
surpass larger unadapted systems, offering a lower-cost, ethically 
tractable path for AI and anthropology. zixuanwang@zhtlab.
com. (Prerecorded)

___________________________

WARPINSKI, Chloe (UFL) Navigating Incommensurate Logics Of 
Care, Efficiency, And Market In U.S. Primary Care. In the highly 
privatized United States primary care environment, physicians 
must attend to incommensurate logics of quality care. That is, they 
must attempt to holistically care for patients within a system that 
has been described as highly commodified and bureaucratically 
violent. This article identifies multiple logics present in patient-
physician primary care clinical encounters. Then I introduce the 
concept of institutional phronesis as a key component of the 
professional skills required to navigate this complex organizational 
environment. The article uses ethnographic insights garnered 
through 21 months at a rural medical center to demonstrate how 
primary care physicians experience disparate logics and seek to 
provide high-quality care through institutional phronesis in this 
setting. cwarpinski@ufl.edu (W-68)

___________________________

WASSON, Christina (UNT) Bringing A Participatory Design 
Approach To The Creation Of An Indigenous Heritage Archive. 
This paper describes a collaboration among members of the 
Bodo and Dimasa Indigenous communities in Assam, India, 
and design anthropologists at the University of North Texas, 
USA, to develop a community-based digital archive. Such 
archives respond to community needs for language and culture 
preservation and revitalization. The Indian project leaders, 
both professors of linguistics, provide expertise in the Bodo and 

Dimasa languages and cultures, organize teams of contributors, 
and connect the archive with local institutions. They make all 
policy decisions. The U.S. collaborator plays a smaller, consulting 
role, contributing experience in the participatory design 
of technologies and community-based archives. christina.
wasson@unt.edu (F-01)

___________________________

WATSON, Sharon (UNCC), MASILO, Morongoe (World Food 
Programme), MPEMI, Regina (Nat’l U Lesotho), and FISHER, 
Cecilia (Fordham U) Everyday (Not So) Informed Consent: 
Sharing Electronic Health Information Within Dynamic Economic, 
Ethical, And Regulatory Landscapes. As AI and investments in 
biotechnology accelerate, scientific and capitalist interests are 
outpacing humanistic conversations about the social impacts 
of this uncharted nexus of personal health information and 
large-scale cross-communicating data infrastructures. There is a 
disconnect between discussions of the net worth and value of 
the accumulated data and that of the rapidly evolving regulatory 
environment, and the implications for autonomy and trust 
over personal health information. Drawing on 30 interviews 
with health providers from Lesotho, the findings provide an 
intellectual exercise for reflection on globally relevant, current, 
and future uses of increasing centralized electronic health record 
systems. watson.s@charlotte.edu (TH-75)

___________________________

WATTS, John (MS State U) Expanding The Record: Memory And 
Silence In The Archaeological Record. Scholars (Trouillot, 1995; 
Caswell, 2014) discuss the ways narratives and archives involve 
remembering and forgetting. Scholars are less attentive, however, to 
how we deal with these gaps in the archaeological record. I examine 
the ways that archaeologists can combine pragmatic theoretical 
frameworks and neglected sources of memory to address absences 
in the archaeological record. Based on scoping research at Prospect 
Hill in Jefferson County, Mississippi, I argue that scholars can leverage 
public archaeology using a pragmatic framework to address blank 
spaces in memory. Expanding what we consider archaeological 
knowledge gives voice to the silenced aspects of the archaeological 
narrative. jkw516@msstate.edu (TH-129)

___________________________

WEBB, W. Alex and FOSTER, Chef Shon (WayFaring Group) 
Ethnographic Spreadsheets: Anthropology In Financial Underwriting. 
Food and Beverage (F&B) development is typically underwritten 
through spreadsheets built on generic benchmarks and demographic 
assumptions. In our work, we build ethnographic spreadsheets 
through rapid field visits using snowball sampling to identify high-
performing outlets, informal interviews, menu and review analysis, 
and the embodied experience of service. The resulting models offer 
two forms of value to developers and operators: they generate 
real-world market benchmarks and reveal why certain concepts 
succeed in a specific place. Ethnographic spreadsheets in financial 
underwriting showcase how anthropology can shape decisions at 
the point where capital commits to a future. (S-07)

___________________________
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WEDEL, Johan (U Gothenburg) Risky Interactions Among 
Bushmeat Sellers In Côte d’Ivoire. Activities related to the handling 
of bushmeat have been linked to virulent disease outbreaks. 
This paper focuses on perceptions of risky interactions among 
bushmeat sellers in Côte d’Ivoire. In addition to looking into 
how bushmeat sellers understand risk in relation to biomedical 
understandings of disease transmission and control, this paper 
takes a closer look at local and Indigenous perceptions of risk. 
There is a need for non-reductionist approaches to animal 
disease transmission, and the paper seeks to contribute to a 
more holistic understanding of how animals are implicated in 
human health. johan.wedel@globalstudies.gu.se (TH-61)

___________________________

WEGER, Jacob (Seton Hall U) Attention And The Environment: 
Reflections On The Intersection Of Environmentalism And The 
Attention Economy. Observers widely argue that what has 
been dubbed the “attention economy” is contributing to our 
increasingly polarized society and fractured sense of reality, while 
the technologies underlying this economy voraciously consume 
natural resources like energy and water, and our capacities for 
sustained attention are themselves commodified and extracted 
for corporate profit. This paper reflects on this intersection 
of attention and the environment, including how attentional 
practices have been essential to environmentalism historically 
and ways that a collective politics of attention might both learn 
from the environmental movement and contribute to ecological 
healing. jacob.weger@shu.edu (S-33)

___________________________

WEINHOLD, Nanci (U Hartford) Critical Thinking And Clinical 
Judgement In The Everyday Practice Of Novice Nurses. Critical 
thinking and clinical judgement are essential for safe, effective 
nursing care, yet novice nurses often struggle in these areas 
due to limited clinical experience and reduced exposure during 
educational programs. Current evaluation methods used by 
faculty are frequently task-oriented and subjective, lacking 
focus on conceptual understanding and reasoning skills. This 
presentation examines the challenges educators face in assessing 
clinical judgement and explores strategies to better evaluate and 
support the development of critical thinking in novice nurses. 
Strengthening faculty approaches to assessment can enhance 
nursing education, improve clinical competence, and ultimately 
promote safer, more effective everyday practice in healthcare 
settings. weinhold@hartford.edu. (Prerecorded)

___________________________

WEINSTEIN, Sarah (U Arizona Coll of Nursing), MADEIRA, 
Anjali and WARK, Kyle (South Central Fdn), ESPINOSA 
CÁRDENAS, Frida (ASU) Decolonizing Breast/Body Feeding: A 
Novel Biosocial Model Of Breastfeeding For The Global Context. 
Breastfeeding is a complex, bio-behavioral dyadic phenomenon 
influenced by culture, community, place, and individual and 
family dynamics. This translational breast/chest feeding model 
offers an alternative to existing models that do not consider the 
historical and contemporary contexts in which breastfeeding 

is situated, including the ongoing impact of settler colonial 
violence and other systems of oppression. This model positions 
breastfeeding as a cultural asset that directly contributes to 
survivance, healing, and collective well-being while informing 
healthcare policy, advocacy, and research. sarahweinstein@
arizona.edu (W-08)

___________________________

WENTWORTH, Chelsea (MI State U), GOOD, Mary (VA), and 
HOWARD, Heather (MI State U) Participatory Research In Practice: 
Case Studies In Indigenous Food Sovereignty, Veteran Care, And 
Ancestral Stewardship. Community-engaged research operates 
on a spectrum, yet the everyday practice of engaged research 
regularly omits discussion of the challenges of operationalizing 
engagement at various project stages. In this paper, we present 
three case studies using participatory research methodology 
to promote holistic wellbeing projects with Indigenous 
collaborators. Focusing on key steps throughout the research 
process, from initial planning to dissemination, we identify 
challenges and benefits of the participatory research process. 
We discuss practical considerations and theoretical contributions 
emerging from our work with Tribal food sovereignty, access and 
care needs for Veterans, and caring for ancestors and historical 
belongings in a good way. wentwo21@msu.edu (TH-135)

___________________________

WEST, Colin Thor and CECCHINI, Emma (UNCCH) Investigating 
Agroecological Change In Koukoudé, Togo, With Archival Maps. 
Kabiyè hill farmers of Koukoudé, Togo, are celebrated farmers who 
cultivate steep hillsides using terraces. Recent evidence suggests 
that they may be abandoning these agricultural terraces. This 
study uses archival maps, recent reports, and satellite imagery 
to investigate agroecological change from 1968 to 2025. ctw@
email.unc.edu (W-127)

___________________________

WEST, Crystal (Stantec) Recovering the Nium Trail: Decolonizing 
Mapping and Documenting Trailscapes. This presentation explores 
decolonizing methods and critical cartography by creating a 
multilayered map of the Nium Trail using Tribal Knowledge, place 
names, ethnographic data, georeferenced historic maps, and 
archaeology. The Nium Trail follows the San Joaquin River in the 
central Sierra Nevada mountains of California. The study used 
collaborative research and ground truthing with the North Fork 
Mono Tribe to map the route, which begins “at the top of the 
world” at over 10,000 feet in elevation at a lake called Wiitcunap. 
This applied anthropological approach can be used to re-map or 
reclaim Indigenous homelands and cultural landscapes. crystal.
west@stantec.com (TH-129)

___________________________

WESTERMAN, William (NJCU) Pushbacks And Rollbacks: 
Silencing The Voices Of Asylum-Seekers Amid The Dismantling 
Of The Geneva Refugee Convention. The right to seek asylum is 
guaranteed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
the Geneva Refugee Convention. Since the 1980s, wealthy states 
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such as the U.S. and Australia have used a range of means to 
make asylum status harder to achieve. Increased enforcement 
in extraterritorial spaces, the use of detention, the deportation 
of asylum-seekers in process, and the subversion or erasure 
of humanitarian laws together indicate an unquestionably 
systematic campaign to end asylum protections. Based on 
ethnographic interviews with asylum-seekers and lawyers, this 
paper responds to the silencing of refugee voices and the denial 
of their lived experience. (F-91)

___________________________

WHEATON, Rebecca and TILT, Bryan (OR State U) Cultural Models 
Of Salmon Management: Ocean Fishermen’s Knowledge And 
Values In The Era Of Klamath Dam Removal And Restoration. 
Dam removal in the Klamath River Basin has far-reaching 
implications for the ocean salmon fleet along the Pacific 
Northwest coast. Drawing on preliminary ethnographic research 
with fishermen navigating ecological change and regulatory 
uncertainty, this study uses Cultural Models to examine how 
ecological knowledge shapes reasoning about risk, responsibility, 
and management. Despite short seasons, a shrinking fleet, 
and bounded influence in decision-making, their continued 
dedication illustrates adaptation as an ongoing social process 
linking coastal livelihoods, resilience, and restoration with in-
river management priorities. The findings offer practical insight 
for aligning ecological restoration with the realities of fishing 
communities and fostering adaptive management. wheatore@
oregonstate.edu (W-01)

___________________________

WHITAKER, Sarah and ZIKER, John (BSU) A Framework For 
Identifying The Impact Of Social, Ecological, And Cultural Factors 
On Flood Risk At U.S. Department Of Defense Installations. 
This paper outlines a framework for assessing the impact of 
flooding on U.S. military installations. The framework specifically 
considers the social, ecological, and cultural factors that shape 
the impact of flooding, decision-making about increasing flood 
resilience, and possible pathways to greater flood resilience. The 
framework is rooted in interviews and participant observation 
with civil and military decision-makers (n=46) from Fort Hood, 
TX, the Detroit Arsenal, MI, and the Detroit, MI, metro area. The 
results are part of an interdisciplinary project developing a flood 
early warning system rooted in socio-cultural understanding, 
climate and hydrological modeling, uncertainty quantification, 
and risk analysis. sarahwhitaker842@boisestate.edu (W-95)

___________________________

WHITE, Lauren (CNU) Creating A Refugee Welcoming Campus. 
This presentation will explain how institutions of higher education 
can use their resources to become gentle landing spots for newly 
resettled refugees. Data come from background reading, news 
and media analysis, and interviews with university faculty and 
leadership; representatives from student organizations; the local 
resettlement organization; and other campuses with refugee 
welcoming initiatives. Inspired by the work of the organization 
Every Campus a Refuge, this presentation will explore potential 

challenges, barriers, and solutions to meeting the needs of local 
refugee populations. lauren.white.24@cnu.edu (F-62)

___________________________

WHITMAN, Madi (Columbia U) Against AI: Anthropological 
Interventions In Research, Teaching, And Learning. What are the 
social, material, and other costs of the ubiquitous adoption of 
generative artificial intelligence (AI) in universities in the U.S., 
and how can applied anthropology intervene? This presentation 
frames AI’s impacts on universities as existential due to 
increasing water and energy consumption, theft of scholarship, 
surveillance implications, and rendering of our teaching, 
learning, and research as training data. To explore costs and pose 
interventions, I mobilize findings from ethnographic research 
with undergraduate students about their interactions with AI 
technologies to suggest how shifts to everyday practices offer 
alternatives to AI. (W-103)

___________________________

WIDENER, Patricia (FAU) An Evolving Climate Injustice: 
Institutional And Individual Disparities In Coping With Extreme 
Heat. This paper applies the climate justice principles to explore 
how different groups vary in their abilities to respond to and/
or prepare for the extreme heat and humidity in South Florida. 
This study compares the responses and capacities of state and 
county officials, the news media, event organizers, students, 
and outdoor workers. While the state prohibited local heat laws 
on worker safety, Miami-Dade County appointed the nation’s 
first Chief Heat Officer. Journalists report on health precautions 
and policy reports, and groups plan outdoor rallies with water 
provisions and health checks, whereas students discuss altered 
routines, and outdoor workers suffer severe illnesses. pwidener@
fau.edu (TH-02)

___________________________

WIDENER, Patricia (FAU) Bringing Nature Into The Resistance, 
Locating Sensory Opportunity Spaces. Through the lenses of 
sensory studies, protest analysis, and the interface between 
natural and built environments, this paper examines how the 
natural environment facilitates and disrupts social movement 
activities. This study considers how the natural environment 
impacts the planning and experiences of organizers and 
participants through more than 60 participant observations 
at demonstrations. First, the natural environment served as a 
prerequisite for some mobilization efforts. Second, nature’s daily 
and seasonal rhythms influenced a rally’s tempo by serving as a 
sensory burden, relief, or distraction. Third, green spaces afforded 
activists the opportunity to participate in public discourse and to 
(re)discover nature. pwidener@fau.edu (TH-92)

___________________________

WIES, Jennifer (EKU) Eroding Opportunity: Higher Education 
Policy, Poverty, And Gender-Based Violence In The Neoliberal 
Era. Amid neoliberal restructuring of higher education, policy 
shifts restricting access to need-based aid and limiting curricular 
engagement with systemic inequality reverberate far beyond 
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the classroom. I examine how postsecondary education policy 
intersects with poverty and gender-based violence (GBV), 
illustrating how the erosion of opportunity structures (reducing 
Pell Grant access, narrowed educational content) constrains 
low-income learners while reinforcing conditions that sustain 
interpersonal and structural violence. Situating U.S. trends within 
global evidence linking education, poverty, and GBV, the analysis 
underscores how macro-level policy decisions shape micro-level 
risks. Applied anthropologists are situated to invest anew in 
culturally informed, equity-driven educational reform as violence 
prevention. jennifer.wies@eku.edu (F-02)

___________________________

WILD, Melissa (Teachers Coll Columbia U) Human And AI 
Mediators Meet: Exploring What Happens To Humans In Digital 
Infrastructures And What Is Left Outside Those Bounds. Among 
the international development subfield of “peacebuilding,” 
a recent surge in production of “AI mediators”—designed to 
intervene in conflicts between groups of people—has emerged 
alongside an interest in comparing these new tools to the human 
versions (i.e., “human mediators”), showing up in research 
methodologies and in analysis (the sense-making). In this paper, 
I consider how generative AI mediators may reveal how human 
mediators function, by contrast, and what such disregarded edges 
of how people help people through conflicts, when highlighted 
by the ethnographer’s observations, can offer researchers in 
making sense of how to work with generative AI. mm3484@
tc.columbia.edu (S-32)

___________________________

WILD, Melissa (Teachers Coll Columbia U) Where Ethnography 
Meets Peacebuilding: How Applied Anthropology Can Show Up In 
The Work Of Peacebuilding. While the interdisciplinary space of 
peacebuilding originally drew from the work of anthropologists 
- who wrote about war, violence, arguments, dialogue - it is a 
space heavily influenced by the work of politicians, international 
relations “specialists” and psychologists. For the past three 
years, I have spent time talking with peacebuilders about new 
anthropological perspectives on shared topics of concern. In 
so doing, I end up discussing the significant overlap in practical 
training peacebuilders - especially mediators - and applied 
anthropologists receive (especially in doing ethnography). This 
overlap seems to be a place of great interest among peacebuilders 
and a place of promise for how anthropology can be applied to 
peacebuilding research and peacebuilding projects. mm3484@
tc.columbia.edu (S-03)

___________________________

WILFONG, Matthew (SMCM) An Oasis Suitable For The Desert: 
Residential Xeriscaping And The City Of Mesa’s Grass-To-Xeriscape 
Program. Water scarcity concerns continue to intensify across 
the globe and especially in the U.S. Southwest. In response, cities 
are turning to decentralized techniques of water management, 
like residential xeriscaping, as a strategy for water conservation. 
This research, conducted in partnership with the City of Mesa, 
Arizona, examines their Grass-to-Xeriscape (G2X) incentive 

program through semi-structured interviews with participating 
homeowners to understand their motivations and obstacles. 
Findings reveal that residents are motivated by ethical concerns 
of living in the desert, desire to conserve water, and reduced 
yard maintenance, but face barriers of high upfront conversion 
cost, lack of contractor expertise, and limited institutional 
support. This study highlights that there is an ongoing shift in 
cultural values surrounding landscapes and water use, but policy 
and institutional changes are required to achieve a significant 
decrease in residential outdoor water use across the region. 
mtwilfong@smcm.edu (W-04)

___________________________

WILLGING, Cathleen Elizabeth (PIRE), JARAMILLO, Elise 
Trott (UNM), GIARDINA, Kimberly (San Diego County HHSA), 
AARONS, Gregory A., LAGARE, Tiffany, and FETTES, Danielle L. 
(UCSD) Power And Partnership: Centering Frontline Worker And 
Community Voices In Research-Driven Child Welfare Reform. 
We examine a community-academic partnership to promote 
bidirectional collaboration that enables the application of 
research within a large child welfare system. We highlight the 
perspectives of case workers and system-involved individuals, 
revealing how entrenched power structures and chronic system 
overburden contribute to research-to-practice gaps. Participants 
described exclusion from decision-making, challenging frontline 
realities shaped by multilevel administrative priorities, and 
disconnects between research and everyday practice. Heavy 
workloads, bureaucracy, and skepticism limited engagement and 
created resistance to research-related efforts. Nevertheless, many 
remained optimistic that generating and using research evidence 
could lead to positive system change. Findings underscore that 
partnerships must elevate practitioner and community voices, 
redistribute power, and address systemic burdens to succeed. 
cwillging@pire.org (W-133)

___________________________

WILLIAMS, Sarah A. (UConn) Queer Kinesthesia And Strategies 
For Stability During Crisis. 2SLGBTQIA+ people are particularly 
vulnerable to crises impacting mental health, while the 
mechanisms through which they regain stability are less clear. 
By examining the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on queer 
communities in the Greater Toronto Area, I argue that attempts 
to reorient and regain stability during crisis represent queer 
kinesthesia, a process of kin-making and orientation. Contrary to 
their own expectations, participants found that the strategy of 
turning to queer community for support in crisis in the context 
of state abandonment was not sufficient for regaining stability, 
reaffirming the importance of public crisis supports that account 
for queer needs. sarah.a.williams@uconn.edu (W-36)

___________________________

WILLIS, David and RADHAI, Thanaraj (Fielding Grad U) Everyday 
Practices Of Marginalized Women Leaders In India: Resilience 
And Empowerment As Gandhian Strategies For Transformation. 
Resilience and Empowerment are two keywords for Women 
Leaders of severely marginalized communities in India, whom I 
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have been studying for the past five years. These include Adivasi 
Tribals, Dalits, and Muslim Women Leaders. Of particular interest 
from this study are the Gandhian Strategies for Transformation 
utilized by these leaders, a common thread that enables them 
to practice resilience across villages and different caste and 
religious communities. This report will discuss strategies such 
as Permagardens and Education Centers as central actions that 
have resulted in self-sufficiency and then resistance in everyday 
practices to traditional oppressions. dwillis@fielding.edu (S-08)

___________________________

WILLOW, Anna (OH State U) Cultures Of The Future: Empowering 
Visions Of Youth Resilience In A Rapidly Changing World. This 
paper explores how young people imagine positive futures in 
the context of ongoing/impending socioecological and climatic 
change. It draws on preliminary results from a community-
engaged research project featuring visioning/data collection 
workshops designed to simultaneously gather information and 
empower youth to envision the future of their communities, 
thereby constructively collapsing conventional boundaries 
between social scientific research, environmental education, and 
creative practice. This work illuminates the dynamic relationship 
between an often-overlooked segment of the population and 
a rapidly changing global environment, engendering a durable 
documentary record of how young people imagine their own 
resilient futures in a rapidly changing world. ajwillow75@gmail.
com (TH-92)

___________________________

WILSON, Nina (OSU) Reimagining Methods: Towards An Anti-
Racist, Feminist Ethnography. This study examines ethnographic 
methods and redesigns its application for a more accountable, 
collaborative research protocol. In an analysis of ethnographies 
and ethnographic method guides, this research identifies 
common themes and approaches to ethnography and its 
output to reimagine the procedures. Themes include the myth 
of insider/outsider research, problematizing objectivity versus 
subjectivity narratives, and interrogating the ways in which a 
legacy of “the other” lives on in contemporary ethnographic 
research. Stemming from recent scholarship on decolonized 
research methods in the social sciences, this research adds to 
the discourse with detailed tools for anti-racist, anti-colonial, 
feminist research and data collection. ninawilson49@gmail.com 
(S-13)

___________________________

WINN, Alisha (Consider the Culture) Navigating And Influencing 
Change: Insights Gained As An Anthropology Business Owner. 
The author expounds upon her Anthropology Career Readiness 
Network blog, elaborating on how to package and promote 
applied anthropology effectively to broader audiences. Through 
detailed examples, she shares her experiences as the founder 
and CEO of a consulting business that utilizes anthropology to 
drive transformative change. The discussion includes insights 
into managing an anthropology-centered business, Consider the 
Culture, offering consulting services across various institutions, 

engaging in historic preservation, community engagement, and 
facilitating cultural education. She emphasizes the importance 
of business management and marketing strategies, as well as 
the value of showcasing project successes, lessons learned, 
challenges faced, and key considerations for success in the field. 
drwinn@considertheculture.com (S-07)

___________________________

WINSTEAD, Teresa (UW Sch of Med), ABEDI, Aisha and MORENO, 
Courtney (Public Health – Seattle & King County), BANTA-GREEN, 
Caleb (UW Sch of Med), GLICK, Sara (UW SPH), HOOD, Julia 
(Public Health – Seattle & King County) Sweetspots, Sleep, And 
Safety: Everyday Rationales For Co-Use Of Methamphetamine 
And Fentanyl In Seattle. Participants’ rationales for polysubstance 
use reveal an emphasis on control of the experience and their 
environment, priorities sometimes overlooked in public health 
practice and research. Participants described seeking a balanced 
and functional high, and this effort included modifications to 
timing, doses, and routes of administration to achieve the desired 
effect and stay safe. These narratives about polysubstance use 
demonstrate how individuals strategically navigate drug effects 
and challenge perceptions of substance use as irrational or 
uncontrolled. Understanding why and how people use fentanyl 
and methamphetamine together, simultaneously or in sequence, 
is essential for developing person-centered harm reduction and 
public health interventions. twinstea@uw.edu (W-07)

___________________________

WOLF, Christin (Independent), FREIDUS, Andrea (MI State 
U), and SHENK, Dena (UNCC Emeritus) Resilient Care: Human 
Infrastructure And Digital Adaptation In A Pandemic. During 
the COVID-19 pandemic, long-term care programs, including 
residential care communities, in central North Carolina, U.S., 
faced significant challenges supporting older adults. This case 
study examines how technologies of care, such as telehealth, 
video communication, and digital tools, helped sustain services. 
These technologies were most effective when supported by 
resilient staff. The findings highlight the emotional labor of 
caregivers and the vital role of compassionate, consistent 
communication. Despite technological advances, human 
infrastructure remained essential to care. These experiences 
illustrate the need for integrated strategies that blend innovation 
with empathy to address complex crises in long-term care 
environments. christin.r.wolf@gmail.com (W-134)

___________________________

WOLFSON, Alex (Heritage Lands Collective) and VAN VLACK, 
Kathleen (NAU) Thirty-Two Tribes, Thirty-Two Names: Bears 
Ears, A Sacred Place With A Toponym Conundrum. Bears Ears is 
a culturally significant geoscape in southeast Utah. Presently, 32 
tribes have expressed cultural connections to Bears Ears and its 
surrounding landscape. Since 2016, 12 tribes have participated 
in two anthropological studies funded by the Bureau of Land 
Management, Monticello Field Office. The goals of these studies 
have been to document tribal connections to the Bears Ears 
Geoscape. While the 32 contemporary tribes have different 
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and layered connections to this geoscape, they recognize that 
each tribe has a cultural right to speak on their connections and 
traditional uses. This paper highlights four geosites within this 
layered complex landscape. awolfson@tamu.edu, Kathleen.Van-
Vlack@nau.edu (TH-63)

___________________________

WOODARD, Buck and MORETTI-LANGHOLTZ, Danielle (William 
& Mary Coll) Addressing Erasure: Applying Cultural Anthropology 
To NAGPRA Compliance. Called to facilitate the return of NAGPRA-
defined human remains and cultural patrimony, practicing 
anthropologists are viewed both as obfuscating repatriation 
and offering guidance for compliance with federal law. The 
2024 removal of “culturally unidentified” remains and objects 
privileges “geographical proximity” over “cultural affiliation.” 
The importance of the revised legislation cannot be overstated. 
However, the intent to speed up the repatriation process has 
created a secondary problem in the Eastern U.S. by contributing 
to the erasure of Indigenous history, processes of culture change, 
and the significance of cultural specificity. We offer a tripartite 
rubric to address this issue. bwwood@wm.edu (TH-129)

___________________________

WOODRUFF, Jacqueline (AnthroSci) Split Ends: How Access 
To Hairstylists Creates Dilemmas In Styling, Care, And Health. 
Hair, such as for African-American women, can trigger issues 
concerning culture, beauty concepts, acceptance in corporate 
spaces, health, or simply managing the daily practice of hair care. 
Due to the varied and complex ancestral mixtures of people in 
the U.S. and consequential textures of hair, sometimes women 
of differing ancestry need stylists possessing specialized skills 
and experience. What happens when access is limited? Differing 
neighborhoods, towns, and cities can amplify the challenge. Hear 
how geographic access to styling experts impacts women’s styling 
choices, home practices, health, identity, and well-being. (W-36)

___________________________

WORKMAN, Cassandra (UNCG), OSBORNE-GOWLEY, Jeremiah and 
BREWIS, Alexandra (ASU), ROSINGER, Asher (PSU), BERESFORD, 
Melissa (SJSU), PEARSON, Amber (MI State U) Extreme Heat, Water 
Insecurity, And Mental Health: Exploring Concurrent Environmental 
Stressors In Three U.S. Sites. Extreme heat is the leading cause of 
weather-related mortality in the United States and is associated with 
a range of adverse physical and mental health outcomes. Exposure 
to extreme heat occurs during heatwaves and is exacerbated by 
urban heat island effects and limited green space. Research has 
similarly documented the link between water insecurity and health. 
Extreme heat can prompt increased water usage, which may further 
strain water-insecure households. This exploratory study uses data 
from sites in Arizona, Pennsylvania, and North Carolina to examine 
the intersection of extreme heat and water insecurity on stress and 
anxiety outcomes. clworkma@uncg.edu (TH-02)

___________________________

WRAPP, Melissa (CSULB) On Level Footing?: Considering 
Walking As An Embodied Research Method. This paper 

explores the use of mobile interviews as an embodied research 
method. Drawing inspiration from the architectural practice of 
walkthrough evaluation, I conducted “walkthrough” interviews 
with interlocutors across Cape Town, South Africa, in dwellings 
ranging from informal shacks and social housing across the Cape 
Flats to apartments in the city center. Together, we explored the 
home while discussing its history and features; each interview 
concluded by walking around the neighborhood. While many 
scholars present such embodied methods as a means of refiguring 
research power dynamics, I interrogate the idea that journeying 
together places the researcher and participant on level footing. 
melissa.wrapp@csulb.edu (S-15)

___________________________

XIAO, Boge (Elite Preparatory Academy) Cultural Rhythms Of 
Writing: Experimental Ethnography On Zhuang Manuscripts And 
Variant Chinese Characters. This project, first developed under 
the Peking University Yuanpei Scholars Program and expanded 
through field work with the Minzu University of China research 
team, investigates the ethnographic life of writing in Southwest 
China. As a descendant of the Zhuang and Gelao peoples, I 
approach this work both as a researcher and as a member of 
the community whose ritual manuscripts I study. I examine how 
variant Chinese characters are preserved, re-semanticized, and 
transmitted across the China-Vietnam border. Using a framework 
I call “cultural rhythm,” I experiment with digital archiving and 
ethical reciprocity, rethinking authorship and participation in 
multimodal anthropology. xiaoboge1109@gmail.com (S-15)

___________________________

YARDY, Erica Clarke (Teachers Coll Columbia U) The Early 
Childhood Care And Education Workforce: If Children Are The 
Future, How Do Those Working Daily With Them Play Into That 
Future? Focused on children, Early Childhood Care and Education 
(ECCE) is steeped in future-themed language. However, ECCE 
workers and their experience are frequently excluded from 
envisioning this future. Instead, children’s rights, micro and 
macroeconomic needs, and expectations of women combine to 
diminish the ECCE worker perspective (Michel, 1999; Nagasawa 
et al., 2023; Davis & Craven, 2022; Adair, 2011). This paper, 
focusing on collaborative research with ECCE workers in the NYC 
Metropolitan Area and autoethnographic work, aims to address 
this exclusion. Drawing on Feminist theory, it broadly explores 
“What does it take to be an ECCE worker now and in the future?” 
(W-74)

___________________________

YARRINGTON, Landon (CO State U) Siting The Past: Toponymy And 
The Unfinished Project Of The Haitian Revolution. If destroying 
the plantation system was a central aim of the Haitian Revolution, 
why do many Haitian toponyms tend to preserve the names of 
colonial plantations and landowners? This paper analyzes the 
abitasyon—a socially meaningful but unofficial spatial category—
as a site of historical struggle over land and memory. The study of 
Haitian toponym reveals that favoring an imported model of land 
division (French arrondissements, communes) silences locally 
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grounded practices and spatial relations. Institutionalizing the 
abitasyon as an official territorial division may help align state 
structures with actual practices, which is a necessary first step 
toward meaningful land reform. landon.yarrington@colostate.
edu (TH-93)

___________________________

YARRIS, Kristin (U Oregon) Accompaniment At ICE Checkins: 
Fleeting Moments Of Solidarity. As immigration enforcement 
tactics increased in 2025, local rapid response groups began to 
form, seeking to extend protections to vulnerable community 
members in new sites, including ICE offices and Immigration 
Courts. Alongside immigration attorneys, advocates, and 
volunteers, I initiated a rapid response effort providing on-site 
accompaniment at our city’s local ICE office. In this presentation, 
I describe the dynamics of coordinating a team of volunteer 
accompaniers on-site at a federal building/local ICE office. 
I discuss the challenges of training volunteers, the tensions 
involved with practicing accompaniment in a rapidly shifting and 
volatile context, and some of the successes of our accompaniment 
program. I also offer reflections on accompaniment as a form of 
solidarity in sites of state terror and violence. keyarris@uoregon.
edu (TH-68)

___________________________

ZARATE, Salvador (UCI) Fire Workers: Migrant Ecological 
Knowledge (MEK) And The Risk Logics Of Property Under Fire. 
This presentation draws on two years of ethnographic research 
with Latinx fire mitigation workers in Orange County, California. 
It explores how worker crews employ MEK (Migrant Ecological 
Knowledge), a practice of deep horticultural expertise rooted in 
years of residential gardening and/or transnational agrarian labor, 
for clearing fire risk from the county’s flammable wildland-Urban 
Interface. They do this work while managing their own personal 
risks related to health, legal, and social precarity. Workers’ MEK 
denaturalizes fire management practices and imperatives across 
Southern California, revealing a structure of risk-management 
that expands settler claims to land and property, while demanding 
regimes of racialized labor. sezarate@uci.edu (F-66)

___________________________

ZEBRICK, Sally (U Memphis) Meaningful Vs. Alienated Labor In 
Human Milk Expression, Or: How I Learned To Stop Worrying 
And Love The Pump. While some authors critique the many 
dehumanizing effects that technocratic biomedicine can have 
on human reproduction, many mothers have ambivalent 
attitudes toward the use of technology, such as breast pumps, 

in providing their own human milk for their babies. Particularly 
for mothers who provide their own breastmilk to babies in the 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, they often move from a subjective 
space of alienation and intimidation with regard to the breast 
pump to one of identification and mastery. Confidence with 
certain reproductive technologies may also, in part, reflect 
an overall posture toward intensive reproductive labor in the 
greater context of socio-economic position. sallytz@gmail.com 
(F-04)

___________________________

ZELL, Deone (CSUN) From Tool Culture To Collaborative Cognition: 
Mapping Cultural Shifts In The Age Of Generative AI. Artificial 
intelligence is challenging society’s deepest assumptions 
about knowledge, intelligence, creativity, and even humanity 
itself. Since public awareness of generative AI surged in late 
2022, culture has begun shifting from a tool culture, in which 
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